
The Book of Ezekiel
Lesson 18: Gog and Magog: The Defeat of the Enemy -- Ezekiel 38:1–39:29

Chapters 38 and 39 form a single great oracle against Gog of the land of Magog, a shadowy 
figure summoned from the remote north at the head of a vast coalition of peoples. After the 
promises of resurrection and restoration in chapter 37, this oracle shows that God’s restored 
people will yet face a massed and terrible enemy.

The picture is deliberately sweeping and symbolic. Gog comes like a cloud covering the land, 
gathering nations from the far corners of the earth to fall upon a people dwelling in unwalled 
security. The scene portrays the final assembling of all the foes of God’s people for one last 
assault.

Yet the outcome is never in doubt. The LORD Himself draws Gog out, sets His face against him, 
and overthrows him utterly on the mountains of His land. The victory is God’s alone, and its 
purpose is that the nations and His own people may know that He is the LORD, holy and 
supreme.

We read Gog and Magog not as a coded map of present-day nations or a timetable for a future 
Middle Eastern war, but as a portrait of God’s certain and decisive triumph over every enemy of 
His people. The same imagery is taken up symbolically in Revelation 20:8, where Gog and Magog 
stand for the gathered hostility of the world against the saints, crushed by the judgment of God.

Group Discussion: As a class, work through the great movement of these chapters, the 
gathering of Gog and his hordes against God’s secure people and the total overthrow that God 
brings upon them. Discuss why this oracle is best read as a symbolic portrait of God defeating 
the massed enemies of His people, and consider the dangers of treating it as a coded forecast of 
modern wars or as material for date-setting about the end of the world.

Personal Reflection: Consider where you are tempted to fear the enemies of God’s people, 
whether persecution, hostile powers, or the pressures of a world set against the faith. Lay those 
fears before the LORD who overthrew Gog, and rest in His promise that no gathered host can 
finally stand against Him or against those who are His. Ask Him to fix your confidence on His 
certain victory rather than on the shifting alarms of the age.

Read Ezekiel 38:1–39:29

Study Questions

1. The LORD says to Gog, I am against you, and I will turn you about and bring you forth (38:2–
4). What does it mean that God Himself draws out the enemy who comes against His 



people, and how does this assure us that even the assaults of the wicked serve God’s 
purposes?

2. When have you felt surrounded or outmatched by forces hostile to your faith, and how does 
the truth that God remains sovereign even over His enemies steady your heart?

3. Gog is pictured coming against a people dwelling securely, a land of unwalled villages, quiet 
and at peace (38:8–11). Why does the LORD allow His secure people to be threatened, and 
what does He intend to display through their deliverance?

4. Where in your life has a season of peace been disturbed by sudden opposition, and how 
might God use even that to make His own power and faithfulness known?

5. When Gog advances, the LORD declares, My wrath will be roused, and I will summon a 
sword against him, and I will enter into judgment with him (38:18–22). How does this scene 
teach the certainty and thoroughness of God’s judgment against those who set themselves 
against His people?

6. How does the certainty of God’s judgment against His enemies give you courage to stand 
firm rather than to compromise under pressure?



7. After the overthrow, the LORD declares, I will set my glory among the nations, and all the 
nations shall see my judgment, and the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their 
God (39:21–22). Why is the vindication of God’s holy name the central purpose of this whole 
oracle?

8. In what ways does your own deliverance from trouble move you to give God the glory and 
to make His name known rather than crediting your own strength?

9. Many have tried to read Gog, Magog, Meshech, and Tubal as a coded map of present-day 
nations and to use these chapters as a timetable for a coming Middle Eastern war, fixing 
dates and reading the newspaper into the prophecy. Working carefully through the 
sweeping and symbolic character of this oracle, the remote northern enemy, the gathered 
hordes from the corners of the earth, the cosmic upheaval, and the way Revelation 20:8 
takes up Gog and Magog as a symbol of the world’s massed hostility crushed by God, explain 
why we read these chapters as a portrait of God’s certain victory over every foe of His 
people rather than as a geopolitical forecast. Why is such sensationalist end-times 
speculation and date-setting both unfaithful to the text and harmful to the faith, and what is 
the abiding message God means His people to carry away?

10. Having studied the rise and ruin of Gog, how will the certainty of God’s decisive victory over 
every enemy, the vindication of His holy name, and the security of His people shape the way 
you face hostility, resist fear, and rest in the LORD who reigns?

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Revelation 20:8–9, Gog and Magog gathered for battle against the 
saints, consumed by fire from heaven; Psalm 2:1–6, the nations rage in vain against the LORD 



and His Anointed; Romans 8:31, if God is for us, who can be against us; 2 Thessalonians 1:6–10, 
God repays affliction to those who afflict His people when Christ is revealed; Isaiah 54:17, no 
weapon formed against God’s people shall prosper
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