The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah

Lesson 5: Ezra Comes to Jerusalem -- Ezra 7:1-8:36

Almost sixty years go by between the last verse of chapter 6 and the first verse of chapter 7. The
temple has been finished, the Passover has been kept, and then the book of Ezra falls silent for
the better part of a lifetime. A whole generation lives and dies in those white spaces on the
page. And when the story picks up again, it is no longer about stones and altars. It is about a
man. A scribe, sitting in Babylon with a scroll across his knees, who has quietly decided that the
most important thing he can do with his one short life is to know the Law of God, obey it with
his whole heart, and then hand it on to others. His name is Ezra, and the road he is about to
walk will run nine hundred miles from the comfort of Babylon to the rubble and risk of
Jerusalem.

There is a phrase that follows Ezra around like a shadow in these two chapters, and once you
notice it you cannot stop noticing it. Over and over the text says that the hand of his God was
upon him. It is there when he asks the king for a favor, and the favor is granted (7:6). It is there
when he sets out on the journey, and he arrives safely (7:9). It is there when he gathers leaders
to go with him (7:28), and there again when he reaches the river called Ahava and looks his fears
in the face (8:18, 8:31). Ezra is not a man who imagines he is self-made. He is a man who has
learned, down in his bones, that every good thing he carries came from a hand he cannot see
and could never deserve.

But here is what should arrest us. The hand of God rested on Ezra not in spite of his diligence
but right alongside it. This is no passive man waiting for lightning to strike. Ezra had set his heart.
He had studied. He had committed himself to do what he learned before he ever opened his
mouth to teach it. We sometimes pit God's grace against human effort, as though the more God
works the less we must, but Ezra will not let us. The same chapter that says God's hand moved
the king's heart also shows Ezra fasting at a river, weeping over the danger, organizing his
caravan, counting silver to the last shekel. Dependence on God and wholehearted obedience are
not rivals in this story. They are partners, walking the same dusty road to the same holy city.

So as we open Ezra 7 and 8, we are really being handed a portrait of a life worth living. Not a
flashy life, not a famous one, but a settled, sturdy, God-soaked life built on the word of God.
Ezra teaches us what it looks like to love the Scriptures enough to bend our living to them, to
lean hard on the protecting hand of God when the road turns frightening, and to handle holy
things with such trembling care that no one could ever accuse us of cutting a corner. In a hurried
and slippery age, this old scribe has something we badly need. Let us follow him up to Jerusalem
and learn.

Group Discussion: Ezra 7:10 tells us that Ezra set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, to do it,
and then to teach it, and the order of those three verbs is not an accident. As a group, talk about



why this sequence matters. What goes wrong in a church when people rush to teach what they
have not first studied, or to study what they never intend to obey? Where do you see this order
honored, or quietly reversed, in the way we handle the Bible together today?

Personal Reflection: When the road ahead looked dangerous, Ezra was ashamed to ask the king
for soldiers, because he had publicly testified that the hand of God is on all who seek Him (8:21-
23), so instead he proclaimed a fast and sought God. Think honestly about your own life. Where
are you tempted to reach first for a human safeguard, a backup plan, a fallback you trust more
than God, rather than going to Him in earnest prayer? What would it look like this week to seek
God before you seek the soldiers?

Read Ezra 7:1-8:36

Study Questions

1. Ezra 7:6 and 7:9 say the hand of God was upon Ezra, and yet the same chapter shows Ezra
studying, preparing, and laboring diligently. According to this passage, how do God's
gracious work and a believer's diligent effort fit together, and what does this teach us about
the way God accomplishes His purposes through faithful people?

2. Where in your own walk have you most clearly sensed the hand of God upon you, and have
you been quick to give Him the credit, or have you quietly taken it for yourself?

3. Ezra 7:10 says Ezra set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, to do it, and to teach it. Why is
this God-given order of study, then obedience, then teaching so important, and what does it
reveal about the kind of heart God uses to spread His word?

4. s there a portion of God's word you already understand clearly but have not yet brought
yourself to obey? What is one concrete step of obedience you have been putting off?



In the letter of Artaxerxes (7:11-26), a pagan king grants Ezra extraordinary favor and
resources. What does this show us about God's ability to work through rulers and
circumstances that lie completely outside His covenant people, and how should that shape
the way we view our own leaders and times?

When you read of a king's heart being moved to do good, do you find it easy or hard to
believe that God is still quietly at work in the headlines and powers of our own day? Why?

At the river Ahava, Ezra was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers because he had
testified that the hand of God is on all who seek Him (8:21-23). What does his choice to fast
and pray instead of asking for an armed escort teach us about the relationship between our
public confession of faith and our private decisions?

Is there a place where your stated trust in God and your actual choices do not yet match?
Where is God asking you to let your walk catch up with your words?

Ezra weighed out the silver, the gold, and the holy vessels to named, counted men, who
carried them and weighed them again at journey's end so that everything could be
accounted for (8:24-34). Drawing on the centrality and authority of God's word in this
whole passage, and on Ezra's heart set to study, do, and teach it, what does the careful
handling of these holy things teach us about how God's people are to treat what is holy, and
how does the authority of Scripture still govern the church under the New Covenant in
Christ (Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)?



10. Name one specific way the Lord Jesus is using this lesson to shape you right now: a habit of
study to begin, an act of obedience to take up, a fear to surrender to God's hand, or a holy
thing to handle with greater care and integrity.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Romans 15:4, why everything written in earlier times was written for
our instruction and hope; 2 Timothy 3:16-17, all Scripture is God-breathed and equips us for
every good work; Psalm 1:1-3, the blessed one who delights in and meditates on the law of the
Lord; James 1:22-25, be doers of the word and not hearers only who deceive themselves; 1
Corinthians 4:1-2, stewards of God's mysteries must above all be found faithful
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