The Books of Hosea, Joel, and Amos

Lesson 4: Sowing the Wind, Reaping the Whirlwind -- Hosea 9:1-11:11

Picture a farmer at the end of a long season. He walks out at dawn, coffee in hand, expecting to
see his fields heavy with grain. Instead the stalks are thin and the heads are empty. He did
everything the way he always did, or so he tells himself. But somewhere back in the spring he
made small compromises. He planted on poisoned ground. He cut corners he thought no one
would notice. And now the harvest is in, and the harvest does not lie. Hosea stands at the edge
of just such a field, and what he sees breaks his heart. Israel has been planting for years, and the
crop is finally coming up.

The people of Israel loved their festivals. They loved the threshing floors heaped with grain, the
wine flowing, the music and the noise of a nation that felt prosperous and blessed. But Hosea
looks past the celebration and sees what God sees. ‘Rejoice not, O Israel,' he says, ‘for joy, as
other people’ (Hosea 9:1). The party is built on a lie. They have credited their harvest to Baal and
their security to foreign kings, and the God who actually fed them has been quietly written out
of the story. There is a kind of joy that is really just denial wearing a costume, and Hosea will not
let it stand.

What follows in these chapters is some of the most tender and most terrible language in all the
prophets. God speaks of Israel as a vine He found in the wilderness, as grapes He delighted to
discover (Hosea 9:10, 10:1). He remembers them as a son He taught to walk, holding their small
hands, bending down to feed them (Hosea 11:3-4). And then, in the same breath, He warns of a
whirlwind they have sown for themselves, a reaping they cannot escape. This is not a distant
judge reading a sentence. This is a Father whose heart is breaking over children who have run
away.

Here is the question this lesson presses into our own lives. We too plant things. We plant habits,
attitudes, small daily choices, and we tell ourselves the harvest will somehow be different from
the seed. But God has built a moral order into His world as surely as He built the seasons. ‘They
have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind’ (Hosea 8:7). And yet, woven right
through the warning, there is a thread of relentless love that will not let go. By the end of this
passage God Himself cries out, ‘How can | give thee up?' Let us walk into the field with Hosea,
look honestly at what we have planted, and discover the Father who still calls His children home.

Group Discussion: Where in our own lives do we tend to credit our ‘harvest’ (our security,
success, or comfort) to something other than God, and how does honest gratitude to Him
reshape the way we live?

Personal Reflection: Is there a ‘seed’ | have been planting in some corner of my life while quietly
hoping the harvest will be different from the sowing? What would it look like to start planting
differently today?



Read Hosea 9:1-11:11

Study Questions

1.

In Hosea 9:1-3, why does God tell Israel not to rejoice ‘as other people,' and what does this
reveal about the difference between true joy rooted in covenant faithfulness and the false
joy of a prosperous but unfaithful people?

Hosea exposes a celebration built on denial. Where am | tempted to celebrate or feel secure
while ignoring something God has been trying to show me about my heart?

In Hosea 9:10 God recalls finding Israel ‘like grapes in the wilderness,' then mourns that they
‘went to Baalpeor’ and ‘separated themselves unto that shame.' What does this picture of
an early delight turned to betrayal teach us about how sin corrupts something God once
cherished?

God remembers Israel’s beginnings with tenderness even while naming their unfaithfulness.
When | look back on my early walk with the Lord, what ‘first love’ has cooled, and what
would returning to it require of me now?

Hosea 10:1-2 says Israel was ‘an empty vine’ that brought forth fruit only ‘unto himself,' and
that ‘their heart is divided.' What is the danger of a divided heart, and why does prosperity
so often expose rather than cure it?



10.

Where does my own heart feel ‘divided’ between devotion to God and devotion to
something | am unwilling to release, and how is that division showing up in my daily
choices?

In Hosea 10:12-13 God pleads, ‘Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy,' but
charges, ‘Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity.' What does this contrast
teach about the spiritual law of sowing and reaping, and how does it call us to ‘break up
your fallow ground’ and ‘seek the LORD’?

What is one piece of ‘fallow ground,' some hard, neglected, unplowed area of my life, that
the Lord is asking me to break up so that righteousness can be sown there?

In Hosea 11:1 God says, ‘When Israel was a child, then | loved him, and called my son out of
Egypt,' words Matthew applies to Jesus in Matthew 2:15. How does Matthew's use of this
verse show that Israel’s whole story finds its true and faithful fulfillment in Christ, the
obedient Son who succeeded where the nation failed, and what does it mean for us that we
are saved by being joined to that faithful Son?

Looking back across Hosea 9 through 11, where God’s deserved judgment never cancels His
fatherly love ('"How shall | give thee up?'), name one specific way the Lord Jesus is forming
you through this passage to trust the Father’s heart even when you must face the
consequences of your own sowing.



Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Galatians 6:7-8, the New Testament statement of the sowing-and-
reaping principle Hosea preaches; Matthew 2:13-15, Matthew’s reading of Hosea 11:1 as
fulfilled in the child Jesus called out of Egypt; Luke 15:11-24, the father who runs to the
returning son, echoing God'’s fatherly love in Hosea 11; Romans 11:22, the goodness and
severity of God held together; Jeremiah 4:3-4, the parallel call to ‘break up your fallow ground’
and circumcise the heart
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