
The Book of Ezekiel
Lesson 2: The Siege of Jerusalem Acted Out -- Ezekiel 4:1–5:17

There is something almost theatrical, and deeply unsettling, about a grown man scratching the 
outline of a city onto a clay brick and then laying siege to it with toy ramps and battering rams, 
like a child at play. But Ezekiel is not playing. God has just commissioned him as a watchman, 
and now He hands him a script that no preacher would ever choose. Before Ezekiel says much of 
anything, he must do something. He must turn his own body and a few household objects into a 
living, breathing sermon about the doom hanging over Jerusalem. The exiles by the Chebar are 
about to watch their prophet act out the death of their city.

We are not used to messages delivered this way. We expect sermons in words, arguments we 
can weigh, ideas we can debate at a comfortable distance. But God knew that words alone 
would slide right off the hardened hearts of His people. So He told Ezekiel to pick up a brick, to 
lie bound on his side for more than a year, to weigh out starvation rations and cook them over 
fuel that turned the stomach, and finally to shave his head and beard and scatter the hair to the 
wind. These are not the antics of a madman. They are the burning, embodied warnings of a God 
who is determined to make His people see what they refuse to hear.

Behind every strange action lies a single, sobering truth: judgment is coming, and it is certain. 
The brick says the siege will happen. The iron pan set between the prophet and the city says 
God Himself has set His face against Jerusalem like a wall of iron. The days counted out on 
Ezekiel’s side say the years of iniquity have been tallied. The meager bread and fouled fuel say 
famine so severe that people will eat in horror and waste away. The shaved hair, divided into 
thirds, says that sword, famine, and scattering will fall, and only a tiny remnant will survive. God 
is not bluffing.

And yet, woven all through this terrifying drama is the heart of a holy God who would far rather 
warn than destroy. He explains Himself plainly in chapter five: this is Jerusalem, set in the midst 
of the nations to display His glory, and she has rebelled against His judgments more wickedly 
than the pagans around her. The judgment is not arbitrary cruelty; it is the just response of a 
holy God to persistent, defiant sin. This is where our lesson takes us: into the sobering certainty 
of God’s judgment, the perfect justice behind it, and the mercy of a God who acts out the 
consequences of sin so plainly that no one need be caught unaware.

Group Discussion: God commanded Ezekiel to dramatize the coming judgment through strange 
and costly sign-acts because mere words would not pierce hardened hearts. Why do people so 
easily ignore warnings about the consequences of sin, and what does the seriousness of these 
sign-acts teach us about how God views unrepentant rebellion?

Personal Reflection: These chapters press the certainty and justice of God’s judgment on sin. 
Where in your own life have you been treating a warning from God’s word lightly, assuming the 



consequences will never really come? What would it look like this week to take that warning as 
seriously as God clearly intends?

Read Ezekiel 4:1–5:17

Study Questions

1. Ezekiel was commanded to act out the siege of Jerusalem with a brick, an iron pan, and his 
own body. What do these sign-acts reveal about the certainty of God’s judgment and the 
seriousness with which He regards sin?

2. God used dramatic, embodied warnings because words alone were being ignored. Where 
might God be using more than words, perhaps circumstances or consequences, to get your 
attention about something in your life?

3. The iron pan set between Ezekiel and the city pictured God setting His face against 
Jerusalem. What does this image teach us about the reality that a holy God genuinely 
opposes persistent, unrepentant sin?

4. Ezekiel bore the iniquity of the people by lying on his side for many days. How does this 
picture of bearing the weight of others’ sin stir you to intercede for and warn those around 
you who are in danger?

5. God explained that Jerusalem was judged because she rebelled against His ways more 
wickedly than the nations around her, having received greater light. What does this teach us 
about the greater accountability that comes with greater knowledge of God’s truth?



6. The defiled bread and meager rations pictured the suffering that sin brings. When have you 
seen sin promise satisfaction but deliver only emptiness, scarcity, and ruin in your own 
experience or in others’ lives?

7. God divided the shaved hair into thirds for sword, famine, and scattering, yet bound a few 
hairs in His garment. What does this preservation of a small remnant teach us about God’s 
faithfulness and mercy even in the midst of severe judgment?

8. These chapters are heavy with warning. How can you let the certainty of God’s judgment 
produce in you not despair, but a deeper urgency to repent, to live faithfully, and to warn 
others in love?

9. The judgment on Jerusalem displays the perfect justice and holiness of God, the same 
character that required the cross, where Christ bore the judgment our sin deserved. How 
does seeing the seriousness of judgment here deepen your gratitude for what Jesus 
endured in our place?

10. Looking back across these sign-acts and the judgment they portray, name one specific way 
the Lord is using this passage to make you more like Jesus, whether in sober reverence for 
God’s holiness, in urgency to warn others, or in gratitude for the salvation purchased at the 
cross.

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: Reflect on these passages: Ezekiel 18:20, the soul that sins shall die, 
guilt belongs to each by his own sin; Amos 3:2, those who have known God most are held to 
greater account; Luke 12:47–48, to whom much is given, much is required; Romans 2:4–5, God’s 
goodness leads to repentance, but a hard heart stores up wrath; 2 Corinthians 5:21, Christ was 
made sin for us so that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
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