The Book of Genesis

Lesson 19: Jacob and Esau Reconciled; Trouble at Shechem -- Genesis
33:1-34:31

Jacob limps toward the most frightening reunion of his life. He has wrestled with God in the
night, and now in the morning he must face the brother he wronged twenty years ago, the
brother who once swore to kill him, coming over the hill with four hundred men. Jacob arranges
his family, bows to the ground seven times, and braces for the worst. And then the worst does
not come. Esau runs to him. Not with a sword, but with open arms. He throws himself on
Jacob’s neck and kisses him, and the two brothers, the deceiver and the deceived, stand in the
dust and weep. Two decades of bitterness dissolve in an embrace.

It is one of the most moving pictures of reconciliation in the Bible, and Jacob knows exactly Who
is behind it. “To see your face,” he tells his brother, “is like seeing the face of God, for you have
accepted me.” The night before, Jacob saw God'’s face at Peniel and his life was spared; now he
sees grace in his brother’s face, and he recognizes the same God at work. Reconciliation, when it
comes, is a gift from heaven. God can soften the hardest heart, even the heart of an enemy, for
“the king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord.”

But the very next chapter is a brutal reminder that this family, like ours, still lives in a fallen
world. Jacob settles near the city of Shechem, a little too comfortable, a little too close to the
Canaanites and their ways. And there his daughter Dinah is violated by the prince of the city, a
grievous wrong. What follows is worse: Dinah’s brothers Simeon and Levi answer one sin with a
colder, calculated one, using the sacred sign of God’s covenant as a tool of deception and then
slaughtering an entire city in revenge. A real evil is met not with justice but with a greater evil,
and Jacob is left horrified, his family’s name in ruins.

Put the two chapters side by side and they preach a sermon. Chapter thirty-three shows God’s
way: humility, an embrace, forgiveness, the surprising grace that heals a broken relationship.
Chapter thirty-four shows the world’s way: a wrong avenged with deceit and violence that only
multiplies the wrong and leaves everyone worse off. One path leads to weeping on each other’s
necks; the other leads to a city of corpses and a father’s despair. Read this passage and let it set
the choice before you, because we all get wronged, and we all must decide: will we answer evil
God’s way, or the world’s?

Group Discussion: Jacob dreaded meeting Esau, but Esau ran to him, embraced him, and wept,
and the long feud was healed (33:4). What do you think made this reconciliation possible, and
what does it teach us about how God can work even in our most broken relationships?

Personal Reflection: After meeting his brother’s unexpected grace, Jacob said, “To see your face
is like seeing the face of God, for you have accepted me” (33:10). Is there a broken relationship



in your life where God may be calling you to take the first step toward reconciliation? What
holds you back?

Read Genesis 33:1-34:31

Study Questions

1. The reunion Jacob dreaded turned into an embrace, as Esau ran to meet him, fell on his
neck, and wept (33:1-4). What does this surprising reconciliation reveal about God’s power
to change hearts, even the heart of someone who once was an enemy (compare Proverbs
21:1)?

2. Isthere arelationship in your life that feels beyond repair? How does Esau’s unexpected
grace, and God’s hand behind it, give you hope and a nudge to pursue reconciliation?

3. Jacob humbled himself before Esau, bowing and bringing gifts, and saw in his brother’s
acceptance “the face of God” (33:3, 10). What does this teach us about the humility and
initiative that reconciliation requires, and about how forgiveness reflects God’s own grace?

4. Reconciliation usually requires someone to humble themselves and take the first step.
Where might God be calling you to lay down your pride, your sense of being right, or your
hurt, in order to mend a relationship?

5. After the reunion, Jacob built an altar and called it “God, the God of Israel” (33:18-20),
worshiping the God who had brought him through, yet he also settled near the city of
Shechem, close to its people and ways. What does this teach us about worship after
deliverance, and about the danger of settling too comfortably near the world?

6. Where have you “settled near Shechem,” allowed yourself a comfortable closeness to
compromise, to worldly influences or habits that slowly pull you off course? What might
God be calling you to move away from?

7. Chapter thirty-four tells of a grievous wrong done to Dinah, answered by her brothers
Simeon and Levi with deception and a violent massacre (34:1-31). Without dwelling on the
details, what does this tragic chapter teach us about how sin spreads and how compromise
with the world can lead a family into ruin?

8. When you are genuinely wronged, how do you handle the anger and the desire to make the
other person pay? What is the difference between seeking justice and taking revenge?

9. Place the two chapters side by side: in chapter thirty-three, a wrong is met with humility and
reconciliation; in chapter thirty-four, a wrong is met with deceit and vengeance that only
multiply the evil (and which Jacob later condemns, 49:5-7). What do these two paths teach
us about God’s way of responding to being wronged, leaving vengeance to Him (Romans
12:17-21), versus the world’s way?

10. Look back over the whole passage. Name one specific way God is calling you to pursue
reconciliation, to guard against worldly compromise, and to respond to wrongs His way
rather than the world’s.



Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: Romans 12:17-21, never avenging yourselves but overcoming evil
with good; Genesis 49:5-7, Jacob’s later condemnation of Simeon and Levi’s violence; Matthew
5:9, 23-24, the blessing on peacemakers and the call to be reconciled; Proverbs 21:1, the heart
of the king like a stream in the Lord’s hand; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, the call to come out and be
separate from the world.



