
The Book of Genesis, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 14: Sarah’s Death and a Bride for Isaac

Genesis 23:1–24:67

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This section covers the death of Sarah and the finding of a bride for Isaac, and beneath the 
narrative flows a deep current of doctrine. It teaches faith that faces death with hope (Abraham 
burying Sarah in the soil of the promise), the providence of God who guides His people, the 
importance of shared faith in marriage, worship as the response to God’s leading, and a 
readiness to follow God into the unknown. Above all, it is one of Scripture’s clearest portraits of 
God’s quiet, sovereign providence weaving ordinary events into His redemptive plan.

Teach providence carefully and warmly. God’s guidance in chapter twenty-four is not loud or 
miraculous; it works through prayer, through the servant’s faithful diligence, through Rebekah’s 
character and kindness, and through circumstances arranged by an unseen hand. This models 
how God usually leads His people: not by spectacular signs but by His providential ordering of 
events as we walk in prayerful trust and responsible action. Distinguish this clearly from mere 
luck or chance; behind the ‘coincidences’ stands the faithful God who works all things together 
for good (Romans 8:28).

On marriage, teach the principle of spiritual compatibility plainly but without legalism. 
Abraham’s concern was that Isaac marry within the covenant faith, not merely within an ethnic 
group; the abiding principle, made explicit in the New Testament, is that believers marry ‘in the 
Lord’ (1 Corinthians 7:39) and are not unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14). 
Formationally, lead students to face death with the believer’s hope, to seek God’s guidance in 
their decisions, to value shared faith in their relationships, and to be ready, like Rebekah, to say 
‘I will go’ when God leads.

Question 1

Student Question:

When Sarah died, Abraham mourned her and then bought the cave of Machpelah to bury her, 
the only piece of the Promised Land he would ever own (23:1–20). What does this act reveal 
about how Abraham faced death, still trusting God’s promise even from beside a grave (compare 
Hebrews 11:13)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter twenty-three records Sarah’s death and Abraham’s mourning, and then his careful 
purchase of the cave of Machpelah as a burial place. On the surface it is a real estate 



transaction; underneath, it is an act of faith. Abraham insists on buying the field outright, paying 
full price, securing legal ownership of this one small parcel of Canaan.

Why does this matter? Because it is the only portion of the Promised Land Abraham will ever 
own, and he claims it as a burial plot. He is, in effect, planting Sarah in the soil of the promise, 
staking a claim on the land God swore to give his descendants. Even at a grave, Abraham acts in 
confidence that God’s word will hold.

Hebrews interprets the patriarchs’ posture: they died in faith, ‘not having received the things 
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar,‘ acknowledging that they were 
‘strangers and exiles on the earth,‘ seeking a better, heavenly homeland (Hebrews 11:13–16). 
Abraham buried his wife as a pilgrim who believed God’s promises reached beyond the grave.

Help students see how faith faces death. Abraham genuinely mourns; faith does not forbid grief. 
But he grieves as one who trusts God’s promise, even purchasing a foothold in the land of hope. 
For the believer, the grave is not the end of the story but a resting place in the soil of God’s 
faithfulness.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Faith that faces death still trusting God’s promise (Genesis 23).
 The patriarchs as pilgrims seeking a heavenly homeland (Hebrews 11:13–16).
 Genuine grief held together with hope.
 The grave as a resting place in the soil of God’s faithfulness.

Discussion Prompts

 Why did Abraham insist on buying the burial cave outright?
 How does Hebrews describe the patriarchs’ faith in the face of death?
 How can grief and hope coexist in the believer?

Question 2

Student Question:

How do you face the reality of death, your own mortality and the loss of those you love? How 
does the believer’s hope change the way we grieve (1 Thessalonians 4:13)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question brings the reality of death and grief into the student’s own experience. Death is 
the one appointment none of us escapes, and the loss of loved ones is among the deepest pains 
of life. Abraham’s example, mourning honestly yet acting in faith, gives us a model.

Help students see that Christian hope does not erase grief but transforms it. Paul does not tell 
believers not to grieve, but not to grieve ‘as others do who have no hope’ (1 Thessalonians 



4:13). We weep, but with the sure hope of resurrection and reunion in Christ. Our tears are real, 
and so is our hope.

Address the avoidance of mortality. Our culture hides death, but Scripture teaches us to number 
our days (Psalm 90:12) and to live in light of eternity. Facing our own mortality honestly, in the 
light of Christ’s victory over death, frees us to live wisely and to die in peace.

Invite reflection: how does the student face death, their own and others’, and how might the 
believer’s hope reshape both their grieving and their living? For the Christian, death has been 
disarmed by the risen Christ (1 Corinthians 15:54–57).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Facing death and grief honestly as believers.
 Grieving with hope, not as those without hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13).
 Numbering our days and living in light of eternity (Psalm 90:12).
 Death disarmed by the risen Christ (1 Corinthians 15:54–57).

Discussion Prompts

 How do you tend to face the reality of death and loss?
 How does the hope of resurrection change the way we grieve?
 How might facing your mortality in Christ free you to live well?

Question 3

Student Question:

Abraham’s servant prayed a specific, humble prayer for guidance, and God answered it through 
Rebekah’s arrival and kindness (24:12–21). What does this account teach us about how God 
guides His people and about bringing our decisions to Him in prayer?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Abraham’s servant gives us a beautiful model of seeking God’s guidance. Facing a weighty 
responsibility, he prays a specific, humble prayer at the well, asking God to make the right 
woman evident by her character: the one who offers to water his camels as well as himself 
(24:12–14). He brings his decision to God before acting on it.

Notice the qualities of his prayer. It is specific (he names what he is asking), it is humble (he 
appeals to God’s steadfast love to Abraham, not his own merit), and it is tied to godly character 
(kindness and generosity, not mere appearance). He is not seeking a magic sign so much as 
asking God to guide him to a woman of the right heart.



God answers, and remarkably, ‘before he had finished speaking,‘ Rebekah appears and does 
exactly what he prayed (24:15). This shows God’s readiness to guide those who seek Him, and 
His providential ordering of events. The servant’s prayer and God’s providence work together.

Draw out the lesson for the class. God invites us to bring our decisions to Him in prayer, to seek 
His guidance, and to trust His providential leading. This is not passive; the servant prayed and 
watched and acted. Prayerful dependence and responsible diligence belong together.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Bringing our decisions to God in specific, humble prayer.
 Seeking guidance tied to godly character, not mere appearance.
 God’s readiness to guide those who seek Him.
 Prayerful dependence joined with responsible action.

Discussion Prompts

 What qualities marked the servant’s prayer for guidance?
 How did God answer, and what does that reveal about His guidance?
 How do prayer and responsible action work together in seeking guidance?

Question 4

Student Question:

How do you seek God’s guidance when facing important decisions? Where do you need to trust 
God’s providence right now rather than leaning only on your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5–
6)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question applies the matter of guidance to the student’s own decisions. We all face choices, 
about work, relationships, moves, ministry, where we long to know God’s will. The servant’s 
example teaches us to seek God in prayer and to trust His providence.

Help students avoid two errors. One demands dramatic signs and refuses to act without 
certainty; the other never consults God at all, leaning entirely on its own understanding. The 
biblical pattern is prayerful trust combined with wise, responsible action, confident that God 
directs the steps of those who commit their way to Him (Proverbs 3:5–6; 16:9).

Encourage trust in God’s providence over the outcome. We are responsible to seek God, gather 
wisdom, and act faithfully; God is responsible to guide and to work all things for good. We do 
not have to manufacture certainty; we walk in trust, and God leads.



Invite a concrete application: a decision the student is facing, and a commitment to bring it 
genuinely to God in prayer, seek wise counsel, and then act in trust, rather than either freezing 
or relying on self alone.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Seeking God’s guidance in our decisions through prayer.
 Avoiding both demand for signs and reliance on self alone.
 Committing our way to God, who directs our steps (Proverbs 3:5–6; 16:9).
 Trusting God’s providence over outcomes while acting responsibly.

Discussion Prompts

 How do you usually seek God’s guidance in decisions?
 Where are you leaning on your own understanding rather than trusting God?
 What decision could you bring more fully to God in prayer?

Question 5

Student Question:

Abraham insisted that Isaac not marry a daughter of Canaan but one who shared the family’s 
faith in the true God (24:3–4). What does this teach us about the importance of spiritual 
compatibility in marriage and our closest relationships (compare 2 Corinthians 6:14; 1 
Corinthians 7:39)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Abraham’s chief concern in finding a wife for Isaac was that she not be a daughter of Canaan but 
one of his own kindred, who shared faith in the true God (24:3–4). The issue was not mere 
ethnicity but covenant faith; he did not want the line of promise married into the idolatry of 
Canaan.

Draw out the abiding principle: spiritual compatibility matters profoundly in marriage. The most 
important thing two people can share is a common faith and a common Lord. A marriage 
divided at the level of ultimate allegiance carries a deep strain, and the influence of an 
unbelieving spouse can pull a believer away from God, as Israel’s later history tragically showed.

Connect to the New Testament, which makes the principle explicit. A widow is free to remarry, 
‘only in the Lord’ (1 Corinthians 7:39). Believers are told, ‘Do not be unequally yoked with 
unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 6:14). The wisdom of Abraham’s concern is confirmed and applied to 
all of God’s people.

Teach this without legalism or harshness. The point is not to shame those in difficult marriages 
or to add rules, but to urge wisdom, especially on the young and the unmarried: that shared 



faith is not a minor preference but a foundation. And for those already married to unbelievers, 
Scripture offers hope and a call to faithful witness (1 Corinthians 7:12–16; 1 Peter 3:1–2).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Spiritual compatibility, shared faith, as foundational in marriage.
 Abraham’s concern as covenant faith, not mere ethnicity.
 The New Testament principle: marry ‘in the Lord,‘ not unequally yoked (1 Corinthians 7:39; 

2 Corinthians 6:14).
 Hope and faithful witness for those already married to unbelievers (1 Peter 3:1–2).

Discussion Prompts

 Why did Abraham insist on a wife who shared the family’s faith?
 How does the New Testament confirm this principle?
 How can we teach this with wisdom and compassion rather than legalism?

Question 6

Student Question:

How seriously do you weigh shared faith in your closest relationships and, for those considering 
it, in marriage? Where might you be tempted to let attraction or convenience override spiritual 
wisdom?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question presses the matter of spiritual wisdom in relationships into the student’s life. For 
the unmarried, it raises the crucial issue of choosing a spouse who shares their faith. For all, it 
raises the broader question of how shared faith shapes our closest friendships and influences.

Help students see the pull of attraction and convenience. It is easy, especially in matters of 
romance, to let physical attraction, loneliness, or convenience override spiritual wisdom, telling 
ourselves the faith difference will not matter or that we will change the other person. Scripture 
and experience counsel otherwise.

Encourage the long view. Marriage is for life and shapes everything: how we raise children, how 
we worship, how we face suffering, where we are heading eternally. To share these with 
someone who does not share our Lord is to build a home on a divided foundation. Shared faith 
is worth waiting and praying for.

Invite honest reflection: where the student may be tempted to let attraction or convenience 
override spiritual wisdom, and a renewed commitment to value shared faith in their closest 
relationships and, if applicable, in choosing a spouse.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 Valuing shared faith in our closest relationships and in marriage.
 The temptation to let attraction or convenience override wisdom.
 The long-term, life-shaping importance of a common Lord in marriage.
 Waiting and praying for spiritual compatibility rather than settling.

Discussion Prompts

 How seriously do you weigh shared faith in your relationships?
 Where might attraction or convenience tempt you to override wisdom?
 What would it look like to value spiritual compatibility more highly?

Question 7

Student Question:

When God answered his prayer, the servant “bowed his head and worshiped the Lord” (24:26, 
52), and Rebekah, when asked, was ready to go. What do their responses teach us about 
worship as the natural response to God’s leading, and about readiness to follow Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Two responses in this chapter model the life of faith. First, the servant, when God answers his 
prayer, immediately ‘bowed his head and worshiped the Lord’ (24:26), and again when the 
family agrees (24:52). His instinct, when he sees God’s hand, is worship. He gives God the glory 
rather than congratulating himself on a successful errand.

Second, Rebekah, when asked, ‘Will you go with this man?‘ answers, ‘I will go’ (24:58). She is 
willing to leave her home, her family, and everything familiar to follow where God is leading, to 
a husband she has never met. Her readiness is a beautiful picture of faith that responds to God’s 
call without demanding to see the whole path.

Draw out both lessons. Worship is the natural response of a heart that recognizes God’s leading; 
when we see His providence, we should bow, not boast. And readiness to follow is the mark of 
genuine faith; like Rebekah, we are called to say ‘I will go’ when God leads, even into the 
unknown.

Help students connect the two. Worship and obedience belong together. The servant worshiped 
the God who led; Rebekah obeyed the leading. A heart that truly recognizes God’s hand will 
both praise Him and follow Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Worship as the natural response to seeing God’s hand (24:26, 52).
 Giving God the glory rather than congratulating ourselves.
 Rebekah’s ‘I will go’ as a model of ready faith.
 Worship and obedient following belonging together.



Discussion Prompts

 What was the servant’s instinct when God answered his prayer?
 What does Rebekah’s ‘I will go’ reveal about her faith?
 How do worship and obedience belong together?

Question 8

Student Question:

Are you willing to go where God leads, even if it means leaving the familiar behind, as Rebekah 
left her home and family? What holds you back from a wholehearted “I will go”?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question makes Rebekah’s ‘I will go’ personal. God often calls us to leave something familiar 
in order to follow Him: a comfort, a place, a plan, a security. Rebekah’s willingness to go to an 
unseen future with an unmet husband is a striking picture of faith that follows.

Help students identify where God may be calling them to go. It may be a literal move or change, 
but more often it is a step of obedience: a ministry, a reconciliation, a costly act of faithfulness, a 
surrender of control over the future. The call is to say ‘I will go’ rather than ‘I will stay where it is 
safe.‘

Name what holds us back. Usually it is fear of the unknown, attachment to comfort, or doubt 
that what lies ahead with God is worth what we must leave. Rebekah went because she trusted, 
in some measure, the God who was leading and the report of His faithfulness to this family.

Invite a concrete response: where God seems to be saying ‘go,‘ and what a wholehearted ‘I will 
go’ would look like, trusting God with the unseen path. Note that Rebekah’s step of faith placed 
her in the very line that would lead to Christ; our ‘yes’ to God likewise has significance beyond 
what we can see.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Readiness to follow God into the unknown, leaving the familiar.
 Identifying where God is calling us to ‘go.‘
 What holds us back: fear, comfort, doubt about God’s goodness ahead.
 The significance of our obedience within God’s larger purposes.

Discussion Prompts

 Where is God asking you to say ‘I will go’?
 What holds you back from a wholehearted yes?
 How does trusting God’s leading help you step into the unknown?



Question 9

Student Question:

Throughout this account God’s hand is never loud, yet it is everywhere, guiding the servant, 
prospering the journey, bringing Rebekah to the well at just the right moment, and advancing 
the line of promise toward Christ. What does this quiet providence teach us about how God 
works, and how is it different from mere chance or luck (Romans 8:28)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the doctrinal high point: the quiet providence of God. Chapter twenty-four never records 
a miracle, yet God’s hand is everywhere, in the servant’s prayer answered before he finished, in 
Rebekah arriving at just the right moment, in her character and kindness, in the family’s 
agreement, in the whole errand ‘prospering.‘ The servant says it plainly: ‘The Lord has led me’ 
(24:27).

Define providence for the class. Providence is God’s continual, sovereign care over His creation, 
by which He governs all events and works them according to His purposes. Unlike the dramatic 
miracle, providence usually works quietly, through ordinary people, ordinary choices, and 
ordinary circumstances, all guided by an unseen hand. The same God who parts seas also 
arranges meetings at wells.

Distinguish providence sharply from luck or chance. To the unbelieving eye, Rebekah’s arrival 
looks like a happy coincidence. To faith, it is the hand of God. The Christian does not believe in 
luck; we believe in a sovereign, faithful God who ‘works all things together for good for those 
who love him’ (Romans 8:28) and who orders the steps of His people (Psalm 37:23; Proverbs 
16:9). What looks like coincidence is often providence in disguise.

Show how this providence serves God’s grand plan. This is not merely a private love story; it is 
the securing of the next link in the line of promise. Isaac must have a wife for the promised seed 
to continue, the line that leads to David and finally to Christ. God’s providence in a single 
marriage is part of His vast, patient work of redemption. Indeed, many have seen in this chapter 
a faint picture of the Father seeking a bride for His Son, gathering a people, the church, to 
belong to Christ.

Bring it home to trust. Because God works providentially, we can act in faith and rest in His care. 
We do our part, pray, decide wisely, work diligently, and trust God to weave our ordinary lives 
into His good purposes. We may not see His hand in the moment, but like the servant, we will 
often look back and worship, recognizing that the Lord led us all along.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Providence: God’s continual, sovereign care governing all events for His purposes.
 Providence usually working quietly through ordinary people and circumstances.



 The sharp difference between providence and mere luck or chance (Romans 8:28; Proverbs 
16:9).

 God’s providence advancing His grand plan of redemption toward Christ.
 The chapter as a faint picture of the Father seeking a bride (the church) for His Son.
 Acting in faith and resting in God’s providential care.

Discussion Prompts

 How would you define providence, and where do you see it in this chapter?
 How is providence different from luck or coincidence?
 How does trusting God’s providence free you to act in faith and rest in His care?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back over the whole passage. Name one specific way God is calling you to trust His 
providence, to face loss with hope, to choose relationships wisely, and to say “I will go” when He 
leads.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Use this capstone to gather the passage into one resolve. We have seen faith that faces death 
with hope, faith that seeks God’s guidance, faith that values a shared Lord in marriage, and faith 
that worships and follows. Binding it all together is trust in the providence of God who leads His 
people.

Press for the specific. For one student the lesson is facing a loss with the believer’s hope; for 
another, bringing a decision to God in prayer; for another, valuing shared faith in a relationship; 
for another, a willingness to finally say ‘I will go.‘

Close with the God who leads and the Son who is coming for His bride. The quiet hand that 
guided a servant to a well and brought Isaac his bride is the same hand that guides us and is 
gathering a people for Christ. To be formed by this passage is to trust that providence, to face 
the future, even death, with hope, to choose wisely, and to follow wherever God leads, knowing 
that the Lord goes before us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Trusting God’s providence in life and decisions.
 Facing loss with the believer’s hope.
 Valuing shared faith and following God’s leading.
 The Father gathering a people, the bride, for His Son.

Discussion Prompts



 Which call of this passage is God pressing on you: hope, guidance, wise relationships, or a 
willing ‘yes’?

 Where do you most need to trust God’s providence right now?
 How does knowing God goes before you help you face the future?


