The Books of Hosea, Joel, and Amos, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 5: How Can | Give You Up? Grace Beyond Judgment
Hosea 11:12-14:9

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Doctrinally, these closing chapters of Hosea bring the whole book to its destination: the holiness
of God that demands judgment and the love of God that provides redemption are reconciled,
and they are finally reconciled in Christ. Hosea 13:14, ‘| will ransom them from the power of the
grave,' is not an empty hope. Paul seizes these words at the empty tomb (1 Corinthians 15:55)
and proclaims that the victory over death has been won in Christ’s resurrection. The teacher
should help students see that the deepest enemy in view is death itself, and that God promised
to destroy it long before He did so in the rising of His Son. Equally vital is Hosea 13:9, which
holds together personal accountability ('thou hast destroyed thyself’) and grace ('in me is thine
help’), guarding the class against both self-excusing and despair. Hosea 14 then defines genuine
repentance: it returns to the Lord, it brings honest words, it renounces false saviors ('Asshur
shall not save us... neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods’), and
it receives healing love freely given. This grace is free but not cheap; it is met by a real turning of
the heart and calls for continued faithfulness, never a one-time formula or a license to wander.

The spiritual formation aim is homecoming that lasts. We want students to feel the full weight
of judgment in these chapters and then to be undone by the freeness of the grace that follows.
The aim is not merely to admire God’s mercy from a distance but to actually return, to take
words and come to the Lord, and to keep coming. The resurrection of Christ is what makes this
homecoming sure; because death is defeated, no returning sinner need fear that grace will run
out before they arrive. We want a class that leaves not with sentimentality but with repentance,
lips full of honest words, and a settled resolve to walk in the Lord’s ways, for ‘the ways of the
LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them’ (Hosea 14:9).

Question 1
Student Question:

In Hosea 12:2-6 the prophet recalls Jacob, who ‘had power with God’ and ‘by his strength he had
power with God’ through weeping and supplication, then calls Israel to ‘turn thou to thy God.'
What does Jacob’s example teach about the nature of true returning to the Lord, and why does
Hosea hold him up as a pattern?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The section bridges from chapter 11 into a fresh indictment. Hosea 11:12 charges that ‘Ephraim
compasseth me about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit,' while Judah, for the



moment, still ‘ruleth with God.' The northern kingdom has surrounded God with falsehood, a
vivid picture of a people whose entire public life has become a performance of deceit.

Hosea 12:1 sharpens the picture: ‘Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind.'
To feed on wind is to fill yourself with nothing, to chase what cannot satisfy. The ‘east wind’ in
Israel was the scorching desert wind that withered crops, so the image is of a nation pursuing its
own ruin. They make treaties with Assyria and carry oil to Egypt, frantically trusting foreign
powers instead of God.

There is something painfully modern here. A whole life can be organized around the pursuit of
wind, of approval, security, pleasure, and image, all of which evaporate in the hand. The harder
Israel chases, the emptier they grow.

The teaching aim is to expose the futility of false trust before we ever get to the invitation of
grace. We cannot return home until we admit that the far country never fed us. Hosea names
the diet of wind so that we will hunger for something real.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® Israel has ‘compassed God about with lies,' making deceit a way of life (11:12).
e ‘Feeding on wind’ pictures pursuing what cannot satisfy.

e Trusting Assyria and Egypt instead of God is frantic, self-destructive idolatry.

e We cannot truly return until we admit the far country never fed us.

Discussion Prompts

e What ‘wind’ do people most often feed on today, hoping to be filled?
¢ Where have you chased something that evaporated the moment you grasped it?
¢ Why must we feel the emptiness of false trust before grace becomes precious?

Question 2
Student Question:

Jacob wrestled and clung until he was blessed. Where in my own life do | need to stop running
and start clinging to God until something in me is changed?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Hosea 12:2-6 reaches back to the patriarch Jacob as both warning and pattern. Jacob ‘took his
brother by the heel in the womb’ (12:3), the grasping, scheming man. But the same Jacob, at
Peniel, ‘had power with God: yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and
made supplication unto him’ (12:4). The trickster became the wrestler who would not let go
until he was blessed (Genesis 32).



Hosea draws the lesson directly in 12:6: ‘Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and
judgment, and wait on thy God continually.’ The point is not Jacob’s cleverness but his clinging.
True returning to the Lord is not negotiation or technique; it is weeping, supplication, and a
refusal to let go of God until He blesses.

Notice that Jacob’s ‘strength’ was actually his weakness. He prevailed by weeping. He had
power with God precisely when he stopped relying on his own scheming and simply held on.
This is the paradox of all genuine prayer and repentance.

For the class, Jacob is a mirror. We are all the heel-grasper, and we are all invited to become the
wrestler who clings. The path home runs through Peniel, where a man stops running and starts
holding on to God for dear life.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® Jacob the grasping schemer becomes Jacob the wrestler who clings to God (12:3-4).

¢ He ‘had power with God’ through weeping and supplication, not cleverness.

e True returning is clinging to God until He blesses, not negotiating with Him.

* Hosea makes Jacob a pattern: ‘turn... keep mercy and judgment... wait on thy God’ (12:6).

Discussion Prompts

e How is Jacob both a warning and a pattern for us?
e What does it mean that Jacob ‘prevailed’ by weeping rather than scheming?
¢ Where do you need to stop running and start clinging to God?

Question 3
Student Question:

Hosea 13:4-6 says God knew Israel ‘in the land of great drought,' but ‘when they were filled...
their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me.' What does this reveal about the
spiritual danger of being ‘filled," and how does prosperity tempt us to forget the God who
provided it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Hosea 12:7-8 returns to Israel’s commerce and self-congratulation. The merchant ‘loveth to
oppress,' using ‘balances of deceit,' yet says, ‘| am become rich, | have found me out substance’
and adds, smugly, that no one can find any ‘iniquity in me that were sin’ (12:8). Here is
prosperity hardened into self-justification.

This is one of the most dangerous spiritual conditions: success that silences conscience. Israel
measures itself by its bank account and concludes it must be fine with God. The dishonest scales
in the marketplace are quietly approved because the profits keep coming. Wealth becomes the
proof that everything is alright.



God answers in 12:9 by reminding them, ‘I... am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt.' Their
whole existence is a gift from the God they are now ignoring, and He can return them to the
tents of the wilderness as easily as He brought them out. Their ‘substance’ is not their security.

The teacher should press the modern parallel gently but clearly. We too can let comfort
persuade us that all is well between us and God. Prosperity is a poor instrument for measuring
the soul. Hosea calls the comfortable to look past their balance sheet to their hearts.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Dishonest gain is dressed up as proof of God’s favor (12:7-8).

®  Prosperity can silence conscience and harden self-justification.

®  God reminds Israel their whole life is His gift from the days of Egypt (12:9).
e Wealth is a poor instrument for measuring the state of the soul.

Discussion Prompts

e How can success quietly persuade us that ‘all is well’ with God?
¢ Where might comfort be silencing a conscience that should be uneasy?
e What is a better measure of our standing with God than outward success?

Question 4
Student Question:

When have | been most likely to forget God, in seasons of need or in seasons of plenty? What
does my honest answer reveal about my heart?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 13 opens with the rise and fall of Ephraim: ‘when Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted
himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he died’ (13:1). Once Ephraim’s word carried
weight; once the tribe was honored. But idolatry was a kind of death long before the exile made
it visible. Sin kills quietly first.

Verses 2-3 describe their escalating idolatry, making molten images ‘according to their own
understanding,' even saying, ‘Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves.' God’s verdict is that
such people will be ‘as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that passeth away,' as chaff and
smoke (13:3). What is built on idols has no substance and no future.

The progression is sobering: from honor, to idolatry, to death, to vanishing like mist. This is the
trajectory of a life that organizes itself around false gods. It may look impressive for a season,
but it is already evaporating.



For us, the warning is that spiritual death often precedes its visible consequences. Long before a
life collapses outwardly, the idol has already begun its quiet work. The mercy of Hosea's warning
is that it comes while there is still time to turn.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Ephraim’s idolatry was a kind of death long before exile made it visible (13:1).

¢ |dols are made ‘according to their own understanding,' worship on human terms (13:2).
e What is built on idols vanishes like morning cloud, dew, chaff, and smoke (13:3).

e Spiritual death often precedes its outward, visible consequences.

Discussion Prompts

e How can sin be a kind of ‘death’ even before its consequences appear?
e  What does it mean to worship ‘according to our own understanding’ rather than God’s?
e Why is a warning that comes while there is still time an act of mercy?

Question 5
Student Question:

In Hosea 13:9 God says, ‘O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.' How does
this single verse capture both human responsibility for sin and the truth that salvation is found in
God alone, and why must we hold both truths together?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Hosea 13:4-6 returns to the heart of the matter: forgetting. ‘l am the LORD thy God from the
land of Egypt... for there is no saviour beside me. | did know thee in the wilderness, in the land
of great drought.' God reminds Israel that He alone has been their Savior, sustaining them in the
very places where they could not sustain themselves.

Then verse 6 names the tragedy with surgical precision: ‘According to their pasture, so were
they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me.' The
danger was not the drought but the abundance. They survived the wilderness and forgot God in
the plenty.

This is one of Scripture’s most consistent warnings (compare Deuteronomy 8:11-14). Hardship
drives us to God; prosperity tempts us to forget Him. The full stomach and the comfortable life
are spiritually treacherous in a way the empty hand is not. We rarely pray as urgently when we
are filled.

The teaching aim is self-examination. Each of us should ask honestly: do | forget God more in
famine or in feast? For most of us the answer is uncomfortable. Hosea calls the filled and
forgetful to remember the God who knew them in the drought.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* God alone is Savior; there is ‘no saviour beside me’ (13:4).

e He sustained Israel in the wilderness, where they could not sustain themselves (13:5).
* Being ‘filled’ led to a heart ‘exalted’ and to forgetting God (13:6).

e Prosperity is more spiritually treacherous than hardship, dulling our dependence.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Do you forget God more readily in famine or in feast? Why?
¢ How does abundance dull our sense of dependence on God?
e What practices help us ‘remember’ God when life is comfortable?

Question 6
Student Question:

Where am | tempted either to excuse my sin (denying | destroyed myself) or to despair of grace
(denying that in God is my help)? Which error pulls at me more?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Hosea 13:9 stands as one of the most compact and profound verses in the prophets: ‘O Israel,
thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.' In ten words it holds together two truths
the human heart loves to separate.

First, full personal responsibility: ‘thou hast destroyed thyself.' God does not destroy His people;
they destroy themselves by their own choices. There is no inherited guilt to blame, no fate, no
excuse. The ruin is self-inflicted, the harvest of their own sowing. This guards us against ever
shifting the blame for sin onto God, our circumstances, or our ancestry.

Second, gracious hope: ‘but in me is thine help.' The same God whose law they broke is the only
source of their rescue. They cannot save themselves, but salvation is genuinely available, and it
is found in Him alone. The very God they sinned against is the God who offers help.

These two truths must be held together. Drop the first and we excuse our sin; drop the second
and we despair of grace. The gospel keeps both: we are responsible for our ruin, and our only
help is in the Lord. This is the doorway to chapter 14’s invitation.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ ‘Thou hast destroyed thyself’ affirms full personal responsibility for sin.
¢ Noinherited guilt or fate is in view; the ruin is self-inflicted.

¢ ‘In me is thine help’ locates all salvation in God alone.

e Both truths must be held together to avoid self-excusing and despair.



Discussion Prompts

*  Which error tempts you more: excusing your sin, or despairing of grace?
e Why does the gospel insist on both human responsibility and divine help?
e How does owning ‘I destroyed myself’ actually open the door to grace?

Question 7
Student Question:

Hosea 13:14 promises, ‘Il will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will redeem them from
death,' words Paul echoes at the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:55. How does this promise
reveal God'’s heart to defeat death itself, and what hope does it offer even in the middle of a
passage about judgment?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Hosea 13:14 erupts with promise in the middle of judgment: ‘1 will ransom them from the power
of the grave; | will redeem them from death: O death, | will be thy plagues; O grave, | will be thy
destruction.' After verses of warning, God suddenly speaks as the conqueror of the last enemy.
The grave itself will be plundered.

This promise lay like a buried treasure for centuries until Paul lifted it out at the empty tomb. In
1 Corinthians 15:54-55, celebrating the resurrection, Paul writes, ‘Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?' He takes Hosea’s words and
shows that they have come true in the rising of Christ.

This is the gospel breaking into Hosea. The deepest enemy is not Assyria but death, and God
promised to destroy it long before He actually did so in His Son. The resurrection of Jesus is the
moment Hosea 13:14 stops being a promise and becomes an accomplished fact. Christ has been
raised, and death has lost its sting.

For the class, this is the hinge of the whole lesson. Even in a chapter heavy with judgment, God
reveals His ultimate intention: not to abandon His people to the grave but to ransom them from
it. And the place where that ransom is paid and that victory is won is the cross and empty tomb
of Christ.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Hosea 13:14 promises ransom and redemption from death and the grave.
e Paul applies these words to Christ’s resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:54-55.
¢ The deepest enemy is death itself, which God promised to destroy.

e The resurrection of Jesus turns Hosea's promise into accomplished fact.

Discussion Prompts



* How does it move you that God promised victory over death centuries before the
resurrection?

e What does Paul’s use of Hosea 13:14 tell us about how the whole Bible points to Christ?

e How does Christ’s defeat of death change the way you face your own mortality?

Question 8
Student Question:

How does the certainty that Christ has defeated death change the way | face my own fears,
losses, and the prospect of the grave?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 14 opens with the tenderest invitation in the prophets: ‘O Israel, return unto the LORD
thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity’ (14:1). The God who has just spoken of judgment
now flings open the door. The reason given for returning is the very thing that should make
them despair, their iniquity, and yet that is precisely why they must come home.

Astonishingly, God then tells them what to say: ‘Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say
unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our
lips’ (14:2). The Father coaches the prodigal on his confession. This is the heart of a God who
longs to be returned to. He does not wait at a distance; He puts the words of repentance in their
mouths.

Genuine repentance, as Hosea sketches it, has shape. It renounces false saviors: ‘Asshur shall
not save us; we will not ride upon horses’ (14:3). It renounces idolatry: ‘neither will we say any
more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods.' And it casts itself wholly on God’s mercy: ‘for in
thee the fatherless findeth mercy.' Returning means turning from every counterfeit and turning
fully to the Lord.

The teaching aim is to make repentance concrete and inviting. This is not vague regret; it is
coming with honest words, renouncing what we trusted instead of God, and throwing ourselves
on His mercy. And the wonder is that the God we return to has been longing for us to come,
ready with the words before we even speak them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* God flings open the door: ‘return unto the LORD thy God’ (14:1).

® He coaches the penitent on the very words to bring (14:2).

* True repentance renounces false saviors and idols (14:3).

e Returning means turning from every counterfeit and casting ourselves on God's mercy.

Discussion Prompts

¢  What does it tell us about God that He gives the prodigal the words to say?



e What ‘false saviors’ do you need to renounce as part of returning?
¢ What honest words would your own return to God require today?

Question 9
Student Question:

In Hosea 14:1-4 God pleads, ‘O Israel, return unto the LORD,' tells them what words to bring,
and promises, ‘| will heal their backsliding, | will love them freely.' Reading this alongside 13:14
and 1 Corinthians 15, how does the resurrection victory of Christ secure the free grace God offers
the returning sinner, and what does it mean that this healing love is given ‘freely,' not earned by
our worthiness but received through genuine repentance and continued faithfulness?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God answers the returning penitent with overflowing grace in Hosea 14:4-7: ‘1 will heal their
backsliding, | will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him.' The word ‘freely’ is
the gospel in miniature. God does not heal because the sinner has earned it but because grace is
His nature. The anger that was real is now turned away.

The healing is described in lavish images of flourishing. ‘| will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon’ (14:5). The returning people will blossom,
take deep root, spread like a great cedar, and ‘revive as the corn’ (14:7). What was withering
chaff in chapter 13 becomes a flourishing garden in chapter 14. Grace does not merely forgive; it
heals and makes alive.

This freeness is crucial doctrine. Salvation is never bought by our worthiness. Yet ‘freely’ does
not mean cheaply or carelessly. The grace is given to those who genuinely return, who take
words and turn from idols, and it calls for continued walking in the Lord’s ways. Free grace and
faithful response are not enemies; the gospel holds them together. We are healed by grace we
could never earn, and that grace produces a transformed, faithful life.

The teacher should let the beauty of this passage do its work. After all the judgment, here is a
God whose final word to the returning sinner is healing, free love, and abundant life. This is
grace beyond judgment, and it is poured out on all who truly come home.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ ‘I will heal their backsliding, | will love them freely’ is grace at its purest (14:4).

® Grace is rooted in God’s nature, not earned by the sinner’s worthiness.

¢ The flourishing images (lily, roots, cedar, corn) show grace heals and gives life (14:5-7).
e ‘Freely’ is not cheaply; free grace produces and requires a faithful, transformed life.

Discussion Prompts

e What does it mean to you that God loves the returning sinner ‘freely’?



¢ How do we hold together free grace and the call to continued faithfulness?
¢ Where do you long for God’s healing and reviving in your own life?

Question 10
Student Question:

Looking back across Hosea 11:12 through 14:9, where deserved judgment gives way to the
promise of healing and free love, name one specific way the Lord Jesus is forming you through
this passage to truly ‘return’ to Him, not with empty words but with a heart that comes home
and stays.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The book closes with a final renunciation and a wisdom saying. In 14:8 God declares, ‘Ephraim
shall say, What have | to do any more with idols?' The returning people, having tasted God'’s free
love, want nothing more to do with the false gods that ruined them. Then God adds, ‘I am like a
green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found.' The God of grace is the true source of all fruitfulness;
the idols never gave them anything.

Verse 9 is the book’s closing benediction and challenge: ‘Who is wise, and he shall understand
these things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just
shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.' Hosea ends not with a story but with
a fork in the road, addressed to every reader.

The same ‘ways of the LORD’ are ‘right,' and yet the just walk in them while transgressors
stumble over them. The difference is not the path but the heart that meets it. The book that
began with a prophet’s broken marriage ends by asking each of us where we will walk. Will
Hosea’s love story of God and His wayward people end, for us, in walking or in stumbling?

The teaching aim is decision. We have heard the judgment and tasted the grace; now Hosea asks
for wisdom that responds. To be wise is to understand that God’s ways are right and to walk in
them, having truly returned. The lesson, and the book, end with an open road home and an
invitation to take it and to keep walking it faithfully to the end.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The healed people renounce idols entirely: ‘What have | to do any more with idols?' (14:8).

® God alone is the source of fruitfulness; idols give nothing (14:8).

* Hosea 14:9 ends the book with a fork in the road for every reader.

* The same right ways are walked by the just and stumbled over by the transgressor; the
heart decides.

Discussion Prompts

e Why is it that the very same ‘ways of the LORD’ bless some and trip others?



¢ What would it mean for you to be ‘wise’ in responding to the message of Hosea?
e Having heard judgment and tasted grace, where will you walk from here?



