
The Book of Ezekiel, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 5: The Exile’s Baggage and False Visions

Ezekiel 12:1–14:23

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

What is doctrinally at stake in these chapters is the certainty and timeliness of God’s word and 
the personal accountability of every soul before Him. Through the sign of the exile’s baggage, 
God shows that His judgment is not an empty threat that may quietly expire; it is sure and near. 
Against the cynical proverb that every vision fails, God insists that none of His words will be 
delayed. The teacher should press the danger of treating God’s warnings as future and 
theoretical, when they call for present repentance. This is also a sober rebuke of false teaching: 
those who cry Peace when there is no peace and whitewash a crumbling wall are not harmless 
optimists but soul-endangering deceivers, which underscores the abiding duty to preach the 
whole counsel of God faithfully even when it stings.

The lesson aims at the heart, where the real idolatry lived. God says the elders had set up their 
idols in their hearts and then came to seek Him as if nothing were wrong. The teacher should 
help students see that idolatry is not chiefly about carved statues but about misplaced trust and 
divided affection, and that God will not be sought with half a heart. The startling word that God 
answers a man according to the multitude of his idols warns that a divided heart receives a 
divided answer; God may let a person have the very thing he has chosen over Him. This calls 
every student to honest self-examination and wholehearted repentance.

Finally, the teacher should draw out the gospel pointer in Ezekiel 14:12–23. Even Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, three of the most righteous men imaginable, could deliver only their own souls by their 
righteousness; they could not save the guilty around them. This dismantles every hope of being 
saved by another mere human’s goodness, by ancestry, or by association, and it presses 
students toward the one Mediator, Jesus Christ, whose righteousness alone is reckoned to those 
who obey Him. Each person stands or falls before God on his own response to God’s word, 
which is why the call to personal faith, repentance, and obedience is so urgent.

Question 1

Student Question:

In Ezekiel 12:1–16 God commands Ezekiel to pack an exile’s baggage and dig through the wall as 
a sign to a rebellious house that has eyes but does not see. What does this sign-act reveal about 
the certainty of God’s judgment and the seriousness of a people who hear the truth yet refuse to 
perceive it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Ezekiel 12 opens with God’s diagnosis of the exiles: they are a rebellious house, which has eyes 
to see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not hear (12:2). The problem is not a lack of 
information but a refusal to perceive. They had the prophets, the law, and the evidence of their 
own captivity, yet they would not let the truth land on their consciences. So God moves from 
words to action.

He commands Ezekiel to prepare baggage for exile and to carry it out in their sight, by day and 
by night, digging through the wall and going out with his face covered (12:3–7). Every detail is a 
sermon. The baggage is the meager bundle of a refugee. The digging through the wall pictures 
those who would try to flee Jerusalem secretly. The covered face foreshadows the prince 
Zedekiah, who would be captured, blinded, and carried to Babylon, where he would die without 
seeing the land (12:12–13). The sign was acted out before it was explained, so the people could 
not miss its weight.

God states the purpose plainly: that they may know that I am the LORD (12:15–16). The aim of 
judgment is not mere destruction but recognition, that a stubborn people and the nations would 
finally know who God is. A small remnant would be spared to confess the abominations that 
brought all this about. Even in judgment, God works toward knowledge of Himself.

For us the warning is sharp. It is possible to sit under the truth, even to enjoy it as religious 
entertainment, and still not see. God sometimes presses His word past our defenses with vivid, 
undeniable means, because He desires that we perceive before the day of reckoning arrives, not 
after.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s judgment on Jerusalem was certain and near, not an idle threat.
 A rebellious people can have eyes and ears yet refuse to perceive the truth.
 The sign of the baggage made the coming exile vivid and undeniable.
 The covered face pointed to Zedekiah’s capture, blinding, and exile.
 The purpose of judgment is that people may know that He is the LORD.

Discussion Prompts

 Why does God move from spoken words to an acted sign in this chapter?
 What does it mean to have eyes that see yet not perceive?
 How does this passage show that the aim of judgment is knowledge of God?

Question 2

Student Question:

Ezekiel was told the people have eyes to see but do not see, and ears to hear but do not hear 
(Ezekiel 12:2). Where in your own life are you hearing God’s word without truly perceiving it or 
letting it change how you live?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

The sign of the baggage was meant to break through eyes that see but do not perceive (12:2). 
The personal danger is exactly the same for us. We can read, hear, and even agree with God’s 
word while keeping it at a comfortable distance from our actual choices. Hearing without 
perceiving is one of the quietest and most common sins of the religious heart.

Notice that God did not give the exiles a new revelation; He gave them the same truth in a form 
they could not ignore. Often the issue in our own lives is not that we need more teaching but 
that we have not obeyed the teaching we already have. The gap is not in our knowledge but in 
our perception, the willingness to let truth become personal.

Honest self-examination asks where the disconnect lies. Where do I nod at a sermon and then 
live as though I never heard it? Where have I learned to admire the truth without being changed 
by it? The God who acted out a sermon in the streets of Babylon still longs for His people to 
perceive, not merely to hear.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 It is possible to hear God’s word without truly perceiving it.
 We often need obedience to known truth, not more information.
 Religious familiarity can dull us to the very word we admire.
 Self-examination exposes the gap between hearing and doing.

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you hearing God’s word without letting it change you?
 What known truth have you not yet obeyed?
 How can you close the gap between hearing and perceiving this week?

Question 3

Student Question:

In Ezekiel 12:21–28 God confronts the proverb The days are prolonged, and every vision fails, 
declaring that none of His words will be delayed any longer. What does this teach about the 
certainty and timeliness of God’s word, and why is it dangerous to assume His warnings apply 
only to a far-off time?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

In Ezekiel 12:21–28 God confronts two popular sayings. The first was a proverb in Israel: The 
days are prolonged, and every vision fails (12:22). It expressed a weary cynicism, the assumption 
that prophets keep warning and nothing ever happens. God answers by abolishing the proverb 
and declaring, The days are at hand, and the fulfillment of every vision (12:23). His word would 
no longer be put off.



The second saying came from those who admitted Ezekiel saw true visions but insisted they 
were for many years from now, for times far off (12:27). This is more subtle than outright denial. 
They granted the truth of the word while pushing its relevance into a distant future where it 
could not disturb them. God replies, None of My words will be delayed any longer; the word 
that I speak will be performed (12:25, 28).

The principle is timeless. God’s warnings are not theoretical statements about a far horizon; 
they are addressed to the present conscience. To say I will deal with that later is to repeat the 
very error these exiles made. The certainty and the nearness of God’s word belong together, 
and both demand a response now.

This guards us against a deadly complacency. Because judgment was delayed, the people 
assumed it would never come. Peter warns of scoffers who reason the same way (2 Peter 3:3–
9), forgetting that God’s patience is meant to lead to repentance, not to license. Delay is mercy, 
not proof that the word will fail.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The proverb every vision fails expressed cynical unbelief in God’s word.
 God abolished the proverb and declared His word would now be fulfilled.
 Pushing God’s warnings into a far-off time is a subtle form of unbelief.
 None of God’s words will be delayed; His word will be performed.
 Delay in judgment is mercy meant to lead to repentance, not license.

Discussion Prompts

 How do people today repeat the proverb that God’s warnings never come true?
 Why is it dangerous to treat God’s word as applying only to the future?
 How does God’s patience differ from God’s word failing?

Question 4

Student Question:

The people assumed God’s word concerned a distant future and so felt safe (Ezekiel 12:27). What 
warnings or commands of God have you quietly filed away as something to deal with later, and 
what would it mean to take them seriously today?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The exiles felt safe because they had filed God’s word under someday, not now (12:27). We do 
the same. We hear a clear call to forgive, to repent, to be reconciled, to set our house in order, 
and we quietly answer, later. The word is true; it simply has not become urgent. That is precisely 
the trap these chapters expose.



Procrastination with God is not neutral; it is a decision. Every later is a no for today. The exiles 
were not openly rebelling against the vision; they were merely postponing it, and that 
postponement hardened them. The same delay that feels harmless is the very thing that lets sin 
settle in and conviction grow cold.

The remedy is to treat God’s word as addressed to this week, this conversation, this heart. What 
command have you been admiring at a distance? The honest disciple drags the someday 
warning into today and acts on it while it is still called today (Hebrews 3:13).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 We often shelve God’s commands as something to obey later.
 Postponing obedience is itself a decision against God for today.
 Delay hardens the heart and cools conviction.
 God’s word is meant to be obeyed today, not someday.

Discussion Prompts

 What command of God have you filed away to deal with later?
 How does delay quietly harden the heart?
 What is one obedience you can stop postponing today?

Question 5

Student Question:

In Ezekiel 13:1–16 God condemns prophets who say Peace when there is no peace and who 
whitewash a flimsy wall. What does this expose about the danger of false teachers who comfort 
people in their sin, and how does it underline the duty to speak God’s true word even when it is 
unwelcome?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Ezekiel 13 turns to the false prophets who prophesy out of their own hearts and follow their 
own spirit, having seen nothing (13:2–3). They claimed Thus says the LORD when the LORD had 
not sent them (13:6–7). The root sin was speaking in God’s name what God had not spoken, 
manufacturing a message that flattered rather than warned.

God gives a memorable image. The people had built a flimsy wall, and the false prophets came 
along and daubed it with whitewash, making it look solid and finished (13:10–12). But a wall is 
only as strong as its foundation, not its paint. God says He will send a flooding rain, great 
hailstones, and a stormy wind, and the wall will fall, and the whitewashers with it (13:11–15). 
Cosmetic religion cannot survive the storm of God’s judgment.

Worst of all was their message: Peace, when there is no peace (13:10, 16). They soothed people 
who needed to be shaken. To tell a sinner all is well when he stands under judgment is not 



kindness but cruelty, for it leaves him unprepared and unrepentant. The verses also rebuke false 
prophetesses who hunted souls with charms and lies (13:17–23), preying on the vulnerable.

The abiding lesson is the solemn duty to speak God’s true word, not a comfortable counterfeit. 
Teachers and preachers will give account for whether they whitewashed crumbling walls or built 
on the solid foundation of God’s revealed truth (James 3:1). Faithfulness, not popularity, is the 
measure.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 False prophets spoke their own message and claimed it came from God.
 Whitewashing a flimsy wall pictures cosmetic religion that cannot stand.
 Crying Peace when there is no peace leaves sinners unprepared for judgment.
 God will bring a storm that exposes and topples false assurance.
 Faithful teachers must speak God’s true word, not a flattering counterfeit.

Discussion Prompts

 What made the false prophets’ message so dangerous?
 How does whitewashing a wall picture false religious assurance?
 Why is it cruel rather than kind to tell sinners Peace when there is none?

Question 6

Student Question:

The false prophets cried Peace, peace, when there was no peace (Ezekiel 13:10). When are you 
tempted to prefer comforting words over true ones, either in what you say to others or in what 
you long to hear about yourself?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The false prophets succeeded because people wanted to be comforted more than they wanted 
to be told the truth (13:10). That same appetite lives in us. We are drawn to voices that affirm us 
and uneasy with voices that correct us, and we can carry that preference into how we read 
Scripture and choose our teachers.

Paul foretold a time when people would not endure sound doctrine but would gather teachers 
to suit their own desires, turning from truth to myths (2 Timothy 4:3–4). The danger is not only 
in the deceiver but in the audience that craves deception. A heart that wants Peace, peace will 
find someone willing to say it.

Honest discipleship welcomes the word that wounds in order to heal (Proverbs 27:6). Ask 
whether you seek out correction or only comfort, whether you measure a teaching by whether 
it is true or by whether it is pleasant. The same courage that should mark the preacher should 
mark the listener who is willing to hear hard things.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 We are naturally drawn to comforting words over true ones.
 A craving for flattery makes us easy prey for false teachers.
 Sound discipleship welcomes correction, not only comfort.
 Truth, not pleasantness, is the right measure of a teaching.

Discussion Prompts

 When are you tempted to prefer comfort over truth?
 How can a craving for affirmation make you vulnerable to error?
 How do you respond when God’s word wounds in order to heal?

Question 7

Student Question:

In Ezekiel 14:1–11 certain elders come to seek the LORD, yet God says they have set up their idols 
in their hearts, and He will answer them according to the multitude of their idols. What does it 
mean that God answers a person according to the idols of his heart, and what does this reveal 
about the futility of seeking God with a divided heart?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Ezekiel 14 reaches the heart of the matter. Certain elders of Israel come and sit before Ezekiel as 
though to inquire of the LORD (14:1). Outwardly it looks like devotion. But God exposes the 
truth: these men have taken their idols into their hearts and set the stumbling block of their 
iniquity before their faces (14:3). The idols were not only in the temple; they were enthroned in 
the affections.

God refuses to be sought on such terms. He declares that He will answer the one who comes 
with idols in his heart according to the multitude of his idols (14:4–5). This is a sobering form of 
judgment: God lets a divided heart have what it has chosen. He gives the idolater an answer 
shaped by his idols, that He may lay hold of the house of Israel in their own heart and recover 
them, or expose them.

The call that follows is unmistakable: Repent and turn yourselves from your idols, and turn away 
your faces from all your abominations (14:6). God does not want half a heart dressed up as 
worship. He wants a people who turn from their idols to seek Him truly. The prophet who is 
enticed to give a false answer to such a heart will himself be judged (14:9–10), for God holds 
both deceiver and idolater accountable.

Idolatry, then, is fundamentally a matter of the heart, of trust and supreme love directed 
somewhere other than God. This is why the call is not merely to remove statues but to repent, 



to turn the affections back to the LORD alone. A heart full of idols cannot truly seek the God who 
will not share His throne.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The elders sought God outwardly while harboring idols in their hearts.
 Idolatry is chiefly a matter of misplaced trust and supreme affection.
 God answers the divided heart according to its own idols.
 God will not be sought with half a heart dressed up as worship.
 The remedy is genuine repentance, turning the affections back to God.

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean to set up idols in the heart?
 Why does God answer a person according to the multitude of his idols?
 What does true repentance from heart-idolatry look like?

Question 8

Student Question:

God exposed idols that were set up in the heart, not only in the temple (Ezekiel 14:3–5). What 
competing loyalty have you carried into your worship, and what would genuine repentance 
toward God look like in that area?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The elders carried their idols right into the place of worship (14:3–5). We are prone to the same 
self-deception, coming before God while a rival loyalty quietly rules us. The idol may be money, 
reputation, a relationship, security, control, or our own comfort, anything we trust or treasure 
above God while still going through the motions of seeking Him.

God’s refusal to be sought on such terms is mercy, not harshness. By answering us according to 
our idols, He forces the hidden thing into the open so we can see it and turn from it. He loves us 
too much to accept a divided heart and call it worship. Until the idol is named, repentance 
cannot begin.

So the personal work is honest naming. What competes with God for first place in your trust and 
affection? Bring it into the light, confess it, and turn from it. The God who exposed the idols of 
the elders does so still, not to shame us but to recover us, that we might seek Him with an 
undivided heart (Psalm 86:11).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 We can worship outwardly while a rival loyalty rules the heart.
 God exposes our idols in mercy, to recover us, not merely to condemn.



 Repentance cannot begin until the idol is honestly named.
 God seeks worshipers with an undivided heart.

Discussion Prompts

 What competing loyalty have you carried into your worship of God?
 How is God’s exposing of our idols an act of mercy?
 What idol do you need to name and turn from this week?

Question 9

Student Question:

In Ezekiel 14:12–23 God declares that even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in the land, their 
righteousness would deliver only their own souls and not the guilty around them. Drawing the 
whole passage together, what does this teach about personal accountability before God, the 
impossibility of borrowing another’s righteousness, and how it points us to the one Mediator 
whose righteousness alone can save?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Ezekiel 14:12–23 brings the section to its weighty climax. God declares that if a land sins 
grievously and He stretches out His hand against it, then even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, 
they would deliver only their own souls by their righteousness (14:14, 20). These three were 
proverbial for godliness, men who walked with God in dark times. Yet not even their 
righteousness could rescue the guilty around them.

The point is personal accountability. Under God’s just judgment, no one can be saved by 
another mere human’s goodness, not by ancestry, not by association with the righteous, not by 
belonging to a holy nation. Each soul answers for itself. This is the same truth Ezekiel will state 
plainly in chapter 18: the soul who sins shall die, and the son shall not bear the guilt of the 
father (18:20). There is no inherited guilt and no borrowed righteousness among men.

Yet the passage does not end in despair, and neither should we. The very fact that no human 
righteousness can save the guilty drives us to the one Mediator whose righteousness can. 
Where Noah, Daniel, and Job could save only themselves, Jesus Christ, the one righteous Man, 
gave Himself for the unrighteous (1 Peter 3:18) and is able to save completely those who come 
to God through Him (Hebrews 7:25). His righteousness, unlike theirs, is reckoned to all who obey 
Him.

God closes with a note of mercy: a remnant would be brought out, survivors whose conduct 
would justify what God had done and console those in exile (14:22–23). Even in judgment, God 
preserves and instructs, that His people may know He has not acted without cause and that His 
ultimate aim is their recovery.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Even the most righteous men could deliver only their own souls.
 There is no inherited guilt and no borrowed righteousness among men.
 Each soul stands or falls before God on its own response.
 The need for a saving righteousness points to the one Mediator, Christ.
 God preserves a remnant even in judgment, aiming at His people’s recovery.

Discussion Prompts

 Why could even Noah, Daniel, and Job deliver only themselves?
 How does this passage establish personal accountability before God?
 How does the failure of human righteousness point us to Christ?

Question 10

Student Question:

Looking back across these three chapters, name one specific way the God who means every word 
He speaks and who sees the idols of the heart is calling you to repent and respond this week.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Standing back from the whole passage, we see a God who means every word He speaks and 
who sees straight into the heart. The sign of the baggage, the abolished proverb, the toppled 
whitewashed wall, and the exposed idols all converge on one summons: do not put off God, and 
do not seek Him with a divided heart. His word is certain, near, and addressed to you now.

The personal call is twofold. First, take God’s warnings seriously today rather than filing them 
under someday; His patience is an invitation to repent, not a proof that He will never act. 
Second, let Him search your heart for hidden idols, the loves and trusts that quietly compete 
with Him, and turn from them to seek Him wholly. Half-hearted religion is exposed in these 
chapters as no religion at all.

Finally, rest your hope where these chapters point it, not in your own goodness or anyone 
else’s, but in the one righteous Savior. Noah, Daniel, and Job could save only themselves; Christ 
saves all who come to God through Him in obedient faith. The right response this week is honest 
repentance, wholehearted seeking, and renewed trust in the Mediator whose word will surely 
be performed.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God means every word He speaks; His word is certain and near.
 The heart’s hidden idols must be exposed and forsaken.
 Procrastination and a divided heart are exposed as unbelief.
 Salvation rests on Christ’s righteousness, not our own or another’s.



 The fitting response is repentance, wholehearted seeking, and trust.

Discussion Prompts

 What has this study shown you about the certainty of God’s word?
 Where is God calling you to undivided seeking this week?
 How will you respond in repentance and renewed trust in Christ?


