The Book of Genesis

Lesson 8: The Nations and the Tower of Babel -- Genesis 10:1-11:9

After the flood, the world fills up again. Chapter ten reads like a great family tree spreading
across a map: the sons of Japheth, of Ham, of Shem, fanning out into the nations and languages
and coastlands of the earth. It is easy to skim, but do not miss the quiet wonder of it. Every
people group on the planet, every culture and color and tongue, traces back to one family
stepping off one ark. There is one human race, and God is the Father of all its nations.

Then chapter eleven zooms in on a single scene, and it tells us how all that scattering really
happened. The people are still one, with one language and one set of words, and they settle on
a plain and make a decision: “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the
heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole
earth.” Read those words slowly, because they are the anthem of the human heart in rebellion.
Let us reach heaven on our own terms. Let us make a name for ourselves. Let us not be
scattered, let us not need God, let us be our own gods.

And here comes one of the great touches of holy irony in all of Scripture. They are building a
tower with its top “in the heavens,” a monument to human greatness reaching up to the sky.
And the Lord, the text says, “came down to see the city and the tower.” Came down. Their
skyscraper to heaven was so tiny from God’s vantage point that He had to stoop to find it. All
our proud towers look like that from above. And God, seeing that a unified humanity bent on
rebellion would only race faster toward ruin, confuses their language and scatters them across
the earth. The city is abandoned. They named it Babel, which sounds like the word for
confusion.

But here is the thing about Babel: it is not the end of the story. Centuries later, in another city,
the Spirit of God fell on a gathering of believers, and suddenly people from every nation under
heaven heard the mighty works of God each in his own language. What pride scattered at Babel,
grace began to gather at Pentecost. The city humanity builds to make a name for itself always
ends in confusion and ruin. The city God builds, His church, His kingdom, gathers every tribe and
tongue around one name, the name of Jesus. Read this passage and ask the deepest question it
raises: whose name am | living to make great?

Group Discussion: The builders of Babel said, “Let us make a name for ourselves” (11:4). What
does that phrase reveal about the human heart, and where do you see that same drive, to make
a name for ourselves and to live independently of God, in our world and in our own lives today?

Personal Reflection: The people at Babel wanted to reach heaven on their own terms and to
secure their future without God. Where in your life are you tempted to build your own “tower,”
to find security, significance, or greatness through your own achievements rather than through
trusting and obeying God?



Read Genesis 10:1-11:9

Study Questions

1.

10.

The builders’ stated goal was to “make a name for ourselves” and to avoid being scattered
(11:4). What does this reveal about human pride, the craving for significance, and the desire
to live independently of God?

Where are you most tempted to “make a name for yourself,” to seek recognition, status, or
significance on your own terms? How does that pursuit compete with living for the glory of
God's name?

The people built a tower “with its top in the heavens,” yet the Lord “came down to see” it
(11:5). What does this touch of irony teach us about human pride and self-importance in
light of the greatness of God?

Pride often hides in respectable forms. Where does pride or self-exaltation show up in your
own heart, and what would genuine humility before God look like in that area?

God responded to Babel by confusing the people’s language and scattering them across the
earth (11:7-9). How is this both an act of judgment and, in a sense, an act of mercy, and
what does it reveal about God’s sovereign rule over the nations (compare Acts 17:26-27)?
God sometimes scatters our plans and redirects our lives in ways we did not choose. How do
you respond when God disrupts what you were building? How might trusting His sovereign
purpose change that response?

Chapter ten shows all the nations descending from one family, one human race under God
(compare Acts 17:26). Why is it significant that all peoples share a common origin and a
common Maker, and how does this set the stage for God’s plan to bless all nations?

God'’s heart has always been for all the peoples of the earth, not just one nation. How does
that shape the way you view people of other nations, cultures, and backgrounds, and what
is your part in God’s desire to reach all peoples with the gospel?

At Babel human pride scattered the nations in confusion, but at Pentecost the gospel began
to gather people of every language into one body (Acts 2:1-11; Revelation 7:9-10). How
does God, in Christ and His church, reverse Babel, and what does this teach us about where
true unity and a lasting “name” are found?

Look back over the whole passage. Name one specific way God is calling you to stop building
for your own name and to give yourself instead to His name, His kingdom, and His gathering
of the nations.

Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: Acts 2:1-11, Pentecost and the reversal of Babel; Acts 17:26-27, God
determining the times and boundaries of the nations so that they would seek Him; Philippians
2:3-11, the humility of Christ whom God exalted with the name above every name; Proverbs



16:18, pride going before destruction; Revelation 7:9-10, a great multitude from every nation
before the throne.



