
The Gospel of Mark, Teacher’s Guide 

Week 17: Questions, Conflicts, and True Devotion 

Mark 12:1–44 

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation) 

Mark 12:1–44 is the long final day of Jesus teaching in the temple before the cross. It contains 
the parable of the wicked tenants, the trap about taxes to Caesar, the dispute with the 
Sadducees about the resurrection, the scribe’s question about the greatest commandment, 
Jesus’s question about David’s son and Lord, His warning about the scribes, and the contrast 
between the wealthy’s offerings and the widow’s two coins. Doctrinally, the teacher must 
handle several large themes. The deliberate rejection of God’s beloved Son by the leaders of 
God’s people, anticipated in the Old Testament and answered in the resurrection. The proper 
Christian relationship to civil government under the higher lordship of God. The reality of the 
bodily resurrection of Christ and His people, grounded in Scripture and in the power of God. The 
unity of love for God and love for neighbor as the summary of all the commandments. The 
identity of Christ as both son of David and David’s Lord. And the contrast between performance-
based religion and the quiet, total devotion God values most. 

At the same time, this is a formationally piercing chapter. The questions of Mark 12 still circulate 
in the church today. What do we owe Caesar? What is the relation between political loyalties 
and Christian discipleship? Do we live as if the resurrection is real? Do we love God with 
everything we are, and our neighbor as we love ourselves? Do we confess Jesus as Lord, not only 
as son of David? Do we give like the rich (out of abundance) or like the widow (out of poverty)? 
Help your students walk through each of these questions personally. 

Build the heaviest doctrinal weight at the greatest commandment. Mark 12:28–34 is one of the 
most concentrated summaries of the law of God in all of Scripture. Help students see that the 
entire Christian life is the working out of these two commandments, that the New Testament 
writers continue this theme (Romans 13:8–10; Galatians 5:13–14; James 2:8; 1 John 4), and that 
the great commandment is not in tension with the gospel; it is the form of life the gospel 
produces. Close with the widow’s coins as the picture of where total love for God ultimately 
lands: not in scoreboard religion, but in everything quietly given to Him. 

Question 1 

Student Question: 

In the parable of the wicked tenants (12:1–12) Jesus pictures a vineyard owner sending servants 
and finally his “beloved son” to a band of tenants who beat the servants and kill the son. He then 
quotes Psalm 118:22–23 about the rejected stone becoming the cornerstone. What is Christ 
teaching about the consistent rejection of God’s messengers across the Old Testament, His own 



identity as the “beloved son,” the meaning of His death at the hands of the religious leaders, and 
the way God answers that rejection through the resurrection and the church? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The parable of the wicked tenants is one of the clearest allegories Jesus told. The vineyard, in 
Old Testament imagery, is Israel (Isaiah 5:1–7). The owner is God. The tenants are the religious 
leaders of Israel who were entrusted with the spiritual care of God’s people. The servants are 
the prophets the Lord sent across the centuries, each of whom faced rejection and often 
violence (Jeremiah 7:25–26; 2 Chronicles 36:15–16; Hebrews 11:32–38; Acts 7:52). The “beloved 
son” is Christ Himself, deliberately echoing the Father’s declaration at His baptism and 
transfiguration: “This is my beloved Son” (Mark 1:11; 9:7). The killing of the son outside the 
vineyard anticipates Christ’s own crucifixion outside the city of Jerusalem (Hebrews 13:12–13). 

The doctrinal weight of this parable is immense. First, it shows the consistent biblical pattern: 
God sends His messengers; people kill them. The cross is not an interruption of the story; it is its 
climax. Israel’s rejection of Christ is the same pattern, intensified, of the rejection of the 
prophets. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it!” (Matthew 23:37). 

Second, it identifies Christ unmistakably as the beloved Son. This is one of the most direct claims 
to unique sonship Jesus makes. He is not another servant. He is the heir. He is the one whose 
rejection seals the judgment of those who reject Him. 

Third, it teaches that the murder of the heir is not the end. The owner of the vineyard “will 
come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others” (12:9). Jesus immediately quotes 
Psalm 118:22–23: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” The rejected Son is vindicated by resurrection 
(Acts 2:32–36; Acts 4:10–12). He becomes the cornerstone of a new building, the New 
Testament church (Ephesians 2:19–22; 1 Peter 2:4–10), composed of ‘others’ from every nation 
who bear the fruit of the kingdom (Romans 11:11–24; 1 Peter 2:9–10). 

Fourth, this parable warns every generation, including ours. The vineyard is now entrusted to 
the church of Christ, the New Testament people of God. The same Lord who held the first 
tenants accountable for the fruit they owed Him still holds His church accountable for the fruit 
He is looking for (John 15:1–8; 1 Peter 4:17). Faithful tenancy is not optional. The Lord expects 
fruit. 

For students, this parable should produce both fear of the Lord and worship. Fear, because it is a 
serious thing to be entrusted with the things of God and to hold them faithlessly. Worship, 
because the rejected Son became the cornerstone, and we who deserve nothing in the vineyard 
have been included as branches in His own vine, bearing the fruit He empowers us to bear. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 



• Christ as the “beloved Son” sent to a rebellious people (Mark 12:6; Mark 1:11; 9:7; John 
3:16–17) 

• The consistent rejection of God’s messengers across the Old and New Testaments (Hebrews 
11:32–38; Acts 7:52) 

• The cross as the climax of that rejection and the heart of God’s redemptive plan (Acts 2:23; 
4:27–28) 

• The resurrection as the Father’s vindication of the rejected Son (Acts 2:32–36; Romans 1:4) 
• Christ as the cornerstone of the new building, the church (Psalm 118:22–23; Ephesians 

2:19–22; 1 Peter 2:4–10) 
• The church as the new tenancy of God’s vineyard, called to bear fruit He looks for (John 

15:1–8; 1 Peter 2:9–10) 
• Continuing accountability of every generation of God’s people to render the fruit of the 

vineyard to its Owner 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does this parable summarize the whole Old Testament story leading up to Christ? 
• What does Jesus claim about Himself by calling the heir the “beloved son”? 
• How does the parable warn and encourage the church today? 

Question 2 

Student Question: 

The wicked tenants imagined they could seize the vineyard for themselves by getting rid of the 
heir. Where in your own life are you tempted to act as if your time, your gifts, your money, your 
relationships, or your future are yours to seize rather than the Owner’s vineyard entrusted to 
you, and what would honest stewardship look like in that area? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The tenants in the parable imagined they could seize the vineyard for themselves by getting rid 
of the heir. The instinct lives in all of us. We are tempted to treat what God has entrusted to us 
(our time, our gifts, our money, our relationships, our future) as if it were ours to spend on our 
own purposes rather than His. 

Help students examine where this temptation is most active. The time we treat as ours to spend 
without reference to Him. The money we hold as a private resource rather than as a 
stewardship. The gifts and talents we use for self-promotion rather than for kingdom service. 
The relationships we manage for our own comfort rather than for Christ’s mission. The future 
we engineer for our own security rather than offering to His direction. None of this is loud 
rebellion. It is the quiet assumption of ownership that the parable exposes. 



Honest stewardship begins with the recognition that none of this is ours. “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fullness thereof” (Psalm 24:1). “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price” 
(1 Corinthians 6:19–20). The Christian life is the daily working out of belonging to Him. The time 
He has given us is His. The money is His. The gifts are His. The relationships are His. The future is 
His. Our role is faithful management of what He has entrusted, with the harvest being rendered 
back to Him. 

What does this look like concretely? In time, it looks like prayer about how the days are spent 
and willingness to give of our hours to what He values. In money, it looks like generous, faithful 
giving to the local congregation and to those in need (1 Corinthians 16:1–2; 2 Corinthians 9:6–
11), open-handed living, and contentment with what He provides. In gifts, it looks like deliberate 
use of skills and abilities for the building up of His body. In relationships, it looks like serving 
rather than using, blessing rather than consuming. In the future, it looks like submitted planning 
(“If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that”, James 4:15) and willingness to follow where 
He leads. 

Encourage one specific area of re-rendering this week. The check that needs to be written. The 
block of time that needs to be redirected. The gift that needs to be offered to His service. The 
relationship that needs to be brought under His lordship. The future plan that needs to be 
opened to His direction. The lesson is not finished until something in the vineyard is being 
faithfully rendered to its Owner. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• All of life as stewardship under God’s ownership (Psalm 24:1; 1 Corinthians 4:1–2; 1 Peter 
4:10) 

• The believer’s body, time, money, gifts, and future as belonging to Christ (1 Corinthians 
6:19–20; Romans 12:1–2) 

• Faithful giving to the local congregation and to those in need (1 Corinthians 16:1–2; 2 
Corinthians 9:6–11) 

• Submitted planning and openness to God’s direction in the future (James 4:13–17; Proverbs 
16:9) 

• Contentment with God’s provision (Philippians 4:11–13; 1 Timothy 6:6–8) 
• The danger of quietly assuming ownership of what is the Lord’s 

Discussion Prompts 

• In what specific area are you most prone to act as if something belongs to you rather than 
to the Lord? 

• What would faithful stewardship look like in that area this season? 
• What is the one act of re-rendering you can offer this week? 

Question 3 



Student Question: 

The Pharisees and Herodians try to trap Jesus with the question, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?” (12:14). Jesus calls for a coin, asks whose image and inscription it bears, and 
says, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” 
(12:17). What is Christ teaching about the legitimate but limited authority of civil government, 
the proper Christian relationship to the state, and the prior allegiance every disciple owes to God 
(compare Romans 13:1–7; 1 Peter 2:13–17; Acts 5:29)? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The question about taxes was a trap. If Jesus said “pay,” He would lose credibility with the 
Jewish crowd that resented Roman occupation. If He said “do not pay,” the Herodians could 
report Him to Roman authorities as a rebel. Jesus walks through the trap with one of His most 
quoted sentences. “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s” (12:17). 

Several truths emerge. First, civil government has a legitimate but limited authority under God. 
Caesar has issued the coin; the coin bears Caesar’s image; the coin is rightly rendered back. 
Romans 13:1–7 fills out the doctrine. “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.” 
Civil rulers, even pagan ones, have been given authority by God for the ordering of human life, 
the restraint of evil, and the protection of the good. Christians are to honor that authority. They 
are to pay taxes. They are to obey laws. They are to live as quiet, peaceable citizens (1 Timothy 
2:1–4; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13–17). 

Second, the authority of civil government is not absolute. It is under God. Caesar has the coin; 
God has the human heart, the human conscience, the worship of human beings, and the 
ultimate allegiance of His people. When civil authority commands what God forbids, or forbids 
what God commands, the disciple must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29; Daniel 3 and 6). 
The line is not at the convenience of the disciple. The line is wherever Caesar overreaches into 
territory that belongs to God. 

Third, the proper Christian posture is neither rebellion nor idolatry of the state. Rebellion treats 
civil government as an enemy to be overthrown. Idolatry of the state treats civil government as 
a savior. Christ teaches a third way. Civil government is to be honored within its proper sphere. 
God is to be worshiped and obeyed above all. The Christian is a citizen of the city in which they 
live and, more deeply, a citizen of the kingdom of God (Philippians 3:20). 

This shapes how disciples engage in civic life today. They pay taxes honestly. They obey laws 
that do not contradict God’s commands. They pray for those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1–4). 
They participate as good citizens where they have opportunity. They do not give to the state the 
worship, the trust, or the ultimate loyalty that belong to God. They refuse to let any political 



identity become more central to their hearts than their identity in Christ. They speak truth 
where truth is required, even when it is politically inconvenient. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Civil government as instituted by God for the ordering of human life (Romans 13:1–7; 1 
Peter 2:13–17; Titus 3:1) 

• The legitimate but limited authority of the state under God’s ultimate authority 
• The Christian’s duty to obey civil authority where it does not contradict God’s commands 
• Obedience to God rather than men when civil authority demands what God forbids (Acts 

5:29) 
• Christian citizenship as both earthly and heavenly (Philippians 3:20; Hebrews 11:13–16) 
• Prayer for those in authority as part of Christian life (1 Timothy 2:1–4) 
• The danger of either rebellion or idolatry of the state 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are 
God’s” actually mean for Christians today? 

• Where is the line at which civil authority must be disobeyed? 
• How can Christians honor civil government without making it an idol? 

Question 4 

Student Question: 

In our own day, Christians can be tempted either to over-spiritualize and disengage from civil life, 
or to over-politicize and let political loyalties displace allegiance to Christ. Where do you sense 
those temptations at work in your own heart or in the church around you, and what does faithful 
Christian citizenship under Christ’s lordship actually look like? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Faithful Christians in every generation have had to navigate the temptations on both sides. On 
one side is the temptation to over-spiritualize: to disengage from civic life entirely, to refuse all 
civic responsibility, to treat political and social realities as beneath the disciple’s concern. This 
often turns out to be a way of being unhelpful to neighbors and unfaithful to the calling of 
Romans 13:1–7 and 1 Timothy 2:1–4. 

On the other side is the temptation to over-politicize: to let political loyalties displace allegiance 
to Christ, to let a political tribe become the deeper identity of the soul, to let the language and 
energy of partisan combat shape Christian community more than the Word and the Spirit. This is 
one of the great dangers of the present moment. When political identity becomes louder in our 
hearts than our identity in Christ, we have begun the slow drift from disciple to partisan, 
regardless of where we stand on the political spectrum. 



Faithful Christian citizenship under Christ’s lordship looks like several things, woven together. 
Active engagement: being a good neighbor, a good worker, a good voter where applicable, a 
good participant in civic life. Honest obedience to lawful authority. Prayer for civil leaders, 
including those we did not vote for. Truth-telling without partisan exaggeration. Refusal to 
demonize people in the other political tribe; love of neighbor, including political opponents, is 
not optional (Matthew 5:43–48). Loyalty to Christ above any party, candidate, or movement. 
Willingness to be a faithful witness to the gospel in the public square without confusing the 
gospel with any political agenda. Investment of our deepest energy in the church, the eternal 
kingdom, rather than in temporary political projects. 

For students, this is meant to surface the actual posture of the heart. Where has political 
identity grown louder than Christian identity in your soul? Where have you treated those who 
disagree with you politically with less love than Christ commands? Where have you allowed 
cultural or political loyalties to displace specific obediences Christ has clearly asked of you? 
Where have you withdrawn from civic life in ways that fail your neighbor? 

The corrective is repentance and recalibration. Repent of any place where political loyalty has 
displaced loyalty to Christ. Recalibrate the diet of news, social media, and conversation that has 
been shaping the heart away from Christ-likeness. Re-anchor in the local congregation as the 
deepest political reality of your life, the city of God in your midst. Practice love of political 
opponents as a deliberate Christian discipline. Speak truth in love rather than slogans in anger. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Christian citizenship as deeply local, deeply Christian, and deeply loyal to Christ above all 
(Philippians 3:20; 1 Peter 2:9–17) 

• The danger of letting political identity become the deepest identity of the soul 
• Love of neighbor, including political opponent, as a non-negotiable command (Matthew 

5:43–48; Romans 12:14–21) 
• Prayer for those in authority, regardless of which authority is in power (1 Timothy 2:1–4) 
• Engagement in civic life as part of loving our neighbor 
• Refusal to confuse the gospel with any partisan political agenda 
• The local congregation as the primary political community of Christian life 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where do you sense the temptation to over-spiritualize or over-politicize most active in your 
own heart? 

• What does faithful Christian citizenship under Christ’s lordship look like in our setting? 
• What habit or media diet has been shaping you in ways that contradict the teaching of Mark 

12 and Romans 12? 

Question 5 



Student Question: 

The Sadducees, who deny the resurrection, propose a contrived scenario about a woman with 
seven successive husbands. Jesus tells them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the 
Scriptures nor the power of God” (12:24), explains that in the resurrection people “neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven” (12:25), and grounds the doctrine of 
resurrection in God’s self-revelation as “the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob” (12:26–27). What is Jesus teaching about the reality of the bodily resurrection, the 
nature of life in the age to come, the trustworthiness of Scripture, and the power of God to raise 
the dead (compare 1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18)? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The Sadducees were the priestly aristocracy of Jerusalem. They accepted only the Pentateuch as 
authoritative and denied the doctrines of the resurrection, of angels, and of an active spirit 
world (Acts 23:8). They believed that life ends at death and that there is no future beyond the 
grave. They came to Jesus with a deliberately contrived scenario designed to make resurrection 
look absurd. A woman marries seven brothers in succession. Whose wife will she be in the 
resurrection? 

Jesus answers in two parts. First, He tells them they are wrong on two counts: they do not know 
the Scriptures, and they do not know the power of God (12:24). They have constructed an 
objection to resurrection based on the assumption that life in the resurrection will be identical 
to this life. That assumption is wrong. “When they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven” (12:25). The resurrection life is real and 
bodily, but it is a transformed kind of life. The categories of this fallen age, including the 
institution of marriage, do not simply continue unchanged. 

Second, Jesus grounds the doctrine of the resurrection in God’s self-revelation. He quotes 
Exodus 3:6: “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” He notes 
that God spoke this in the present tense long after the patriarchs had died. “He is not God of the 
dead, but of the living” (12:27). The covenant relationship the patriarchs had with God did not 
end when their bodies were buried. They are alive to God. And the God of the living will raise 
them up at the last day. 

The doctrine of the bodily resurrection is one of the great pillars of Christian faith. “If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:13–14). Christ has been 
raised as the “firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20), and all who 
belong to Him will be raised at His coming. “The dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17). “This perishable body 
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 
15:53). 



For Christians, this hope is the great horizon of life. The Christian does not view death as the 
end. Death is the door to being “with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23), awaiting 
the great resurrection at His coming, when the body will be raised, glorified, and joined fully to 
the Lord we have followed in this life. Marriage will be transformed. Sorrow and tears will be 
wiped away (Revelation 21:4). The relationships of the New Creation will be deeper, holier, 
more joyful, more complete than anything we have known here. The Sadducees imagined the 
resurrection would be a problem. The Bible reveals it as the answered prayer of every faithful 
disciple. 

Doctrinally, this also affirms the trustworthiness of Scripture (Christ argued from Exodus), the 
power of God (resurrection is His prerogative, and He is able), and the genuine bodily nature of 
the future life (not a vague spiritual continuation, but a transformed bodily resurrection like 
Christ’s own). 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The bodily resurrection of the dead at Christ’s coming (1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 
4:13–18; John 5:28–29) 

• Christ as the firstfruits of resurrection, the guarantee of ours (1 Corinthians 15:20–23) 
• The trustworthiness of Scripture as the basis for resurrection hope (Mark 12:26; Exodus 3:6) 
• The power of God to raise the dead (Mark 12:24; Romans 4:17; Ephesians 1:19–20) 
• The transformed nature of life in the age to come (1 Corinthians 15:42–57; Revelation 21:1–

5) 
• The intermediate state of believers as “with the Lord” until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 

5:8; Philippians 1:23) 
• Rejection of any teaching (including the Sadducees’, and any modern equivalent) that denies 

the bodily resurrection 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does Christ ground the doctrine of the resurrection in Scripture? 
• What does the New Testament teach about the nature of resurrection life? 
• Why is the resurrection of believers so essential to Christian hope? 

Question 6 

Student Question: 

The hope of resurrection should reshape the way Christians live this present life. Where in your 
own thinking and decision-making are you still functioning largely as if this life were the whole 
story, and how would deeper confidence in the bodily resurrection of Christ and of His people 
change your priorities, your patience, and your courage this week? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 



Most Christians believe the doctrine of the resurrection in theory and live as if this life were the 
whole story in practice. The result is a curious gap. We confess that we belong to a Christ who 
has been raised and that we ourselves will be raised at His coming, and yet our decisions, our 
anxieties, and our priorities are shaped largely by what happens before death. 

Help students examine where this gap is showing up. Decisions are made based on temporal 
outcomes rather than eternal ones. Wealth is hoarded as if the bank account were the security 
of the soul. Reputation is protected as if it mattered after the grave. Comfort is preserved as if it 
were the highest good. Time is spent on what perishes. Suffering is feared as if there were no 
resurrection after it. Death is grieved as if there were no hope. 

What changes when the resurrection becomes more than a doctrine? Several things. First, 
priorities. “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth” (Colossians 3:1–2). Second, patience. “I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). Third, 
courage. “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Fourth, hope in grief. “We do not want 
you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others 
do who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13). Fifth, daily perseverance. “Therefore, my beloved 
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in 
the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

For students, encourage one specific area in which the resurrection hope should reshape the 
way they are living. The decision they have been making on purely temporal grounds. The fear 
they have been carrying because they have lost sight of the age to come. The grief they have 
been holding without hope. The priority that has gotten out of order. The witness they have 
been afraid to give because the present cost felt too high. 

Help them see also that the Lord’s Supper each week rehearses this hope. We “proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). Every Sunday is a small foretaste of the great 
gathering at His return. Let the resurrection hope come back to the center this week. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The resurrection of Christ and the believer as the great horizon of Christian life (Colossians 
3:1–4; 1 Peter 1:3–9) 

• Reordered priorities in light of eternity (Matthew 6:19–21; 2 Corinthians 4:16–18) 
• Patience and perseverance grounded in resurrection hope (Romans 8:18; 1 Corinthians 

15:58) 
• Christian grief that does not lose hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18) 
• Courage in witness because death is not the end (Matthew 10:28; Revelation 2:10) 



• The Lord’s Supper as weekly proclamation of the death and return of Christ (1 Corinthians 
11:23–26) 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where are you living as if this life were the whole story? 
• What part of your week would change if the resurrection hope were more vivid? 
• How does the Lord’s Supper each Sunday help you live in light of His return? 

Question 7 

Student Question: 

A scribe asks Jesus, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” (12:28). Jesus answers 
by quoting Deuteronomy 6:4–5 (the Shema) and Leviticus 19:18: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength” and “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself” (12:29–31). What is Christ teaching about the heart of all God’s law, the unity of love 
for God and love for neighbor, the proper summary of New Testament obedience, and how this 
great commandment shapes the whole Christian life (compare Romans 13:8–10; Galatians 5:13–
14; James 2:8–13; 1 John 4:7–21)? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

A scribe (unusually, one who is sincere rather than hostile) asks Jesus, “Which commandment is 
the most important of all?” (12:28). Jesus answers in a way that has shaped Christian ethics ever 
since. He combines two Old Testament texts. From Deuteronomy 6:4–5 (the Shema), He quotes, 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” From 
Leviticus 19:18, He quotes, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Then He concludes, 
“There is no other commandment greater than these” (12:31). 

Several large truths come out of this answer. First, the heart of God’s law is love. Not abstract or 
sentimental love, but the total, comprehensive love of the whole self for God, and a love for 
neighbor that takes the dignity of every other human seriously. This is not a softening of the 
law; it is the heart of the law. Every other command in Scripture is the working out of these two. 

Second, the unity of love for God and love for neighbor is essential. The two cannot be 
separated. “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1 John 4:20). And 
love of neighbor, separated from love of God, drifts into sentiment that has lost its anchor. 
Christ binds them together. Love of God is the root; love of neighbor is the visible fruit. 

Third, the New Testament apostles continue this teaching with remarkable consistency. Paul 
writes, “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” 



(Galatians 5:14; cf. Romans 13:8–10). James calls it “the royal law” (James 2:8). John writes that 
“whoever loves has been born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7) and ties love and obedience 
together inseparably (1 John 5:2–3). The whole Christian life is shaped by these two 
commandments working in unison. 

Fourth, the form of the command is comprehensive. We are to love the Lord with all our heart, 
all our soul, all our mind, and all our strength. Heart (the affections, the will, the inner life). Soul 
(the whole self, the personal being). Mind (the intellect, the rational engagement, the 
imagination). Strength (the body, the energy, the active capacities). Nothing is exempt. The full 
person is to be engaged in love for God. This is not occasional spirituality. It is whole-life 
devotion. 

Fifth, love of neighbor as ourselves implies the seriousness with which we treat our own 
interests. We feed ourselves, clothe ourselves, defend ourselves, attend to ourselves. To love 
neighbor as ourselves is to extend that same attention to others. The good Samaritan in Luke 
10:25–37 is the picture. Practical care. Tangible help. The willingness to be inconvenienced. The 
willingness to cross social lines. 

Sixth, this great commandment is not in tension with the gospel; it is the form of life the gospel 
produces. Christ has died and risen so that the love of God might be poured into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5), and so that we, by His Spirit, might be enabled to love God with 
everything and to love our neighbor as ourselves. The New Covenant is not a softer law. It is the 
same law written on the heart (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10), made livable by the work of 
Christ and the indwelling of the Spirit. 

For students, this teaching is meant to land both broadly and specifically. Broadly, it gives the 
shape of Christian life as a whole. Specifically, it forces honest examination. Where is my love for 
God less than total? Where is my love for neighbor falling short of how I love myself? What 
concrete steps would put these commands into action this week? 

Jesus told the scribe, “You are not far from the kingdom of God” (12:34). That sentence is also 
for us. Hearing the great commandment well is the beginning. Walking in it daily is the proof. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Love of God with all the heart, soul, mind, and strength as the supreme command (Mark 
12:30; Deuteronomy 6:4–5) 

• Love of neighbor as oneself as the second great command (Mark 12:31; Leviticus 19:18) 
• The whole law summed up in these two commandments (Matthew 22:40; Romans 13:8–10; 

Galatians 5:14) 
• The inseparable unity of love for God and love for neighbor (1 John 4:7–21; James 2:8–13) 
• The whole-person engagement required by the command to love God (heart, soul, mind, 

strength) 



• Practical, costly love of neighbor as the New Testament pattern (Luke 10:25–37; James 
2:14–17; 1 John 3:16–18) 

• The Spirit’s work of pouring God’s love into our hearts (Romans 5:5; Galatians 5:22) 
• The great commandment as the form of life the gospel produces, not its replacement 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does it actually mean to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength? 
• How are love of God and love of neighbor inseparable in the New Testament? 
• How does the gospel make the great commandment livable in the believer’s life? 

Question 8 

Student Question: 

The scribe responded to Jesus’ answer by agreeing wholeheartedly, and Jesus told him, “You are 
not far from the kingdom of God” (12:34). Where in your own walk are you not far from the 
kingdom (you have the right answer about loving God and neighbor) and yet not yet living the 
answer (the love is more theory than practice), and what would actually loving the Lord with all 
your heart, soul, mind, and strength and your neighbor as yourself look like in this season? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Jesus tells the sincere scribe, “You are not far from the kingdom of God” (12:34). It is a kind 
sentence, but also a warning. Not far is not the same as in. The scribe has the right theology of 
love. He still has to actually live in the kingdom of God by repenting, believing in Jesus as Lord 
and Christ, confessing Him, being baptized into Him, and walking with Him in love daily. Knowing 
the right answer is the beginning. Walking the answer is the rest of the way. 

Many disciples are exactly where this scribe was. They can quote the great commandment. They 
have the right theology of love. They have been hearing it for decades. They are not far from the 
kingdom. But they are not yet living the love in the specific texture of their week. 

Help students get specific. Where would actually loving the Lord with everything change the use 
of time this week? Where would actually loving the neighbor as themselves change a 
relationship this week? Where would the words of Mark 12 turn into the work of Mark 12 if 
obeyed? 

Some examples. The neighbor whose name we have known for years but whom we have never 
visited. The aging parent who could be served with one more careful afternoon. The fellow 
believer whose burden we could carry by a simple act of help. The coworker whose burden is 
heavier than we have noticed because we have been busy. The grown child or estranged sibling 
whose reconciliation has been delayed. The local need in our community we could meet in a 
small but real way. The person we have actively disliked whom Christ commands us to love and 
bless. 



For love of God, similar specifics apply. Morning attention given to the Lord rather than to the 
phone. Sabbath-style rest accepted as a gift rather than refused for the sake of work. Worship 
engaged in with the whole heart rather than performed at the surface. Money handled as 
belonging to Him. Speech disciplined by His Word. Service offered in His name. Witness given to 
His good news. 

Help students name one specific commitment this week. The neighbor to visit. The act of love to 
offer. The hour of attention to the Lord to set aside. The conversation to have. The repentance 
to make. The disciple who actually moves from “not far” to “in” is the disciple who lets the great 
commandment become a real obedience, this week, in their actual life. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The connection between knowing the great commandment and actually living it (James 
1:22–25) 

• The gospel response of faith, repentance, confession, and baptism into Christ as the way 
into the kingdom (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16) 

• Continuing love-of-God and love-of-neighbor obedience as the daily shape of Christian life (1 
John 2:3–6) 

• The Holy Spirit’s work of bearing the fruit of love in the believer (Galatians 5:22; Romans 
5:5) 

• The role of brothers and sisters in helping each other put the great commandment into 
practice (Galatians 6:1–2; Hebrews 10:24–25) 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where in your life are you “not far” from the kingdom but not yet living the answer? 
• What specific act of love (toward God or neighbor) is the Lord calling you to this week? 
• Who could walk with you in that obedience? 

Question 9 

Student Question: 

Jesus turns the questioning around and asks, quoting Psalm 110:1, how David can call the Christ 
both his “son” and his “Lord” (12:35–37). What is Christ revealing about His own identity as both 
the human son of David and the divine Lord whom David worshiped, and how does this question 
expose both the inadequacy of merely human categories for Christ and the necessity of 
confessing Him as Lord (compare Acts 2:32–36; Romans 1:1–4; Philippians 2:9–11)? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Jesus turns the questioning around. “How can the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David? 
David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand, until I 
put your enemies under your feet.’ David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” (12:35–



37). He is quoting Psalm 110:1, one of the most cited Old Testament texts in the New Testament 
(Matthew 22:44; Acts 2:34–35; 1 Corinthians 15:25; Hebrews 1:13). 

The question is a challenge to the inadequate categories of the religious leaders. Yes, the Christ 
is the son of David. Both Matthew and Luke include genealogies emphasizing this (Matthew 1:1; 
Luke 3:23–38). But how can David also call Him ‘Lord’? A man does not normally call his 
descendant ‘Lord.’ The answer is that the Christ is more than merely a human descendant of 
David. He is the divine Lord whom David himself worshiped centuries before His birth. He is both 
son of David and Lord of David. 

This is one of the clearest assertions of Christ’s deity in the Gospel of Mark. He is fully human, 
born in the line of David, with a real genealogy in real history. He is also fully divine, the eternal 
Son of God whom even David called Lord in the Spirit. “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). “Concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 1:3–4). 

Peter quotes this very Psalm at Pentecost to ground the Christian confession of Christ’s lordship. 
“For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit 
at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified” 
(Acts 2:34–36). Philippians 2:9–11 declares that God has highly exalted Christ and given Him the 
name above every name. The confession of Jesus as Lord is therefore at the heart of Christian 
faith (Romans 10:9–10). 

This question exposes the inadequacy of merely human categories for Christ. The scribes were 
trying to fit Him into the box of “wise teacher,” “possible Messiah,” or “David’s son.” Each 
category, taken alone, falls short. Christ is the son of David in His full humanity. He is also the 
divine Lord whom David worshiped. The only adequate confession is the one Thomas eventually 
gave: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 

For Christians today, this question continues to matter. It is not enough to admire Jesus as a 
great teacher or moral example. He must be confessed as Lord. “Every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:11). The disciple’s life is 
shaped by the lordship of Christ in every area, with no department of the soul, the body, or the 
future excluded. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The full humanity of Christ as the son of David (Matthew 1:1; Romans 1:3; Hebrews 2:14–
17) 

• The full deity of Christ as David’s Lord (Psalm 110:1; John 1:1; Hebrews 1:1–3, 13) 



• The unity of Christ’s two natures, fully God and fully man, in one person (Philippians 2:5–11; 
Colossians 2:9) 

• Christ’s exaltation to the right hand of the Father as Lord (Acts 2:32–36; Ephesians 1:20–23) 
• The confession of Jesus as Lord at the heart of the Christian gospel (Romans 10:9–10; 

Philippians 2:9–11) 
• The inadequacy of merely human categories for Christ 
• The Christian life as the working out of Christ’s lordship in every area 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does Psalm 110:1 reveal both the humanity and the deity of Christ? 
• Why is the confession of Jesus as Lord essential to Christian faith? 
• Where in your life is Christ’s lordship most clearly recognized, and where is it still being 

worked out? 

Question 10 

Student Question: 

The chapter ends with two contrasting pictures of devotion: the scribes who love attention and 
devour widows’ houses, and a poor widow who puts in two small coins, “all she had to live on” 
(12:38–44). As you close this lesson, where in your own life of giving (money, time, attention, 
energy, love) are you giving out of abundance in a way Christ commends, and where could the 
Lord be inviting you to widow-style devotion this season? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The chapter ends with two contrasting pictures of devotion. The scribes who love long robes, 
greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, the places of honor at feasts, 
who devour widows’ houses, and who for a pretense make long prayers (12:38–40). And a poor 
widow who walks quietly to the temple treasury and puts in two of the smallest coins available, 
which together amounted to less than a penny. Jesus calls His disciples over and says, “Truly, I 
say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering 
box. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live on” (12:43–44). 

This is the closing image of Christ’s ministry in the temple. Surrounded by religious power, clever 
questions, and large public gifts, Jesus turns His attention to a poor widow whose name no one 
knows, whose gift no one would have noticed, and whose devotion no one but Christ Himself 
was measuring. The lesson is unforgettable. The Lord measures by what is left, not by what is 
given. A small gift offered out of poverty can be greater in His eyes than a large gift offered out 
of abundance. 



This teaching applies far beyond money. It applies to time (the hour given when there are not 
many hours left). It applies to energy (the act of service offered when we are tired). It applies to 
love (the kindness extended when our own reserves feel thin). It applies to worship (the praise 
offered in dry seasons). Christ is watching, and the math of His kingdom is not the math of ours. 

For students, this question is meant to land specifically. Where is your giving safely from 
abundance, and where could it be invited into widow-style cost? It will look different for each 
person. For some, it is meaningful, sacrificial generosity in money for the work of the kingdom. 
For some, it is the offering of time when life feels already too full. For some, it is the gift of 
attention to a relationship that demands more than the easy minimum. For some, it is the 
worship offered honestly during a hard season. For some, it is the willingness to put their 
reputation, their convenience, or their sense of self at risk for Christ’s sake. 

Help students name one specific area where Christ may be calling them to widow-style 
devotion. Then identify the first step. Generous giving over the next year planned in faith. 
Hospitality offered even when it costs. A long obedience continued without applause. A 
confession of Christ in a setting where it will cost. A care for someone the world considers small. 

Close the chapter with the widow’s coins ringing. After all the long arguments in the temple 
courts, after the clever questions and the clever answers, what Christ honors and remembers is 
the quiet, total devotion of an unknown poor woman whose gift the wealthy would not have 
noticed. The Lord still sees. The Lord still honors. The disciple’s life is meant to look more like 
hers than like the scribes’. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The Lord’s measure of giving by what is left, not by what is given (Mark 12:43–44; 2 
Corinthians 8:1–5) 

• Sacrificial generosity as a hallmark of grace (2 Corinthians 9:6–11; 1 Timothy 6:17–19) 
• The danger of performance-based religion that loves attention more than the Lord 

(Matthew 6:1–18) 
• Hidden, faithful devotion as what Christ honors and remembers 
• Stewardship of money, time, attention, and love as the daily texture of Christian life 
• The continuing call of Christ to widow-style devotion in His followers 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where is your giving safely from abundance, and where might Christ invite you into 
something more costly? 

• What does widow-style devotion look like for you in this season (in money, time, attention, 
or love)? 

• What is the first step of that devotion this week? 


