
The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 2: The Altar Rebuilt and the Temple Foundation

Ezra 3:1–13

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

The aim of this lesson is to help students see that the returned remnant did not treat worship as 
one item on a long list of urgent tasks but as the foundation beneath every other task. They built 
the altar first, resumed the appointed offerings according to the Law of Moses, and did so while 
genuinely afraid of their hostile neighbors. Guide the class to feel the weight of that choice. 
These were exhausted, vulnerable people with countless competing needs, and they chose first 
to meet God on His terms. Press the application gently but directly: most of us claim God is first, 
yet our calendars, budgets, and anxieties often tell a different story. Let the text expose the gap 
and call us back to putting first things first.

Second, this lesson must handle the temple carefully and rightly. The physical temple was never 
an end in itself. It was a shadow pointing forward. Help the class trace the line from this rough 
foundation to its fulfillment in Christ, who called His own body the temple (John 2:19–21), and 
onward to the church, which is now the true temple of God, a spiritual house of living stones (1 
Peter 2:4–5; Ephesians 2:19–22). Be clear and pastoral here. We are not awaiting a rebuilt 
physical temple in Jerusalem, and we do not bind the Law of Moses with its altars and animal 
sacrifices on Christians. The point of right worship by the pattern remains, but the pattern itself 
has moved from the old covenant to worship in spirit and truth under Christ (John 4:23–24). 
Keep the class anchored in Christ reigning now over His church, the kingdom established at 
Pentecost.

Finally, do not rush past the mingled joy and weeping of verses 12 and 13. This is one of the 
most pastorally rich moments in the chapter. The old men wept because they remembered a 
greater glory now gone; the young men shouted because they saw God doing a new thing. Help 
your students name the seasons of life where gladness and grief arrive together, and show them 
that faith does not demand we choose only one. We can grieve what was lost and rejoice in 
what God is building, all at once, because our hope rests not in the size of the building but in the 
God who fills it. Land the lesson on Christ, in whom every tear and every shout finds its true 
resolution.

Question 1

Student Question:

According to Ezra 3:2–4, the people rebuilt the altar and offered burnt offerings as it is written in 
the Law of Moses. Why does Scripture so deliberately emphasize that their worship followed 



God's revealed pattern, and what does this teach us about the authority of God's Word over how 
we approach Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Ezra 3:1 sets the stage with a quiet but loaded detail: when the seventh month came, the 
people gathered together as one man to Jerusalem. The seventh month, Tishri, was the most 
sacred month on Israel's calendar, holding the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and 
the Feast of Tabernacles. The timing is not incidental. The people are ordering their lives around 
God's appointed seasons rather than around their own convenience, and that ordering is itself 
an act of faith.

Notice the phrase as one man. After decades scattered in exile, this fractured people gathers in 
unity. There is something deeply right about worship drawing God's people together. The first 
recorded act of the restored community is not negotiation or division but assembly. They came 
together, and they came together for God. Unity and worship belong together, and where 
worship is central, division tends to lose its grip.

Verse 2 introduces the two key leaders who will anchor this whole season of restoration: Jeshua 
the son of Jozadak, the high priest, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the governor in David's 
line. Priest and prince stand side by side, and together they arise and build the altar of the God 
of Israel. The deliberate pairing reminds us that the work of God's house was meant to be 
carried by leaders who served, not by leaders who lorded over the people.

The crucial phrase comes at the end of verse 2: to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in 
the Law of Moses the man of God. From the very first sentence about worship, Scripture insists 
that this worship is regulated by God's revealed word, not invented by human creativity. They 
did not gather to worship however felt meaningful to them. They opened the book and did what 
God said. That single phrase, as it is written, will echo through the chapter and should echo 
through this lesson.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The authority of Scripture over worship: God's people approach Him as it is written, not 
according to human preference or innovation (Romans 15:4; Colossians 3:17).

 Worship as the gathering point of God's people, drawing a scattered community together as 
one man.

 Servant leadership exercised jointly by Jeshua and Zerubbabel, anchoring restoration in 
God's appointed order rather than personal ambition.

 Ordering life around God's appointed times as a deliberate act of faith and priority.
 The principle of pattern worship, which under the New Covenant means worshiping in spirit 

and truth by Christ's authority (John 4:23–24), not binding the Law of Moses.

Discussion Prompts



 What does it tell us that the very first thing the returnees did was gather together for 
worship rather than for any other urgent need?

 Why does the phrase as it is written in the Law of Moses matter so much, and how does the 
principle behind it apply to how we worship today?

 Where in your own life is it tempting to approach God by what feels meaningful rather than 
by what He has actually revealed?

Question 2

Student Question:

The returnees made worship their very first act before tending to their own homes or security. 
Examine your own week honestly. What does the order of your time, attention, and resources 
reveal about where God actually ranks among your priorities?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 3 is the hinge of the whole opening section: they set the altar upon its bases, for fear was 
on them because of the peoples of those countries, and they offered burnt offerings on it to the 
LORD, both morning and evening. Read it slowly. The fear was real. These were not paranoid 
people imagining threats. Their neighbors genuinely opposed the rebuilding, as later chapters 
confirm. And yet the same verse that names their fear also records their worship.

Look closely at the logic of the sentence. It does not say they worshiped after the fear passed, or 
worshiped once they felt safe. The fear and the worship coexist in the same breath. Some have 
even suggested the sense is that their very fear drove them to the altar, to seek the protection 
and presence of the God who alone could secure them. Either way, the lesson is plain. Fear is 
not a valid excuse to abandon worship. Often it is the very reason we most need to worship.

The phrase both morning and evening points to the daily, appointed offerings prescribed in 
Exodus 29 and Numbers 28. This was not a one-time burst of zeal. It was the resumption of a 
steady, twice-daily rhythm. Worship was woven into the fabric of every single day, bookending 
sunrise and sunset. A steady fire on the altar, tended morning and evening, is a beautiful picture 
of a life devoted to God in unbroken rhythm rather than occasional spasms of intensity.

There is a deep pastoral truth here for anyone living under pressure. The exiles could not control 
their neighbors, could not guarantee their safety, could not even finish their temple yet. But 
they could obey God and meet Him in worship today, and so they did. When circumstances are 
beyond our control, faithfulness in worship is something that always remains within our reach. 
They tended the fire, and they left the outcome to God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Worship offered in the presence of real fear, not only in safety, modeling faith that does not 
wait for ideal circumstances.



 Fear rightly handled drives us toward God rather than away from Him (Psalm 56:3–4).
 The daily, twice-a-day rhythm of worship, steadiness over sporadic intensity.
 Faithfulness in what we can control (obedient worship) while entrusting to God what we 

cannot (safety, outcomes).
 The danger of letting fear of people silence our devotion (Proverbs 29:25).

Discussion Prompts

 How does it change your view of worship to see these people praising God precisely while 
they were afraid?

 What is one fear right now that tempts you to pull back from God, and what would it look 
like to let that fear drive you toward Him instead?

 What helps you keep a steady, daily rhythm of worship rather than only worshiping when 
life feels secure?

Question 3

Student Question:

Ezra 3:3 says they offered worship even though fear was on them because of the peoples of the 
lands. How can fear and faithful worship exist side by side, and what does this account teach us 
about worshiping God when circumstances feel unsafe rather than only when they feel 
comfortable?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 4 and 5 record that the people kept the Feast of Tabernacles, with its daily burnt 
offerings by number according to the ordinance, and then resumed the continual burnt offering, 
the new moons, and all the set feasts of the LORD. The detail is almost overwhelming, and that 
is the point. They are not improvising a religion of convenience. They are carefully restoring the 
full pattern of worship God had commanded centuries before.

The choice of the Feast of Tabernacles is rich with meaning. Tabernacles commemorated Israel's 
wilderness wandering, when the people lived in temporary shelters and depended wholly on 
God's provision. For a community newly returned from exile, still without a temple and 
surrounded by enemies, no feast could have been more fitting. They had every reason to feel 
like wanderers again, and this feast told them that the God who carried their fathers through 
the wilderness was carrying them still.

Verse 5 stacks up the offerings: the continual offering, the new moons, the appointed feasts, 
and the freewill offerings of everyone who offered willingly. Alongside the required, 
commanded worship there is room for the freewill offering, the gift given simply out of a willing 
heart. Obedient worship and joyful generosity are not opposites. The same people who carefully 
kept every command also gave freely because they wanted to.



We should be careful and clear here for our own time. These specific feasts, new moons, and 
animal offerings were part of the Law of Moses, which was fulfilled in Christ and is not binding 
on Christians today (Colossians 2:16–17). We do not keep Tabernacles or offer new-moon 
sacrifices. But the underlying principle endures: God's people worship Him with care, with 
consistency, and with willing hearts, now in spirit and truth under the New Covenant. The 
shadow has given way to the substance, which is Christ.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Careful, full restoration of commanded worship rather than a convenient or partial religion.
 The Feast of Tabernacles as a fitting reminder of dependence on God for a people who felt 

like wanderers again.
 The harmony of commanded worship and freewill, willing generosity (2 Corinthians 9:7).
 These feasts and offerings belonged to the Law of Moses, fulfilled in Christ and not bound 

on Christians today (Colossians 2:16–17; Hebrews 10:1).
 The enduring principle of consistent, wholehearted worship now offered in spirit and truth 

under the New Covenant.

Discussion Prompts

 Why was the Feast of Tabernacles especially meaningful for a people just back from exile 
and still without a temple?

 How do commanded obedience and willing, freewill generosity work together in genuine 
worship?

 Since we no longer keep these specific feasts, what enduring principle about worship carries 
over to us in Christ?

Question 4

Student Question:

When have you allowed fear, whether of people's opinions, of failure, or of the unknown, to 
silence your worship or thin out your devotion to God? What is one fear you need to bring 
honestly before the Lord this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 6 contains a small phrase with large significance: from the first day of the seventh month 
they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, but the foundation of the temple of the LORD 
was not yet laid. Read that again. They were worshiping fully and faithfully, and still the temple 
foundation was not laid. Worship was not waiting on the building. The building, if anything, was 
waiting on the worship.

This is a striking reversal of how we often think. We tend to assume we need the right setting 
before we can truly worship, the right building, the right circumstances, the right resources. The 



returnees show us the opposite. They worshiped first, on a bare altar under open sky, and the 
structure came later. The presence of God among His worshiping people does not depend on 
the grandeur of the place.

There is real freedom in this for any believer who feels they are waiting for ideal conditions to 
draw near to God. You do not need a finished sanctuary. You do not need everything in your life 
to be in order. You can meet God now, where you are, with what you have. The altar came 
before the temple precisely because worship is the foundation beneath every other good thing, 
not the decoration we add once everything else is built.

And yet the verse also leaves us leaning forward. The foundation was not yet laid, but it would 
be. Faithful worship in the present did not make them complacent about the work still ahead. 
They worshiped today and prepared to build tomorrow. Devotion and diligence walked 
together, and the next verses show the work beginning in earnest.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Worship does not wait on perfect circumstances or a finished building; it can begin now, 
with what we have.

 The presence of God among His people does not depend on the grandeur of the place (Acts 
7:48–49).

 Freedom for believers who feel they must wait for ideal conditions before drawing near to 
God.

 Faithful present worship paired with diligent forward labor, devotion and diligence together.
 Worship as the foundation beneath every other good work rather than its decoration.

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean that they worshiped fully even though the temple foundation was not 
yet laid?

 In what way might you be waiting for ideal conditions before drawing near to God, and how 
does this verse free you to begin now?

 How do we hold together contentment in present worship and diligence toward the work 
God still has for us?

Question 5

Student Question:

In Ezra 3:4–6 the people kept the Feast of Tabernacles and resumed the regular daily offerings 
even before the temple foundation was laid. What does their commitment to consistent, ongoing 
worship, rather than a single dramatic event, teach us about the rhythm of a faithful life with 
God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Verse 7 turns to the practical machinery of the project: they gave money to the masons and 
carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the Sidonians and Tyrians, to bring cedar trees from 
Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant they had from Cyrus king of Persia. The 
verse is almost mundane in its detail, and that ordinariness is instructive. Great spiritual work 
usually rides on a great deal of unglamorous logistics.

Notice the deliberate echo of Solomon's original temple, which also drew cedar from Lebanon 
through Tyre and Sidon and came down by sea to Joppa. The returnees are consciously 
following the proven pattern of the past, building in continuity with what God had done before. 
They were not inventing a new thing from scratch but faithfully picking up the work their fathers 
had laid down.

The phrase according to the grant they had from Cyrus reminds us, as the first lesson did, that 
the pagan king's decree stood behind this whole enterprise. God moved the heart of a king to 
fund the rebuilding of His house. The same providence that stirred Cyrus is now flowing down 
into wages for masons and supplies for woodcutters. God's sovereign purposes are carried out 
through very practical, everyday provision.

There is honest dignity here in the ordinary work. Someone had to pay the laborers, negotiate 
with the timber merchants, arrange the shipping. Not everyone in God's work gets to lay the 
cornerstone or lead the singing. Most of the kingdom's labor is quieter than that. This verse 
honors the people who simply did the necessary, faithful, behind-the-scenes work that made 
the worship and the building possible.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Great spiritual work depends on a great deal of faithful, unglamorous logistics and practical 
provision.

 Building in continuity with God's past work rather than reinventing from scratch (the cedar-
from-Lebanon pattern).

 God's providence working through practical, everyday means and even through a pagan 
king's grant.

 Dignity and honor in the quiet, behind-the-scenes labor of God's work.
 Faithful stewardship of resources given for the work of God's house (1 Corinthians 16:2).

Discussion Prompts

 What does this verse teach us about the place of ordinary, practical work in advancing God's 
purposes?

 Why do you think the returnees deliberately followed the same pattern Solomon used in 
building the first temple?

 Where might God be calling you to faithful, behind-the-scenes labor that few will notice but 
that genuinely matters?



Question 6

Student Question:

Is your own worship more like a fire that burns steadily morning and evening, or more like a flare 
that flames up occasionally and then goes dark? What practical step could restore a steadier 
rhythm of worship and devotion in your life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 8 and 9 mark the formal beginning of construction. In the second month of the second 
year of their coming, Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of their brethren appointed the Levites 
from twenty years old and upward to oversee the work of the house of the LORD. The timing 
again echoes Solomon, who likewise began the first temple in the second month. Continuity 
with God's past faithfulness runs through every detail.

What stands out here is the orderly, shared structure of the labor. The leaders appointed, the 
Levites oversaw, and the text names the family groups who stood together as one to set 
forward the workmen in the house of God. This was not a chaotic free-for-all of individual zeal. 
It was organized, accountable, cooperative work, with each group taking responsibility for its 
part under God-given oversight.

The phrase to set forward the work, or to oversee, repeated and emphasized, captures the 
heart of it. Different people had different roles, leaders and Levites and laborers and family 
heads, but all of them were pulling in one direction toward one goal: the house of God. This is a 
beautiful picture of how God's people are meant to function, with diverse roles, ordered 
cooperation, and a single shared aim.

The New Testament will pick up this very image of the body, many members with different 
functions, all joined together and working for the building up of the whole (1 Corinthians 12; 
Ephesians 4:16). The church does its best work the same way the temple was built, not by a few 
heroes but by the whole people of God, each carrying their part, all set toward one purpose 
under faithful leadership.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Orderly, cooperative, accountable labor rather than chaotic individual zeal in the work of 
God's house.

 Diverse roles, leaders, Levites, family heads, and workmen, all pulling toward one shared 
goal.

 God-given oversight and shared responsibility in carrying out the work.
 Continuity with God's past faithfulness in the timing and method of the work.
 The New Testament picture of the body of Christ, many members working together for the 

building up of the whole (1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 4:16).



Discussion Prompts

 What does the ordered, shared structure of the work teach us about how God's people are 
meant to labor together?

 How does this picture of many roles with one aim help us understand the church as the 
body of Christ?

 Where has God placed you in His work, and are you faithfully carrying your part, or leaving it 
for others to bear?

Question 7

Student Question:

Ezra 3:8–9 describes the leaders, priests, Levites, and people working together to set forward the 
work of the house of God. What does this picture of shared, ordered labor teach us about how 
God intends His people to work together in His service today?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 10 and 11 bring us to the great moment: when the builders laid the foundation of the 
temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of 
Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD after the ordinance of David king of Israel. Once again 
the worship follows a given pattern, this time after the ordinance of David. They are not 
improvising the celebration. They are praising God the way God, through David, had prescribed.

The content of their song is recorded in verse 11: they sang together by course, that is, 
responsively, in praising and giving thanks to the LORD, because He is good, for His mercy 
endures forever toward Israel. That refrain, He is good, His mercy endures forever, runs all 
through the Psalms and Israel's worship. Standing on the foundation of a temple that had been 
destroyed in judgment, the returned exiles sing of God's enduring mercy. The very fact that they 
are home to lay this foundation is proof that His mercy did indeed endure forever.

Think of what it took to sing that line in that place. These were the survivors of the most 
devastating judgment in their nation's history. Their temple had been burned, their city leveled, 
their people carried away. And yet here they stand, singing that God is good and His mercy 
endures forever. This is not shallow optimism. It is faith refined in the fire of exile, faith that has 
seen both judgment and restoration and concluded that God's covenant love outlasts 
everything.

And then the whole people answered with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because 
the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. The mention of the foundation is significant. 
Scripture later teaches that this whole structure was pointing forward. Christ Himself is the 
foundation and cornerstone (1 Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 2:20), and the church is the temple 
built upon Him. This rough foundation in Jerusalem was a shadow of the true and lasting house 
God would build in His Son.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Praise offered after the ordinance of David, again following God's revealed pattern of 
worship.

 The refrain He is good, His mercy endures forever, sung by survivors of judgment as a 
confession of enduring covenant love (Psalm 136).

 Worship that is honest about past judgment yet anchored in God's mercy and goodness.
 The temple foundation as a shadow of Christ the true foundation and cornerstone (1 

Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 2:20).
 Corporate, responsive, wholehearted praise as the fitting response to God's faithfulness.

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean that survivors of exile could stand on these ruins and sing that God's 
mercy endures forever?

 How does the refrain of God's goodness and enduring mercy speak to seasons when you 
have known both judgment and restoration?

 How does it deepen this scene to know that the foundation pointed forward to Christ, the 
true cornerstone of God's house?

Question 8

Student Question:

Where has God placed you to help set forward the work of His house among His people, and are 
you presently carrying your part of that work, or leaving it to others? What is one way you could 
take fuller ownership this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 12 and 13 give us one of the most emotionally honest moments in all of Scripture. Many 
of the priests, Levites, and heads of fathers' houses, the old men who had seen the first house, 
wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, while many 
shouted aloud for joy. Two generations, two responses, rising at the very same time.

The old men wept because they remembered. They had seen Solomon's temple in its glory 
before the Babylonians burned it, and this modest foundation could not begin to compare. The 
prophet Haggai later confirms that this second house seemed as nothing in their eyes next to 
the former glory (Haggai 2:3). Their tears were not faithless. They were the honest grief of 
people who had lost something genuinely precious and could not pretend otherwise.

The young men shouted because they had no such memory. They saw only what God was doing 
now, a new beginning, a foundation laid, hope where there had been only ruins. Their joy was 
real and right. And here is the wonder of the passage: God did not ask either group to silence its 
response. The weeping and the shouting rose together, and verse 13 says the people could not 



discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping, for the people shouted with 
a loud shout, and the noise was heard far away.

This is profoundly pastoral. So much of life arrives as both joy and grief at once. A wedding stirs 
the ache of a parent no longer present. A new home means leaving an old one behind. A 
milestone of healing recalls the wound that made it necessary. Faith does not require us to feel 
only one thing. We can grieve what is lost and rejoice in what God is building, all at once, 
because our hope does not rest in the size of any earthly house. It rests in the God who fills it, 
and ultimately in Christ, the true temple, in whom every tear will one day be wiped away and 
every shout of joy made full (Revelation 21:3–4).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Honest, faithful grief over genuine loss, not treated as a lack of faith (Haggai 2:3).
 Real joy over a new beginning and God's present work, even amid modest circumstances.
 Joy and grief held together at once as a normal, faithful experience of life under God.
 Hope grounded not in the grandeur of an earthly house but in the God who fills it and in 

Christ the true temple.
 The final resolution of all grief and joy in Christ, where every tear is wiped away (Revelation 

21:3–4).

Discussion Prompts

 Why do you think God allowed both the weeping and the shouting to rise together rather 
than asking one group to be silent?

 When have you experienced joy and grief at the same time, and how did your faith hold 
them together?

 How does the hope of Christ the true temple, where every tear will be wiped away, change 
the way you face seasons of mingled joy and sorrow?

Question 9

Student Question:

The people laid the foundation of the temple, the house of God, with worship following the 
pattern given in the Law of Moses (Ezra 3:10–11). Reading this in the light of John 2:19–21, 1 
Peter 2:4–5, and Ephesians 2:19–22, how does the physical temple foreshadow Christ and His 
church as the true temple of God, and what does it mean for us to worship in spirit and truth 
(John 4:23–24) under the New Covenant rather than by the old pattern of altars and animal 
sacrifice?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Step back and consider the deepest meaning of this whole chapter. The returnees poured their 
hearts into rebuilding a physical temple, and that was right and good for their time. But the New 



Testament teaches us plainly that the physical temple was never the final goal. It was a shadow, 
a pointer, a picture meant to prepare God's people for something far greater that would come 
in Christ.

Jesus said of His own body, destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up, and John tells 
us He was speaking of the temple of His body (John 2:19–21). The true meeting place between 
God and humanity is not a building of stone but the person of Christ. In Him the fullness of God 
dwells (Colossians 2:9), and through Him alone we have access to the Father. Every altar, every 
sacrifice, every brick of that Jerusalem temple was always pointing forward to Him.

And what is true of Christ becomes true of His people united to Him. Peter writes that believers 
are living stones, being built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:4–5). Paul says the church is built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself the chief cornerstone, growing 
into a holy temple, a dwelling place for God by the Spirit (Ephesians 2:19–22). We are the 
temple now. God dwells among His worshiping people, the church.

This is why we must be careful here. We do not look forward to a rebuilt physical temple in 
Jerusalem with renewed animal sacrifices, as some teach. To go back to that would be to go 
back to the shadow after the substance has come. The temple has found its fulfillment in Christ 
and His church. The kingdom is not a future earthly project but the reign of Christ established at 
Pentecost, with Christ on His throne now and His people gathered as His living temple.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The physical temple as a shadow pointing forward to Christ, never the final goal (Hebrews 
10:1; Colossians 2:17).

 Christ Himself as the true temple, the meeting place between God and humanity (John 
2:19–21; Colossians 2:9).

 The church as the temple of God, living stones built on Christ the cornerstone (1 Peter 2:4–
5; Ephesians 2:19–22).

 No expectation of a rebuilt physical temple or restored animal sacrifices; that would return 
to the shadow after the substance (rejecting premillennial and dispensational readings).

 The kingdom as Christ's present reign over His church, established at Pentecost, not a future 
earthly project.

Discussion Prompts

 How does seeing Christ as the true temple change the way you read this chapter about a 
building of stone?

 What does it mean for you personally that you, together with God's people, are now the 
temple in which God dwells?

 Why is it important to understand that the temple has found its fulfillment in Christ rather 
than awaiting a rebuilt physical temple?



Question 10

Student Question:

In Ezra 3:12–13 the laying of the foundation brought shouts of joy and the sound of weeping 
mingled together. Name one specific way this passage is shaping you to be more like Christ, 
whether by putting worship first, by trusting God in fear, by worshiping according to His Word, or 
by holding joy and grief together with hope. What single step will you take in response?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Finally, let this whole passage drive us to the heart of worship under the New Covenant. The 
returnees worshiped by a careful, God-given pattern, as it is written, and that principle has not 
vanished. It has been transformed in Christ. Jesus told the Samaritan woman that the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father is seeking such to worship Him (John 4:23–24).

Worship in spirit and truth means worship is no longer tied to a sacred place, whether Jerusalem 
or Samaria or any other. It is offered through the Spirit, from the heart, and according to truth, 
that is, according to God's revealed word in Christ. The principle that gripped the returnees, that 
we approach God as He has appointed and not however we please, remains fully in force. What 
has changed is the appointed pattern: from temple, altar, and animal sacrifice to worship 
through Christ, by the Spirit, in truth.

This is wonderfully freeing and deeply sobering at once. Freeing, because we may now draw 
near to God anywhere, at any time, through our great High Priest, with no veil between us. 
Sobering, because worship still matters to God, and it still pleases Him to be approached as He 
has directed rather than however we might prefer. The God who cared that the returnees 
offered burnt offerings as it is written cares still that we worship Him in spirit and truth.

So the call of Ezra 3 reaches all the way to us. Put worship first, as the returnees built the altar 
before all else. Worship faithfully, even when fear presses in. Worship according to God's word 
and not human invention. And hold your joy and your grief together with hope, knowing they 
are both safe in the hands of Christ, the true temple, in whom God has drawn near to us forever. 
Let this passage make you, week by week, a truer worshiper and a person more like the Lord 
you worship.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Worship in spirit and truth as the New Covenant fulfillment of the pattern principle (John 
4:23–24).

 Worship no longer tied to a sacred place but offered through the Spirit, from the heart, 
according to God's truth in Christ.

 The enduring principle that we approach God as He has appointed, not however we please 
(Hebrews 12:28–29).



 Free access to God anywhere through Christ our great High Priest, with no veil between us 
(Hebrews 10:19–22).

 Worship as a means of ongoing transformation into the likeness of the Christ we worship (2 
Corinthians 3:18).

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean to worship the Father in spirit and truth, and how does that fulfill the 
pattern the returnees followed?

 How does the freedom to approach God anywhere through Christ go together with worship 
still being according to His revealed will?

 Name one specific way this passage is calling you to put worship first or to worship more 
truly, and what step will you take this week?


