
The Book of Genesis
Lesson 16: Isaac’s Wells and the Stolen Blessing -- Genesis 26:1–27:46

Isaac has always lived in his father’s shadow, and chapter twenty-six shows him living, for better 
and for worse, in his father’s footsteps. A famine comes, just as one came to Abraham, and God 
appears to Isaac with the same great promises He made to Abraham: I will be with you, I will 
bless you, in your offspring all the nations of the earth will be blessed. The covenant did not die 
with Abraham. God is faithful across the generations, keeping to the son the word He swore to 
the father. The God of Abraham becomes, in his own right, the God of Isaac.

But Isaac inherits his father’s fears as well as his father’s faith. Afraid for his life, he tells the men 
of Gerar that his wife Rebekah is only his sister, the very lie Abraham told twice. Some patterns 
run in families like a current, and we step into them almost without thinking. And yet God 
blesses Isaac anyway, so abundantly that the Philistines grow jealous and stop up his wells. 
Watch how Isaac responds. He does not fight. He digs a new well; they take it; he moves and 
digs another; they take that one too; he moves again, until finally there is room, and he names 
the place Rehoboth, “for now the Lord has made room for us.” Here is a man who would rather 
yield than quarrel, who trusts God to make space for him.

Then comes chapter twenty-seven, and the peace shatters. Isaac is old and blind, and he decides 
to bless Esau, his favorite, ignoring God’s own word that the older would serve the younger. 
Rebekah overhears, and instead of trusting God to keep His promise, she launches a scheme: 
dress Jacob in Esau’s clothes, cover his arms in goatskin, cook Esau’s favorite meal, and steal the 
blessing by deception. And Jacob, whose name means “he grasps,” looks his blind old father in 
the face and says the terrible words, “I am Esau your firstborn.” The blessing is given, the lie 
succeeds, and the family explodes.

It is a house full of people God loves, and not one of them comes out clean. A father playing 
favorites, a mother scheming, one son deceiving, the other plotting murder. And the 
consequences ripple out for decades: Esau’s bitter, murderous rage, Jacob fleeing for his life, 
Rebekah saying goodbye to her favorite son and, as far as the record shows, never seeing him 
again. They got what they wanted by deceit, and it cost them everything they loved. Read this 
passage and let it teach you two hard and hopeful truths at once: that we reap what we sow, 
and that God, astonishingly, is still able to work His good purpose even through a family as 
broken as this one, and as broken as ours.

Group Discussion: Rebekah and Jacob resorted to deception to obtain the blessing, even though 
God had already promised it to Jacob (25:23; 27:1–29). Why do we so often try to secure good 
things by wrong means, and what did their deception end up costing the family?

Personal Reflection: Isaac repeated his father Abraham’s sin of lying about his wife, and the 
family of chapter twenty-seven was tangled in patterns of favoritism and deceit passed down 



through the generations. What patterns, good or bad, have you inherited from your family? 
Which ones do you need God’s help to break?

Read Genesis 26:1–27:46

Study Questions

1. When famine came, God appeared to Isaac and renewed the covenant promises He had 
made to Abraham (26:2–5, 24). What does it reveal about God that He keeps His promises 
faithfully from one generation to the next, becoming the God of Isaac as He was the God of 
Abraham?

2. Faith and influence pass down through generations. What kind of spiritual legacy are you 
passing on to those who come after you, your children, younger believers, or those who 
watch your life? What do you want that legacy to be?

3. When the Philistines seized his wells, Isaac did not fight back but kept yielding and moving 
on until God gave him room, which he named Rehoboth (26:17–22). What does this teach us 
about peacemaking and about trusting God to provide and make room for us?

4. Where are you tempted to fight hard for your rights, your turf, or the last word, rather than 
yield for the sake of peace? How might trusting God to provide free you to let some things 
go (Romans 12:18)?

5. Isaac repeated the very sin his father had committed, lying about his wife out of fear (26:7). 
What does this teach us about the way sinful patterns can pass from one generation to the 
next, and about our need to be watchful?

6. What sinful pattern or tendency from your family or past do you recognize at work in your 
own life? What would it take, with God’s help, to break that pattern rather than pass it on?

7. Although God had promised the blessing to Jacob, Rebekah and Jacob seized it through 
elaborate deception (27:1–29). What does this teach us about the difference between God’s 
purposes and our methods, and why trying to accomplish God’s will through sinful means is 
never justified?

8. Where are you tempted to use manipulation, half-truths, or deception to get something you 
want, even something good? Why is it so dangerous to tell ourselves that the end justifies 
the means?

9. The deception set off a chain of painful consequences: Esau’s murderous hatred, Jacob’s 
flight into exile, Rebekah’s loss of her favored son, and later Jacob himself being deceived by 
Laban. What does this teach us about sowing and reaping (Galatians 6:7), and how do we 
hold together human responsibility for sin and God’s sovereign ability to work out His 
purposes anyway?

10. Look back over the whole passage. Name one specific way God is calling you to walk in 
integrity, to make peace, to break a harmful pattern, and to trust His faithfulness across the 
generations.



Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: Galatians 6:7–8, a person reaps what he sows; Romans 12:18, living 
peaceably with all so far as it depends on you; Hebrews 12:14–17, pursuing peace and the 
warning of Esau; Deuteronomy 7:9, God keeping covenant love to a thousand generations; 
Proverbs 10:9, whoever walks in integrity walks securely.


