
The Book of Ezekiel
Lesson 19: The Vision of the New Temple -- Ezekiel 40:1–42:20

Twenty-five years into the exile, fourteen years after Jerusalem fell, the hand of the LORD comes 
upon Ezekiel and carries him in visions to the land of Israel. There, on a very high mountain, he 
sees the framework of a city to the south, and a man whose appearance shines like bronze 
stands in a gateway with a measuring reed in his hand. After chapters of mourning for a temple 
defiled and abandoned, the prophet is shown a temple measured to perfection.

What follows is the longest sustained vision in the book: nine chapters of gates, courts, 
chambers, walls, and measurements. To the modern reader the detail can feel tedious, but to a 
people who had watched the glory depart and the house burn, every cubit preached a sermon. 
God was not finished. The dwelling He purposed for His people would be exact, ordered, holy, 
and secure.

We will study this vision as Scripture interprets itself. The careful measuring is not architecture 
for builders; it is a picture of the perfection and holiness of the dwelling God prepares, a 
dwelling He has fulfilled in Christ and in His church, where God now lives among His people. The 
wall that separates the holy from the common says plainly that those who draw near to God 
must be set apart.

We must also say plainly what this vision is not. It is not a blueprint for a future rebuilt stone 
temple in Jerusalem with restored animal sacrifices. That reading collides head-on with the 
once-for-all sacrifice of Christ. Our aim in this lesson is to measure the vision the way God 
measured it: as a revelation of His exacting holiness and the perfected house He is building, the 
church, of which we are living stones.

Group Discussion: Read Ezekiel 40:1–4 aloud, then walk slowly through the measuring of the 
eastern gate (40:5–16). Ask the class to picture the scene: a guide of shining bronze, a reed in his 
hand, careful measurement of every threshold and chamber. Discuss why God would give an 
exile such painstaking detail. Let the group voice the comfort it would bring to a people who had 
lost everything to see God lay out a house measured to perfection.

Personal Reflection: Sit with the truth that you, in Christ, are part of the temple this vision 
foreshadows (1 Corinthians 3:16–17). Ask yourself honestly whether your life reflects the 
holiness, order, and separation from the common that God’s exact measuring demands. Where 
has the wall between the holy and the profane grown thin in your own walk? Bring that to God 
in prayer.

Read Ezekiel 40:1–42:20

Study Questions



1. Ezekiel is set down on a very high mountain and shown the framework of a city (40:2). How 
does Scripture elsewhere use a high mountain and a city to picture God’s dwelling and reign 
(Isaiah 2:2–3; Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 21:10), and what does this setting tell us about the 
nature of the vision?

2. The man with the measuring reed tells Ezekiel to fix his attention and declare all he sees to 
the house of Israel (40:4). What in your own life would change if you truly believed God’s 
dwelling among His people is measured this carefully?

3. Why does God give such meticulous measurements of gates, courts, and chambers? What 
does the exactness itself teach about the character of the God who designs the dwelling 
(compare Exodus 25:9, 40, where the tabernacle was made by exact pattern)?

4. The eastern gate, the courts, and the chambers are all measured with painstaking care. 
Where in your worship and daily conduct are you tempted to treat as casual what God 
treats as exact?

5. The vision repeatedly emphasizes order and symmetry, every gate and chamber matching, 
every measurement deliberate. How does this ordered perfection reflect the God we serve, 
and how should it shape the way the church orders its worship and life (1 Corinthians 14:33, 
40)?



6. Consider the steps that lead up to the gates and courts (40:6, 22, 49). The worshiper must 
ascend to draw near. In what ways does drawing near to a holy God still cost you something, 
still require you to leave the lower ground behind?

7. The temple complex is surrounded by a wall to separate the holy from the common (42:20). 
What does this separation teach about holiness, and how is that same principle binding on 
the church as God’s set-apart people (2 Corinthians 6:16–18; 1 Peter 2:9)?

8. Where have you allowed the common and the holy to blur, treating the things of God as 
ordinary? What concrete step would rebuild that wall in your own heart this week?

9. Many today read these chapters as a literal future blueprint for a rebuilt temple in 
Jerusalem with reinstated animal sacrifices in a coming earthly millennium. Why must we 
reject that reading, and how does the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ make a return to animal 
offerings unthinkable (Hebrews 9:11–14; 10:1–18)? Show from Scripture that the true 
fulfillment of this measured house is Christ and His church, the temple in which God now 
dwells (1 Corinthians 3:16–17; Ephesians 2:19–22; 1 Peter 2:5).

10. If you are part of the temple God has been measuring across the ages, His own dwelling 
built of living stones, how will that identity govern your holiness, your worship, and your 
reverence in the week to come?

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: Exodus 25:9, the tabernacle built by the exact pattern God showed 
Moses; 1 Corinthians 3:16–17, you are God’s temple and His Spirit dwells in you; Ephesians 
2:19–22, built into a holy temple, a dwelling place for God by the Spirit; 1 Peter 2:5, living stones 
built into a spiritual house; Hebrews 12:22–24, you have come to Mount Zion, the heavenly 
Jerusalem.
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