
The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 9: Opposition, Hardship, and Perseverance

Nehemiah 4:1–6:19

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

The aim of this lesson is to form in your students the particular shape of faith that finishes the 
work God assigns, the kind that holds two things together that we are forever tempted to pull 
apart. Nehemiah prayed and posted a guard. He trusted God for the outcome and labored and 
watched as if much depended on him, and he saw no contradiction in this because he 
understood that the God who builds the city is the same God who gave His people hands and 
weapons and watchmen. Help your class feel the wrongness of both ditches: the frantic self-
reliance that prays a quick prayer and then carries the whole weight alone, and the passive 
fatalism that hides inaction behind pious talk about letting go and letting God. Biblical faith is 
neither. It is wholehearted dependence and wholehearted diligence in the same motion (Psalm 
127:1; Philippians 2:12–13).

Spend real time on chapter 5, because it is easy to skip past in the rush to the finished wall. The 
most dangerous threat to the work was not Sanballat outside but the injustice inside, God's own 
people exploiting the poor among them. Let your students feel Nehemiah's holy anger and his 
costly personal example, and help them ask the uncomfortable, specific question of whether 
they themselves are treating the weakest people under their influence in a way they could 
defend before God. A community can survive an enemy at the gate far longer than it can survive 
rot at its own table. Justice and generosity toward the vulnerable are not optional add-ons to 
the work of God; they are part of the wall itself (James 5:1–6; Galatians 6:10).

Finally, keep Christ in clear view, especially in question nine. Nehemiah refused to come down, 
saw through false counsel, and finished the work, and the watching nations perceived that it 
was done by our God. That note is the doorway to the gospel. Christ set His face like flint, 
endured every temptation to come down from the cross, and declared, It is finished, finishing 
the greater work of redemption that Nehemiah's wall only faintly pictures. And now the risen 
Christ reigns at God's right hand over His church and enables His people, by His Spirit and 
through His word, to persevere and finish what He gives them to do. Aim to send your students 
out not merely admiring Nehemiah's grit but trusting and working in the strength that Christ 
supplies, confident that He who began a good work in them will complete it (John 19:30; 
Philippians 1:6; Hebrews 12:1–3).

Question 1

Student Question:



When Sanballat and Tobiah mocked the builders, Nehemiah's first recorded response was to 
pray, and his second was to set a guard (Nehemiah 4:4–9). What does this pairing teach us 
about the relationship between trusting God and taking responsible action, and why is leaning 
entirely to one side or the other a distortion of biblical faith (Psalm 127:1; Philippians 2:12–13)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Sanballat's mockery in Nehemiah 4:1–3 is a calculated weapon, not just a flare of temper. He 
gathers an audience, his brethren and the army of Samaria, and turns the builders into a 
comedy routine: feeble Jews, reviving dead stones out of burnt heaps. Tobiah supplies the 
kicker, that a fox could topple the wall. Ridicule is the cheapest assault in the arsenal and often 
the first one launched, because it costs the attacker nothing and aims straight at the worker's 
confidence. The goal is not to harm the wall but to demoralize the builders into quitting on their 
own.

Notice that Nehemiah does not answer the mockers directly. He does not trade insults with 
Sanballat or organize a clever rebuttal. He turns immediately to God in prayer (4:4–5), handing 
the contempt over to the One who is being despised, since to mock the rebuilding of God's city 
is finally to despise God. The imprecatory edge of his prayer belongs to the Old Testament 
setting and is best understood as the cry of a man entrusting judgment to God rather than 
taking vengeance himself, which is exactly what the New Testament also commends (Romans 
12:19).

Then comes the deceptively simple verse that holds the whole chapter together: We prayed to 
our God, and set a watch against them day and night (4:9). The and is everything. Nehemiah 
does not pray as a substitute for vigilance, nor does he set a watch as though prayer were 
merely a warm-up. He does both fully. This is the answer to the false dilemma that has plagued 
God's people in every age, the choice between trusting God and taking action, as if these were 
rivals rather than partners.

The builders kept building (4:6) so that the wall reached half its height, because the people had 
a mind to work. Mockery did not stop them; it found them already bent to the task and praying 
as they worked. That is the picture to set before the class: not anxious frenzy, not passive 
waiting, but prayerful, steady, undeterred labor under the eye of God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Trusting God and taking responsible action are partners, not rivals; faith that works is the 
biblical norm (Psalm 127:1; Philippians 2:12–13).

 Mockery and ridicule are a real spiritual weapon, often the enemy's opening move against 
good work; expect it and do not let it stop you.

 Nehemiah refused to trade insults, instead entrusting the contempt to God in prayer, a 
pattern fulfilled and deepened in the New Testament (Romans 12:19; 1 Peter 2:23).



 The imprecatory tone of 4:4–5 reflects the Old Testament setting and a man committing 
judgment to God rather than seizing personal revenge.

 Discouragement, not destruction, was the enemy's actual goal; guarding our hearts against 
demoralization is part of the work.

Discussion Prompts

 When something good you were doing was met with mockery, what was your first instinct, 
and how does Nehemiah's first instinct differ from yours?

 What does it look like, concretely, to both pray about a problem and take responsible action 
on it in the same week?

 Why is discouragement sometimes more dangerous to God's work than open attack, and 
how do we guard against it?

Question 2

Student Question:

Mockery was the enemy's opening weapon, and it is often the first thing that comes against us 
when we attempt something good for God. When has ridicule, or the fear of it, tempted you to 
put down the work God gave you? How did you respond, and how do you wish you had?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

As the wall rises, the threat escalates from words to plots. Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the 
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites conspire together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to 
hinder it (4:7–8). Opposition rarely stays the same size. When mockery fails to stop the work, it 
tends to harden into something more dangerous, and Nehemiah's people now face the threat of 
actual violence from a coalition surrounding them on every side.

Fear spreads inside the city. The Jews who lived near the enemy came and warned them ten 
times over, and the people grew weary; there is so much rubbish that we are not able to build 
the wall (4:10–12). Here is the honest weariness that sets in halfway through any long 
obedience. The novelty is gone, the muscles ache, the rubble seems endless, and the enemy is 
louder than ever. This is the precise moment when many good works are abandoned, not from 
defeat but from exhaustion.

Nehemiah's response is to organize and to remember. He stations the people by families with 
their swords, spears, and bows in the exposed places (4:13), and then he preaches a one-
sentence sermon that reframes everything: Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, who is 
great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your 
houses (4:14). Fear shrinks when the size of God and the worth of what we are protecting come 
back into focus.



The cure for paralyzing fear here is not denial but a double remembering: remember the Lord, 
and remember the people you are fighting for. Worry isolates us into ourselves; this command 
pulls our eyes upward to God and outward to those we love. That is the posture from which 
God's people stand their ground.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Opposition tends to escalate when its earlier forms fail; do not assume that surviving 
mockery means the danger is over.

 Weariness and a sense that the rubbish is endless are normal in long obedience and a 
common point of abandonment (Galatians 6:9).

 Fear is answered not by denial but by remembering the greatness of God and the worth of 
those we protect (4:14).

 Nehemiah combined spiritual exhortation with practical organization, posting families in the 
exposed places.

 Fighting for your brethren, sons, daughters, and wives frames the work as love-driven, not 
merely self-protective.

 Worry turns us inward; remembering God and others turns us upward and outward.

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you weary in a good work right now, and what rubbish makes it feel impossible 
to finish?

 Who are the brethren, sons, daughters, and wives God has given you to fight for, and how 
does naming them change your resolve?

 What is the difference between denying fear and answering fear by remembering who God 
is?

Question 3

Student Question:

Nehemiah armed the builders so that everyone worked with one hand and held a weapon with 
the other, and half the people stood guard while half labored (Nehemiah 4:16–18). What does 
this picture teach about spiritual vigilance and readiness in the Christian life, and how does it 
correct the idea that genuine faith means we never have to watch, prepare, or defend (1 Peter 
5:8; Ephesians 6:11–13)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The iconic image of the chapter appears in 4:16–18: from that day forth, half the servants 
worked while half held the spears, shields, bows, and armor; the builders carried their loads 
with one hand and held a weapon with the other; and every builder had his sword girded by his 
side as he built. This is not a portrait of a paranoid people who had stopped trusting God. It is a 
portrait of a people who trusted God so thoroughly that they took the threat seriously.



There is deep wisdom here for the spiritual life. The New Testament uses nearly identical 
imagery: Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil prowls about (1 Peter 5:8); put 
on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil 
(Ephesians 6:11). Faith does not make watchfulness unnecessary. The Christian builds and 
watches at once, trowel in one hand, sword at the side.

Nehemiah also planned for the practical realities of a long, stretched-out work. The builders 
were spread far apart on the wall, so he stationed a trumpeter beside himself: In what place ye 
hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us (4:19–20). 
Notice the seamless union once more: we will rally and fight, and our God shall fight for us. Both 
are true in the same sentence.

They labored from dawn until the stars came out, and none of them took off his clothes except 
for washing (4:21–23). This was costly, sustained vigilance. The lesson is not that the Christian 
life must be exhausting paranoia, but that real spiritual work involves real watchfulness, and 
that we deceive ourselves if we expect to build anything for God without an adversary noticing.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The trowel-and-sword image models faith that trusts God and stays vigilant at the same 
time, not one or the other (Nehemiah 4:17–18).

 The New Testament commands the same readiness: be sober and vigilant, put on the whole 
armor of God (1 Peter 5:8; Ephesians 6:11–13).

 Faith does not abolish the need for watchfulness; presuming on God by neglecting vigilance 
is not trust but presumption.

 Our God shall fight for us stands in the same breath as the call to rally and fight; divine help 
and human effort are not in competition.

 Genuine work for God draws the adversary's attention; expect opposition rather than being 
surprised by it (2 Timothy 3:12).

Discussion Prompts

 In your own walk, what does it look like to hold the trowel and the sword at the same time?
 Are you more tempted to neglect watchfulness in the name of trusting God, or to forget to 

trust God because you are so busy watching?
 What spiritual armor named in Ephesians 6 do you most need to take up in this season?

Question 4

Student Question:

Nehemiah told the people, Remember the Lord, who is great and terrible, and fight for your 
brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses (Nehemiah 4:14). What people 
has God given you to fight for, and what would it look like this week to stand watch over them in 
prayer and in action rather than in worry?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 5 turns the camera around. The great danger is now inside the walls. There was a great 
cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews (5:1). Famine and the king's 
tribute had pressed the poor to mortgage their fields, vineyards, and houses, to borrow grain, 
and even to sell their sons and daughters into bondage, while the wealthy among them charged 
interest and grew richer on their neighbors' desperation (5:2–5).

This is a sobering reminder that the most serious threats to the people of God often come not 
from the pagan outside but from the corruption inside. While everyone was watching Sanballat 
across the valley, the community was quietly tearing itself apart at the seams through greed. A 
city can hold off an enemy at the gate far longer than it can survive injustice at its own table.

When Nehemiah heard their cry and saw their plight, he was very angry (5:6). This is righteous 
anger, the kind God Himself shows toward those who exploit the weak. Scripture repeatedly 
singles out oppression of the poor, especially the poor among God's own people, as something 
that provokes the Lord (James 5:1–6; Amos 5:11–12; Proverbs 14:31). Note that Nehemiah's 
anger did not explode; he consulted with himself first (5:7), letting his anger be governed before 
he acted.

The exploitation was made worse by the fact that these were brethren. Nehemiah's rebuke 
turns on that very word: We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews; and will ye 
even sell your brethren? (5:8). Inside the family of God's people, the strong are not free to use 
the weak as raw material for profit. The bonds of brotherhood carry obligations of mercy.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The gravest danger to the work came from injustice within the community, not from the 
enemy outside (Nehemiah 5:1–5).

 Exploiting the poor, especially the poor among God's own people, provokes the Lord's anger 
(James 5:1–6; Proverbs 14:31).

 Nehemiah's anger was righteous and governed; he consulted with himself before acting 
(5:6–7), modeling anger that does not sin (Ephesians 4:26).

 Brotherhood in God's family carries real obligations of mercy; the strong may not treat the 
weak as fuel for profit (Galatians 6:10).

 A community can survive an external enemy far longer than it can survive internal injustice 
and greed.

Discussion Prompts

 Why do you think Nehemiah was angrier at his own people's greed than at Sanballat's 
sword?

 Where does internal corruption or self-interest threaten a church or family more than any 
outside opposition?



 What is the difference between Nehemiah's governed, righteous anger and the sinful anger 
most of us know too well?

Question 5

Student Question:

The crisis in chapter 5 came not from the enemy outside but from God's own people exploiting 
the poor among them through usury and debt-slavery, and Nehemiah was deeply angry 
(Nehemiah 5:1–13). Why is injustice within the community of God's people such a serious matter 
to God, and how does this passage shape the way the Lord's people are to treat the weak and 
the vulnerable among them (James 5:1–6; Luke 6:31; Galatians 6:10)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Nehemiah confronts the nobles and rulers directly: It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to 
walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? (5:9). He 
grounds the demand for justice in the fear of God and in their witness before a watching world. 
How God's people treat the vulnerable among them is not a private bookkeeping matter; it 
preaches, for good or ill, to everyone observing.

He calls for restitution, not merely regret: Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their 
lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, 
and of the corn, the wine, and the oil (5:10–11). Real repentance gives back what it wrongly 
took. And the nobles agree: We will restore them, and will require nothing of them; so will we 
do as thou sayest (5:12). Nehemiah seals it with an oath and a vivid acted parable, shaking out 
the lap of his garment as a sign of what God will do to anyone who breaks the promise (5:13).

The whole assembly says Amen and praises the Lord, and the people did according to this 
promise. This is what genuine reform looks like: not just a stirring speech, but concrete action 
that costs the powerful something and lifts a burden off the weak. Words of repentance that 
change no behavior are worth nothing (Matthew 3:8; Luke 19:8).

Underneath it all is the principle Nehemiah names: the fear of God. When the fear of God 
governs how we use our advantages over others, justice follows almost naturally. Where the 
fear of God is absent, even religious people will quietly exploit their neighbors and feel no 
shame about it.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Justice toward the vulnerable is grounded in the fear of God and bears witness before a 
watching world (Nehemiah 5:9).

 True repentance restores what it wrongly took; it is not mere regret (5:11; Luke 19:8).
 Reform must move from speech to costly action; the powerful gave back rather than merely 

apologizing (5:12–13).



 Words of repentance that change no behavior are empty (Matthew 3:8).
 Where the fear of God governs our use of advantage, justice follows; where it is absent, 

even religious people exploit their neighbors.

Discussion Prompts

 Is there anything you need not merely to feel sorry about but actually to restore to someone 
you have wronged?

 How does the fear of God change the way you treat people who have no power to repay or 
retaliate?

 Why is costly action, not just a heartfelt apology, the true measure of repentance?

Question 6

Student Question:

Nehemiah refused the food allowance he was entitled to as governor, fed many at his own table, 
and did not lord his authority over the people, because he feared God (Nehemiah 5:14–19). 
Where do you currently hold some authority or advantage, and is your use of it marked by that 
same self-giving restraint, or by quietly taking everything you are entitled to take?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Nehemiah now turns from rebuking others to disclosing his own conduct, and it is a model of 
leadership integrity. For twelve years as governor, neither he nor his brethren ate the bread of 
the governor, the food allowance he was fully entitled to claim (5:14). He had every right to it, 
and he refused it for the sake of the people he served.

He contrasts himself pointedly with the former governors, who had been chargeable unto the 
people, taking bread, wine, and forty shekels of silver, and whose servants bore rule over the 
people. But Nehemiah says, so did not I, because of the fear of God (5:15). There is that phrase 
again. The fear of God is what makes a leader refuse to squeeze every privilege out of his 
position.

Far from taking, Nehemiah gave. He continued the work on the wall rather than buying land 
(5:16), and he kept an open table, feeding a hundred and fifty Jews and rulers, plus visitors from 
surrounding nations, at his own expense daily, an ox and six choice sheep and poultry and wine 
in abundance (5:17–18). He did all this and still did not demand the governor's allowance, 
because the bondage was heavy upon this people.

He closes with a quiet prayer: Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I have 
done for this people (5:19). This is not boasting for a human audience; it is a man laying his 
costly faithfulness before the only Judge whose opinion finally matters. Authority used with self-
giving restraint, out of the fear of God and love for people, is one of the rarest and most 
beautiful things in the world.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Nehemiah refused privileges he was entitled to, out of the fear of God and love for the 
people (Nehemiah 5:14–15).

 True leadership gives rather than takes; he fed many at his own expense and did not lord it 
over the people (5:17–18; compare Mark 10:42–45).

 The fear of God is the recurring root of his integrity, named here a third time in the chapter.
 He sought God's approval, not human applause, laying his faithfulness before God alone 

(5:19).
 Authority used with self-giving restraint anticipates the servant-leadership Christ commands 

and embodies (1 Peter 5:2–3).

Discussion Prompts

 Where do you hold authority or advantage, and is your instinct to take everything you are 
entitled to or to give for the sake of others?

 How does Nehemiah's refusal of the governor's allowance reframe what godly leadership 
actually looks like?

 What would it mean for you to seek God's Think upon me for good rather than the applause 
of people?

Question 7

Student Question:

Four times the enemies tried to lure Nehemiah down to the plain of Ono, and each time he 
answered, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down (Nehemiah 6:1–4). How do we 
discern the difference between a legitimate call to step aside and a temptation to be drawn off 
the work God has given us, and what does Nehemiah's single-minded answer teach about 
guarding our priorities (Luke 9:62; Hebrews 12:1–2)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

With the wall nearly complete and only the doors of the gates left to set, the enemies change 
tactics one last time. Unable to stop the work, they go after the worker. Sanballat and Geshem 
send a message: Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono (6:1–
2). But, Nehemiah notes drily, they thought to do me mischief. The friendly invitation was a trap.

Nehemiah's reply is one of the great sentences of Scripture for anyone trying to stay focused on 
what God has called them to do: I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, 
so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to 
you? (6:3). He does not insult them, debate them, or accuse them. He simply names the work as 
great and refuses to abandon it for a meeting that would only interrupt it.



They sent this same invitation four times, and four times he gave the same answer (6:4). This 
persistence reveals both the enemy's strategy and Nehemiah's resolve. Distraction often comes 
dressed as something harmless or even friendly, a meeting, a conversation, an opportunity, and 
it returns again and again, hoping that the worker will eventually tire and come down off the 
wall just to make it stop.

The discernment here is crucial. Not every invitation to step aside is from the enemy; sometimes 
God genuinely redirects us. But Nehemiah measured every request against the great work God 
had given him. When stepping aside would mean leaving that work undone with no good 
reason, the answer was a settled, repeatable no. Jesus models the same singleness: He set His 
face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) and warned that no one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom (Luke 9:62).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The enemy, unable to stop the work, attacked the worker through distraction disguised as 
friendly invitation (Nehemiah 6:1–2).

 I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down models settled focus on the task God 
has given (6:3).

 Distraction is persistent, returning four times; resolve must be equally persistent.
 Discernment is required: not every call to step aside is evil, but each must be weighed 

against the work God assigned.
 Jesus models the same singleness, setting His face toward Jerusalem and warning against 

looking back from the plow (Luke 9:51, 62).

Discussion Prompts

 What good work has God given you that the enemy would love to distract you away from, 
and what form do those distractions usually take?

 How do you discern between a legitimate redirection from God and a temptation to come 
down off the wall?

 Could you say I am doing a great work as your reason for declining something this week? 
What would that thing be?

Question 8

Student Question:

The enemy tried to make Nehemiah afraid, hoping fear would make him sin and so give them 
something to slander (Nehemiah 6:9, 13). When has fear pressured you toward a compromise 
you would not otherwise have made? What truth about God do you most need to remember the 
next time fear comes knocking?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



When distraction fails, the enemy turns to intimidation and slander. Sanballat sends an open 
letter, unsealed so that anyone could read it, alleging that Nehemiah and the Jews plan to rebel 
and that Nehemiah intends to make himself their king, even hiring prophets to proclaim it (6:5–
7). It is a calculated smear, designed to be public, to spread rumor, and to provoke the suspicion 
of the Persian king.

Nehemiah answers the lie plainly: There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou 
feignest them out of thine own heart (6:8). He does not panic or launch an elaborate defense; 
he names the slander as invention and refuses to be ruled by it. Then he tells us the enemy's 
true aim: For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that 
it be not done (6:9). The whole campaign of rumor and threat had one goal, to weaken their 
hands.

And here is the heart of it: the enemy weaponizes fear because fear, if it takes hold, makes us 
act foolishly and even sinfully. The point of the slander was not merely to hurt Nehemiah's 
reputation but to frighten him into a self-protective misstep that would prove the slander true. 
Fear pressures us toward the very compromises that hand our accusers their ammunition.

Nehemiah's response is a prayer that is also a resolve: Now therefore, O God, strengthen my 
hands (6:9). Where the enemy aimed to weaken his hands, he asks God to strengthen them. 
This is the antidote to fear-driven compromise: turn the very pressure into a prayer, and keep 
working. He did not stop to defend his name to every accuser; he kept building and asked God 
to hold him steady.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Slander and an open letter were used to spread fear and provoke suspicion (Nehemiah 6:5–
7).

 Nehemiah answered the lie plainly and refused to be ruled by it, without panic (6:8).
 The enemy's real goal was to weaken their hands, making fear itself the weapon (6:9).
 Fear pressures us toward self-protective compromise that proves the accusation true; that is 

precisely the trap.
 The antidote is to turn the pressure into prayer, O God, strengthen my hands, and keep 

working (compare Isaiah 41:10).

Discussion Prompts

 When has fear pushed you toward a compromise you would not otherwise have made? 
What did you learn?

 How do you decide when to answer a false accusation plainly and when to leave it with God 
and keep working?

 What would it look like this week to turn a pressure you are feeling into the prayer, 
Strengthen my hands?



Question 9

Student Question:

Nehemiah saw through the hired prophet Shemaiah and refused to flee into the temple to save 
his own life, and in fifty-two days the wall was finished, so that the enemies were cast down in 
their own eyes, for they perceived that this work was done by our God (Nehemiah 6:10–16). How 
does this passage hold together God's enabling power and the persevering faith of His servant, 
so that the finished work testifies to God rather than to the man? How does this kind of faith 
that finishes the work God assigns point us to Christ, who set His face like flint, endured the 
cross, and declared, It is finished, and who now reigns and enables His people to persevere and 
finish the work He gives them (John 17:4; John 19:30; Hebrews 12:1–3; Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 
4:7)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The subtlest attack comes last. A prophet named Shemaiah, secretly hired by Tobiah and 
Sanballat, urges Nehemiah to flee into the temple and shut the doors, claiming assassins are 
coming to kill him by night (6:10). It sounds like godly counsel, even like care for Nehemiah's 
safety, and it comes clothed in prophetic authority. But Nehemiah discerns the trap. To flee into 
the temple to save his own life would have been both cowardice and sin, for only priests could 
enter there, and the enemy wanted exactly that: that they might have matter for an evil report, 
that they might reproach me (6:13). Nehemiah's answer rings with integrity: Should such a man 
as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will 
not go in (6:11). He tested the counsel against God's revealed will and found that it contradicted 
it, and he perceived that God had not sent him (6:12). This is the crucial skill of discernment: 
false counsel often wears a holy costume, and it must be measured against the word and will of 
God, not accepted merely because it sounds spiritual or claims divine authority. Nehemiah 
commits these enemies to God in prayer (6:14) and presses on.

Then comes the triumphant note the whole book has been building toward: So the wall was 
finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days (6:15). Fifty-two days. 
After mockery, conspiracy, internal injustice, distraction, slander, and a hired false prophet, the 
work is done. The relentless opposition did not stop it; if anything, it threw the speed of the 
finished work into sharper relief.

And notice carefully who gets the credit. When the enemies and the surrounding nations heard, 
they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of 
our God (6:16). The finished wall did not finally testify to Nehemiah's cleverness or grit; it 
testified to God. Here is the beautiful union at the center of the lesson: Nehemiah trusted God 
and worked tirelessly and watched and refused to come down, and the result pointed past the 
man to God. Persevering faith does not rob God of glory; it displays it.



This is where the lesson lifts our eyes to Christ. Nehemiah set his face, endured every 
temptation to come down, and finished the work, and it was seen to be done by God. Jesus is 
the greater Nehemiah, indeed the greater everything. He set His face like flint toward Jerusalem 
(Luke 9:51; Isaiah 50:7), endured the cross despising the shame, refused every temptation to 
come down and save Himself, and finished the far greater work of redemption: I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do (John 17:4), and on the cross, It is finished (John 19:30). 
The wall was a shadow; the finished work of Christ is the substance.

And the same Christ who finished His work now reigns at the right hand of God over His church 
and enables His people to persevere and finish theirs. We do not grit our teeth in mere self-
reliance. He who began a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ 
(Philippians 1:6). We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses and called to run with 
patience, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:1–2). Paul could 
finally say, I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith (2 Timothy 
4:7), not because he was strong, but because the Lord stood with him and strengthened him (2 
Timothy 4:17). This is the perseverance of faith: God enabling, the believer trusting and laboring, 
and the finished work testifying to the grace and power of God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 False counsel often wears a holy costume; Shemaiah's prophetic-sounding advice would 
have led Nehemiah into cowardice and sin (Nehemiah 6:10–13).

 Discernment measures counsel against God's revealed will, not against how spiritual or 
authoritative it sounds (6:11–12; compare 1 John 4:1; Galatians 1:8).

 The wall finished in fifty-two days shows that relentless opposition could not stop the work 
God assigned (6:15).

 The finished work testified to God, not to the man: they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God (6:16); persevering faith displays God's glory rather than robbing it.

 Christ is the greater Nehemiah: He set His face like flint, refused to come down, and finished 
the work of redemption, It is finished (Luke 9:51; John 17:4; John 19:30; Hebrews 12:2).

 The risen Christ reigns now and enables His people to persevere and finish their work, 
without self-reliance and without fatalism (Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 4:7, 17).

 This is not Calvinist unconditional perseverance but the persevering faith of those who keep 
trusting and laboring in the strength God supplies (Hebrews 3:12–14; Philippians 2:12–13).

Discussion Prompts

 How do you test counsel that sounds spiritual but may be pulling you away from God's 
revealed will?

 When you look at a good work God has finished through you, do you tend to credit your 
own effort or to perceive that it was wrought of our God?

 How does Christ finishing His work, and now reigning to enable yours, change the way you 
face the unfinished work in front of you?



Question 10

Student Question:

Across these chapters Nehemiah trusted God, watched the gate, defended the weak, refused the 
bribe, and finished the work, and through it all Christ is at work shaping His people into that 
same image. Name one specific way the Lord has been forming you through this lesson, into a 
person who both trusts and labors, who loves justice, and who refuses to come down from the 
work He has given you to do.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The chapter closes with a final, sobering glimpse of how persistent and entangled the opposition 
really was. Even after the wall was finished, Tobiah kept up a campaign of pressure through 
correspondence and through the social ties he had cultivated. In those days the nobles of Judah 
sent many letters unto Tobiah, and Tobiah's letters came unto them (6:17). The enemy had 
relationships on the inside.

The text explains why: Tobiah was bound to Judah's nobility by marriage. He had married into 
the family of Shechaniah, and his son had married the daughter of Meshullam, so many in Judah 
were sworn unto him (6:18). These intermarriages created loyalties that worked against the very 
community to which these nobles belonged. They even reported Tobiah's good deeds to 
Nehemiah and carried Nehemiah's words back to Tobiah, and Tobiah kept sending letters to 
make Nehemiah afraid (6:19).

This is a quiet but important warning. Opposition is not always a clear line between us and 
them; sometimes it runs through the compromised loyalties of God's own people, who, through 
alliances and entanglements, end up serving the interests of the very ones opposing the work. 
The mixed allegiances of the nobles made the enemy's intimidation campaign possible from 
within.

Yet the wall stood finished. The closing verses do not undo the triumph of verse 16; they simply 
remind us that finishing a work does not mean the opposition evaporates. The Christian who 
finishes one stretch of faithful labor will often find that pressure, compromise, and entangling 
loyalties continue. Perseverance is not a single heroic burst but a settled way of life, trusting God 
and standing watch, again and again, all the way home.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Opposition persisted even after the wall was finished; completing a work does not make the 
pressure disappear (Nehemiah 6:17–19).

 Compromised loyalties through marriage and alliance made the enemy's influence possible 
from inside the community (6:18).

 Entangling alliances with those opposed to God's work create divided allegiance and weaken 
His people (compare 2 Corinthians 6:14–17).



 Tobiah kept trying to make Nehemiah afraid; intimidation is a recurring tactic, not a one-
time event (6:19).

 Perseverance is a settled way of life of continued trust and watchfulness, not a single heroic 
burst.

Discussion Prompts

 Where might divided loyalties or entangling alliances be quietly weakening your devotion to 
God's work?

 Why does finishing one good work rarely mean the opposition simply goes away, and how 
should that shape our expectations?

 What does it mean for perseverance to be a settled way of life rather than a one-time heroic 
effort?


