The Gospel of Mark, Teacher’s Guide

Week 16: The King Enters Jerusalem
Mark 11:1-33
Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Mark 11:1-33 brings the Gospel into Jerusalem and inaugurates the final week of Jesus’s earthly
ministry. The chapter contains the triumphal entry, the cursing of the fruitless fig tree, the
cleansing of the temple, the teaching on faith and prayer, and the confrontation with religious
leaders over the question of Christ’s authority. Doctrinally, the teacher will need to handle the
deliberate self-presentation of Jesus as the long-promised King (Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118), the
judgment on fruitless religion pictured in the fig tree, the cleansing of the temple as a sign of
Christ’s authority over God’s house and a foreshadowing of the New Testament church as the
spiritual temple, the call to believing, forgiving, persistent prayer, and the central question of
Christ’s authority that the religious leaders refused to answer honestly.

At the same time, this lesson is formationally direct. Most of the students sitting in front of you
have seasons of “Hosanna”-style enthusiasm and seasons of quiet disappointment with the
Jesus they thought they were following. Most of them know, if they will look, that there are
places in their lives where the religious foliage is real but the fruit is missing. Most of them have
prayer lives that have gone thin and would benefit from Christ’s direct teaching in this chapter.
Most of them have questions Christ is asking them that they have been refusing to answer. The
lesson should not let students leave without naming at least one specific area where the Lord is
calling for honest fruit, honest prayer, and honest answers.

Finally, build the heaviest doctrinal weight at the cleansing of the temple. This scene is not just a
moral indictment of first-century corruption. It is the public claim of Jesus to be Lord of God’s
house and the opening of the way to the new temple, the New Testament church (1 Corinthians
3:16-17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-10). Help students see that the holy ground He
defended in the Jerusalem temple is now the local congregation, the assembly of believers in
whom the Spirit of God dwells. The same Christ who refused to allow His Father’s house to
become a den of robbers still cares about what His church becomes.

Question 1
Student Question:

Jesus deliberately enters Jerusalem riding on a colt, and the crowds cry, “Hosanna! Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord!” (11:7-10). Connecting this scene with Zechariah 9:9, Psalm
118:25-26, and Matthew 21:1-11, what is Jesus deliberately announcing about Himself as the
long-promised King, and what kind of kingdom is He revealing by the way He comes?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Mark’s account of the triumphal entry is restrained, but the details are loaded. Jesus sends for a
young donkey, an unridden colt, with the deliberate instruction to bring it to Him. He is fulfilling
Zechariah 9:9: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Every detail (the colt, the never-ridden state, the
direction toward Jerusalem) is intentional. Jesus is publicly declaring that He is the long-
promised King.

The crowd’s response is also loaded with Old Testament resonance. They cry, “Hosanna!” which
means “Save now!” They quote Psalm 118:25-26, a psalm that the pilgrims would have known
well. They add, “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” (11:10). They are
recognizing, at least with their words, that the King of David’s line is entering David’s city. They
are not wrong about what is happening. They are wrong about what kind of King He will turn out
to be.

The kind of kingdom Jesus reveals by the way He comes is different from what most of them
were imagining. He does not ride in on a war horse. He rides on a humble donkey. He does not
come with an army. He comes with the Twelve. He does not call for swords. He calls for the
Father’s house. He does not seize the political reins. He cleanses the temple. The kingdom is
real, and it is here, but it is not the political restoration the crowds had been hoping for. It is the
kingdom of the Suffering Servant, the Crucified King, the One who will give His life as a ransom
for many.

This is also why we should not expect a future earthly thousand-year political reign of Christ. The
kingdom that came in Jesus is the kingdom He has been bringing all along: a kingdom
established by the cross and the resurrection, ruled from heaven (Acts 2:32-36), entered
through the gospel response of faith, repentance, confession, and baptism into Christ (Acts
2:38), and made visible on earth in the church (Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 1:20-23). The same
kingdom Jesus rode into Jerusalem to inaugurate is the kingdom believers are part of today.

For students, this scene matters in several ways. First, it grounds the deep conviction that Christ
is exactly who Scripture said He would be. The Old Testament has been pointing here all along.
Second, it warns against constructing a Jesus who matches our preferences. The crowd that
shouted “Hosanna” would, in a few days, be the crowd that watched Him die without
intervening. Third, it sets up the question of what kind of welcome we are giving Him. “Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord” is a wonderful thing to sing on Sunday. The harder
qguestion is whether the rest of the week looks like submission to that same Lord.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Jesus as the long-promised King fulfilling the Old Testament Scriptures (Zechariah 9:9; Psalm
118; Matthew 21:1-11)



e The kingdom of God established by Christ through the cross and resurrection, not by
political ascent (John 18:36; Acts 2:32-36)

e The kingdom of God as already present in His church, not waiting for a future earthly reign
(Mark 1:14-15; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 12:28)

e Entry into the kingdom through the gospel response of faith, repentance, confession, and
baptism (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4)

e The danger of welcoming a Christ shaped to our expectations rather than the Christ of
Scripture

e The contrast between the humility of Christ’s entry and the worldly expectations of political
messiahship

Discussion Prompts

e What Old Testament Scriptures was Jesus deliberately fulfilling at the triumphal entry?

e What kind of kingdom is He revealing by the way He comes?

e How should the church understand Christ’s present reign rather than expecting a future
earthly thousand-year reign?

Question 2
Student Question:

The crowd welcomed Jesus with great noise and visible enthusiasm, but most did not understand
the kingdom He was bringing. Where in your own walk are you tempted to “Hosanna”-style
enthusiasm for Jesus on Sunday or in seasons of blessing, while quietly resisting Him when His
kingdom turns out to be different from what you wanted, and what does steady, all-week loyalty
to Him actually look like?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The crowd in Mark 11 is a sober warning to long-time church-goers. They sang the right songs.
They quoted the right Scriptures. They knew the right titles. They were genuinely enthusiastic
for a few hours. And many of them were not really following Jesus at all. Their loyalty was
conditional on Him being the kind of Christ they had imagined. When He turned out to be
different, they walked away.

Most believers have a version of this in their own walk. Sunday is full of “Hosanna.” The worship
is real. The teaching lands. The Lord’s Supper meets us. And then Monday comes, and the
texture of the week begins to drift back into self-management. The convictions of Sunday
quietly do not shape Tuesday. The repentance of Sunday does not survive Wednesday. By
Saturday we are not even sure why Sunday seemed to matter so much.

What does steady, all-week loyalty to Christ actually look like? Several things, woven together.
Honest morning prayer, even briefly, before the day begins. Scripture taken into the soul on a



regular cadence. Specific obedience to Christ in the texture of the week (in speech, in work, in
money, in relationships, in entertainment, in time). The willingness to obey Him in places where
His lordship still feels inconvenient. The recovery, when we have drifted, of the practices that
keep us tethered to Him.

This is also why corporate worship matters so much. The first day of the week was given to the
church for exactly this purpose. The Lord’s Supper rehearses His death until He comes (1
Corinthians 11:23-26). The Word is preached. The saints sing. The body gathers. Sunday is not
an end. It is a re-fueling. The disciple is meant to leave the assembly with the convictions and
the strength to walk the next six days faithfully.

For students, the question is honest. Where is your loyalty Sunday-only? Where does Christ’s
lordship not yet reach in the actual texture of your week? What practice, beginning this
Monday, would close some of that gap?

And help them remember the kindness in this. Christ does not want occasional admirers. He
wants daily disciples. The reason He calls us to all-week loyalty is that all-week loyalty produces
all-week joy. The crowds that shouted “Hosanna” and then drifted away ended with neither.
The disciples who followed Him through the harder days ended with the resurrection.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The danger of seasonal or conditional enthusiasm for Christ (John 6:60-66; Hebrews 3:12—
14)

e Steady daily walking with Christ as the shape of mature discipleship (Galatians 5:25;
Colossians 2:6-7)

e Corporate worship on the first day of the week as the church’s anchor for the rest of the
week (Acts 20:7; Hebrews 10:24-25)

e The Lord’s Supper, the Word, prayer, and the assembly of saints as means by which faith is
sustained

e  Christ’s lordship reaching into every corner of life, not only worship hours

Discussion Prompts

e  Where is your loyalty to Christ most Sunday-only?
e What practice would help that loyalty extend through the actual texture of your week?
e How does the local congregation help us walk steadily with Christ across all seven days?

Question 3
Student Question:

Jesus walks up to a fig tree in leaf, finds no fruit on it (though it was not the season for figs), and
speaks a word that withers it (11:12—-14, 20-21). What is Mark teaching by placing this judgment
scene around the cleansing of the temple (the “Markan sandwich”), and how does the cursed fig



tree picture God’s response to a religious people who carry the leaves of devotion without the
fruit of faith?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The cursing of the fig tree is one of the most surprising actions in the Gospel. Mark structures it
as a “sandwich.” Jesus approaches the fig tree and finds only leaves (11:12-14). He goes into the
temple and cleanses it (11:15-19). The next morning the disciples notice the fig tree has
withered to the roots (11:20-21). The two acts (fig tree and temple) interpret each other.

Why would Jesus curse a fig tree “when it was not the season for figs” (11:13)? The answer lies
in the symbolism. The fig tree had leaves. Leaves on a fig tree normally indicate fruit. The tree
was making a visible claim it could not back up. It looked promising from a distance and offered
nothing on closer inspection. This is exactly what Jesus is about to find when He enters the
temple. The temple is full of religious activity. From a distance it looks like a healthy place of
worship. On closer inspection, it is full of commerce, exclusion, and corruption. Like the fig tree,
it has leaves and no fruit.

The Old Testament repeatedly uses the fig tree as a picture of Israel (Hosea 9:10; Jeremiah 8:13;
Micah 7:1). The cursing of this particular tree is therefore a prophetic action: a sign of the
judgment that is coming on a fruitless religious people who maintain the appearance of
devotion but do not bear the fruit God seeks. Within a generation, the temple will be destroyed
by Rome (Mark 13:2). The judgment Jesus pictures here is real.

The doctrine that emerges from this scene is sobering. God is not satisfied with religious foliage.
He looks for fruit. The fruit He looks for includes the love of God and neighbor, obedience to His
Word, justice, mercy, humility, integrity, generosity, faithfulness in covenant, and the witness of
His people in the world (Micah 6:8; Galatians 5:22-23; James 1:27). Where these are missing,
religious activity by itself is not a substitute. “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians
2:10).

For Christians today, this passage carries a serious warning to long-tenured congregations. It is
possible to have a polished worship, faithful attendance, well-taught classes, and full programs,
and to be a fig tree with leaves and no fruit. The Lord is not honored by foliage. He looks for the
actual righteousness that bears witness to His grace. He will not pretend forever that leaves are
fruit.

This is also a profound encouragement, however. The cursing is not the end of the story. Christ
will go to the cross to die for fruitless people and to make them able, by His Spirit, to bear fruit
(John 15:1-8). The same Christ who walked up to the fig tree expecting fruit is the Christ who
lives in His people to produce the fruit He looks for. Our task is to abide in Him, to confess where
we have only leaves, and to let His Spirit do His real work.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The Lord’s expectation of real fruit from His people, not merely religious appearance
(Matthew 7:15-23; John 15:1-8)

e Judgment on fruitless religion as a serious biblical theme (Isaiah 5:1-7; Hosea 9:10; Luke
13:6-9)

e The fig tree as an Old Testament picture of Israel and a sober warning to any religious
community

e The fruit of the Spirit as what God looks for in His people (Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 5:8—
11)

e Good works as the proper outflow of faith, not the basis of justification (Ephesians 2:8-10;
Titus 3:8)

e Christ as both judge of fruitless religion and source of true fruitfulness (John 15:5)

Discussion Prompts

e What is Mark teaching us by sandwiching the cursing of the fig tree around the cleansing of
the temple?

e What is the difference between religious leaves and gospel fruit?

e  What kind of fruit is the Lord looking for in His people today?

Question 4
Student Question:

Most disciples in long-tenured congregations look like the fig tree from a distance: full of
religious foliage. The Lord still walks toward His people looking for fruit. What specific fruit is He
looking for in your life this season (love, integrity, generosity, gentleness, witness, holiness,
obedience), and what would it take to actually bear it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Long-tenured Christians can have many leaves and a quieter shortage of fruit than they realize.
The leaves are visible. The fruit is not always. Help students name the specific fruit Christ is
looking for in their own lives this season.

Some of the fruit Scripture names. Love of neighbor that goes beyond the convenient and the
comfortable. Generosity that costs something. Hospitality that opens the home. Integrity in
business and in word. Sexual purity. Forgiveness of those who have wronged us. Patient
endurance in suffering. Gentleness in speech, especially under pressure. Courage to bear
witness in the places we already are. Faithfulness in marriage, parenting, friendship, and church
membership. Honest worship, honest prayer, honest service.

Each disciple usually has a sense of where they are leafy without being fruitful. The marriage
that has been outwardly stable and inwardly disengaged. The giving record that has been



consistent but small relative to means. The speech that has been outwardly Christian and
inwardly cutting. The hidden patterns that nobody in the congregation knows about. The
neighbor who has been there for years and has never heard the gospel from us. The relative we
have refused to forgive while complaining about how they have hurt us.

What would it take to actually bear the fruit Christ is looking for in that specific area? It usually
involves several things. Honest naming of the gap. Repentance, including specific confession.
Cooperation with the Spirit, often through small consistent practices: prayer, the Word, the
Lord’s Supper received attentively, the company of brothers and sisters. Concrete obedience,
however small at first. Time, because fruit grows slowly. Patience with ourselves, but no excuses
for ourselves.

Encourage one specific fruit-bearing step this week. The conversation. The check. The
hospitality. The witness. The discipline. The repentance. The lesson is not finished until
something begins to grow.

And remember Christ’s heart in this. He is not standing under our fig tree to humiliate us. He is
the One who died and rose so that we, who had nothing to offer Him, could be made fruitful by
His Spirit and for His glory. He looks for fruit because He has made us able to bear it. The fruit
we offer Him is His gift returning to Him through us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The fruit of the Spirit as God’s ordinary work in His people (Galatians 5:22—23)

e Good works as the natural outflow of faith and the evidence of regeneration (James 2:14—
26; Ephesians 2:10)

e Christ as the vine and believers as branches; fruit comes by abiding in Him (John 15:1-11)

e The role of confession, repentance, and the means of grace in producing fruit

e Patient consistency over time as the way fruit is borne in the Christian life

e The local congregation as the orchard in which fruit is cultivated together

Discussion Prompts

e Where in your life are you most aware of leaves without fruit?
e  What specific fruit is the Lord looking for in that area?
e What is one step that would begin to bear that fruit this week?

Question 5
Student Question:

In verses 15—19 Jesus enters the temple, drives out those buying and selling, overturns the tables
of the money-changers, and quotes Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11: “Is it not written, ‘My house
shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”
What is Jesus teaching about His own authority over the temple, the proper purpose of God’s



house, the danger of religious corruption, and the way this scene anticipates the church as God'’s
temple under the New Covenant (compare 1 Corinthians 3:16—17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter
2:4-10)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The cleansing of the temple is one of the most striking acts in the Gospel. Jesus enters the
temple courts, drives out the merchants who were buying and selling, overturns the tables of
the money-changers and the seats of those selling pigeons, and refuses to allow anyone to carry
merchandise through the temple (11:15-16). He then teaches with quotations from Isaiah 56:7
and Jeremiah 7:11: “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the
nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers” (11:17).

The court of the Gentiles was the only part of the temple where non-Jewish God-fearers could
come to pray. By turning it into a marketplace for animals and currency exchange, the temple
authorities had effectively excluded the nations from the only space they were allowed. The
corruption was not just commercial. It was a betrayal of the temple’s purpose as a house of
prayer for “all the nations.” The merchants were making private profit from God'’s public space.
The poor were being exploited (selling sacrificial animals at inflated prices). The God of Israel
was being misrepresented to the watching world. The temple had become exactly what
Jeremiah warned about, “a den of robbers,” a place where the religiously corrupt felt safe
between acts of unrighteousness.

By driving out the merchants, Jesus is publicly claiming His authority over God’s house. Only the
Son of God could do what He did. He acts not as a reformer but as the Lord of the temple
coming to inspect it. This is one of the most direct claims to deity He makes in His public
ministry. The chief priests and the scribes understand exactly what He is doing, and they begin
to plot how to destroy Him (11:18).

At the same time, this scene anticipates something larger. The temple in Jerusalem will be
destroyed within a generation (Mark 13:2). The center of God’s dwelling among His people will
shift. The New Testament repeatedly identifies the church as the new temple, the place where
God’s glory dwells in His people through His Spirit. “Do you not know that you are God’s temple
and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16). “You yourselves like living stones are
being built up as a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5). “You are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom
the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22).

This is the doctrinal heart of the cleansing scene. Christ has authority over God’s house. He still
does. His house today is the church, the assembled people of God in every faithful congregation.
The same Christ who drove out commerce and corruption from the Jerusalem temple still cares
about what His people do in His house. He will not tolerate forever the use of His church as a



place for self-promotion, the exploitation of His people for profit, the exclusion of those He
would welcome, or the substitution of spectacle for prayer.

For Christians today, this carries weight in several directions. First, the local congregation is holy
ground. It is the Spirit’s dwelling place. We come to it not as consumers but as worshipers, not
as customers but as servants. Second, the church is to be “a house of prayer for all the nations.”
The doors are open to people who do not yet belong. The seats are not reserved for those who
already do. The witness goes outward. Third, the New Testament pattern of worship (the
apostles’ teaching, the breaking of bread on the first day of the week, prayers, singing,
fellowship, giving, baptism into Christ) is the form of life Christ has given His house. Departures
from that pattern are not modernization; they are the slow drift of the temple back into being a
den of robbers. Fourth, the cleansing also bears on each believer personally. Our bodies are
temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). What He drove out of the temple, He drives out
of His people: idolatry, greed, exploitation, lifelessness, exclusion of those He loves.

For students, this scene is meant both to comfort and to challenge. To comfort, because the
church is precious to Christ and He defends it. To challenge, because Christ still walks through
His house and still cares about what He finds there.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Christ’s authority over God’s house, demonstrated in the cleansing of the temple (Malachi
3:1'3; Mark 11:15’17)

e The deity of Christ implied in His acting as Lord of the temple

e The proper purpose of God’s house as a house of prayer for all the nations (Isaiah 56:6-8; 1
Timothy 2:1-4)

e The church as the new temple, the dwelling place of God by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16—
17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-10)

e The local congregation as holy ground to be honored, not commercialized or trivialized

e The New Testament pattern of worship as the form of life Christ has given His house (Acts
2:42; Acts 20:7; Hebrews 10:24-25)

e The body of the believer as the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

e The continuing care of Christ for the holiness, faithfulness, and openness of His church

Discussion Prompts

e What is Jesus actually doing when He cleanses the temple, and what is He claiming about
Himself?

e How does the New Testament identify the church as the new temple of God?

e What patterns has the Lord forbidden in His house, both in Mark 11 and in His ongoing care
for His church?

Question 6



Student Question:

The church is now the temple of God, the place where His glory dwells in His people. Where in
your own life or in the life of our congregation are you most prone to slip into the patterns Christ
rebuked at the temple (commerce, distraction, lifelessness, exclusion of those Christ would
welcome), and what would honest re-consecration of that area to Him look like this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The cleansing of the temple is uncomfortable for congregations to read because it is not
finished. Christ still walks through His house. He still notices when commerce displaces prayer,
when entertainment displaces worship, when exclusion replaces welcome, when distraction
crowds out devotion. He still cares about what we let His church become.

Help students examine themselves in two directions. First, where are they personally most
prone to patterns that imitate what He rebuked? Some of us treat the assembly primarily as a
place to be served. Some of us are inwardly distracted during worship, finishing the email in our
minds. Some of us have grown cold to the prayers of the saints around us. Some of us have
stopped looking for the visitor, the lonely, the struggling member. Some of us have allowed
financial or career anxiety to displace the simple confidence that the Lord provides through His
people.

Second, where might our congregation, with honest love, examine itself? Are our gatherings
genuinely houses of prayer, or have they drifted toward performance? Are the doors
functionally open to those Christ would welcome, or have we developed unspoken filters? Are
we honoring the New Testament pattern (the apostles’ teaching, the breaking of bread on the
first day, prayers, singing, fellowship, giving, baptism), or have we allowed modern preferences
to displace what Christ has given His church? Are our resources being used for the kingdom and
the care of the saints, or for less essential things?

What would honest re-consecration look like? It would not be primarily structural. It would be
deeply personal. Each member of the congregation, before God, asking the Lord to inspect their
own contribution to the life of the church. Each one repenting where repentance is required.
Each one giving themselves again to the assembly, the Lord’s Supper, the Word, prayer,
hospitality, and faithful witness. Re-consecration of a congregation almost always begins with
re-consecration of its members.

Help students identify one specific area where honest re-consecration is needed. Then commit
to one step this week. The cleansing of the temple continues whenever a believer or a
congregation lets the Christ who drove out the merchants do the same work in His house today.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The ongoing call to repentance and re-consecration in the church (Revelation 2—3; 1 Peter
4:17)



e The church as the holy temple of God by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:19-22)

e The New Testament pattern of worship as the form Christ has given His house (Acts 2:42;
20:7; Hebrews 10:24-25)

e Faithful elders and members as those who guard the holiness, hospitality, and witness of the
local church

e Each believer as a participant in the spiritual house, not a spectator (1 Peter 2:4-10)

e Repentance as the recurring grace by which the church and the believer are kept clean

Discussion Prompts

e Where in your own walk are you most prone to the patterns Christ rebuked at the temple?
e How can our congregation lovingly examine itself in light of this scene?
e What specific re-consecration is the Lord asking of you this week?

Question 7
Student Question:

When the disciples are amazed at the withered fig tree, Jesus says, “Have faith in God. Truly, |
say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,” and does not
doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him.
Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be
yours” (11:22-24). What is Jesus teaching about prayer and faith, what kind of prayer is He
commending (and what kind is He not), and how does the call to forgive in verse 25 sit alongside
this teaching?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

When the disciples are amazed at the withered fig tree, Jesus uses the moment to teach about
prayer. “Have faith in God. Truly, | say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and
thrown into the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come
to pass, it will be done for him. Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be yours” (11:22—24). Then He adds: “And whenever you stand
praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven
may forgive you your trespasses” (11:25).

These verses have sometimes been misread to support a “name it and claim it” approach to
prayer in which faith is treated as the leverage that forces God to grant our desires. That is not
what Jesus is teaching. The whole New Testament shows us how prayer actually works. James
4:3 warns of asking with wrong motives. 1 John 5:14 reminds us that the prayer of confidence is
the prayer offered “according to his will.” Christ Himself prayed in Gethsemane, “Not what | will,
but what you will” (Mark 14:36). Paul prayed three times for relief from a thorn in the flesh and
received instead, “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).



What Jesus is teaching is the confident, believing prayer of a child who knows His Father and
who is asking in line with His will. The ‘mountains’ that need to be moved are usually the
obstacles to obedience, to forgiveness, to faithful witness, to the spread of the kingdom. These
are the kinds of mountains the Father delights to move when His children pray in faith. “If we
ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we
ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him” (1 John 5:14-15).

The juxtaposition with forgiveness in verse 25 is crucial. Jesus binds prayer to forgiveness. The
one who prays must forgive. “If you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven
forgive your trespasses” (some manuscripts add verse 26, but the same teaching appears clearly
in Matthew 6:14—15 and 18:21-35). This is not a small condition. It is one of the most consistent
teachings of Jesus on prayer. Unforgiveness is the great enemy of effective prayer. A heart
holding bitterness cannot hold the bold confidence of believing prayer at the same time.

For Christians today, this teaching shapes how we actually pray. We pray confidently, expecting
God to act. We pray honestly, bringing real requests. We pray according to His will, not as a way
to leverage Him into our will. We pray persistently, knowing He delays sometimes for our
growth. We pray with forgiven hearts, releasing those who have hurt us before we ask the
Father to release us. We pray in the name of Jesus, in union with His own intercession at the
right hand of God (Hebrews 7:25).

For students whose prayer life has thinned, this passage is meant to be a clarion call back to
honest, believing, forgiving prayer. The Lord delights to be asked. He delights to move
mountains. He has not left His people without a way of bringing every concern to His throne.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Prayer offered in faith and according to God’s will (Mark 11:22-24; 1 John 5:14-15)

e The necessity of a forgiving heart in those who pray (Mark 11:25; Matthew 6:14-15;
Matthew 18:21-35)

e The proper Christian pattern: confident asking joined with submission to God’s will (Mark
14:36; James 4:13-15)

e Christ as our great High Priest who continues to intercede for us (Hebrews 7:25; Romans
8:34)

e Persistence in prayer as a mark of mature faith (Luke 18:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:17)

e Rejection of “name it and claim it” misreadings that treat faith as leverage over God

e The Holy Spirit’s help in our weakness of prayer (Romans 8:26-27)

Discussion Prompts

e What is Christ-shaped, mountain-moving prayer, and what is it not?
e How does forgiveness sit so closely with effective prayer?
e How would your prayer life change if you took Mark 11:22-25 to heart this week?



Question 8
Student Question:

Many believers struggle with prayer, either because they have prayed and not received what
they asked, or because they suspect their faith is not strong enough. Where in your own prayer
life have you grown thin or discouraged, what does Christ-shaped prayer actually look like
(according to Mark 11:22-25 read in the context of the whole New Testament), and what would
it look like to return to honest, persistent, forgiving prayer this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Almost every long-tenured Christian has had at least one season in which their prayer life
thinned out. The prayers became shorter, more formulaic, less honest. Sometimes the cause is
disappointment (we prayed for what we wanted and did not receive it). Sometimes the cause is
dullness (the practice became a habit rather than a meeting). Sometimes the cause is
unforgiveness (an unresolved bitterness blocks honest conversation with God). Sometimes the
cause is simply life crowding out the discipline.

Help students identify the specific reason their prayer life has gone thin. Naming the cause is
half the cure. The disappointment that needs to be brought honestly to God. The unforgiveness
that needs to be released. The unhurried time that needs to be reclaimed. The habit that has
become mechanical and needs new life.

What does Christ-shaped prayer actually look like? Several things, in light of Mark 11 and the
broader New Testament. Confident asking, believing that God hears and acts. Honest
submission to His will, especially in matters where we do not know what to ask. Persistent
praying, refusing to give up when the answer is delayed. A forgiving heart, releasing those who
have hurt us before bringing our requests. Specific praying, with real names, real situations, real
needs. Thanksgiving woven through the asking (Philippians 4:6). Praying in the name of Jesus,
conscious of His intercession on our behalf. Praying with brothers and sisters, not only alone
(Matthew 18:19-20; Acts 4:23-31).

For practical recovery, encourage one specific habit this week. Maybe a deliberate time of
morning prayer with a list. Maybe an evening practice of confession and thanksgiving. Maybe an
honest written conversation with God about a long-standing unanswered prayer. Maybe a
renewed commitment to pray with a spouse, a friend, or a small group. Maybe the discipline of
bringing a single situation to prayer every day for a defined season until God answers.

Help students see that prayer is meant to be daily life with the Father, not an occasional
emergency line. The Christian’s confidence in prayer rests not on the strength of the believer’s
faith but on the faithfulness of the God who has invited us to come. “Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Prayer as the believer’s ongoing conversation with the Father (Philippians 4:6; Hebrews
4:14-16)

e Persistent, specific, believing prayer as a New Testament norm (Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-8)

e Honest acknowledgment of unanswered or hard prayers (Psalm 13; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

e The Spirit’s help in our weakness of prayer (Romans 8:26-27)

e Corporate prayer with brothers and sisters (Acts 2:42; 4:23—-31)

e The role of confession and forgiveness in keeping the channels of prayer open (Psalm 66:18;
1John 1:9; Mark 11:25)

Discussion Prompts

e Where has your prayer life grown thin, and what has caused it?
e What practice would help you return to honest, believing, forgiving prayer this week?
e Who could pray with you in some specific situation this season?

Question 9
Student Question:

The chief priests, scribes, and elders confront Jesus in the temple and ask, “By what authority are
you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” (11:28). Jesus answers with
a question about John the Baptist’s authority that they refuse to answer (11:29-33). What is
Jesus revealing about His own authority, the way unbelief functions when it is exposed, the
connection between recognizing John and recognizing Christ, and the way unrepentant religious
leaders continue to operate today?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The chief priests, scribes, and elders confront Jesus in the temple courts the next day. “By what
authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” (11:28). They
are not asking a sincere question. They are looking for a charge to bring against Him. If He claims
a divine authority, they can accuse Him of blasphemy. If He claims no special authority, they can
dismiss Him.

Jesus refuses to be trapped. He answers with a question of His own. “The baptism of John, was it
from heaven or from man?” (11:30). The religious leaders are stuck. If they say it was from
heaven, He will ask why they did not believe John. If they say it was from man, the people will
turn on them, because everyone considers John a prophet. They huddle, calculate, and answer,
“We do not know.” Jesus replies, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these things”
(112:33).

Several truths come out of this scene. First, Christ’s authority is not granted by the religious
establishment. He acts in His own right, as the Son of God. The chief priests and scribes who



imagine they are the gatekeepers of God’s people are confronted with the Lord of God’s house
in their own courtyard. They have no authority to grant or withhold from Him. He has all
authority over them.

Second, the connection between recognizing John and recognizing Christ is critical. John was the
forerunner. He pointed to Jesus. He proclaimed the kingdom. He baptized for repentance. He
testified that the Lamb of God was coming. To dismiss John was to dismiss the very prophetic
witness that led to Christ. The chief priests had refused to receive John, and so they could not
receive Christ either. The same is true today. Those who refuse the Old Testament witness, the
apostolic witness, or the clear words of Scripture, end up refusing the Christ to whom those
witnesses point.

Third, unbelief reveals itself when it is exposed. The religious leaders did not say, “We have
considered John’s witness honestly and concluded that he was not from God.” They said, “We
do not know,” because the honest answer would cost them. Unbelief in the presence of clear
truth often takes the form of strategic vagueness. Modern unbelief does the same. It avoids
direct answers because direct answers would require either repentance or open hostility, and
neither suits its purposes.

Fourth, Christ does not cast pearls before those who refuse to receive them. He does not give
the religious leaders an answer they have already shown they will not honor. He refuses to
debate with hardened hearts on their terms. He continues to teach those who actually want to
learn.

For Christians today, this scene matters in several ways. It assures us of Christ’s unborrowed
authority. It warns us against the strategic vagueness that unbelief uses to evade truth. It calls
us to receive God’s appointed witnesses (Scripture, the New Testament apostolic word, faithful
preaching) rather than treating them as optional credentials to be evaluated against our
preferences. And it shows us how Christ handles those who refuse to answer honestly: He stops
the conversation and continues His work.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Christ’s unique, self-authenticating authority over God’s house (Matthew 28:18; Hebrews
1:1'3)

e The connection between receiving God’s appointed messengers and receiving Christ
(Matthew 10:40; John 13:20)

e Unbelief disguised as strategic vagueness (2 Peter 3:5; Romans 1:18)

e The witness of John the Baptist as preparation for receiving Christ (John 1:6-8, 19—-34)

e The continuing call to honest engagement with God’s revealed truth, especially in Scripture
(Acts 17:11; 2 Timothy 3:15-17)

e Christ’s wisdom in not debating with hardened hearts on their terms (Matthew 7:6; Mark
11:33)



e The danger of refusing to answer honestly the questions Christ puts to us
Discussion Prompts

e What is Jesus revealing about His own authority by the way He answers His critics?
e How does the rejection of John relate to the rejection of Christ?
e Where do you see strategic vagueness functioning today as a form of unbelief?

Question 10
Student Question:

Mark 11 ends with religious leaders refusing to answer the question of whether John’s baptism
was from heaven, because they are more concerned with how their answer will land politically
than with what is actually true. Where in your own life are you in danger of refusing to answer a
question Christ has put to you because the true answer would be costly, and what would it look
like to give an honest answer this week, regardless of the cost?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The religious leaders refused to answer the question about John’s baptism, not because the
answer was unclear, but because it would have been costly. They calculated. They weighed the
political consequences. They chose vagueness over honesty. They are not the last to do this.

Most students in the room have been confronted, at some point, with a question Christ has put
to them in His Word, through a brother or sister, through the witness of conscience, or through
the weight of a Scripture they could not quite shake. They have known the answer. They have
also known that the honest answer would be costly. So they have stalled. They have busied
themselves. They have left the question unanswered.

Help students identify the question they have been refusing to answer. It will be different for
each person. “Is this relationship under Christ’s lordship?” “Is this habit consistent with my
baptism?” “Have | been honest in this area?” “Have | obeyed what the Lord has clearly said?”
“Have | responded to the gospel in the way the New Testament describes (faith, repentance,
confession, baptism into Christ)?” “Am | a faithful member of the local body Christ has joined
me to?” The questions are not hidden. They are sitting in the conscience, waiting.

What would it look like to give an honest answer this week? Usually it looks like the confession.
The conversation. The change. The step of obedience. The submission to a clear teaching of
Scripture. The decision to walk into rather than away from what Christ has been asking. The
willingness to be costly with the answer rather than safe with the silence.

Tie the lesson together. The King has entered Jerusalem. He has come to His house. He has
cleansed His temple. He has spoken about prayer and faith and forgiveness. He has asked the



guestions the religious leaders refused to answer. He is doing the same in His church today. The
honest disciple is the one who answers the questions Christ has put to them, whatever the cost.

Encourage students to leave the lesson with their question named, their answer given, and the
next step on its way. The chapter ends with the leaders refusing. The lesson ends, we hope, with
the disciples saying yes.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Honesty before the Lord as a continuing requirement of discipleship (Psalm 51:6; Hebrews
4:13)

e The connection between the questions Christ puts to us and the steps of obedience He calls
us to (John 14:21-24)

e The danger of strategic delay in matters of clear obedience (Acts 24:24-27; Hebrews 3:15)

e The kindness of Christ in asking the questions we have been refusing to answer

e The role of faithful brothers and sisters in helping each other answer Christ honestly
(Galatians 6:1-2)

Discussion Prompts

e What question is Christ asking you that you have been refusing to answer?
e What would the honest answer look like in concrete obedience this week?
e Who could walk with you while you give that answer?



