
The Gospel of Mark, Teacher’s Guide 

Week 18: Watching and Waiting Faithfully 

Mark 13:1–37 

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation) 

Mark 13 is the longest single block of Christ’s teaching in Mark’s Gospel. It is also one of the 
most often misread chapters in the New Testament. The teacher will need to handle it carefully 
on at least three doctrinal fronts. First, the prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem and its 
temple in AD 70, which Jesus describes in considerable detail (13:1–23). Second, the events that 
unfold in every generation between Christ’s resurrection and His final return: false christs, wars 
and rumors of wars, persecutions, and the spread of the gospel to all nations (13:5–13, 21–23). 
Third, the final, bodily, visible return of Christ to gather His people at the end of the age (13:24–
27, 32–37). All three threads are present, and untangling them carefully is one of the great 
responsibilities of teaching this chapter. 

The doctrinal heart of the lesson is the Church of Christ’s consistent rejection of 
premillennialism. The kingdom of God arrived in Christ (Mark 1:14–15), was established when 
His church began on the day of Pentecost (Daniel 2:44; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13), and is reigning 
now from the right hand of the Father. The “this generation” of Mark 13:30 refers to the 
generation Jesus was addressing, which did indeed witness the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 
70. The “coming of the Son of Man” in 13:26 uses Daniel 7 imagery that has both a near sense 
(the judgment on Jerusalem, the vindication of Christ in the events of AD 70) and a far sense 
(the final personal return of Christ at the end of the age, described elsewhere with great clarity, 
Acts 1:9–11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18). The chapter teaches that we live in the “between time” 
between Pentecost and the final coming, and that we are to watch and work faithfully, not to 
construct elaborate timetables. 

At the same time, this lesson is deeply formational. Christ’s repeated commands are practical. 
“See that no one leads you astray.” “Do not be alarmed.” “Be on guard.” “Endure to the end.” 
“Stay awake.” The disciple is to live alertly in every age. The lesson must press these commands 
on real lives, where the daily temptation is either to anxious end-times speculation or to drowsy 
indifference to the world Christ is sustaining and to the return for which He has told us to be 
ready. Close the lesson with the parable of the doorkeeper. Christ has left work for every 
disciple. The faithful one is the one He finds awake. 

Question 1 

Student Question: 

In response to the disciples’ admiration of the temple buildings, Jesus says, “There will not be left 
here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down” (13:2). What is Jesus prophesying 



about the temple in Jerusalem, when did this prophecy come to historical fulfillment, and what 
does its historical fulfillment in AD 70 reveal about the trustworthiness of Christ’s words and the 
end of the Old Covenant temple system (compare Daniel 9:24–27; Matthew 23:37–24:2; 
Hebrews 8–10)? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The Jerusalem temple in Jesus’ day was one of the great architectural wonders of the Roman 
world. Herod the Great had begun a massive rebuilding project that took decades. Some of the 
stones were over forty feet long. The temple platform covered a vast area. Pilgrims approached 
from every direction. To predict that not one stone would be left on another was, by any human 
reading of the situation, absurd. It would be like predicting today that a major cathedral or 
capitol building would be completely leveled within a generation. 

And yet, exactly that happened. In AD 70, the Roman general Titus, after a long siege, broke into 
Jerusalem, destroyed the city, and demolished the temple. Josephus, the Jewish historian 
writing not long after, describes the destruction in detail. Stones were thrown down. The temple 
was set on fire. The walls were dismantled. The Old Covenant temple system that had stood for 
centuries (in two forms, Solomon’s and Herod’s) came to an end. The sacrifices stopped. The 
priesthood ceased to function as a sacrificial system. Judaism reshaped itself around the 
synagogue, the Torah, and the rabbinic tradition. From AD 70 forward there has been no temple 
in Jerusalem and no functioning Levitical priesthood. 

What does this fulfillment reveal? Several truths. First, the trustworthiness of Christ’s words. He 
told the disciples plainly what would happen, and within forty years it had happened in precisely 
the way He said. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away” (Mark 
13:31). Second, the end of the Old Covenant temple system. Hebrews 8–10 had argued, in the 
years just before AD 70, that the Old Covenant was obsolete, that the temple sacrifices had 
been fulfilled and superseded in Christ, and that the new and better covenant had been 
established by His blood. The destruction of the temple in AD 70 was God’s public confirmation 
of what Hebrews had been preaching. There is no temple in Jerusalem to which Christians 
return. There is no priesthood besides Christ and the priesthood of all believers in Him (1 Peter 
2:5, 9). There are no sacrifices besides the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ on the cross (Hebrews 
10:11–14) and the sacrifices of praise and good works His people offer (Hebrews 13:15–16). 
Third, Daniel 9:24–27’s prophecy of seventy weeks finds its central fulfillment in the work of 
Christ, with the destruction of the city and the sanctuary marking the closing of the Old 
Covenant economy. 

This also has implications for current expectations. Some today expect a future rebuilding of the 
temple and a return of the sacrificial system in a coming earthly millennium. The New 
Testament teaches the opposite. The temple in Jerusalem has been replaced by the church, the 
body of Christ, the dwelling place of God by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16–17; Ephesians 2:19–
22; 1 Peter 2:4–10). The sacrificial system has been fulfilled and ended in Christ (Hebrews 9:11–



14). A future rebuilt sacrificial temple would be a step backward into shadows from which Christ 
has freed His people. The destruction of AD 70 was not a delay in God’s plan. It was the visible 
end of an arrangement that had already been fulfilled in Christ. 

For students, this scene grounds confidence both in Christ’s prophetic word and in the present 
reality of the new arrangement in Him. The Lord who said that not one stone would be left on 
another was right within forty years. The Lord who said He would build His church on the 
confession that He is the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:18) has been doing 
exactly that for two thousand years. His words are not in doubt. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The historical destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in AD 70 as the fulfillment of Christ’s 
prophecy (Mark 13:2; Matthew 23:37–24:2; Luke 21:20–24) 

• The trustworthiness of Christ’s prophetic word (Mark 13:31; Matthew 5:18) 
• The end of the Old Covenant temple system in Christ’s fulfillment of it (Hebrews 8–10) 
• The church as the new temple, the dwelling place of God by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16–

17; Ephesians 2:19–22; 1 Peter 2:4–10) 
• The once-for-all sacrifice of Christ as the end of the sacrificial system (Hebrews 9:11–14; 

10:11–14) 
• Rejection of any expectation that a future rebuilt temple and sacrificial system are part of 

God’s redemptive plan 
• The priesthood of all believers in Christ (1 Peter 2:5, 9; Hebrews 13:15–16) 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does the AD 70 fulfillment confirm Christ’s words? 
• Why is the New Testament so clear that the temple has been replaced by the church? 
• What is at stake doctrinally in expecting (or not expecting) a future rebuilt temple and 

sacrificial system? 

Question 2 

Student Question: 

Each generation has its own version of “wonderful stones and wonderful buildings” we are 
tempted to admire (institutions, traditions, structures, programs, even congregations and 
ministries) as though they will always stand. What visible things in your own life or in the life of 
the church are you tempted to lean on as if they will not pass away, and what does honest faith 
look like in a world where every visible structure eventually comes down? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Every generation has its “wonderful stones.” For first-century Jewish disciples, it was the 
temple. For modern Western Christians, it is often the visible institutions we have inherited: 



stable congregations, recognizable denominations, faithful schools, beloved buildings, family 
traditions, comfortable cultural arrangements, the moral expectations of the surrounding 
society. Most of these can be very good gifts. None of them is permanent. 

The temple was a real gift from God to His people, and yet within forty years of Jesus’ word, it 
was gone. Many of the institutions we have leaned on in our day are likewise gifts from God, 
and yet many of them will not be standing in their current form a generation from now. 
Congregations close. Programs fade. Cultural arrangements change. Even denominations that 
seemed unshakable a hundred years ago are now in steep decline. The visible structures of 
Christian life in any moment are real, but they are not eternal. 

What does honest faith look like in a world where every visible structure eventually comes 
down? Several things. First, gratitude for the visible gifts in their season. We honor what God 
has provided. We support the local congregation. We invest in faithful schools, ministries, 
families, and institutions. We pour ourselves into the work of the kingdom in our time. Second, 
holding the visible loosely. We do not treat any institution as the kingdom itself. The kingdom is 
larger and older than any one of its visible expressions. Third, anchoring our hope in what 
cannot be shaken. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away” (Mark 
13:31). “We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken” (Hebrews 12:28). Fourth, faithful 
work in the present without anxious preservation of what is passing. We do our work for Christ 
today, leave the future of our institutions in His hands, and continue building on the only 
foundation that cannot be moved (1 Corinthians 3:11). 

Help students examine where they have been quietly assuming permanence where Christ has 
only given them temporary stewardship. The congregation they have served for decades. The 
programs they have built. The cultural arrangements they have inherited. The reputation they 
have nurtured. The family traditions they have passed down. None of these is wrong to love. All 
of them are wrong to lean on as eternal. 

Encourage one specific reorientation this week. A renewed investment of love in the current 
congregation, held with open hands. A specific surrender of an institution we have been treating 
as more permanent than it is. A renewed grounding in the unshakable Word of Christ. A practice 
of remembering that we are pilgrims, not settlers (Hebrews 11:13–16). 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• All visible structures, even good ones, as temporary in the present age (Mark 13:2; 1 John 
2:17) 

• The Word of Christ as the only unshakable foundation (Mark 13:31; Matthew 7:24–27; 
Hebrews 12:28) 

• Christian pilgrimage rather than settler-permanence as the proper posture of the believer 
(Hebrews 11:13–16; 13:14) 

• Faithful, grateful stewardship of present institutions without idolatry of them 
• The continuing church of Christ across all visible upheavals (Matthew 16:18) 



• The kingdom of God as the unshakable reality in which the believer lives (Hebrews 12:28) 

Discussion Prompts 

• What visible “stones” have you been leaning on as if they will always stand? 
• What does it mean to invest in a congregation or institution faithfully while holding it 

loosely? 
• How does the unshakable Word of Christ anchor you in a world of changing structures? 

Question 3 

Student Question: 

In verses 5–13 Jesus warns of false christs, wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, 
persecutions of believers before councils and kings, and the gospel being proclaimed to all the 
nations before the end comes. What is Christ teaching about the normal conditions of life 
between His resurrection and His return, and how does He want His people to interpret turmoil, 
persecution, and the spread of the gospel through history? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Verses 5–13 describe the conditions that characterize the time between Christ’s ascension and 
His final return. False christs and false prophets will arise. Wars and rumors of wars. 
Earthquakes. Famines. The persecution of His people before councils, governors, and kings. The 
gospel proclaimed to all the nations. Family divisions because of the gospel. Endurance to the 
end as the mark of those who are saved. 

It is important to read these verses carefully. Jesus does not say these are signs of the 
immediate end. He says, “This must take place, but the end is not yet... These are but the 
beginning of the birth pains” (13:7–8). The conditions He describes are the normal background 
of human history between His ascension and His return, not unique signs of the final week. 
Every century since Pentecost has had false christs, wars, earthquakes, famines, persecutions, 
and the spread of the gospel. The conditions are not unusual. They are normal. 

This protects the church from two common errors. First, the error of reading every 
contemporary crisis as a sign that we are surely in the final days. Wars and rumors of wars have 
characterized human history for two thousand years. Earthquakes happen in every generation. 
False christs and false prophets continue to appear in every age. Christians who read each 
newspaper as if it were the timetable of the end usually end up disillusioned when the next 
decade unfolds and the world continues. Second, the opposite error of complacency, of acting 
as if Christ’s return is so distant that we need not live as if it could come at any time. The same 
Jesus who says, “The end is not yet,” also says, “Stay awake.” 

What is the proper interpretation of turmoil, persecution, and the spread of the gospel through 
history? Several things. First, the persecution of Christ’s people is part of the normal life of the 



church in a fallen world. “All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 
Timothy 3:12). The disciple is not surprised by it; the disciple endures faithfully in it (13:13). 
Second, the spread of the gospel to all the nations is one of the great threads of the church’s 
mission. “The gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations” (13:10). The Great Commission is 
being worked out across the centuries. Third, the troubles of the world are not the writing on 
the wall of an end that comes next week. They are the labor pains of a creation longing to be set 
free (Romans 8:18–25), a longing that will be answered at Christ’s return. 

For Christians today, this teaching is meant to produce steady faith. Christ has told us what to 
expect. We should not be alarmed at hard news or unsettled by the rise of false teachers. We 
should not panic at suffering or quit under persecution. We should keep proclaiming the gospel 
to the nations. We should endure to the end. The world has always been like this since 
Pentecost, and Christ has always sustained His people through it. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The conditions of the present age between Christ’s ascension and return: turmoil, false 
teaching, persecution, and gospel mission (Mark 13:5–13; 2 Timothy 3:1–13; 2 Peter 3:3–9) 

• The persecution of believers as a normal feature of life in this age (John 15:18–21; 2 Timothy 
3:12; 1 Peter 4:12) 

• The gospel being proclaimed to all nations as part of God’s plan before the end (Matthew 
24:14; Romans 11:25) 

• Endurance to the end as the mark of those who are saved (Mark 13:13; Hebrews 10:32–39) 
• The error of reading every crisis as the end-times timetable, and the opposite error of 

complacency 
• The Spirit’s help in seasons of trial (Mark 13:11; John 14:26) 
• Christ’s sovereignty over history and His sustaining of His church through every age 

(Matthew 16:18; Revelation 5:9–10) 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does Christ teach us to expect as the normal conditions of life between His ascension 
and return? 

• How does this teaching guard against both anxious end-times speculation and complacent 
indifference? 

• How should Christians today receive hard news, persecution, and the spread of the gospel? 

Question 4 

Student Question: 

Christians today, like Christians in every generation, face both real persecution somewhere in the 
world and the steady background noise of crisis, conflict, and confusion. Where do you find 
yourself most prone to fear, panic, or paralysis when the news is hard, and how does Christ’s 



steady command to “not be alarmed” (13:7) shape the way you receive what is happening in our 
day? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Honest Christians in any season feel the weight of hard news. The wars somewhere in the world. 
The persecution of fellow believers in places where it is severe. The cultural shifts at home that 
have unsettled what used to feel stable. The personal crises that have come into our own lives 
or the lives of those we love. The relentless news cycle that delivers fresh anxiety every 
morning. Jesus’ repeated word in Mark 13 is, “Do not be alarmed.” 

How does ‘do not be alarmed’ actually work in the heart of a disciple? Not by denying what is 
happening. The disciple is not asked to pretend the news is not real. The disciple is asked to 
refuse to let the news become the loudest voice in the soul. The world has been turbulent since 
Pentecost. Christ has been on the throne the whole time. He is on the throne right now. 

Several practices help. First, a steady diet of Scripture rather than a steady diet of news. The 
disciple who consumes hours of anxious commentary each day and minutes of Scripture will be 
shaped by the commentary. The disciple who reverses the proportion will be shaped differently. 
Second, a settled confidence in the present reign of Christ. He “is the head of the body, the 
church” (Colossians 1:18). He “must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet” (1 
Corinthians 15:25). He is not a worried king. Third, faithful work in the place He has put us. 
Anxiety is often the soul searching for control by means of more input. Obedience is the soul 
resting in the One who is in control. Fourth, the weekly assembly and the Lord’s Supper, where 
the gathered church rehearses together the cross, the resurrection, and the certain return. Fifth, 
prayer for the world that is rooted in trust rather than in anxious commentary. 

Help students name where the news has been getting more access to their hearts than the Lord. 
The phone first thing in the morning. The same talk show in the car every day. The social feeds 
that train the heart toward outrage. The conversations with the same friend that always end in 
despair. Then consider what one specific change could redirect the heart toward the Lord and 
away from the noise. 

Encourage the deliberate practice of ‘do not be alarmed.’ It is a command, not just a sentiment. 
The disciple obeys it by turning to Christ in the hard moment, by walking in faithful work in their 
actual setting, and by refusing to let the news write the story of the soul. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Christ’s repeated command in this chapter, “do not be alarmed” (Mark 13:7) 
• The believer’s peace in Christ as distinct from the world’s peace (John 14:27; Philippians 

4:6’7) 
• Christ’s present reign and sovereignty over history (Ephesians 1:20–23; Revelation 1:5) 
• The deliberate disciplines of Scripture, prayer, and worship as means of staying anchored 



• The danger of letting media consumption shape the heart away from Christ 
• The local congregation as a community of mutual encouragement in hard seasons (Hebrews 

10:24–25) 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where do you find yourself most prone to alarm or panic when the news is hard? 
• What practice would help you receive hard news without being mastered by it? 
• How does the regular worship of the church steady you in unsettled times? 

Question 5 

Student Question: 

In verses 14–23 Jesus warns of “the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to 
be” (13:14), tells those in Judea to flee to the mountains, and describes a severe but limited 
tribulation followed by false christs and false prophets working signs and wonders. Connecting 
this with Luke 21:20–24 and the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, what is Jesus 
primarily describing in this section, what does “this generation will not pass away until all these 
things take place” (13:30) mean, and how does a careful reading of Mark 13 actually argue 
against (rather than for) a future earthly thousand-year political reign of Christ? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Mark 13:14–23 is the most carefully crafted section of the chapter and the section most often 
misread. Jesus says, “When you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not 
to be (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains” 
(13:14). He describes urgent flight, severe distress, and the danger of false christs and false 
prophets who will arise after that crisis. 

Luke’s parallel removes any ambiguity about the primary historical referent. “But when you see 
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. Then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains” (Luke 21:20–21). The “abomination of desolation” (a 
phrase Jesus borrows from Daniel 9:27, 11:31, and 12:11, where it had described the 
desecration of the temple under Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 167 BC) is here being applied to the 
Roman armies that would surround and desecrate Jerusalem in the war that ended with the 
destruction of the city and the temple in AD 70. Early Christian tradition records that the church 
in Jerusalem heeded Christ’s warning, fled to Pella before the final siege, and was spared the 
worst of the disaster. 

This reading is confirmed by Jesus’ own statement in verse 30. “Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place” (13:30). The most natural reading 
of “this generation” is the generation Christ was addressing on the Mount of Olives. That 
generation lived to see exactly what Jesus had predicted: the surrounding of Jerusalem, the 



abomination of desolation, the great distress, the destruction of the temple, the dispersal of the 
Jewish people, the rise of false christs, and the visible vindication of Christ’s prophetic word. 
“This generation” is not a code for some far-future generation. It is a plain statement that the 
events of Mark 13:5–23 (and the coming of the Son of Man in judgment on Jerusalem, in the 
symbolic cosmic imagery of 13:24–26 borrowed from Old Testament prophets) would happen 
within the lifetime of those listening to Him. 

Several truths flow from this careful reading. First, much of Mark 13 is past tense from our 
standpoint. The destruction of Jerusalem occurred in AD 70. The events Jesus warned about (the 
surrounding of the city, the flight to the mountains, the destruction of the temple, the rise of 
false teachers in the wake of that crisis) all happened. We do not need to fear an upcoming 
“abomination of desolation” as something yet to come; the primary fulfillment is behind us. 

Second, the chapter does also reach beyond AD 70 to Christ’s final, personal return at the end of 
the age. The closing paragraphs (13:32–37) speak of a day and hour no one knows, and the 
parable of the doorkeeper presses faithful watching upon every generation. Other passages 
elsewhere in the New Testament describe the final return clearly and unambiguously: Acts 1:9–
11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10; 2 Peter 3:3–13; Revelation 1:7. The 
Christian hope is the personal, bodily, visible return of Christ at a day and hour the Father alone 
knows. 

Third, this reading argues against (rather than for) a future earthly thousand-year political reign 
of Christ. Premillennial systems often build heavily on a future fulfillment of Mark 13 and the 
parallel passages in Matthew 24 and Luke 21. A careful reading shows that the most natural 
fulfillment is the AD 70 destruction of Jerusalem, with the chapter then opening out to the final 
return at the end. The kingdom of God has already arrived in Christ (Mark 1:14–15). It has been 
established in His church (Daniel 2:44; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13). Christ is reigning now from the 
right hand of the Father (Acts 2:32–36; Ephesians 1:20–23; Hebrews 1:3). His final coming is the 
consummation, not the beginning, of His reign. There is no separate future earthly thousand-
year political reign described in Mark 13 or anywhere in the New Testament. Revelation 20:1–6, 
often cited for the millennium, occurs in the highly symbolic context of an apocalyptic vision and 
should not be read as a literal earthly political reign in tension with the rest of New Testament 
teaching. 

For students, this careful reading both grounds their confidence in Christ’s prophetic accuracy 
(He said it would happen within a generation, and it did) and frees them from many of the 
anxious modern speculations about end-times timetables. We live in the long ‘between time’ 
between Pentecost and the final coming of Christ. We are not asked to construct charts. We are 
asked to watch, work, and wait faithfully. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The primary fulfillment of Mark 13:14–23 in the AD 70 Roman destruction of Jerusalem and 
the temple (Luke 21:20–24) 



• “This generation” (Mark 13:30) referring to the generation Jesus was addressing on the 
Mount of Olives 

• The trustworthiness of Christ’s prophetic word, vindicated within a generation 
• Old Testament cosmic imagery (sun, moon, stars, clouds) used to describe historical 

judgment events (Isaiah 13:9–13; Ezekiel 32:7–8; Joel 2:30–31) 
• The kingdom of God already established in Christ and His church (Daniel 2:44; Mark 1:14–

15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13) 
• Christ now reigning at the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:32–36; Ephesians 1:20–23; 

Hebrews 1:3) 
• Rejection of premillennialism and of expectations of a future earthly thousand-year political 

reign of Christ 
• The final, personal, bodily, visible return of Christ at the end of the age (Acts 1:9–11; 1 

Thessalonians 4:13–18; 2 Peter 3:1–13) 
• Faithful watchfulness as the proper posture of believers, not chart-construction or date-

setting 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does Luke 21:20–24 help us understand what Jesus means by the “abomination of 
desolation”? 

• What does Mark 13:30 mean by “this generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place”? 

• How does this careful reading of Mark 13 argue against the expectation of a future earthly 
thousand-year political reign of Christ? 

Question 6 

Student Question: 

Many modern Christians inherit anxious and often unbiblical pictures of the end times from 
popular books, films, and predictions. Where has popular “end times” thinking shaped you in 
ways that need to be tested against Scripture, and how does the actual New Testament teaching 
about the present reign of Christ and His final return change the way you live in this present age? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Many modern Christians have inherited end-times thinking from popular books, films, and 
predictions that has shaped their imagination more than Scripture has. Some of this thinking is 
harmless. Much of it is misleading. A few examples. The expectation of a secret ‘rapture’ of 
believers followed by a seven-year tribulation, with the events of Revelation playing out in 
detailed sequence. The construction of elaborate timelines correlating current events with 
specific prophetic passages. The assumption that the modern state of Israel and the supposed 
rebuilding of the temple are at the center of God’s plan. The expectation of an Antichrist who 



will be identified by name in our day. Recurring date-setting that has yielded zero accurate 
predictions across centuries. 

What does the New Testament actually teach? Several core truths. First, Christ has come, has 
established His kingdom in the church, and is reigning now (Daniel 2:44; Mark 1:14–15; Acts 2; 
Colossians 1:13). Second, the present age is the age of the proclamation of the gospel to all 
nations (Matthew 28:18–20; Mark 13:10). Third, the church will continue to grow across the 
nations until Christ returns (Matthew 16:18; Revelation 5:9–10). Fourth, when Christ returns, He 
will come personally, bodily, visibly, and finally (Acts 1:9–11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; 
Revelation 1:7). Fifth, at His coming He will raise the dead, judge the living and the dead, and 
bring His people into the new heavens and new earth (1 Corinthians 15; 2 Peter 3:10–13; 
Revelation 20–22). Sixth, the day and hour are not known by anyone except the Father (Mark 
13:32; Acts 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–3). 

What is the proper Christian posture? Faithful living in this age, with the daily expectation of 
Christ’s return as a constant horizon. “Therefore, since all these things are thus to be dissolved, 
what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God?” (2 Peter 3:11–12). The disciple is not asked to figure out the 
timetable. The disciple is asked to live as one who could be welcoming Christ at any moment. 

How does this change the way we live in the present? Several ways. It produces holiness (1 John 
3:3 says the one who has this hope purifies himself as Christ is pure). It produces patience under 
suffering (Romans 8:18; James 5:7–11). It produces courage in witness (Acts 4:13–20). It 
produces detachment from temporary things (Colossians 3:1–4). It produces investment in 
eternal things (1 Corinthians 15:58). And it produces longing. The proper Christian instinct is not 
anxious chart-construction but the deep cry of the bride at the end of Revelation: “Come, Lord 
Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20). 

For students, encourage one specific recalibration this week. The book to set aside that has 
been shaping speculation more than Scripture. The Scripture to read carefully that addresses 
Christ’s return directly. The change in conversation that moves from end-times speculation to 
faithful daily walking. The willingness to leave the timetable to the Father and concentrate on 
holiness, witness, and worship in the time He has given. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Faithful New Testament eschatology rather than speculative “end times” systems 
• The kingdom of God as already established and Christ as already reigning (Daniel 2:44; Mark 

1:14–15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13) 
• The personal, bodily, visible, final return of Christ at a day and hour known only to the 

Father (Acts 1:9–11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; Mark 13:32) 
• Rejection of secret-rapture, future-temple, future-earthly-reign systems that misread 

Scripture 



• The disciple’s call to holy and godly living in light of Christ’s return (2 Peter 3:11’13; 1 John 
3:3) 

• Patience, courage, and longing as proper fruits of the resurrection hope 
• The daily expectation of Christ’s return as a steady horizon, not an anxious calculation 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where has popular end-times teaching shaped you in ways that need to be tested against 
Scripture? 

• How does the actual New Testament hope of Christ’s return differ from many popular 
systems? 

• What practical change in daily life does honest expectation of Christ’s return invite this 
week? 

Question 7 

Student Question: 

In verses 24–27 Jesus uses dramatic Old Testament imagery (sun darkened, moon not giving 
light, stars falling, the powers in the heavens shaken) and speaks of the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory, sending out the angels to gather His elect. Connecting this 
with Isaiah 13:9–13, Daniel 7:13–14, and the New Testament passages on Christ’s final return 
(Acts 1:9–11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10; 2 Peter 3:3–13; Revelation 1:7), 
what is Jesus teaching about both the judgment on Jerusalem (in symbolic cosmic imagery) and 
His own personal, bodily, visible, and final return to gather His people? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Verses 24–27 are loaded with Old Testament prophetic imagery. “But in those days, after that 
tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be 
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the 
Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” 

The imagery is borrowed from prophetic descriptions of God’s judgment in history. “Behold, the 
day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger... For the stars of the heavens and 
their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will 
not shed its light” (Isaiah 13:9–10, describing the fall of Babylon). “When I blot you out, I will 
cover the heavens and make their stars dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon 
shall not give its light” (Ezekiel 32:7, describing the judgment of Egypt). “The sun shall be turned 
to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes” 
(Joel 2:31, applied by Peter at Pentecost to events already unfolding in his own day, Acts 2:16–
21). In the prophetic vocabulary of Scripture, this cosmic-collapse imagery describes the visible 
and historical judgments of God on rebellious nations and on the established order of an age. 



The “sun darkened” and “stars falling” language was not understood by the original hearers as 
literal astronomical descriptions; it was the prophetic way of saying that a world was ending. 

In Mark 13:24–27, much of this imagery applies in the first instance to the great judgment on 
Jerusalem in AD 70. That event was the end of a world. The Old Covenant temple system came 
down. The Levitical priesthood ceased. The visible expression of the Old Covenant arrangement 
was dissolved. Jesus draws on Daniel 7:13–14 to describe Himself as the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds and receiving an everlasting kingdom (a Daniel-7 picture not of His descent to earth 
but of His ascent to the Father and His vindication as King). The events of AD 70 were a visible 
vindication of Christ’s authority. The Son of Man was seen, in those events, to be the true King. 

At the same time, Mark 13 does not stop with AD 70. The chapter ends with paragraphs about a 
day and hour no one knows, with the parable of the doorkeeper, with the command to stay 
awake. The deeper horizon, beyond the near horizon of Jerusalem’s judgment, is the final, 
personal, bodily, visible return of Christ at the end of the age. The New Testament describes 
that return clearly. “This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). “The Lord himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17). “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 
him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him” 
(Revelation 1:7). 

So Mark 13:24–27 has both a near-horizon application (the visible coming of God in judgment 
on Jerusalem, the vindication of Christ as King) and a far-horizon application (the final, personal, 
visible return of Christ at the end of the age, gathering His people from every part of the earth). 
Both are real. Both stand in continuity with each other. The first vindicates Christ’s prophetic 
word in history; the second is the consummation of all His purposes. 

For students, this teaches us to read prophecy with care. We notice the Old Testament 
background. We see the symbolic vocabulary in its historical use. We trust the New Testament’s 
clear teaching about Christ’s final return. We refuse to flatten everything into a single timetable 
and we refuse to dissolve the final return into mere symbolism. The kingdom has come. The Son 
of Man has been vindicated. Christ is reigning. And He will come again at the day and hour the 
Father has set. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Old Testament cosmic imagery as symbolic vocabulary for historical judgment (Isaiah 13:9–
13; Ezekiel 32:7–8; Joel 2:30–31) 

• The events of AD 70 as a visible vindication of Christ’s authority (the “coming of the Son of 
Man” in judgment on Jerusalem) (Daniel 7:13–14) 



• The final, personal, bodily, visible return of Christ at the end of the age (Acts 1:9–11; 1 
Thessalonians 4:13–18; Revelation 1:7) 

• The resurrection of the dead and the gathering of the elect at His return (Mark 13:27; 1 
Corinthians 15; Matthew 24:31) 

• The continuity between Christ’s present reign, His historical vindications, and His final return 
• Rejection of both literalistic over-reading and symbolic dissolution of the final coming 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does Old Testament prophetic imagery help us read the cosmic language of Mark 
13:24–27? 

• In what sense was the “coming of the Son of Man” vindicated in AD 70? 
• What does the New Testament clearly teach about Christ’s final return? 

Question 8 

Student Question: 

The return of Christ is not just a future event; it is a present horizon that shapes the way disciples 
live now. Where in your own life would the conscious daily expectation of Christ’s return change 
your priorities, your patience, your purity, or your courage, and what specific practice would help 
you keep that expectation fresh? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The return of Christ is not just a future doctrine to be affirmed. It is a present horizon that 
shapes the way disciples live now. The New Testament regularly grounds practical exhortation in 
the expectation of Christ’s return. “Therefore, since all these things are thus to be dissolved, 
what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God?” (2 Peter 3:11–12). “And everyone who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of 
the Lord... You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand” 
(James 5:7–8). “Set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13). 

For students, this question is meant to surface where the expectation of Christ’s return has gone 
dim in their daily life, and where its recovery would reshape something specific. Several places 
this often shows up. 

Priorities. The disciple who lives in conscious expectation of Christ’s return invests differently. 
Time on what lasts. Money on what reaches into the kingdom. Energy in service. Relationships 
that build the church. The visible structures we usually treat as the main thing become 
secondary; the kingdom becomes the main thing. 



Patience. The disciple who expects Christ’s return endures hard seasons differently. The grief, 
the injustice, the slow improvement, the long faithfulness in a difficult marriage or a wandering 
child or a costly ministry are all bearable in a different way when we know how the story ends. 
“The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). 

Purity. The disciple who lives as one who could meet Christ today is not careless about sin. 
“What is hidden will be made manifest” (Mark 4:22). The patterns we would not be comfortable 
being caught in if He returned mid-week are the patterns we should be putting to death today. 
“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who 
thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:2–3). 

Courage. The disciple who knows Christ is returning, who knows the resurrection is real, who 
knows every faithful word and deed will be vindicated in the end, has a courage the world 
cannot make sense of. Witness is offered even at cost. Truth is spoken even when 
uncomfortable. Service is given even when invisible. The praise of God is preferred to the 
approval of people. 

What practice would help keep that expectation fresh? Maybe a weekly reading of one of the 
New Testament passages on the return (1 Thessalonians 4–5; 2 Peter 3; Revelation 21–22). 
Maybe a deliberate prayer of “Come, Lord Jesus” at the close of each day. Maybe a renewed 
attention at the Lord’s Supper, where we “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 
Corinthians 11:26). Maybe the habit of asking, before any significant decision, whether the 
choice would honor Christ when He returns. 

Encourage one specific change this week that makes Christ’s return more vivid in your daily life. 
The horizon is real. The Lord is coming. The way we live today is shaped by that horizon, or it is 
shaped by something less. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The return of Christ as a present horizon shaping the daily life of disciples (1 Peter 1:13; 
Titus 2:11–14) 

• Holiness as the proper response to the certainty of Christ’s return (1 John 3:2–3; 2 Peter 
3:11–13) 

• Patience under suffering grounded in the hope of the coming Lord (James 5:7–11; Romans 
8:18) 

• Courage in witness because Christ’s return secures the vindication of every faithful word 
and deed (Matthew 25:21; 2 Timothy 4:8) 

• The Lord’s Supper as a weekly proclamation of His death until He comes (1 Corinthians 
11:23–26) 

• The longing of the bride: “Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:17, 20) 



Discussion Prompts 

• Where in your life would the conscious expectation of Christ’s return change something 
specific? 

• What practice would help that expectation stay fresh? 
• How does the Lord’s Supper each Sunday remind you that the Lord is coming? 

Question 9 

Student Question: 

Jesus says explicitly, “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (13:32). What does this verse teach about the Father’s 
exclusive knowledge of the day of Christ’s return, the reverent restraint of Christ Himself in His 
earthly ministry, and how every faithful Christian’s posture toward “date setting” should be one 
of humble refusal (compare Acts 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11; 2 Peter 3:8–10)? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Mark 13:32 is one of the most carefully worded verses in the New Testament. “But concerning 
that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father.” The verse closes one possibility decisively. No one knows the day or the hour. The 
angels do not know. Christ Himself, in the days of His earthly ministry under the reverent 
limitation of incarnation, did not, in His humanity, know. Only the Father knows. 

This verse has been a source of much fruitful theological discussion through the centuries. 
Several truths emerge. First, the Father’s exclusive knowledge of the day is a clear, unambiguous 
teaching. There is no room for human prediction. Second, Christ’s statement about Himself 
reflects the genuine human nature He took on. Philippians 2:5–11 describes His self-emptying. 
He laid aside the use of certain divine prerogatives during His earthly ministry, including the 
constant exercise of omniscience. He was fully God and fully man, and as the man Christ Jesus 
He humbled Himself to live within the limitations of a true human consciousness in submission 
to the Father. This does not deny His deity. It magnifies it. The eternal Son was willing to live in 
such a way that there were things He would not know during His earthly walk, in order to be a 
true human Savior. After His resurrection and exaltation, He returns to the unhindered exercise 
of divine attributes and reigns at the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:32–36; Hebrews 1:3). 
Third, the unity of will between Father and Son means that there is no conflict here. The Father 
knows. The Son trusts. The same is true for us. 

Several other passages confirm the same teaching. “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority” (Acts 1:7). “Now concerning the times and the 
seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are 
fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:1–2). 



“With the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not 
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you” (2 Peter 3:8–9). 

The disciple’s posture toward “date setting” must therefore be humble refusal. Every attempt 
across two thousand years of church history to set a specific date or year for Christ’s return has 
failed. Every such attempt fails the basic test of Mark 13:32. If the angels do not know, and the 
Son in His earthly walk did not know, no human writer of a book or maker of a chart will figure it 
out. We refuse to participate in such speculation. We refuse to take such books seriously when 
they sell millions. We refuse to be moved by the latest prediction. We refuse to set our own 
deadlines for Christ. We trust the Father’s wisdom in His own timing. 

This frees us. It frees us from the anxiety of trying to figure out the unfigurable. It frees us from 
the disappointment that follows failed predictions. It frees us from the false urgency that can 
drive people into unwise decisions. It frees us to do what Christ has actually told us to do: live 
faithfully, work diligently, watch attentively, witness boldly, and love deeply, leaving the day and 
the hour where they belong, in the hand of the Father. 

For students, the lesson is clear and freeing. We are not asked to know. We are asked to be 
ready. Readiness is not a chart. Readiness is a life. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The Father’s exclusive knowledge of the day and hour of Christ’s return (Mark 13:32; Acts 
1:7) 

• Christ’s self-emptying in the days of His earthly ministry (Philippians 2:5–11) and His present 
exaltation at the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:32–36) 

• The unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit even when distinct roles are exercised 
• The day of the Lord coming “like a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:1–11; 2 Peter 3:10) 
• The faithful refusal of date-setting and human prediction (Matthew 24:36; Acts 1:7) 
• The freedom that comes from trusting the Father’s timing 
• The proper readiness as faithful daily living, not the construction of charts 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does Mark 13:32 teach about who knows the day of Christ’s return? 
• How should every faithful Christian respond to date-setting predictions today? 
• What is the freedom of leaving the day and hour in the Father’s hand? 

Question 10 

Student Question: 

Mark 13 ends with the parable of the master who left on a journey, gave each of his servants 
work to do, and commanded the doorkeeper to stay awake (13:33–37). “What I say to you I say 
to all: Stay awake” (13:37). As you close this chapter, what specific work has Christ left in your 



hands to do, and what does it look like to stay awake at your post in the daily texture of your life 
this week, faithful at the door whenever He returns? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The chapter ends with a short parable that gathers all of Christ’s teaching into one image. “It is 
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake, for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or in the morning, lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Stay awake” (13:34–37). 

Several truths converge here. First, the Master has gone on a journey. Christ has ascended to 
the right hand of the Father and is reigning from there until His return. The intervening time is 
not a time of His absence; He is with us by His Spirit and ruling over all things for His church. But 
in the imagery of the parable, the household has the responsibility of carrying on the work He 
has given them. Second, each servant has been given specific work. The household is not run by 
one servant. Every disciple has a job to do. Some are elders. Some are teachers. Some are 
evangelists. Some are deacons. Some are servants in hidden corners of the household that no 
visible role names. Every member of Christ’s body has been given work to do (Romans 12:4–8; 1 
Corinthians 12:4–27). Third, the doorkeeper is to stay awake. The disciple is to live in conscious 
expectation of the Master’s return, faithful at the post in the hour when He arrives. 

What does this look like in the daily life of a believer? Several things. Faithfulness at the post. 
The work Christ has given you in your household, your church, your daily work, your community 
is the work you are to be doing when He returns. Not someone else’s job. Yours. Holiness of life. 
The doorkeeper does not entertain shameful patterns in the master’s house and expect to 
receive Him well. We put sin to death. We walk in obedience. We pursue purity, integrity, 
generosity, and love. Active witness. The household includes those who are not yet inside. The 
faithful servant is one whose work includes bringing others in, by word and example, by 
hospitality and invitation, by the steady proclamation of the gospel. Steady worship and the 
means of grace. The Word, prayer, the Lord’s Supper, the assembly of the saints, the company 
of brothers and sisters, are not optional decorations. They are how the doorkeeper stays awake. 

For students, the capstone question is direct. What specific work has Christ left in your hands to 
do? Not in general. Concretely. The role in the family. The role in the local congregation. The 
work in the community. The relationships He has placed in your circle. The gifts He has given 
you. The opportunities He has put in front of you this season. Each of these is the post He has 
given. The faithful disciple is the one He finds awake at that post when He comes. 

And then, what does staying awake actually look like in the daily texture of your life this week? 
The morning practices that orient the heart. The deliberate choices of attention. The 
faithfulness in small obediences. The willingness to be present where Christ has placed you. The 
refusal to let drift settle into the habits that would not survive His sudden return. 



Tie the whole chapter together. The temple comes down. The world continues with wars and 
rumors of wars. False christs arise. The gospel goes out. Jerusalem falls. The Son of Man is 
vindicated. Christ ascends. He sends the Spirit. He builds His church. He reigns. And one day, at 
the day and hour the Father has set, He will return. The right response of every disciple in every 
age is the same. Stay awake. Be at the post. Do the work He has given. Watch. 

Close the lesson with that command. “And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” The 
disciple who hears Mark 13 well leaves the room with a renewed sense of post, work, and 
watchfulness. The Master is coming. He has not forgotten His household. He will not be late. The 
day of His return will be the most glad day any disciple has ever known. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Christ as the ascended Master ruling His household from the right hand of the Father (Acts 
2:32–36; Ephesians 4:7–13) 

• Every disciple as a servant with specific work to do in Christ’s household (Romans 12:4–8; 1 
Corinthians 12:4–27; Ephesians 4:11–16) 

• Faithful watchfulness as the disciple’s daily posture in the time between Christ’s ascension 
and return 

• The Word, prayer, the Lord’s Supper, the assembly of saints, and active obedience as the 
means by which we stay awake 

• The certainty of Christ’s return at the day and hour the Father has set (Mark 13:32; Titus 
2:13) 

• The joyful welcome of the faithful servant at the Master’s return (Matthew 25:21; 2 Timothy 
4:6–8) 

• The continuing call to watchfulness across every generation of Christ’s church 

Discussion Prompts 

• What specific work has Christ left in your hands to do? 
• What does “staying awake” look like in the daily texture of your week? 
• How can our congregation help one another remain faithful at the post until Christ returns? 


