The Books of Haggai, Zechariah, and
Malachi

Lesson 10: The Lord Will Be King over All the Earth -- Zechariah 14:1-21

Imagine standing on a ridge above a city under siege. The enemy has come, the houses are
being plundered, half the people are already marching away into captivity, and the situation
looks utterly lost. You can almost smell the smoke and hear the wailing. Every human calculation
says it is over. And then, at the very moment when hope has run out, the LORD Himself goes out
and fights, the way He fought in the old battles your grandparents told you about. The ground
shakes. A great mountain splits in two from top to bottom. A road of escape opens where there
was no road. This is how Zechariah 14 begins, not with a tidy religious lesson but with a
desperate city and a God who refuses to let the story end in defeat.

Zechariah was speaking to people who knew what ruin felt like. They had come home from
exile, started to rebuild, and grown weary and discouraged. The walls were thin, the nations
were strong, and Jerusalem looked small and vulnerable on the map of the world. Into that fear
God paints a sweeping, almost overwhelming picture: a day of the LORD, cosmic upheaval, living
waters flowing out of the city in summer and winter alike, and at the center of it all a single
staggering announcement. “And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD
will be one and his name one” (14:9). Not king over one little hill in Judah. King over all the
earth.

We need to read this chapter the way it was meant to be read, as soaring, picture-filled
prophecy, not as a flat newspaper report of future troop movements. The smoke and
earthquakes and splitting mountains are the language of a God who shakes everything that can
be shaken so that what cannot be shaken will remain. And the great point is not a rebuilt earthly
capital or a restored political throne. The great point is a King. The whole chapter is leaning
toward one moment when every nation streams up to worship Him and even the cooking pots
and the bells on the horses are stamped “Holiness to the LORD,” because nothing is left outside
His reign.

Here is why this matters for you on an ordinary Tuesday. We live in a world that still looks, on
many days, like a besieged city. The headlines are loud, evil seems to win more rounds than it
should, and our own hearts can feel small and overrun. Zechariah lifts our eyes and says: the
LORD will be king over all the earth, and in Christ that reign has already begun. He sits on the
throne now, gathering a people from every nation, sending living water out into a dry world, and
consecrating ordinary lives to Himself. So read this chapter slowly. Let it steady you. The King is
on His throne, His victory is certain, and He is making everything, including you, holy to the
LORD.



Group Discussion: Zechariah opens with a city that is plundered and half-defeated, and then
suddenly “the LORD will go out and fight” (14:3). Where do you see God'’s people, or the cause
of Christ, looking outnumbered and besieged in our world today? How does the promise that
the LORD Himself fights for His people change the way we read the headlines and face our
fears?

Personal Reflection: The chapter ends with “Holiness to the LORD” written even on the cooking
pots and the horses’ bells (14:20-21), so that nothing ordinary is left outside God’s reign. Where
in your life have you quietly kept a “secular” zone, a part of your week or your money or your
work that you do not think of as belonging to God? What would it look like to stamp that area
“Holiness to the LORD"?

Read Zechariah 14:1-21
Study Questions

1. The chapter opens with a besieged Jerusalem, plundered and half-exiled, and then declares,
“Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations” (14:1-3). What does it reveal
about God that He enters the battle for His people at the very point where all hope seems
lost? What does this teach us about how God acts in history on behalf of His own?

2. Zechariah pictures the LORD’s feet standing on the Mount of Olives, which splits in two to
make a way of escape (14:4-5). When have you felt cornered with no road out, and how
have you seen God open a way where there seemed to be none? Name a current situation
where you need to trust Him to make a road.

3. Verse 8 describes “living waters” flowing out from Jerusalem, in summer and winter alike,
toward both seas. Reading this in light of Jesus’ promise of rivers of living water (John 7:38-
39) and the gospel going out from Jerusalem at Pentecost (Acts 2), what is God revealing
about the life He sends out into a dry world through His people?



Living water in this picture never stops flowing, summer and winter, in good seasons and
hard ones. Where in your own life is the flow of God’s Spirit and the gospel running freely,
and where has it dried up or grown seasonal? What is one thing that has been blocking the
stream?

“On that day there shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses, ‘Holiness to the LORD’”
(14:20), words once reserved for the high priest’s turban. What is God teaching about the
reach of His holiness when even the most ordinary objects are consecrated to Him? How
does this overturn the line we like to draw between sacred and secular?

Zechariah says there will be no more division between the holy and the common, even the
cooking pots will be sacred (14:20-21). What is one ordinary part of your daily life, your job,
your meals, your errands, that you have never really offered to God as worship? How might
you begin to do everyday things “to the LORD”?

The chapter says the survivors of the nations “shall go up year after year to worship the
King, the LORD of hosts” (14:16). What does it tell us about God’s purpose that the goal of
all this upheaval is not merely rescue but worship, drawing people from every nation to bow
before the King? Why is worship, not just safety, the true endpoint of God's saving work?

Verse 17 warns that those who refuse to come up and worship the King will receive no rain.
Where in your life are you tempted to want God’s blessings (the rain) while holding back
wholehearted worship and surrender? What would full-hearted submission to the King look
like for you this week?



9. At the heart of the chapter stands the great declaration, “And the LORD will be king over all
the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his name one” (14:9). How is this universal
reign of God fulfilled, not in a future earthly political kingdom centered on a rebuilt temple
in Jerusalem, but in the reign of Christ who sits at the right hand of the Father now, ruling
over His church gathered from every nation, with a victory begun at His first coming and
consummated at His return? Trace how the New Testament shows this kingdom already
arrived and yet still to be completed, and explain why this changes how we live as citizens of
a kingdom that cannot be shaken.

10. Look back across the whole chapter, from the besieged city to the LORD who fights, the
living waters that flow out, the King over all the earth, and the holiness stamped on
everything. Name one specific way the King is calling you to live this week as a citizen of His
unshakable kingdom, and how the certainty of His final victory gives you courage to begin.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Daniel 2:44, the God of heaven setting up an everlasting kingdom
that shall never be destroyed; Mark 1:14-15, Jesus announcing that the kingdom of God has
come near; Acts 2, the gospel going out from Jerusalem and the kingdom established at
Pentecost; Colossians 1:13, the Father transferring us into the kingdom of His beloved Son; 1
Corinthians 15:24-26, Christ reigning until every enemy, including death, is put under His feet;
Hebrews 12:28, receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken and worshiping with reverence and
awe.

More studies available on ChurchOfChristBibleStudies.com



