The Book of Ezekiel, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 19: The Vision of the New Temple
Ezekiel 40:1-42:20

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Show that the meticulous measuring of the temple reveals God'’s exacting holiness and the
perfection of the dwelling He prepares for His people, not a literal architectural plan for a future
stone temple.

Lead the class to see that this measured house is fulfilled in Christ and in the church, where God
now dwells by His Spirit, so that holiness, order, and separation from the common become
marks of God’s living temple today.

Question 1
Student Question:

Ezekiel is set down on a very high mountain and shown the framework of a city (40:2). How does
Scripture elsewhere use a high mountain and a city to picture God'’s dwelling and reign (Isaiah
2:2-3; Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 21:10), and what does this setting tell us about the nature of
the vision?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The vision is dated to the twenty-fifth year of exile, the fourteenth year after the city was struck,
on the tenth day of the month, near the new year. After long silence about restoration, God
speaks again with hope.

The hand of the LORD comes upon Ezekiel and brings him in visions of God to the land of Israel,
the same prophetic transport language used when the glory departed in chapters 8-11. The God
who showed the judgment now shows the restoration.

He is set on a very high mountain with a city-like structure to the south. The high mountain
echoes the prophets’ picture of God's dwelling exalted above all (Isaiah 2:2; Micah 4:1).

The guide whose appearance is like bronze stands with a line of flax and a measuring reed. He
commands Ezekiel to look, hear, and set his heart, then declare all to the house of Israel. The
vision is given to be proclaimed, not merely admired.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The opening is not a builder’s commission but a revelation to be declared. This frames the
whole vision as prophetic message, not construction manual.



® The very high mountain signals the symbolic, elevated character of what follows, consistent
with how Scripture pictures God'’s dwelling and reign.

¢ Premillennial readers take this date and place as the launch of a literal future temple
program; the text instead presents a vision to comfort and instruct exiles about God's
purpose to dwell among a holy people.

Discussion Prompts

e Why does God repeatedly tell Ezekiel to set his heart and declare what he sees?

*  How does the very high mountain shape the way we read the vision?

e What hope would this opening bring to a people fourteen years removed from a burned
temple?

Question 2
Student Question:

The man with the measuring reed tells Ezekiel to fix his attention and declare all he sees to the
house of Israel (40:4). What in your own life would change if you truly believed God'’s dwelling
among His people is measured this carefully?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The man measures the wall surrounding the whole complex, then the eastern gate in exhaustive
detail: threshold, side rooms, posts, and porch. Every dimension is recorded.

The measuring reed is about ten feet, and the wall is one reed thick and one reed high, a
deliberate, complete boundary around the holy precinct.

The side rooms of the gate are uniform, the posts and porch carefully proportioned. The
symmetry is relentless and intentional.

This first gate sets the pattern. What God measures with such care He intends to be exactly as
He designs, nothing left to human improvisation.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* The exactness teaches the character of God: precise, ordered, and holy, not careless or
arbitrary in how He is approached.

e The pattern recalls Exodus 25:9 and 40, where the tabernacle was built strictly to the
pattern God showed. Worship is on God’s terms, not ours.

e The wall around the complex is the first hint of the great theme of separation between holy
and common that closes the section in 42:20.

Discussion Prompts



e What does the uniformity of the gate chambers say about God'’s design?
¢ How does measuring everything by one reed underscore God’s standard rather than ours?
¢ Where do we improvise in worship what God has measured exactly?

Question 3
Student Question:

Why does God give such meticulous measurements of gates, courts, and chambers? What does
the exactness itself teach about the character of the God who designs the dwelling (compare
Exodus 25:9, 40, where the tabernacle was made by exact pattern)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The guide brings Ezekiel into the outer court with its pavement and thirty chambers around the
perimeter. The court is measured a hundred cubits on each measured side.

The north and south gates are measured and found to match the eastern gate exactly. The
repetition drives home the order of the house.

Eight steps lead up to these gates, more than the lower entrances, picturing ascent as the
worshiper moves toward the holy center.

The threefold matching of the gates testifies that God’s dwelling has no flaw of design, no gate
greater or lesser than another in its ordered place.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® The rising steps picture the ascent required to draw near, the worshiper leaving lower
ground to approach the holy.

¢ The exact correspondence of the gates underscores a God of order, a principle Paul binds on
the church’s worship in 1 Corinthians 14:33 and 40.

* The outer court with its chambers shows space prepared for the service and gathering of
God'’s people, ordered and ample.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What does the ascent of steps teach about approaching God?
e Why does God make every gate match exactly?
¢ How should God’s love of order shape congregational worship?

Question 4
Student Question:

The eastern gate, the courts, and the chambers are all measured with painstaking care. Where in
your worship and daily conduct are you tempted to treat as casual what God treats as exact?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

The guide leads Ezekiel through the south, east, and north inner gates, each measured like the
outer gates and each opening into the inner court.

These inner gates also have side rooms, posts, and porches, measured with the same care as the
outer gates.

The inner gates have eight steps as well, marking a further ascent toward the inner court and
the house itself.

Palm tree carvings adorn the gate posts, a touch of beauty in the midst of exact measurement,
recalling Eden and the fruitfulness of God’s presence.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Theinner gates mark a movement deeper into holiness; the closer to the house, the more
set apart the space.

¢ The palm decorations connect the temple to the garden of God, suggesting that to dwell
with God is to return to the fruitful life He intended.

¢ The consistent measurements continue to teach that nothing about approaching God is left
to chance or human taste.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What does the movement from outer to inner court picture about nearness to God?
¢  Why might palm trees, recalling Eden, appear in a temple vision?
e How does growing nearness to God call for growing holiness in us?

Question 5
Student Question:

The vision repeatedly emphasizes order and symmetry, every gate and chamber matching, every
measurement deliberate. How does this ordered perfection reflect the God we serve, and how
should it shape the way the church orders its worship and life (1 Corinthians 14:33, 40)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chambers near the inner gates are designated for preparing offerings, with tables for
slaughtering the burnt offering, sin offering, and guilt offering.

Two chambers are set apart for the priests who keep charge of the house and of the altar, the
sons of Zadok who may come near to the LORD to minister.

The inner court is measured a hundred cubits square, a perfect square before the house, with
the altar standing before the temple.



These details belong to the symbolic vision cast in the language of the old economy, the only
worship vocabulary Ezekiel’s hearers knew, pointing forward to a greater priesthood and
sacrifice.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The tables and offerings are described in the categories of the Law because the vision
speaks to people under the old covenant; they foreshadow, they do not legislate a future
literal return to animal sacrifice.

e The perfect square of the inner court continues the theme of ordered perfection in God’s
dwelling.

¢ The sons of Zadok, the faithful priestly line, anticipate the truth that those who draw near to
God must be set apart and faithful, fully realized in Christ our High Priest (Hebrews 7:26-
28).

Discussion Prompts

e Why are the offerings described in the language of the Law?
e What does the perfect square of the inner court contribute to the theme of perfection?
¢ How does the faithful priesthood point us to Christ?

Question 6
Student Question:

Consider the steps that lead up to the gates and courts (40:6, 22, 49). The worshiper must ascend
to draw near. In what ways does drawing near to a holy God still cost you something, still require
you to leave the lower ground behind?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Ezekiel is brought to the porch of the temple itself, with its pillars and measured posts. Ten steps
lead up to it, the highest ascent yet.

The porch is the threshold of the holy house, the place just before the holy and most holy
chambers.

The pillars at the entrance recall Jachin and Boaz of Solomon’s temple, a deliberate echo of
continuity with God’s prior dwelling.

The ten steps mark the climax of the worshiper’s ascent, the nearest approach to the dwelling
place of God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



¢ The rising count of steps, from seven to eight to ten, charts a deliberate ascent into ever
holier ground.

¢ The pillars connect this vision to Solomon’s temple, signaling that God restores and perfects
what was lost, not merely replaces it.

e The porch as threshold prepares for the entry into the holy place described next, the heart
of the house.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What does the increasing number of steps teach across the vision?
¢ Why echo the pillars of Solomon’'s temple here?
e What does it mean that the nearest place to God required the highest ascent?

Question 7
Student Question:

The temple complex is surrounded by a wall to separate the holy from the common (42:20).
What does this separation teach about holiness, and how is that same principle binding on the
church as God'’s set-apart people (2 Corinthians 6:16-18; 1 Peter 2:9)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The guide measures the holy place, the nave of the temple, and then the inner room, the most
holy place, a perfect cube of twenty cubits each way.

He measures the entrance, the walls, and the side posts of the sanctuary with the same
exactness shown throughout.

When he reaches the most holy place, the guide declares, This is the most holy. It is the
innermost and holiest point of the entire complex.

The cube of the most holy place recalls the holy of holies in tabernacle and temple, and
anticipates the perfect cube of the heavenly city in Revelation 21:16.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* The most holy place is the goal toward which the whole ascending, measured vision moves,
the place of God’s nearest presence.

e |ts perfect cube shape links it to both the earthly holy of holies and the heavenly Jerusalem,
framing the vision within God's eternal dwelling purpose.

¢ Notably, no ark is mentioned; the focus is the presence of God Himself, soon to return in
chapter 43, rather than the furniture of the old house.

Discussion Prompts



¢ Why does the vision build toward the most holy place?
¢ What does the cube shape connect across Scripture?
e What is the significance of the ark’s absence?

Question 8
Student Question:

Where have you allowed the common and the holy to blur, treating the things of God as
ordinary? What concrete step would rebuild that wall in your own heart this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The side chambers built against the temple wall are measured, arranged in three stories with
widening offsets so that the beams rest on the wall without piercing it.

A raised platform surrounds the house, and a free space and separate building to the west are
measured.

The whole structure is set apart and protected, with careful provision for both the holiness of
the house and the service around it.

The architecture preserves the integrity of the sanctuary wall, picturing a holiness that is
supported but never compromised by what surrounds it.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The chambers serve the house without intruding into its holiness, a picture of service that
honors rather than encroaches on what is sacred.

e The raised platform lifts the house above its surroundings, again marking it as set apart and
exalted.

¢ The meticulous measuring continues to teach that God’s dwelling is ordered, secure, and
bounded against the common.

Discussion Prompts

¢ How do the side chambers serve the house without compromising its holiness?
*  What does the raised platform add to the theme of separation?
e How can our service to God honor His holiness rather than intrude on it?

Question 9
Student Question:

Many today read these chapters as a literal future blueprint for a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem
with reinstated animal sacrifices in a coming earthly millennium. Why must we reject that
reading, and how does the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ make a return to animal offerings



unthinkable (Hebrews 9:11-14; 10:1-18)? Show from Scripture that the true fulfillment of this
measured house is Christ and His church, the temple in which God now dwells (1 Corinthians
3:16-17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5).

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The interior is paneled with wood and carved throughout with cherubim and palm trees, each
cherub having two faces, a man’s and a lion’s, turned toward the palms.

A wooden altar before the most holy place is described as the table that is before the LORD.

The doors of the temple and the holy place are double doors, carved like the walls with
cherubim and palms.

The cherubim and palms cover the house with the imagery of Eden and the throne, marking it as
the meeting place of God and a redeemed people.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The cherubim recall the guardians of Eden and the throne of God, framing the temple as the
restored place of God's presence with man.

e The palm trees again evoke the garden, picturing the fruitful life found in God’s dwelling.

¢ The table before the LORD points to fellowship in His presence, ultimately fulfilled at the
Lord’s table where the church communes with Christ.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What do the cherubim and palms together signify?
¢ How does the temple imagery recall Eden?
¢ How does the table before the LORD anticipate fellowship with God in Christ?

Question 10
Student Question:

If you are part of the temple God has been measuring across the ages, His own dwelling built of
living stones, how will that identity govern your holiness, your worship, and your reverence in the
week to come?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The guide measures the chambers in the inner court reserved for the priests, where they eat the
most holy offerings and store the holy garments, set apart from the people.

These chambers ensure that what is holy is not carried out among the people in a way that
profanes it; the priests must change garments before going out to the people.



Finally the guide measures the outer dimensions of the whole comple, five hundred reeds on
each side, a perfect square.

The vision closes with the stated purpose of the surrounding wall: to make a separation
between the holy and the common.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The priests’ chambers and the change of garments dramatize that holiness must not be
casually mingled with the common, a principle binding on God’s set-apart people in every
age.

® The perfect outer square completes the picture of a flawlessly ordered dwelling, measured
on every side.

¢ The closing statement, a wall to separate the holy from the common (42:20), is the
interpretive key to the whole vision: God prepares a holy dwelling for a holy people, fulfilled
in the church that He calls to be separate (2 Corinthians 6:16-18).

Discussion Prompts

e Why must the priests change garments before going out to the people?
¢ What does the closing wall of separation teach about holiness?
¢ How is the church called to that same separation from the common today?



