
The Books of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 7: Your King Comes, Humble and Riding on a Donkey

Zechariah 9:1–17

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Doctrinally, this lesson centers on the kind of King God sends and the kind of kingdom He 
establishes. Zechariah 9 sets a clear contrast: the proud nations are judged by a sovereign God, 
and then, into that landscape of toppled powers, comes a King who is ‘righteous and having 
salvation,’ yet ‘humble and mounted on a donkey’ (9:9). The heart of the lesson is that this 
prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who deliberately rode into Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt to 
fulfill it (Matthew 21:1–5; John 12:14–15). Teach this clearly and centrally. The King is humble, 
righteous, and saving; He reigns by speaking ‘peace to the nations,’ and His kingdom is spiritual 
and universal, stretching ‘to the ends of the earth’ (9:10). His deliverance comes ‘because of the 
blood of my covenant’ (9:11), pointing directly to the new covenant secured by the blood of 
Christ.

Guard carefully against two errors as you teach. First, do not present the peaceful, worldwide 
reign of verse 10 as a future earthly political kingdom, a thousand-year reign, or a restored 
national Israel. The prophets’ kingdom language is fulfilled in Christ and His church, the spiritual 
Israel of God. The kingdom arrived with Jesus’ ministry and was established when the church 
began at Pentecost, and Christ reigns now from the right hand of the Father (Daniel 2:44; Mark 
1:14–15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13). Christ’s rule ‘from sea to sea’ is the spread of His gospel and 
the gathering of His people from every nation, not a military empire. Second, do not soften the 
humility of the King into mere niceness; His humility is costly and saving, anchored in the blood 
of His covenant and the cross at the end of His road.

This passage was never meant only to inform; it was meant to summon. A student who really 
hears Zechariah 9 will not merely admire the humble King from a safe distance; he will receive 
Him as King and submit to His reign. So aim at both targets. Send students home understanding 
why God sends a humble, righteous, saving King and what kind of kingdom He rules, and send 
them home ready to lay down their cloaks before Him, to rejoice in the King who has come, and 
to name one concrete area where they will let Him reign more fully this week.

Question 1

Student Question:

The chapter opens with a string of judgment oracles against the surrounding nations, Hadrach, 
Damascus, Tyre, Sidon, and the Philistine cities (9:1–7), and yet ‘the eyes of mankind and all the 
tribes of Israel are toward the Lord’ (9:1). What does it reveal about God that He pronounces and 



executes judgment over the proud nations that towered over His people? What does this teach 
us about His sovereignty over all the kingdoms of the earth?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Begin with the sweep of the opening oracles, because they set the stage for everything that 
follows. Zechariah walks down the line of the proud powers surrounding Judah: Hadrach and 
Damascus to the north, the wealthy harbor cities of Tyre and Sidon, and the old Philistine 
strongholds along the coast. These were not minor villages; they were the impressive, fortified, 
prosperous powers that had long loomed over little Judah. And God pronounces His verdict over 
every one of them.

Help students feel the scale of God’s sovereignty here. These were the kingdoms that seemed to 
hold all the power, and yet the word of the Lord names them, weighs them, and brings them 
down. ‘The eyes of mankind and all the tribes of Israel are toward the Lord’ (9:1). Nothing on the 
world stage is outside His rule. The God of the Bible is not a tribal deity who governs only a small 
patch of land; He is the Lord of all the nations, and the rise and fall of empires runs through His 
hands.

Draw out the comfort this gives God’s people. When you are small and surrounded, the news 
that your God rules the powers that tower over you is everything. The same truth runs through 
Scripture: ‘The Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will’ (Daniel 4:25). 
The proud nations of every age, ancient empires and modern superpowers alike, stand under 
the judgment and rule of God.

Set up the turn that is coming. This sovereign God who judges the proud is the same God who, 
in just a few verses, will pitch His tent around His people and send them a humble King. The 
judgment on the nations is not an end in itself; it clears the ground for the King who is coming. 
Keep students looking ahead to verse 9 even as you teach verses 1 through 7.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God is sovereign over all the kingdoms of the earth, not only over His own people (Daniel 
4:25; Psalm 47:7–8).

 The proud and self-secure nations stand under God’s righteous judgment, however 
impressive they appear.

 God’s rule over the nations is a comfort to His people, who are small and surrounded.
 The judgment on the proud clears the way for the coming of the humble King.

Discussion Prompts

 How does it change your outlook to know that God rules over the very powers that seem to 
loom over His people?

 Why are proud, self-secure powers always vulnerable before the God who rules the nations?
 How do the opening judgments prepare us to receive the King who comes in verse 9?



Question 2

Student Question:

Tyre had grown rich and self-secure, heaping up ‘silver like dust, and fine gold like the mud of the 
streets,’ building herself a stronghold (9:3), yet the Lord says He will strip her power and cast her 
wealth into the sea (9:4). Where are you tempted to build your own ‘stronghold’ of security out 
of money, achievement, or reputation? What in this passage exposes how fragile such 
strongholds really are?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the first self-examining question, and Tyre is the case study. The text describes her with 
biting irony: she ‘built herself a rampart and heaped up silver like dust, and fine gold like the 
mud of the streets’ (9:3). Tyre was the great trading city, secure on her island, fabulously 
wealthy, confident that her riches and her walls made her untouchable. She had built herself a 
stronghold, and she trusted it.

Help students see how directly this speaks to the human heart. We all build strongholds. For 
Tyre it was silver and walls; for us it may be a bank balance, a career, a reputation, a network of 
influence, or a carefully managed image. None of these is evil in itself, but the human heart is 
endlessly tempted to make them our security, the thing we trust to keep us safe. We quietly say 
to ourselves what Tyre said: I am secure; nothing can touch me.

Then let the text expose the fragility. ‘But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions and 
strike down her power on the sea, and she shall be devoured by fire’ (9:4). The silver heaped like 
dust is swept into the sea. The stronghold that took generations to build falls in a day. Jesus told 
a parable with exactly this point, of a man who built bigger barns and said to his soul, ‘take your 
ease,’ only to hear, ‘This night your soul is required of you’ (Luke 12:19–20).

Move toward honest self-examination, not shame. Ask each student to name the specific 
‘stronghold’ they are most tempted to trust. The point is not to despise money or achievement, 
but to dethrone them as our security and to rest instead in the King who cannot be stripped 
away. The one safe stronghold is the Lord Himself (Proverbs 18:10).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Wealth, achievement, and reputation become false strongholds when we trust them for our 
security.

 Every man-made security is fragile before God and can be stripped away in a moment (Luke 
12:19–20).

 Self-sufficiency and pride blind us to our true vulnerability and our need for God.
 The Lord Himself is the only safe stronghold for His people (Proverbs 18:10; Psalm 62:5–7).

Discussion Prompts



 What is the ‘stronghold’ you are most tempted to trust for your security?
 Why is it so easy to feel safe behind walls of money, status, or reputation?
 What would it look like this week to rest your security in the Lord rather than in what you 

have built?

Question 3

Student Question:

After the judgment on the nations, God promises concerning His own people, ‘I will encamp at 
my house as a guard, so that none shall march to and fro; no oppressor shall again march over 
them’ (9:8). What does this picture of God pitching His tent around His people reveal about how 
He cares for and protects those who are His? How does this prepare us for the coming of the King 
in the next verse?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

After the long line of judgments on the proud nations, the tone shifts toward tenderness as God 
turns to His own people: ‘Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, so that none shall march to 
and fro; no oppressor shall again march over them, for now I see with my own eyes’ (9:8). The 
God who topples empires stoops to pitch His tent around His people. The picture is of a watchful 
guard, personally stationed, eyes open, on duty.

Help students sit with the intimacy of the image. The same God who has just judged Tyre and 
the Philistine cities does not merely rule His people from a distance; He camps with them. This is 
the heart of God all through Scripture, the God who ‘tabernacled’ among His people in the 
wilderness and who, in the fullness of time, would tabernacle among us in the flesh: ‘The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us’ (John 1:14). The God who guards His house is the God who 
comes to dwell with us.

Tie the protection to His own initiative. Notice the personal language: ‘I will encamp,’ ‘I see with 
my own eyes.’ God’s care for His people is not passive or general; it is attentive and active. He is 
not a distant landlord but a present guardian. This is the kind of love that watches, that notices, 
that refuses to leave His people exposed to every oppressor.

Then point ahead, because this verse is the hinge. Having promised to guard His house, God 
immediately announces the coming of the King: ‘Rejoice greatly... behold, your king is coming to 
you’ (9:9). The protection of God’s people and the coming of the King belong together. God does 
not merely defend His people from the outside; He comes to reign in their midst. Keep students 
leaning toward the King who is about to arrive.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God personally watches over and protects His people; He encamps around His house (Psalm 
34:7).



 God’s care is active and attentive, not distant or passive (‘I see with my own eyes’).
 The God who guards His people is the God who comes to dwell with them (John 1:14).
 God’s protection of His people sets the stage for the coming of the King in their midst.

Discussion Prompts

 What does the picture of God ‘encamping’ around His house tell you about how He cares for 
His people?

 How does it comfort you to know that God’s protection is personal and attentive rather than 
distant?

 Why is it significant that the promise of protection is followed immediately by the coming of 
the King?

Question 4

Student Question:

God commands His people to ‘Rejoice greatly’ and ‘Shout aloud’ because their King is coming 
(9:9). What is one circumstance in your life right now where you are tempted to despair or grim 
resignation instead of joy? How might fixing your eyes on the King who has already come change 
your inner posture this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question presses on the command at the heart of verse 9: ‘Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!’ (9:9). Before any explanation of who 
the King is, God issues a summons to joy. The right response to the coming of this King is not 
grim resignation or anxious worry, but loud, glad, exuberant rejoicing. Joy is commanded 
because the King is coming.

Help students notice how unnatural this can feel. The people Zechariah addressed were small 
and surrounded, hardly in circumstances that invited shouting. And yet the call to joy does not 
wait for the circumstances to improve. The ground of the joy is not a change in their situation 
but the coming of their King. This is the same logic Paul uses when he writes, from prison, 
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice’ (Philippians 4:4). Christian joy is rooted in the 
King, not the weather.

Lead students to be honest about where they default to despair. Most of us carry some 
circumstance, a strained relationship, a health worry, a disappointment, a fear about the future, 
that quietly drains our joy and pulls us toward grim resignation. We treat joy as something we 
will get to once the problem is solved. But the King has already come, and His coming is a settled 
fact that no circumstance can undo.

Move toward a concrete shift in posture. The aim is not to manufacture a fake cheerfulness or 
to deny real pain. It is to fix the eyes on the King who has already come and let that reality 



reorder the inner life. Ask each student to name one situation where they will deliberately 
choose to rejoice in the King this week, even before the circumstance changes.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Joy is commanded as the right response to the coming of the King (Zechariah 9:9; Philippians 
4:4).

 Christian joy is grounded in the King and His finished work, not in circumstances.
 Despair and grim resignation are not the only options for God’s people; the King has come.
 Fixing the eyes on Christ reorders the inner life even when the situation does not change.

Discussion Prompts

 In what circumstance are you most tempted to despair rather than rejoice right now?
 Why can Christian joy be commanded even when circumstances are hard?
 What would it look like to deliberately rejoice in the King this week before anything 

changes?

Question 5

Student Question:

The promised King is described as ‘righteous and having salvation’ and yet ‘humble and mounted 
on a donkey’ (9:9), and Matthew records Jesus deliberately fulfilling this on the day He rode into 
Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1–5). What does it teach us about God that the King He sends comes in 
humility rather than military might? Why does the world so consistently misread true greatness?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now we reach the description of the King Himself, and the contrast is the whole point. He is 
‘righteous and having salvation,’ and yet ‘humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey’ (9:9). Kings rode warhorses into conquered cities; a donkey was the mount of 
peace, of a king who comes not to make war but to bring rest. The King who is mighty enough to 
save comes lowly enough to ride a colt. That paradox is at the heart of the gospel.

Anchor this firmly in its fulfillment. Matthew records that Jesus deliberately sent for a donkey’s 
colt and rode it into Jerusalem ‘to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, Behold, your 
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey’ (Matthew 21:4–5). John says the 
same (John 12:14–15). This was not a coincidence. Jesus consciously chose to enact Zechariah 
9:9, presenting Himself as exactly the King the prophet had foretold: humble, righteous, bringing 
salvation. Teach this clearly; it is the doctrinal center of the lesson.

Draw out why the world consistently misreads this. We instinctively equate greatness with 
dominance, with the warhorse and the chariot, with the ability to impose our will. So a King on a 
donkey looks like weakness, and a King on a cross looks like defeat. But God turns the world’s 



measure upside down. The path of the true King runs down into humility and self-giving, and 
that is precisely the path of saving power. ‘God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong’ (1 Corinthians 1:27).

Bring it to the heart. The humility of the King is not a minor detail; it is a revelation of the 
character of God Himself. The God who rules the nations comes to His people gently, on a colt, 
with salvation in His hands. Help students marvel at this and let it correct every shrunken, 
worldly idea of what God is like and what real strength looks like.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Jesus deliberately fulfilled Zechariah 9:9 in His triumphal entry (Matthew 21:1–5; John 
12:14–15).

 The King God sends is righteous, saving, and humble, coming on a donkey rather than a 
warhorse.

 True greatness in God’s kingdom is measured by humility and self-giving, not by dominance.
 The humility of the King reveals the very character of God (Philippians 2:5–8).

Discussion Prompts

 Why is it significant that Jesus chose to ride a donkey to fulfill this exact prophecy?
 What does the humility of the King reveal about the character of God?
 Why does the world so consistently mistake humility for weakness?

Question 6

Student Question:

Jesus, the King, did not come to be served but to give His life, riding not a warhorse but a 
donkey’s colt. Where in your own life do you measure success and significance by power, status, 
or control rather than by humble, self-giving service? Name one specific relationship or setting 
where the humility of this King needs to reshape how you act.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question turns the humility of the King onto the student’s own life. The King 
who came on a donkey is the same Jesus who said, ‘The Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many’ (Mark 10:45). The One who rules the nations 
chose the path of lowliness. And He calls those who follow Him to walk the same road: 
‘Whoever would be great among you must be your servant’ (Mark 10:43).

Help students name how deeply the world’s measure has shaped them. We are trained from 
childhood to count success in terms of power, status, recognition, and control. We want to be 
served, to be impressive, to win. The humility of the King exposes how much of our striving is 



really about climbing higher rather than stooping lower. The donkey-riding King quietly indicts 
the warhorse in our own hearts.

Make it concrete in the ordinary places of life. Humility is not an abstraction; it shows up in how 
we treat the person who can do nothing for us, in whether we serve when no one is watching, in 
our willingness to take the lower place, to listen, to forgive, to absorb a wrong rather than 
retaliate. Press students to locate one specific relationship or setting, at home, at work, in the 
church, where the humility of the King needs to reshape how they actually behave.

Hold out the goal of formation, not mere behavior management. The aim is not to act humble 
while remaining proud underneath, but to be increasingly conformed to the mind of Christ, 
‘who, though he was in the form of God... emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant’ 
(Philippians 2:6–7). Christlike humility is the fruit of beholding the humble King until His likeness 
begins to form in us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The humble King calls His followers to humble, self-giving service (Mark 10:43–45).
 The world’s measure of success by power and status is overturned in the kingdom of Christ.
 Genuine humility shows itself in concrete service, especially toward those who cannot repay 

us.
 Christlike humility is formed in us as we behold the humble King (Philippians 2:5–7).

Discussion Prompts

 Where do you measure your worth by power, status, or control rather than by humble 
service?

 Who is someone you are tempted to overlook because they can do nothing for you?
 Name one specific setting where the humility of the King needs to reshape how you act this 

week.

Question 7

Student Question:

The King ‘shall cut off the chariot... and the battle bow... and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth’ (9:10). What kind of 
kingdom is being described here, and how is it fulfilled in the reign of Christ over His church right 
now rather than in an earthly military empire or a future political restoration? How does this 
guard us from misunderstanding the nature of Christ’s kingdom?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question reaches the central doctrinal issue of the kingdom, and it must be handled clearly. 
The King ‘shall cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the 



battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to 
sea and from the River to the ends of the earth’ (9:10). Notice what kind of kingdom this is. The 
King removes the instruments of war, He rules by speaking peace, and His dominion is universal, 
reaching to the ends of the earth.

Teach plainly what this is and what it is not. This is not the description of an earthly military 
empire, nor of a future political restoration of national Israel, nor of a thousand-year reign yet to 
come. It is the spiritual, worldwide reign of Christ over His church, which is the Israel of God. The 
kingdom arrived with Jesus’ ministry and was established when the church began at Pentecost. 
Daniel had foretold a kingdom that God would ‘set up... which shall never be destroyed’ (Daniel 
2:44), and Jesus announced, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand’ (Mark 
1:14–15). Christ reigns now, from the right hand of the Father, over a kingdom that knows no 
national borders.

Show how the imagery itself rules out a military reading. A King who ‘cuts off the chariot and the 
war horse and the battle bow’ and rules by ‘speaking peace’ is precisely not building an army. 
His weapon is the gospel of peace, and His conquest is the reconciliation of sinners to God and 
to one another. ‘He himself is our peace, who has made us both one’ (Ephesians 2:14). The rule 
‘from sea to sea’ is the spread of that gospel and the gathering of His people from every tribe 
and tongue, not the conquest of territory.

Guard students against the popular but mistaken hope of an earthly, political kingdom. That 
hope was the very mistake many of Jesus’ contemporaries made, wanting a King to throw off 
Rome, and it is the same mistake behind modern schemes of a future earthly reign. The 
kingdom of Christ is here now, it is spiritual, it is universal, and it is entered not by national birth 
or military victory but by the new birth into His church (John 3:5; Colossians 1:13).

Bring it home as good news. The fact that the kingdom is spiritual and present does not make it 
less real; it makes it more secure. No army can topple it, no border can contain it, and no 
political collapse can undo it. Christ reigns now, and His subjects are called to live as citizens of a 
kingdom of peace in the midst of a warring world.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Christ’s kingdom is spiritual and universal, not an earthly military or political empire (John 
18:36).

 The kingdom arrived with Jesus’ ministry and was established at Pentecost; Christ reigns 
now (Daniel 2:44; Mark 1:14–15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13).

 The ‘peace’ of the kingdom is reconciliation with God and one another through the gospel 
(Ephesians 2:14).

 The rule ‘from sea to sea’ is the worldwide spread of the gospel and the gathering of the 
church.

 Guard against premillennial and dispensational readings that expect a future earthly political 
kingdom or restored national Israel.



Discussion Prompts

 How does the imagery of cutting off the chariot and bow show that this is not a military 
kingdom?

 Why is it important to see that Christ’s kingdom is present and spiritual rather than future 
and political?

 How does the present, secure reign of Christ over His church encourage you to live now?

Question 8

Student Question:

God says, ‘Because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the 
waterless pit’ (9:11), pointing forward to the deliverance Christ would purchase by His blood. In 
what ways have you experienced, or do you still need to experience, the freedom Christ offers 
from the ‘pit’ of sin, guilt, or hopelessness? Where do you need to live more freely as one who 
has been set free?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question draws out the deliverance promised in verse 11: ‘As for you also, 
because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless 
pit.’ The ‘waterless pit’ is the dry cistern, the dungeon where prisoners were left to languish, the 
very kind of pit Joseph was thrown into and where Jeremiah sank in the mire. It is an image of 
helplessness, of being trapped with no way out by one’s own effort.

Point to the ground of the deliverance: ‘the blood of my covenant.’ Under the old covenant this 
language pointed back to the blood that sealed God’s promises to His people. But it reaches 
forward to its fullest meaning in Christ, who at the Last Supper took the cup and said, ‘This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins’ (Matthew 
26:28). The prisoners are set free not by their own striving but because of the blood of the 
King’s covenant. This is the gospel: freedom purchased by the blood of Christ.

Help students locate their own pit. Every person knows some version of the waterless pit, the 
dry, helpless place of guilt over a past sin, of shame that will not lift, of an entrenched habit, of 
hopelessness about ever changing. The crucial truth is that we do not climb out by our own 
strength; we are ‘set free’ by Another. The initiative and the power belong to the King who shed 
His blood.

Press toward living as the freed. Many Christians have been set free and yet still live as though 
they were prisoners, weighed down by guilt God has already removed, or trapped in patterns 
Christ has already broken. Ask students where they need to step out of the pit and actually walk 
in the freedom that the blood of the covenant has already secured. ‘For freedom Christ has set 
us free; stand firm therefore’ (Galatians 5:1).



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Deliverance comes ‘because of the blood of my covenant,’ fulfilled in the blood of Christ 
(Matthew 26:28).

 We are set free from the ‘pit’ of sin and guilt by God’s initiative and power, not our own 
striving.

 The blood of Christ’s new covenant secures the forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:14–15).
 Those whom Christ has freed are called to live in freedom, not as prisoners (Galatians 5:1).

Discussion Prompts

 What ‘waterless pit’ of sin, guilt, or hopelessness has Christ set you free from, or do you still 
need freed from?

 Why is it significant that freedom comes ‘because of the blood of my covenant’ and not by 
our own striving?

 Where do you still live like a prisoner even though Christ has set you free?

Question 9

Student Question:

Bring the heart of the chapter together: the King who comes ‘humble and mounted on a donkey,’ 
who is ‘righteous and having salvation,’ who ‘speaks peace to the nations,’ and who sets 
prisoners free ‘because of the blood of my covenant’ (9:9–11). What does this whole picture 
reveal about the kind of King God sends and the kind of salvation He brings? How does the 
humble, righteous, peace-bringing, blood-purchasing reign of Christ over His church both satisfy 
our deepest need and correct every false hope of an earthly, political, or merely powerful 
kingdom, and what does it mean to truly receive Him as King?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest and most central block of the lesson, and it deserves the most time. Gather 
the whole portrait of the King together: He comes ‘humble and mounted on a donkey,’ He is 
‘righteous and having salvation,’ He ‘speaks peace to the nations,’ and He sets prisoners free 
‘because of the blood of my covenant’ (9:9–11). Every line is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. This is not a 
collection of pleasant images; it is a complete revelation of the kind of King God sends and the 
kind of salvation He brings.

Teach each strand and let them reinforce one another. He is humble: He came not on a 
warhorse but on a colt, not to be served but to give His life (Mark 10:45). He is righteous: His 
reign is just and true, not the arbitrary power of earthly kings. He is saving: He does not merely 
rule, He rescues. He brings peace: not by the sword but by reconciling sinners to God through 
His cross (Ephesians 2:14–16). And He frees prisoners by His own blood: the cost of our 
deliverance is borne by the King Himself. Hold these together and you have the gospel in 
miniature.



Show how this portrait satisfies our deepest need and corrects every false hope. Our deepest 
need is not a stronger earthly ruler, a better political arrangement, or improved circumstances; 
it is to be freed from sin, reconciled to God, and ruled by a righteous and gracious King. This 
humble, blood-purchasing King meets that need exactly. At the same time, the portrait 
dismantles the false hopes we keep reaching for: the hope of salvation through power, through 
politics, through human achievement, or through a coming earthly kingdom. The King has 
already come, and His kingdom is here, spiritual and universal, established in His church 
(Colossians 1:13; Daniel 2:44).

Confront the central decision the chapter presses. To behold this King is not enough; the crowds 
who shouted ‘Hosanna’ beheld Him and still wanted a different kind of king within the week. 
The call is to receive Him as King, to lay down our cloaks before Him, to surrender the throne of 
our own lives to His righteous and humble rule. Receiving Him as King means accepting His 
terms, not ours; His kind of kingdom, not the one we would have designed; His humility as the 
pattern for our own. Salvation comes by responding to this King on His terms, believing He is 
Lord and Christ, repenting, confessing Him, and being baptized into Him (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–
4; Galatians 3:26–27).

Bring it to the heart and let it land. The most important question this chapter asks is not ‘Do you 
admire this King?’ but ‘Will you have this King to reign over you?’ Help students see that to 
receive the humble, righteous, peace-bringing, blood-purchasing King is to receive everything, 
and that the only fitting response to such a King is glad and total surrender.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Zechariah’s King, humble, righteous, saving, peace-bringing, blood-purchasing, is fully 
revealed in Jesus Christ.

 Our deepest need is reconciliation with God and freedom from sin, which this King alone 
provides.

 The portrait of the King corrects every false hope of salvation through power, politics, or an 
earthly kingdom.

 Christ’s kingdom is present, spiritual, and universal, established in His church (Colossians 
1:13; Daniel 2:44).

 Receiving Christ as King means surrendering to His terms and His kind of kingdom, not our 
own.

 Salvation comes by responding to the King in faith, repentance, confession, and baptism into 
Him (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4; Galatians 3:26–27).

Discussion Prompts

 Which strand of this portrait, humble, righteous, saving, peace-bringing, blood-purchasing, 
most reshapes your picture of Jesus?

 How does this King both meet our deepest need and correct our false hopes of an earthly or 
powerful kingdom?



 What is the difference between admiring this King and actually receiving Him to reign over 
you?

Question 10

Student Question:

Zechariah closes by promising that God will save His people like a flock, calling them ‘prisoners of 
hope’ who will be restored ‘double’ (9:12, 16–17), and the chapter as a whole holds out the 
coming of the humble, saving King. Looking back across the entire passage, name one specific 
way the Lord is using this picture of Jesus the King to form you, and one concrete area where you 
will let Him reign more fully this week.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone question asks students to look back across the whole chapter and respond 
personally. Trace the movement once more with them: the judgment on the proud nations, God 
encamping around His house, the joyful coming of the humble King, the spiritual and universal 
reign of peace, the freedom purchased by the blood of the covenant, and the closing promise 
that God will save His people like a flock. The chapter closes by calling them ‘prisoners of hope’ 
who will be restored ‘double’ (9:12), and by picturing God saving His people ‘as the flock of his 
people; for like the jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land’ (9:16).

Linger on that phrase, ‘prisoners of hope.’ It captures the whole tension and triumph of the 
chapter. God’s people may still feel the walls of the pit, still wait for the fullness of restoration, 
and yet they are not prisoners of despair but prisoners of hope, held fast by a sure promise. 
Their King has come, their freedom is purchased, and their final restoration is certain. This is the 
posture the chapter aims to produce: confident, joyful hope grounded in the King who has 
come.

Resist the urge to leave the lesson at the level of admiration. The whole point of Zechariah 9 is 
movement: from looking for the wrong kind of king to receiving the right one, from grim 
resignation to rejoicing, from the pit to freedom, from self-rule to glad submission. A student 
who closes this lesson merely impressed with the imagery has missed it. The aim is a specific, 
namable response to the King.

Help each person land on one concrete area where they will let the King reign more fully this 
week. For one it will be laying down a stronghold of false security; for another, choosing joy in a 
hard circumstance; for another, walking in the freedom Christ has won; for another, taking up 
humble service in a particular relationship. Close on the King Himself, not on the demand. 
Remind students that the One who calls them to surrender is the humble, righteous, saving King 
who came on a donkey and gave His blood for them, and that to have Him as King is to have 
everything.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 God saves and gathers His people like a flock, holding them as ‘prisoners of hope’ (Zechariah 
9:12, 16).

 Christian hope is sure because it rests on the King who has already come and the freedom 
He has already purchased.

 Genuine response to God’s word moves from admiration to concrete surrender and action.
 Letting Christ reign more fully looks different in different lives, but the call to surrender is 

universal.

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean for you to live as a ‘prisoner of hope’ rather than a prisoner of despair?
 What one way is the Lord using this picture of Jesus the King to form you right now?
 Name one concrete area where you will let the King reign more fully this week.


