The Books of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 4: Clean Garments and the Branch
Zechariah 3:1-4:14

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Doctrinally, these two chapters set before us one of the richest Old Testament pictures of God'’s
gracious justification of guilty people, and they tie that cleansing directly to the coming Messiah.
Joshua the high priest stands accused and filthy, with nothing to plead, and God Himself silences
the accuser, removes the iniquity, and clothes the man in pure garments. This is grace in action:
God doing for the guilty what they cannot do for themselves. Then God points beyond the
moment to ‘my servant the Branch’ (3:8) and to a single day on which He will remove the
iniquity of the land. Teach the Branch as a clear Messianic title fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the priest-
king who builds the true temple, His church (this same Branch reappears in Zechariah 6:12-13 as
the one who builds the temple and bears royal and priestly office together). Chapter 4 then
drives home that God'’s work is accomplished ‘not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit’
(4:6), and that small beginnings are not to be despised.

Guard against a few errors as you teach. First, do not read New Testament baptism
anachronistically into Joshua’s vision; this is a vision of God's grace removing guilt, and while it
points forward to the cleansing we have in Christ, Joshua is not being baptized. Draw the
timeless principle of God’s gracious cleansing, then point forward to its fulfillment. Second, do
not frame the Branch, the temple, or the restored land in premillennial or dispensational terms.
The temple the Branch builds is not a future literal building in Jerusalem but the church, the
spiritual temple in which God dwells by His Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5). Third, do not
let grace swallow the call to obedience: God cleanses Joshua and then charges him to walk in His
ways. Grace and faithful obedience are partners, not rivals.

This passage was never meant merely to inform; it was meant to lift the head of the guilty and
steady the hand of the discouraged. A student who really hears these chapters will stop carrying
a guilt that God has already taken away, will learn to answer the accuser with God'’s verdict
rather than his own feelings, and will trust the Spirit of God rather than the strength of his own
arm. So aim at both targets. Send students home understanding why and how God cleanses the
guilty in Christ the Branch, and send them home actually wearing the clean garments, free of the
accuser’s voice, and ready to serve in the strength God supplies.

Question 1
Student Question:

The vision opens with Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord while Satan
stands at his right hand to accuse him (3:1). What does this scene reveal about the reality of



accusation against God'’s people, and about the One before whom we ultimately stand? What
does it tell us that even the high priest, the holiest office in Israel, stands there in filthy
garments?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Set the scene carefully, because the imagery does the teaching. Zechariah sees a courtroom.
Joshua the high priest stands before the angel of the Lord, and Satan (the name means ‘the
accuser’ or ‘the adversary’) stands at his right hand, the customary place of a prosecutor, ready
to bring charges. This is the same accusing role we see in Job 1-2 and Revelation 12:10. The
accusation is not imaginary; Joshua really does stand in filthy garments, and the charges have
substance.

Press the significance of who is standing there. This is not the worst sinner in Israel; this is the
high priest, the man who represented the whole nation before God, the holiest office in the
land. If anyone might have a record to stand on, it would be him. Yet even he stands there filthy
and silent. The vision quietly demolishes the idea that any of us, however religious or
respectable, can stand before God on our own merit.

Help students feel the weight of the One before whom Joshua stands. Ultimately we do not
answer to the accuser, and we do not answer to our own consciences. We stand before the
Lord. The accuser may speak, but he is not the judge. This is the hinge on which the whole vision
turns, and it sets up the stunning reversal that follows.

Draw out the timeless principle. Accusation is real. There is a real adversary, and there are real
failures he can point to. But the believer’s standing is not finally determined in the accuser’s
courtroom; it is determined by the verdict of God. Teaching this prepares students to hear, in
the next verses, the only voice whose verdict actually counts.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Satanis a real adversary whose characteristic work is accusation against God’s people (Job
1-2; Revelation 12:10).

® Even the holiest human office cannot stand before God on its own merit; all stand in need of
cleansing.

* The accused ultimately stands before the Lord, not before the accuser or his own
conscience.

¢ The reality of guilt is not denied; the filthy garments are genuine, and the charges have
substance.

e God's people are vulnerable to accusation, but the verdict over them belongs to God alone.

Discussion Prompts

e Why is it significant that the man being accused here is the high priest and not an obvious
sinner?



e What forms does the voice of accusation take in our lives today?
e How does remembering that we stand before God, not the accuser, change the way we hear
those accusations?

Question 2
Student Question:

Joshua stands in ‘filthy garments’ (3:3) with no defense to offer and no word to say. When you
honestly consider your own record before a holy God, where are you tempted either to minimize
your filthy garments or to despair of ever being clean? Which of those two errors do you lean
toward, and why?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the first self-examining question, and the aim is honest realism, not despair. Joshua
stands in ‘filthy garments,’ and the Hebrew word is strong; these are not lightly soiled clothes
but garments defiled in the most offensive way. The picture is meant to be uncomfortable. It
refuses to let us pretend our sin is minor or cosmetic.

Lead students to see the two ditches on either side of this road. The first ditch is minimizing: we
soften our sin, call it a mistake, compare ourselves favorably to others, and so never feel the
need for real cleansing. The second ditch is despair: we feel the filth so keenly that we conclude
we are beyond cleansing, and we give up. Both ditches keep us from the grace that is offered.

Help each person identify which way they lean. Some people instinctively explain their failures
away; others instinctively drown in them. The same vision speaks to both. To the minimizer it
says, look at the filthy garments honestly. To the despairing it says, watch what God does next.
Neither minimizing nor despairing is the faithful response.

Move toward the gospel posture that lies between the ditches: honest about the filth, hopeful
in the grace. Encourage students to name their garments truthfully before God, not to wallow in
them but to bring them to the only One who can remove them. The honesty is not the
destination; it is the doorway to cleansing.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* Sinis genuinely defiling, not a minor blemish to be explained away (Isaiah 64:6).

¢ Minimizing sin blinds us to our need for grace; despairing of sin blinds us to the sufficiency
of grace.

* Honest confession is the doorway to cleansing, not the cause of it (1 John 1:8-9).

e Self-examination before God is healthy when it leads toward His mercy rather than away
from it.

Discussion Prompts



¢ Do you tend more toward minimizing your sin or toward despairing over it? Why?

e What is the danger of each of those two errors?

e What would it look like to be honest about your ‘filthy garments’ without being crushed by
them?

Question 3
Student Question:

Rather than addressing the accused, the Lord turns to the accuser and says, ‘The Lord rebuke
you, O Satan’ (3:2). What does it mean that God Himself silences the accuser on behalf of His
people, and how does this shape the way we understand the security of those whom God has
chosen to forgive?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here the vision turns, and the surprise is total. We expect the Judge to weigh the evidence and
respond to the accused. Instead, the Lord turns to the accuser and says, ‘The Lord rebuke you, O
Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!’ (3:2). The accusation is not answered
point by point. The accuser himself is silenced. Notice the ground of the rebuke: the Lord has
chosen Jerusalem. God'’s prior choice and covenant love stand behind the rebuke.

Teach the wonder of this carefully. God does not silence the accuser by pretending Joshua is
innocent. The garments really are filthy. God silences him by acting in grace on behalf of the
guilty. The accuser’s charges are true, but they are not the last word, because the God who
chose to redeem has the last word. This is the pattern fulfilled gloriously in Christ, where
Romans 8:33-34 asks, ‘Who shall bring any charge against God'’s elect? It is God who justifies.’

Add the vivid image Zechariah includes: Joshua is ‘a brand plucked from the fire’' (3:2). He is like
a piece of wood snatched from the flames, scorched but rescued. God's people are not rescued
because they were too good to burn, but because God reached in and pulled them out. The
cleansing that follows is entirely an act of divine grace.

Apply this to the security of the forgiven. When God forgives, He silences the accuser, and the
believer can learn to answer the inner and outer voices of condemnation not by arguing his own
goodness but by pointing to God’s verdict. Be careful here to keep this within sound bounds:
this is not ‘once saved, always saved.’ The same chapter goes on to charge Joshua to walk in
God’s ways (3:7). The security is real, but it is the security of those who continue to walk with
God, not a guarantee that overrides ongoing faithfulness.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ God Himself silences the accuser on behalf of His people; the verdict belongs to the Judge,
not the prosecutor (Romans 8:33-34).
e God's gracious choice and covenant love are the ground on which the accuser is rebuked.



* Forgiveness does not deny the reality of sin; it deals with real guilt by grace.

¢ The believer’s security rests in God’s verdict, yet is the security of those who continue to
walk faithfully with Him (3:7), not an unconditional guarantee.

e We are ‘brands plucked from the fire,’ rescued by God’s initiative rather than our own
worthiness.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What does it mean that God answers the accuser not by denying our sin but by removing it?

e How can a believer learn to answer the voice of condemnation with God'’s verdict rather
than his own feelings?

¢ How do we hold together the real security of the forgiven and the call to continue walking
with God?

Question 4
Student Question:

God ordered the filthy garments removed and said, ‘| have taken your iniquity away from you,
and | will clothe you with pure vestments’ (3:4). Where in your life are you still trying to clean
your own garments by your own effort, performance, or guilt, instead of receiving the cleansing
God offers? What would change if you let God clothe you instead?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Watch the sequence in verse 4. The Lord gives an order to those standing before Him: ‘Remove
the filthy garments from him.’ Then He turns to Joshua and explains what the removal means:
‘Behold, | have taken your iniquity away from you, and | will clothe you with pure vestments.’
Joshua does nothing. He does not wash himself, change his own clothes, or earn the new
garments. Cleansing is something done to him and for him, by God.

This is the heart of grace, and it cuts against a deep human instinct. We want to clean ourselves
up before we come to God. We try to perform our way back into His favor, to feel guilty long
enough that the guilt itself becomes a kind of payment, to balance our failures with enough
good deeds. Joshua’s vision exposes all of that as unnecessary and impossible. The garments
come off and the clean ones go on by God'’s word alone.

Be precise here, as the lesson guidance directs. This is a vision of God's gracious cleansing of
guilt; do not read New Testament baptism back into it as though Joshua were being baptized.
Yet the principle pictured here, that God Himself removes our iniquity and clothes us in
righteousness, points forward to the cleansing we have in Christ. Under the New Covenant, God
clothes us with Christ (Galatians 3:27) and gives us garments of salvation (Isaiah 61:10). Teach
the timeless truth of grace, then point forward to its fulfillment without collapsing the two.



Bring it to the heart. Many sincere believers have confessed their sins and yet still wear the old
filthy garments inwardly, still flinching under guilt that God has already removed. Press students
to identify where they are still trying to clean their own garments, and to receive instead the
clean robes God holds out. The cleansing is not a reward for self-improvement; it is a gift to be
received.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e C(Cleansing from sin is God’s gracious act done for us, not something we accomplish for
ourselves.

e Self-cleansing by performance, guilt, or good works cannot remove iniquity; only God can
take it away.

e This vision pictures God’s grace and points forward to the cleansing we have in Christ,
without being New Testament baptism itself.

* In Christ, God clothes the forgiven with righteousness like clean garments (Isaiah 61:10;
Galatians 3:27).

Discussion Prompts

e Where are you still trying to clean your own garments instead of receiving God'’s cleansing?
*  Why is the instinct to ‘clean ourselves up first’ so deep, and why is it impossible?
¢ What would change in your daily walk if you truly believed God has already clothed you?

Question 5
Student Question:

After cleansing Joshua, the Lord gives him a charge: ‘If you will walk in my ways and keep my
charge’ (3:7). How do God’s gracious cleansing and His call to faithful obedience fit together
here? Why is it a mistake to set grace and obedience against each other, as if receiving one
cancels the need for the other?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

After the cleansing comes a charge. The angel of the Lord solemnly says to the freshly cleansed
Joshua, ‘If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you shall rule my house and have
charge of my courts’ (3:7). The order matters enormously: cleansing first, then the call to
obedience. God does not say, ‘Clean yourself up by obeying, and then | will accept you.’ He
cleanses first, freely, and then summons the cleansed man to a faithful life.

Teach that grace and obedience are not rivals. A common error swings to one extreme or the
other: either we make obedience the price of acceptance (legalism), or we treat grace as if it
cancels any need to obey (license). Zechariah 3 refuses both. Joshua is cleansed by grace, and
precisely because he has been cleansed, he is now called and equipped to walk in God’s ways.
Obedience is the grateful response of the forgiven, not the purchase price of forgiveness.



Connect this to the whole shape of biblical faith. The same God who saves by grace calls the
saved to faithful obedience and warns that those who turn back can fall away (Hebrews 3:12-
14). Grace is not opposed to effort; it is opposed to earning. The cleansed priest is now to keep
God'’s charge, and the responsibility is real. This guards students against treating forgiveness as a
license to drift.

Make it personal. Encourage students to see obedience not as a grim attempt to stay in God’s
good graces but as the natural overflow of having been clothed in clean garments. The one who
has truly received grace will want to walk in God’s ways. Help them name one concrete way that
gratitude for cleansing can take the shape of obedience this week.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Cleansing comes first by grace; the call to obedience follows as the response of the forgiven
(Ephesians 2:8-10).

e Grace and obedience are partners, not rivals; grace opposes earning, not effort.

* Legalism (obeying to be accepted) and license (treating grace as freedom to sin) are both
errors this passage corrects.

¢ Those who have been cleansed are genuinely called and able to walk faithfully, and warned
not to turn back (Hebrews 3:12-14).

Discussion Prompts

¢  Why does the order matter, that God cleanses Joshua before charging him to walk in His
ways?

* How do people fall into either legalism or license, and how does this passage correct both?

e What is one way gratitude for God’s cleansing could take the shape of concrete obedience
this week?

Question 6
Student Question:

The clean turban was placed on Joshua’s head, restoring him not just as a forgiven man but as a
servant with renewed purpose and access (3:5, 7). Think of an area where past failure has made
you feel disqualified from serving God. How might God be calling you, like Joshua, to step back
into service as a cleansed and restored person?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Notice what the cleansing leads to. The Lord says, ‘Let them put a clean turban on his head’
(3:5), restoring the high priest’s full regalia, and then promises that if Joshua walks faithfully he
‘shall rule my house’ and ‘have charge of my courts,” and even ‘the right of access among those
who are standing here’ (3:7). Joshua is not merely forgiven and sent away; he is restored to his
office, his purpose, and his nearness to God. Forgiveness reopens the door to service.



This is profoundly hopeful for anyone who feels disqualified by past failure. Joshua had stood
there filthy and condemned; now he is reinstated as the priest who represents the people
before God. God does not forgive His people only to set them on the shelf. He cleanses them in
order to use them. The accuser would love for us to believe that our failures have permanently
sidelined us; this vision says otherwise.

Help students name the place where past failure has made them feel disqualified. For one it may
be a moral failure that makes them feel unworthy to teach or lead or serve. For another it may
be a season of unfaithfulness that left them feeling like a spectator in the body of Christ. The
pattern of Scripture, from Joshua here to Peter restored by the risen Christ, is that God cleanses
and then recommissions.

Move toward a concrete step back into service. The point is not presumption, as if forgiveness

erases all consequences, but restoration, the glad return of a cleansed person to useful service.
Invite each student to identify one way they could step back into serving God as a forgiven and
restored person rather than hiding behind old failures.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* God forgives in order to restore to purpose and service, not merely to acquit (John 21:15-
17).

® Restored access and nearness to God flow from His cleansing (Zechariah 3:7).

e Past failure does not permanently disqualify the cleansed from serving God.

e The accuser seeks to sideline the forgiven; God recommissions them.

Discussion Prompts

*  Where has past failure made you feel disqualified from serving God?
* How does Joshua's restoration to office speak to that sense of disqualification?
e What is one way you could step back into service as a cleansed and restored person?

Question 7
Student Question:

The Lord calls Joshua and his fellow priests ‘men who are a sign’ and announces, ‘Behold, | will
bring my servant the Branch’ (3:8). Why does God point beyond the cleansing of one man to a
coming Servant, and what does it suggest that the forgiveness pictured here was always meant
to lead the eye forward to something, and Someone, greater?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The vision now lifts its eyes beyond Joshua. The Lord declares that Joshua and his fellow priests
are ‘men who are a sign’ (3:8), that is, they point beyond themselves to something coming. And



then the announcement: ‘Behold, | will bring my servant the Branch.’ The cleansing of one man
was never the whole story; it was a signpost pointing to a greater work God was about to do.

Teach why God directs the eye forward. The forgiveness pictured in Joshua’s clean garments
raises a question the Old Covenant could not finally answer on its own: how can a holy God
justly take away iniquity? The sacrifices pointed forward; they could not in themselves perfect
the worshiper (Hebrews 10:1-4). So God promises a Servant, the Branch, through whom the
deepest cleansing will come. The vision is deliberately incomplete on purpose, leaning toward
the One who will fulfill it.

Define the term so students grasp its weight. ‘The Branch’ is a recognized Messianic title in the
prophets, a shoot from David’s line (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Zechariah 6:12-13). To call
the coming one ‘my servant the Branch’ is to announce the Messiah. Zechariah'’s hearers did not
yet have His name, but they were being taught to watch for Him. We look back and see the One
they were straining forward to see.

Make the connection that this question is building toward (and that Q9 will develop fully). The
cleansing of Joshua and the promise of the Branch belong together: God removes guilt, and God
provides the Servant through whom that removal is finally accomplished. Help students feel the
unity of Scripture here, the way the grace shown to one priest opens onto the grace shown to
the whole world in Christ.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* ‘The Branch’ is a recognized Messianic title pointing to the coming Christ (Isaiah 11:1;
Jeremiah 23:5-6).

* The priests are ‘men who are a sign,’ pointing beyond themselves to the coming Servant.

¢ Old Covenant forgiveness pointed forward; it could not in itself perfect the worshiper
(Hebrews 10:1-4).

e God's grace to one man opens onto His greater work of redemption for all in Christ.

Discussion Prompts

e Why does God point beyond the cleansing of one man to a coming Servant?

e What does it mean that the priests were ‘a sign,’ pointing beyond themselves?

e How does seeing the forgiveness here lead the eye forward help us read the Old Testament
rightly?

Question 8
Student Question:

To discouraged Zerubbabel, facing a mountain of obstacles and a temple that looked far too
small, God says, ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit’ (4:6), and ‘Do not despise the day
of small things’ (4:10). Where are you tempted to measure God’s work by visible size and human



strength? What small, seemingly insignificant act of faithfulness might God be calling you to
value and continue?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 4 shifts the scene to a golden lampstand fed continually by two olive trees, and at its
center stands a word for Zerubbabel, the governor overseeing the temple’s rebuilding. The work
was small, the obstacles large, and the people were discouraged. Into that discouragement God
speaks the famous word: ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts’
(4:6). The temple would be finished, but not by human strength; it would be finished by the
Spirit of God.

Draw out the imagery. The lampstand burns without anyone laboring to keep it filled, because
the olive trees supply it directly with oil. Oil throughout Scripture is associated with the Spirit.
The picture is of a work sustained not by human effort frantically pouring in resources, but by
God'’s own provision flowing in continually. The light shines because God supplies it.

Teach the two memorable sayings together. First, ‘not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit’
corrects our instinct to measure God’s work by visible strength, numbers, and human resources.
Second, ‘whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice’ (4:10) corrects our instinct
to dismiss what looks small and unimpressive. God delights to accomplish great things through
small and seemingly insignificant beginnings; the great mountain of obstacles becomes a plain
before Zerubbabel (4:7).

Apply this to ordinary faithfulness. Most of the work God calls us to looks small: a quiet act of
obedience, a faithful word, a small ministry no one notices, the slow shaping of a single life. We
are tempted to despise these because they are not impressive. Help students name one small,
faithful thing God may be calling them to value and continue, trusting that the Spirit, not the
size, is what makes it count.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

®  God’s work is accomplished by His Spirit, not by human might or power (Zechariah 4:6).

¢ Qil and the lampstand picture a work continually sustained by God’s provision, not human
striving.

¢  God delights to use small and unimpressive beginnings; the day of small things is not to be
despised (4:10).

*  Mountains of obstacles become level ground before the purposes of God (4:7).

Discussion Prompts

¢ Where are you tempted to measure God's work by visible size and human strength?
e Why do we so easily ‘despise the day of small things,” and how does this passage correct us?
e What small, faithful act might God be calling you to value and continue this week?



Question 9
Student Question:

God promises, ‘I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day’ (3:9), and unveils ‘my
servant the Branch’ (3:8), the engraved stone, the priest who builds the temple (compare 6:12-
13). Gather the threads of this vision: who is the Branch, how is this Messianic promise fulfilled in
Jesus Christ the priest-king who builds the true temple, and how does the ‘single day’ on which
God removes iniquity find its fullness at the cross? What does it mean that the temple He builds
is now His church, and that the cleansing first pictured for Joshua is the cleansing offered to us in
Christ?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest and most important block in the lesson, and it deserves the most time.
Gather the threads of the vision. God promises an engraved stone with seven eyes, and
declares, ‘I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day’ (3:9). He announces ‘my servant
the Branch’ (3:8). And in the parallel vision of chapter 6, the Branch is the one who ‘shall build
the temple of the Lord’ and shall be ‘a priest on his throne,’ uniting royal and priestly office
(6:12-13). Read together, these point unmistakably to one person: the Messiah, fulfilled in Jesus
Christ.

Teach the Branch as a clear Messianic title and let the New Testament fill in the picture. Jesus is
the shoot from David’s line (Isaiah 11:1), the righteous Branch who is ‘the Lord our
righteousness’ (Jeremiah 23:5-6). He is the priest-king, the one who, like Melchizedek, holds
both throne and priesthood together (Hebrews 7), something no ordinary Israelite king or priest
could do. Zechariah’s people were promised a coming one who would be both ruler and priest;
in Jesus that promise comes true. The two olive trees and the cleansed priest and the royal
Branch all converge on Him.

Press the meaning of the ‘single day.’ God says He will remove the iniquity of the land ‘in a
single day.’ Joshua’s cleansing was a picture; the reality came on one day in history, at the cross,
where Christ ‘put away sin by the sacrifice of himself’ (Hebrews 9:26) and accomplished in one
decisive act what the endless repetition of animal sacrifices never could. The filthy garments
come off the whole people of God because of what Jesus did on that day. The vision of one
cleansed priest becomes the cleansing offered to all.

Now address the temple, and do so with care to avoid premillennial or dispensational error. The
Branch ‘shall build the temple of the Lord’ (6:12), but the temple Christ builds is not a future
literal building in Jerusalem. It is His church, the people in whom God dwells by His Spirit.
Believers are ‘being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit’ (Ephesians 2:22;
see also 1 Peter 2:5). The kingdom and temple promises of the prophets are fulfilled in Christ
and His church in this present gospel age, not postponed to a future earthly reign. Christ reigns



now, the priest-king on His throne, building His true temple out of cleansed people like Joshua,
like us.

Bring the whole vision home to the heart. The cleansing first pictured for one trembling priest is
the cleansing now offered to every guilty person in Christ. The accuser is silenced not by our
innocence but by the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 12:10-11). The Branch has come; the single
day has dawned; the temple is being built. Help students see that they are not spectators of this
vision but participants in its fulfillment, cleansed people being built into the house of God by the
Spirit. Let them leave knowing the name of the Branch and what He has done for them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e ‘The Branch’ is a Messianic title fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the shoot of David and the Lord our
righteousness (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5-6).

e  Christ is the priest-king who unites royal and priestly office, fulfilling Zechariah 6:12-13
(Hebrews 7).

e The ‘single day’ on which God removes iniquity finds its fullness at the cross, where Christ
put away sin once for all (Hebrews 9:26).

¢ The temple the Branch builds is the church, the people in whom God dwells by His Spirit, not
a future literal building (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5).

¢ The kingdom and temple promises are fulfilled in Christ and His church in this gospel age,
not postponed to a future earthly reign; Christ reigns now.

® The cleansing pictured for Joshua is the cleansing offered to us in Christ, by whom the
accuser is silenced (Revelation 12:10-11).

Discussion Prompts

e Who is the Branch, and how do the engraved stone, the priest-king, and the ‘single day’
point to Christ?

¢ How does the cross fulfill the promise that God would remove iniquity ‘in a single day’?

e What does it mean that the temple the Branch builds is the church, and that we are part of
it?

Question 10
Student Question:

Look back across the whole vision, from the accused man in filthy garments, to the clean turban
and pure vestments, to the Branch, to the lampstand burning by God’s Spirit. Name one specific
way the Lord is forming you through this passage: where is He calling you to receive His
cleansing, silence the accuser’s voice with His verdict, or trust His Spirit rather than your own
strength this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This capstone question asks students to look back across the whole vision and respond
personally. Trace the movement once more with them: the accused man in filthy garments, the
accuser silenced by God, the iniquity taken away, the clean turban and pure vestments, the
charge to walk faithfully, the promise of the Branch, and the lampstand burning by the Spirit of
God. The vision moves from condemnation to cleansing to commission, and it ends in light.

Resist letting the lesson close at the level of agreement. These chapters are not meant only to
be admired; they are meant to change the way a person stands before God. A student who
closes this study still inwardly wearing filthy garments, still flinching under the accuser’s voice,
still trusting his own strength, has watched the vision without entering it. The aim is a specific,
namable step taken in response.

Help each person land on one concrete area. For some it will be finally receiving a cleansing they
have confessed but never truly believed. For others it will be learning to answer the accuser’s
voice with God’s verdict instead of their own feelings. For still others it will be releasing the
burden of self-strength and trusting the Spirit for a task that feels too big or too small to matter.
Push gently past the general to the specific.

Close on grace, not on demand. Remind students that everything in this vision begins with God’s
initiative: God silences the accuser, God removes the iniquity, God provides the Branch, God
supplies the Spirit. The courage to live as a cleansed person comes not from gritted resolve but
from the God who took the filthy garments off Joshua and holds out clean ones still. Let them
leave wearing them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Genuine response to God's word moves from admiration to specific, namable action.

e Living as a forgiven person means answering the accuser with God’s verdict, not our own
feelings.

e  Spiritual formation includes trusting God'’s Spirit rather than our own strength for the work
He gives.

* The whole vision rests on God’s initiative; our response is to receive and live in the grace He
gives.

Discussion Prompts

e Where in this vision do you most need to respond: receiving cleansing, silencing the accuser,
or trusting the Spirit?

e What has kept you at the level of agreement rather than truly entering this grace?

e What is one specific step you will take this week as a cleansed and restored person?



