The Gospel of John, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 7: Healing the Official’s Son
John 4:43-54
Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

John 4:43-54 records the second of Jesus’ signs, the healing of the royal official’s son from a
distance by His word alone. Doctrinally, this account teaches the power and authority of the
word of Jesus: He need not be present or touch the sick to heal, for His word carries the
authority of God Himself. It also continues John's deliberate building of “signs” that point to
Jesus’ identity, and it traces the anatomy of growing faith, from desperate request, to trusting
the bare word of Christ, to full belief shared by a whole household.

At the same time, this story is profoundly formational. It contrasts a faith that demands
spectacle with a faith that takes Jesus at His word and walks the long road home holding nothing
but a promise. Most disciples will spend most of their lives in exactly that posture, trusting
promises not yet seen. The teacher should help students see that the word of Christ is enough,
and that mature faith does not require constant proof.

So aim at both: a higher view of the authority of Jesus’ word, and a deeper willingness to trust
that word in the absence of sight. The disciple we are forming believes Christ not because of
spectacle but because of who He is, and acts on His word before the outcome is visible.

Question 1
Student Question:

Jesus said, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe” (v. 48). What is the danger of
a faith that depends on seeing the spectacular, and what kind of faith does Jesus desire instead?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Jesus’ words, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe” (v. 48), are addressed to
the crowd’s appetite for spectacle as much as to the official. The Galileans had welcomed Jesus
largely because of the wonders He performed in Jerusalem (v. 45). Jesus exposes the thinness of
a faith that needs constant proof.

Help students see the danger of sign-dependent faith. A faith that requires the dramatic is
always hungry, always needing the next miracle, and it never rests in Christ Himself. It treats
Jesus as a means to experiences rather than as the Lord to be trusted. When the signs stop, such
faith falters.



Contrast this with the faith Jesus desires: trust in His word and His person, the kind the official is
about to show. Mature faith does not depend on spectacle; it rests on who Jesus is and what He
has said. Jesus called those who believe without seeing blessed (20:29).

Apply it to a culture, including a church culture, that can crave the sensational. Help students
examine whether they are following Christ or chasing experiences. The aim is a settled trust in
the Lord and His word that does not rise and fall with how dramatic things feel.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* The danger of a faith dependent on signs and spectacle (John 4:48).

® Faith that rests in Christ’s person and word rather than experiences.

* The blessing on those who believe without seeing (John 20:29).

¢ The contrast between using Jesus for experiences and trusting Him as Lord.

Discussion Prompts

e What is the danger of needing the spectacular to believe?
e How is faith in signs different from faith in Christ Himself?
¢ Where might you be chasing experiences rather than trusting the Lord?

Question 2
Student Question:

The official’s desperation drove him to travel and beg for help (vv. 46-47). What desperate need
has driven you to Christ, and what did you learn about Him in that place of need?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question takes up the official’s desperation. His son was dying, and that
desperation drove an important man to travel twenty miles and beg a traveling preacher for
help. Desperation has a way of stripping away pride and bringing us to Christ.

Help students see desperation as a gift, not only a trial. Many of us came to Christ, or came back
to Him, not in seasons of strength but in seasons of need, when something we could not fix
drove us to our knees. God often uses our helplessness to bring us to the only One who can truly
help.

Invite students to recall such a place in their own story, a crisis, a loss, a fear, a need beyond
their control, that drove them to Christ. Ask not only what happened but what they learned
about Him there. Often it is in desperation that we discover Christ is enough.

Then turn it forward. Present needs and helplessness are invitations to come again. Encourage
students to bring their current desperation to Christ rather than to lesser sources, and to expect
to meet Him there as the official did.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Desperation as a means God uses to bring us to Christ.

¢ Helplessness as an invitation to dependence on the Lord.

e Learning the sufficiency of Christ in places of need.

® Bringing present needs to Christ rather than to lesser sources.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What desperate need has driven you to Christ?
e What did you learn about Him in that place?
*  What present need is Christ inviting you to bring to Him now?

Question 3
Student Question:

Jesus healed the boy with only a word spoken from a distance (vv. 50, 53). What does this teach
us about the power and authority of Jesus’ word?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The heart of the miracle is its method: Jesus heals the boy with a word, from about twenty miles
away, without going to him or touching him. “Go; your son will live” (v. 50). The healing
happened at that very hour (v. 53).

Draw out the authority this reveals. Jesus’ word does not merely describe reality; it commands
it. The same kind of word that spoke creation into being (“Let there be light”) now speaks life
into a dying boy at a distance. This is the authority of God, exercised by the Son.

Connect it to the broader testimony of Scripture. “He sent out his word and healed them”
(Psalm 107:20). The centurion in Matthew 8 understood the same truth: “only say the word, and
my servant will be healed.” The word of Christ carries the power to accomplish what it says.

Apply it to the students’ confidence in Scripture and prayer. The word of Jesus is not limited by
distance, circumstance, or our ability to see how. This grows confidence that when Christ
speaks, in His recorded word and in answer to prayer according to His will, His word is effective.
We can rest our lives on what He has said.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The creative, commanding authority of the word of Jesus (John 4:50; Psalm 107:20).
e Christ’s power unlimited by distance or circumstance.

* The effectiveness of God’s word to accomplish what it says (Isaiah 55:11).

e Confidence in the word of Christ as the ground of faith.



Discussion Prompts

¢  What does healing by a word alone teach about Jesus’ authority?
¢  How does this compare to the way God created by His word?
¢ How does this grow your confidence in the word of Christ today?

Question 4
Student Question:

The text says, “The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way” (v. 50).
Where is God asking you to act on His word before you can see the outcome, and what is holding
you back?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question lands on the pivotal line: “The man believed the word that Jesus
spoke to him and went on his way” (v. 50). The official acted on the word before he had any
evidence it had worked. He turned and walked home on a promise.

Help students recognize that this is the ordinary shape of faith. We are constantly asked to act
on God'’s word before we can see the outcome: to forgive before we feel like it, to give before
we see provision, to obey before we understand, to trust a promise whose fulfillment is not yet
visible.

Name what holds us back. Usually it is the desire for proof before we move, the craving for
certainty that the path is safe before we step onto it. But faith, by definition, acts before sight
(Hebrews 11:1; 2 Corinthians 5:7). The official could have refused to leave until Jesus came;
instead he believed and went.

Press for specifics. Ask each student where God is currently asking them to act on His word
before they can see the result, an act of obedience, forgiveness, generosity, or repentance, and
what is holding them back. Invite them to take one step home on the promise this week.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

®  Faith as acting on God’s word before seeing the outcome (Hebrews 11:1).
e Walking by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).

® The craving for proof as a common obstacle to obedience.

e Concrete obedience as the expression of trust.

Discussion Prompts

e Where is God asking you to act on His word before you see the result?
e What is holding you back from taking that step?
e What would it look like to start walking home on the promise this week?



Question 5
Student Question:

The official came asking Jesus to “come down” and heal his son, but Jesus chose to heal without
going (vv. 49-50). What does it teach us that Jesus answered the man'’s real need in a way
different from what he asked or expected?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The official asked Jesus to “come down” to Capernaum and heal his son (v. 49). Jesus answered
the real need, healing the boy, but not in the way the man asked. He did not go; He spoke. The
need was met; the method was different.

Help students see the grace in this. God frequently answers our deepest needs in ways we did
not request or expect. The official wanted Jesus present; Jesus gave him something that grew his
faith more, the chance to trust a word. Had Jesus simply come, the man’s faith might have
rested on the visit; instead it had to rest on Christ Himself.

Apply it to prayer. We often come to God with not only a request but a prescribed solution: do
this, in this way, by this time. God hears the need beneath the request and answers as a wise
Father, sometimes by a different path than we imagined. His refusal to follow our script is not
indifference but wisdom and love.

Encourage trust in God’s better answers. Ask students to recall a time God met a need
differently than they asked, and what good came from it. Invite them to hold their requests with
open hands, trusting the One who knows the need beneath the request.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ God answering our true needs in ways we did not request or expect.

¢ The difference between our prescribed solutions and God’s wise answers.
®  Prayer that trusts the Father’s wisdom over our scripts.

® God’s different answers as evidence of love, not indifference.

Discussion Prompts

e What does it teach that Jesus answered the need but not the way asked?
¢ When has God met a need of yours differently than you requested?
¢ How can you hold your requests to God with more open hands?

Question 6

Student Question:



The man took Jesus at His word and started home with nothing visible to hold onto. When have
you found it hardest to trust God when there was no evidence yet, and what helped you keep
walking?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question revisits the long road home with no evidence in hand. Between
Jesus’ word at Cana and the servants’ news the next day, the official had only a promise and a
journey to walk. That gap, between the word and the sight of its fulfillment, is where faith is
tested.

Help students name their own hardest gaps. We all face seasons where God has given a promise
or a clear word, and yet nothing visible has changed, the prodigal still wanders, the prayer is still
unanswered, the healing has not come. Walking faithfully through that gap is one of the great
tests of the Christian life.

Explore what helps us keep walking. The official kept walking, presumably, because he trusted
the One who spoke more than he trusted his own ability to verify. Faith leans on the character
and word of Christ. Remembering past faithfulness, staying in Scripture, and the support of
God'’s people all help us keep our feet moving when we cannot see.

Encourage honesty and perseverance. It is not unspiritual to find the gap hard; even strong
believers do. The call is to keep walking on the word. Ask each student to name a current gap
they are walking through and one thing that will help them keep going in trust.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® The testing of faith in the gap between promise and fulfillment.

e Leaning on Christ's character and word rather than visible evidence.

* Means of perseverance: Scripture, memory of God’s faithfulness, the church.
e Honesty about the difficulty of trusting without sight.

Discussion Prompts

¢ When have you found it hardest to trust God with no evidence yet?
e What helped you keep walking?
¢ What gap are you walking through now, and what will keep you going?

Question 7
Student Question:

When the official learned the boy recovered “at the seventh hour,” the exact time Jesus spoke,
his whole household believed (vv. 52-53). How does the precise fulfillment of Jesus’ word
strengthen the case that He is who He claims to be?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

When the father compares notes with his servants, he discovers the boy began to recover “at
the seventh hour” (v. 52), the exact time Jesus said, “your son will live.” The precision is the
point. This was no coincidence and no natural recovery; it was the direct effect of Jesus’ word.

Help students see how this strengthens the case for Christ. John records the matching hour
deliberately. The fulfillment was specific, verifiable, and exactly timed to the word of Jesus. This
is the kind of evidence that moves faith from hope to certainty: “he himself believed, and all his
household” (v. 53).

Connect this to John's larger purpose. John selects signs precisely so that readers “may believe
that Jesus is the Christ” (20:31). The exact correspondence between word and result is meant to
give us confidence that Jesus is who He claims to be, the One whose word commands reality.

Apply it to the reliability of Christ. Because His word proved true to the hour for this father, we
have reason to trust His word to us. The God who fulfilled His word precisely then is faithful to
fulfill His promises now, in His time. Help students rest their confidence not on feelings but on

the proven trustworthiness of Christ’s word.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The precise fulfillment of Jesus’ word as evidence of His identity (John 4:52-53).
e Signs recorded so that readers may believe (John 20:31).

e The proven trustworthiness of Christ’s word as the ground of confidence.

e Faith strengthened by God'’s faithfulness to His word.

Discussion Prompts

¢ How does the matching hour strengthen the case for Jesus?
e Why does John record such specific details?
*  How does Christ’s proven faithfulness grow your trust in His promises?

Question 8
Student Question:

The official’s faith grew in stages, from desperate request, to trusting the word, to full belief with
his household (vv. 47, 50, 53). How have you seen your own faith grow in stages, and where is it
growing now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question traces the anatomy of the official’s faith, which grew in clear
stages: a desperate request born of need (v. 47), a decision to trust the bare word of Jesus and



act on it (v. 50), and finally full, settled belief shared with his whole household (v. 53). Faith has a
journey.

Help students see that faith normally grows in stages, not all at once. The official did not begin
with mature faith; he began with desperation and a partial, sign-seeking faith, and Jesus led him
forward. This is enormously encouraging for those who feel their faith is small or uneven.

Invite students to map their own faith journey. Where did it begin? What stages has it passed
through, crisis, decision, growth, deepening? Seeing the progression builds gratitude and hope;
God has been at work, and He is not finished.

Then ask where faith is growing now. Every believer has a current edge, a place where God is
stretching their trust. Naming it helps students cooperate with the growth rather than resist it.
Encourage them that the same Lord who grew the official’s faith is committed to growing theirs.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* Faith as a journey that grows in stages.

¢ Encouragement for small or uneven faith that Jesus leads forward.
¢ God's ongoing work to mature the believer’s trust.

¢ The household effect of one person’s growing faith (John 4:53).

Discussion Prompts

¢ How have you seen your own faith grow in stages?
e What stage do you find yourself in now?
e Where is your faith being stretched at the moment?

Question 9
Student Question:

This is called “the second sign” Jesus did (v. 54), and like the first it pointed beyond itself to His
identity. Putting this sign together with the changing of water into wine, what is John building in
his readers about who Jesus is and why we should believe in Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal block of the lesson, asking students to step back and see what John
is constructing. He explicitly numbers this “the second sign that Jesus did” (v. 54), pairing it with
the first, the water into wine (2:11). John is building a deliberate case.

Compare the two signs. At Cana, water became wine, and the glory was visible to those present.
Here, a boy is healed at a distance, and the father has only a word to hold. Together they reveal
a Christ whose power extends over the physical world (creation, the vine) and over life and
death (the dying son), whether near or far, whether seen or unseen.



Explain John's purpose in stacking signs. Near the end of his Gospel, John states it directly:
“these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name” (20:31). Each sign is a piece of evidence assembled to
lead the reader to faith. The teacher can show that John is not merely telling stories but making
an argument about who Jesus is.

Bring it to the heart. The cumulative force of the signs is meant to land on the reader as it
landed on the official’s household: belief in Christ. We are not asked to believe blindly; we are
given evidence and led to a reasonable, life-giving faith. Help students feel the weight of John'’s
design: he wants them, too, to believe and have life. And note the kind of belief John intends,
the living faith the whole Gospel describes, that takes hold of Christ and follows Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ John's deliberate use of signs to build a case for Jesus’ identity (John 2:11; 4:54; 20:30-31).
e  Christ’s authority over creation and over life and death, near and far.

* Faith grounded in evidence, not blind credulity.

e The purpose of the signs: belief that leads to life in Christ's name.

¢ The living, obedient nature of the faith John aims to produce.

Discussion Prompts

e What is John building in his readers by stacking these signs?
¢ How do the first two signs together reveal who Jesus is?
¢ What kind of belief is John’s Gospel designed to produce?

Question 10
Student Question:

Look back over this account of faith that walked home on a promise. What is one specific way
Jesus is forming you to trust His word more fully, even when you cannot yet see the result?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The capstone question gathers the whole lesson into a single aim: trusting the word of Christ
even when we cannot see the result. The official’s story is a portrait of exactly that faith, and it is
the faith every disciple is being formed into.

Help students see that this is the normal Christian life. We will not always have visible proof,
dramatic signs, or immediate results. Most of the time we walk the long road home holding the
word of Christ. Maturity is learning that His word is enough.

Make it concrete. Ask each student to name one specific way Jesus is forming them to trust His
word more fully, perhaps a promise they need to rest in, an obedience they need to begin



before they see the outcome, or a habit of taking Christ at His word rather than waiting for
proof.

Close with confidence in Christ Himself. The point of the lesson is not to muster more willpower
but to trust a trustworthy Lord. The same Jesus whose word healed a boy to the exact hour
speaks to us in His word, and He can be trusted. Let students leave more willing to turn and walk
home on His promise.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Trusting the word of Christ as the normal shape of the Christian life.
®  Maturity as learning that Christ’s word is enough.

e Obedience and rest grounded in the trustworthiness of Christ.

e Concrete formation in faith that acts before sight.

Discussion Prompts

e What is one way Jesus is forming you to trust His word more fully?
¢ What promise or command do you need to act on before you see the result?
¢ How does trusting Christ’s character free you to walk home on His word?



