
The Book of Genesis, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 8: The Nations and the Tower of Babel

Genesis 10:1–11:9

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This passage covers the spread of the nations and the rebellion at Babel, and it carries important 
doctrine. It shows the unity of the human race under one Creator (the Table of Nations), the 
nature of human pride as the craving to make a name for ourselves and to live independently of 
God, the greatness of God before whom our proudest achievements are small, and God’s 
sovereign rule over the nations, even using judgment to restrain evil and to direct history. It also 
sets the stage for God’s plan, beginning in the very next chapter with Abram, to bless all the 
nations of the earth.

Keep two larger biblical horizons in view. First, Babel is reversed at Pentecost: what human pride 
scattered, the gospel gathers, as people of every language are united in the one body of Christ 
(Acts 2; Revelation 7:9–10). This points to where true unity and a lasting name are found, not in 
human empire but in Christ and His church. Second, the contrast between the city humanity 
builds for its own glory and the city, or kingdom, God establishes runs through the whole of 
Scripture; the kingdom of God arrives with Christ and is built by Him, not by human hands or 
political power.

Formationally, this passage searches the heart’s deepest ambition: whose name am I living to 
make great? Aim to expose the subtle, respectable forms of pride, to cultivate humility before 
the greatness of God, to foster trust in His sovereignty even when He scatters our plans, and to 
enlarge students’ hearts for all the nations God loves. Lead them, finally, to lay down their 
towers and give themselves to the name of Jesus and the gathering of His church.

Question 1

Student Question:

The builders’ stated goal was to “make a name for ourselves” and to avoid being scattered 
(11:4). What does this reveal about human pride, the craving for significance, and the desire to 
live independently of God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The heart of Babel is laid bare in the builders’ own words: “Let us make a name for ourselves.” 
This is the essence of human pride, the determination to secure our own significance, to be self-
made and self-glorifying, to need no one, not even God. It is the same lie the serpent told in the 
garden, now organized into a civilization.



Notice the second motive: “lest we be dispersed.” They sought security on their own terms, a 
guaranteed future under their own control. Pride and self-reliance go together; both refuse to 
live in dependence on God. They would build their own way up to heaven rather than receive 
heaven as a gift.

This is not merely an ancient story; it is a diagnosis of the human heart in every age. The drive to 
make a name, to be impressive, to control our own destiny, runs deep in all of us. It dresses 
itself in respectable clothes, but at root it is the refusal to let God be God and to find our identity 
and security in Him.

Set this against the gospel’s reversal. Where the builders said, ‘Let us make a name for 
ourselves,‘ God would later take a humble carpenter who made Himself nothing, and exalt Him, 
giving Him ‘the name that is above every name’ (Philippians 2:9). The way up, in God’s kingdom, 
is down.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Human pride as the craving to make a name for ourselves and to live independently of God.
 The link between pride and self-reliant control of our own future.
 Babel as a diagnosis of the universal human heart, not just an ancient event.
 The gospel reversal: God exalts the humble Christ with the name above every name 

(Philippians 2:9).

Discussion Prompts

 What does ‘let us make a name for ourselves’ reveal about the human heart?
 How do pride and self-reliance show up together?
 How does Christ’s path of humility reverse the spirit of Babel?

Question 2

Student Question:

Where are you most tempted to “make a name for yourself,” to seek recognition, status, or 
significance on your own terms? How does that pursuit compete with living for the glory of God’s 
name?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns the builders’ ambition into a personal mirror. The drive to make a name for 
ourselves is not confined to ancient empires; it operates in careers, reputations, social media, 
even in church and family life. We want to be seen, admired, significant.

Help students discern the difference between healthy, God-honoring work and name-making 
pride. It is not wrong to do excellent work or to use our gifts; the question is whose name we are 



ultimately serving. Pride makes self the point; faith makes God the point and is content for Him 
to receive the glory.

Name the competition honestly. Living for God’s name and living for our own are rival projects. 
Jesus said we cannot serve two masters. Much of our anxiety and exhaustion comes from the 
burden of building and defending our own reputation, a burden God never asked us to carry.

Invite a concrete reckoning: where is the student building for their own name, and what would 
it look like to do that same work for God’s glory instead, content to be small if He is made great?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The modern pursuit of recognition, status, and significance.
 Distinguishing God-honoring excellence from name-making pride.
 The rivalry between living for God’s name and our own.
 The burden of building and defending our own reputation.

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you most tempted to make a name for yourself?
 How can you tell the difference between good work and prideful self-promotion?
 What would it look like to do your work for God’s name rather than your own?

Question 3

Student Question:

The people built a tower “with its top in the heavens,” yet the Lord “came down to see” it (11:5). 
What does this touch of irony teach us about human pride and self-importance in light of the 
greatness of God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Genesis 11:5 contains one of Scripture’s great ironies. The people built a tower ‘with its top in 
the heavens,‘ a monument to human greatness reaching for the sky. And ‘the Lord came down 
to see the city and the tower.‘ Their heaven-scraping achievement was so small from God’s 
vantage point that the text pictures Him stooping to find it.

Draw out the lesson about scale. Our most impressive achievements, our towers and empires 
and accomplishments, are tiny before the greatness of God. This is not meant to crush us but to 
right-size us. We are creatures, and a proper sense of God’s greatness deflates our self-
importance.

This is a healthy corrective to pride. Pride inflates our sense of our own significance until we 
imagine we are nearly gods. The vision of God ‘coming down’ to inspect humanity’s grandest 
project punctures that illusion gently but completely.



Help students hold the right posture: not self-loathing, but humility. To see ourselves rightly in 
light of God’s greatness is to be freed from both the exhaustion of self-importance and the 
despair of self-contempt. We are small, but we are loved by a great God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The smallness of human achievement before the greatness of God.
 God ‘coming down’ as holy irony exposing human pride.
 Right-sizing ourselves as creatures before the Creator.
 Humility as freedom from both self-importance and self-contempt.

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean that God ‘came down’ to see the tower?
 How does a true vision of God’s greatness affect our pride?
 How is humility different from self-contempt?

Question 4

Student Question:

Pride often hides in respectable forms. Where does pride or self-exaltation show up in your own 
heart, and what would genuine humility before God look like in that area?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question presses students to find pride in its respectable disguises. Few of us recognize 
ourselves in the brazen builders of Babel, because our pride usually wears nicer clothes: a quiet 
sense of superiority, defensiveness about criticism, the need to be right, resentment when 
overlooked, self-sufficiency that rarely asks for help or prayer.

Help students see that pride is the root sin, the one that turned an angel into a devil and 
tempted humanity in the garden. It is also the hardest to see in ourselves, because pride blinds. 
Asking God to reveal it is itself an act of humility.

Point toward what genuine humility looks like. It is not thinking less of ourselves but thinking of 
ourselves less, gladly making God and others the point. It shows in teachability, in confession, in 
serving without needing credit, in receiving correction without bristling.

Invite a specific step. Perhaps it is admitting a fault, asking for help, serving in a way no one will 
see, or simply praising God for a blessing instead of taking credit. Humility grows by practice, not 
just by resolve.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Pride’s respectable disguises: superiority, defensiveness, self-sufficiency.



 Pride as the root sin, and the hardest to see in ourselves.
 True humility as gladly making God and others the point.
 Humility grown through concrete practice, not mere resolve.

Discussion Prompts

 What respectable forms does pride take in your heart?
 Why is pride so difficult to see in ourselves?
 What is one concrete practice of humility you could take up this week?

Question 5

Student Question:

God responded to Babel by confusing the people’s language and scattering them across the 
earth (11:7–9). How is this both an act of judgment and, in a sense, an act of mercy, and what 
does it reveal about God’s sovereign rule over the nations (compare Acts 17:26–27)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God’s response to Babel is judgment: He confuses their language and scatters them. But it is 
judgment with a merciful edge. A unified humanity bent on rebellion would only accelerate 
toward greater evil; the same unity that built Babel could build far worse. By scattering them, 
God restrains the concentrated power of human sin.

This reveals God’s sovereign rule over the nations. He is not a bystander to human history; He 
governs it. Paul tells the Athenians that God ‘made from one man every nation’ and ‘determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place’ (Acts 17:26). The very scattering of 
Babel was God arranging the nations.

And note the purpose Paul gives: God arranged the nations ‘that they should seek God, and 
perhaps feel their way toward him and find him’ (Acts 17:27). Even God’s scattering judgment 
served a redemptive aim, to keep humanity from a unified self-destruction and to leave room 
for people to seek Him.

Help students see God’s hand in history. Empires rise and fall, plans are disrupted, peoples are 
moved, and through it all God is sovereignly working toward His purposes. This is both humbling 
and reassuring: no human rebellion finally thwarts God, and no scattering is outside His rule.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Babel’s judgment as also a restraint of concentrated human evil (mercy in judgment).
 God’s sovereign rule over the nations and history (Acts 17:26).
 God’s redemptive purpose even in scattering, that people would seek Him (Acts 17:27).
 Human rebellion never finally thwarting God’s purposes.



Discussion Prompts

 How is the scattering at Babel both judgment and mercy?
 What does it mean that God sets the boundaries of the nations?
 How does God’s sovereignty over history humble and reassure you?

Question 6

Student Question:

God sometimes scatters our plans and redirects our lives in ways we did not choose. How do you 
respond when God disrupts what you were building? How might trusting His sovereign purpose 
change that response?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question applies God’s sovereignty to the disruptions of our own lives. We, like the builders, 
make plans and build toward a future we want to control. And sometimes God scatters those 
plans: a door closes, a move is forced, a dream collapses, life takes a turn we did not choose.

Help students recognize their default response. Disruption tempts us to anger, fear, or despair, 
as though our scattered plans meant the loss of all hope. But if God sovereignly directs the 
nations, He is no less at work in the redirections of our individual lives.

Offer the reframe that faith makes possible. What feels like the ruin of our tower may be God’s 
mercy, saving us from something or steering us toward something better. Joseph, whom we will 
meet later in Genesis, is the great example: what others meant for harm, God meant for good.

Invite trust in the specific. Where has God recently scattered a student’s plans? What would it 
look like to trust His sovereign purpose there, releasing control and asking what He may be 
doing, rather than clinging to the abandoned tower?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Trusting God’s sovereignty when He disrupts our plans.
 Recognizing our default responses of anger, fear, or despair.
 Reframing disruption as possible mercy and redirection.
 Releasing control and seeking God’s purpose in the change.

Discussion Prompts

 How do you usually respond when God disrupts what you were building?
 How might a scattered plan actually be God’s mercy?
 Where do you need to trust God’s purpose in a recent disruption?

Question 7



Student Question:

Chapter ten shows all the nations descending from one family, one human race under God 
(compare Acts 17:26). Why is it significant that all peoples share a common origin and a 
common Maker, and how does this set the stage for God’s plan to bless all nations?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter ten, the Table of Nations, makes a quiet but profound point: all the nations of the earth 
descend from one family, the sons of Noah. There is one human race, with one origin and one 
Maker. The diversity of peoples is real and good, but beneath it lies a deeper unity.

This truth has enormous implications. It means no nation or ethnicity is inherently superior; all 
share a common ancestor and a common dignity as image-bearers of God. Paul drives the point 
home: God ‘made from one man every nation of mankind’ (Acts 17:26). Racism and ethnic pride 
are not just social problems; they contradict the doctrine of creation.

It also reveals the breadth of God’s concern. God is not the tribal deity of one people; He is the 
Maker and Lord of all nations. From the very start, His purposes embrace the whole human 
family. This sets the stage for the next chapter, where God calls Abram with the promise that in 
him ‘all the families of the earth shall be blessed’ (Genesis 12:3).

Help students see the storyline. The nations are scattered at Babel in judgment, and then 
immediately God begins His plan to bless all those scattered nations through one man, leading 
ultimately to Christ, in whom people of every nation are gathered again. The Table of Nations is 
not a detour; it names the very peoples God intends to redeem.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The unity of the human race under one Creator (Genesis 10; Acts 17:26).
 The common dignity of all peoples, refuting ethnic pride and racism.
 God as Maker and Lord of all nations, not one tribe’s deity.
 The Table of Nations setting the stage for God’s plan to bless all families through Abram 

(Genesis 12:3).

Discussion Prompts

 Why does it matter that all nations share one origin and Maker?
 How does this truth confront ethnic pride and racism?
 How does the scattering of the nations set up God’s plan to bless them?

Question 8

Student Question:



God’s heart has always been for all the peoples of the earth, not just one nation. How does that 
shape the way you view people of other nations, cultures, and backgrounds, and what is your 
part in God’s desire to reach all peoples with the gospel?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question enlarges the student’s heart for the nations God loves. Because all peoples share 
one Maker and because God’s purpose has always embraced the whole earth, His people are 
called to value and to reach people of every background.

Help students examine their attitudes. Do we view people of other cultures, languages, and 
nations as God does, as image-bearers He longs to redeem, or with suspicion, indifference, or 
superiority? The gospel leaves no room for ethnic disdain; it sends us toward the nations.

Connect this to the church’s mission. The Great Commission is to make disciples of all nations 
(Matthew 28:19), and the final vision of Scripture is a multitude from every tribe and tongue 
worshiping together (Revelation 7:9). God’s heart for the nations is meant to become ours.

Invite a concrete step. This may be praying for an unreached people, supporting mission work, 
befriending someone of another background, or simply repenting of prejudice. God’s global 
heart should shape our local lives.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Viewing all peoples as God does, image-bearers He longs to redeem.
 Repenting of suspicion, indifference, or ethnic superiority.
 The church’s mission to all nations (Matthew 28:19).
 The final vision of every tribe and tongue worshiping together (Revelation 7:9).

Discussion Prompts

 How do you view people of other nations and cultures?
 What is your part in God’s desire to reach all peoples?
 What is one concrete way to live out God’s heart for the nations?

Question 9

Student Question:

At Babel human pride scattered the nations in confusion, but at Pentecost the gospel began to 
gather people of every language into one body (Acts 2:1–11; Revelation 7:9–10). How does God, 
in Christ and His church, reverse Babel, and what does this teach us about where true unity and a 
lasting “name” are found?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This is the doctrinal high point, and it lifts the whole passage to its New Testament fulfillment. 
Babel was the scattering of the nations in confusion because of human pride. Pentecost is the 
beginning of their regathering in understanding because of God’s grace. When the Spirit fell, 
people ‘from every nation under heaven’ each heard the mighty works of God in their own 
language (Acts 2:5–11). What pride divided, the gospel begins to unite.

Make the contrast vivid. At Babel, humanity tried to ascend to heaven by its own effort and was 
scattered. At Pentecost, God descended by His Spirit, and people were gathered. At Babel, they 
sought to make a name for themselves; at Pentecost, they proclaimed the name of Jesus. The 
two cities, the one humanity builds and the one God builds, run in opposite directions.

Show where this lands. The true and lasting unity of humanity is not found in human empire, 
politics, or achievement, all of which end in Babel-like confusion, but in Christ and His church. 
The church is the new community where the dividing walls are torn down (Ephesians 2:14–16) 
and people of every background are made one body. The final picture is Revelation 7:9, a 
countless multitude from every nation, tribe, and tongue, united before the throne.

Connect this to the kingdom of God, taking care to teach it accurately. The hope of Scripture is 
not a human-built city or a political restoration of any earthly nation, but the kingdom God 
Himself establishes. That kingdom came with the ministry of Jesus and was established when His 
church began (Mark 1:14–15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13); Christ reigns now at the Father’s right 
hand, gathering the nations into His one body. The city humanity builds to make its own name 
always falls; the city God builds, His church and finally the new Jerusalem, stands forever.

Bring it home to the heart. The deepest question of the passage is whose name we are living to 
make great. At Babel, the answer was ‘ours,‘ and it ended in ruin. In Christ, we lay down our 
towers and our name-making and find our true name written in heaven (Luke 10:20), gathered 
with the redeemed of every nation around the only name that saves.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Pentecost as the reversal of Babel: the gospel gathering what pride scattered (Acts 2).
 The contrast of the two cities: humanity ascending for its own name versus God descending 

in grace.
 True, lasting unity found in Christ and His church, not in human empire (Ephesians 2:14–16).
 The kingdom of God established by Christ in His church, not a human-built city or earthly 

political restoration (Mark 1:14–15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13).
 The final gathering of every nation, tribe, and tongue before the throne (Revelation 7:9).
 Our true name found in Christ, not in self-exaltation (Luke 10:20).

Discussion Prompts

 How does Pentecost reverse what happened at Babel?
 Where is true and lasting unity for humanity actually found?



 How does the kingdom God builds differ from the city humanity builds?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back over the whole passage. Name one specific way God is calling you to stop building for 
your own name and to give yourself instead to His name, His kingdom, and His gathering of the 
nations.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Use this capstone to bring the passage’s searching question to a personal point: whose name am 
I living to make great? Babel exposes the towers we build for our own significance and security; 
the gospel calls us to lay them down and give ourselves to the name of Jesus.

Press for the specific. For one student the tower is a career or reputation; for another, control 
over the future; for another, a respectable pride that needs to be confessed; for another, an 
enlarged heart for the nations and a part in the church’s mission.

Close by lifting eyes to Christ and His gathering kingdom. We do not need to make a name for 
ourselves, because in Christ we are given a name and a place in the only city that will last. To be 
formed by this passage is to step down from our towers and take our place among the 
redeemed of every nation, living for the name that is above every name.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The searching question: whose name am I living to make great?
 Laying down our towers of self-significance and control.
 Giving ourselves to Christ’s name and His gathering of the nations.
 Finding our identity and security in the kingdom that lasts.

Discussion Prompts

 What ‘tower’ is God calling you to stop building for your own name?
 How does belonging to Christ free you from the need to make a name for yourself?
 What is one way you will give yourself to His name and kingdom this week?


