The Book of Exodus

Lesson 8: The Exodus and the Feast of Unleavened Bread -- Exodus 12:31-
13:22

It is the middle of the night, and Egypt is filled with the sound of weeping. In house after house,
from the palace of Pharaoh to the cell of the prisoner, a firstborn son lies dead. The land that
built itself on the suffering of slaves has finally met a power greater than its own. And now the
man who hardened his heart against God ten times over breaks. Pharaoh summons Moses and
Aaron in the dark and says, in effect, the thing he swore he would never say: Get out. Take your
people, take your flocks, take everything, and go. Bless me as you leave. After four hundred
years, the door of the prison house swings open, and it opens at midnight.

Watch how fast it all moves now. The Israelites do not have time to let their bread rise. They
throw the dough over their shoulders, kneading bowls and all, and they walk out of Egyptin a
hurry, a great mixed multitude, around six hundred thousand men besides women and children.
They leave not as runaway slaves slinking off in shame but as an army marching out with their
heads high, carrying the silver and gold of Egypt, plunder freely given. The text pauses to mark
the moment precisely: four hundred and thirty years to the very day. God is not improvising. He
has been keeping a calendar the whole time you thought He had forgotten.

But the most striking thing about these chapters is not the speed of the departure. It is that God
stops the whole exodus to give instructions about remembering. Before Israel has gone a single
mile, God is already telling them how to keep this night alive for their grandchildren. Eat
unleavened bread for seven days. Consecrate every firstborn to Me. When your child asks years
from now, What does this mean, tell him the story. God knows something about us that we are
slow to learn: that a people who forget where they came from will forget who they belong to.
Redemption that is never remembered slowly becomes redemption that is no longer believed.

And then, as Israel sets out into a trackless wilderness, God does the tenderest thing of all. He
goes with them. A pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, a visible promise that the
God who heard their groaning will not now abandon them in the desert. He does not hand them
a map and wish them well. He walks in front of them. There are seasons in your own life when
the way ahead is dark and you have no idea where the next step leads. Hold on to this picture.
The God who redeemed you at terrible cost has no intention of leaving you to find your own
way. He still goes before His people, by cloud and by fire, all the way home.

Group Discussion: God deliberately stopped the exodus to give Israel ways of remembering
what He had done. Why is remembering what God has done so central to staying faithful to
Him, and what happens to a people, or a person, who stops remembering?



Personal Reflection: God told Israel to put the leaven out of their houses, a picture the New
Testament later uses for putting sin out of our lives. What is one specific bit of leaven, some sin
you have quietly tolerated, that God is calling you to clean out so that your life is marked by
sincerity and truth?

Read Exodus 12:31-13:22

Study Questions

1. Read 12:31-36. After ten plagues and a night of death, Pharaoh finally releases Israel, and
the Egyptians press their treasures on them. What does this sudden, total reversal reveal
about God’s power over the most stubborn human resistance, and about His ability to keep
the promise He made to Abraham that his descendants would come out with great
possessions (Genesis 15:14)?

2. Israel walked out of Egypt carrying dough that had no time to rise, leaving in haste at God’s
word. When God finally opens a door in your life, are you ready to walk through it promptly,
or do you tend to hesitate and negotiate? What makes obedience hard for you when the
moment finally comes?

3. Read 12:37-42. Moses records that Israel left exactly four hundred and thirty years to the
day, calling it a night of watching kept to the LORD. What does this precise timing teach
about God'’s faithfulness to His own word, even across centuries that must have felt to Israel
like silence?

4. The exodus became the defining memory of Israel, the story they told their children for
generations. What are the defining stories of God'’s faithfulness in your own life that you
most need to keep telling, and who in your family or church needs to hear them from you?



Read 12:43-51. God gave careful rules about who could share the Passover, requiring that
even the foreigner be circumcised to belong. What does this teach about the holiness of
God’s redeemed community and about the truth that belonging to God’s people has always
come on God’s terms, not ours?

God commanded Israel to clear all leaven from their homes for seven days. Leaven works
quietly, spreading through the whole lump. Where is sin working quietly in your life right
now, small and hidden but spreading, and what would it cost you to deal with it honestly?

Read 13:1-10. God claimed every firstborn as His own and tied the Feast of Unleavened
Bread to teaching the next generation. Why does God so consistently link His acts of
redemption to a command to remember and to teach, and what does that tell us about the
danger of an unremembered faith?

God said this feast should be like a sign on your hand and a memorial between your eyes, so
that God'’s instruction would shape everything Israel touched and saw. What practical
rhythms keep God’s word in front of you day by day, and where have those rhythms grown
thin?

Read 13:11-16 with 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 and Colossians 2:16-17. The consecration of the
firstborn and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were part of the Old Covenant given through
Moses, shadows that pointed forward to Christ, our Passover lamb. How does the New
Testament free us from keeping these feasts as law while still calling us to live as a
redeemed people, cleansed of the old leaven and devoted wholly to God?



10. Read 13:17-22. God led Israel by a longer road and went before them in cloud and fire,
never leaving them. Look back across this whole passage, from the midnight release to the
guiding pillar. Name one specific way God is teaching you to trust His leading and His
presence right now, and how Jesus, who is Himself our Passover and our guide, makes that
trust certain.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Genesis 15:13-14, where God foretold to Abraham both the long
bondage and the wealth Israel would carry out; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, where Paul applies the
unleavened bread to purging out the old leaven of sin and keeping the feast with sincerity and
truth; Colossians 2:16-17, which calls the festivals a shadow of things to come, the substance
belonging to Christ; 1 Corinthians 10:1-2, where the cloud and the sea become a picture of
belonging to God under His leadership; Deuteronomy 6:6-9, where God again commands His
people to bind His word on hand and forehead and teach it to their children.
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