The Book of Esther

Lesson 6: Haman Exposed and the Tables Turned -- Esther 7:1-8:17

The wine is poured a second time. The same room, the same king, the same three people, but
everything is about to change. Esther has waited for this moment, choosing her words the way a
surgeon chooses where to cut. Across the table sits Haman, still warm from his own confidence,
certain that another invitation from the queen means another rung up the ladder of his glory.
He has no idea he is sitting at his own funeral. The king leans in with the question he has now
asked three times, almost playfully, 'What is thy petition, queen Esther?’ And the woman who
once trembled to enter unbidden opens her mouth and the whole kingdom tilts on its axis.

'If | have found favour in thy sight, O king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people
at my request.’ Notice she does not lead with the plot or the politics. She leads with her own
life, and then with the lives of her people, and she ties the two together so tightly that the king
cannot rescue one without rescuing the other. She has been sold, she says, she and her people,
to be destroyed, to be slain, to perish. The king’s mind races. Who would dare? Who has filled
his hand with such a thing? And Esther lifts her hand and points across the bread and the wine
and says the sentence Haman never dreamed he would hear from her lips, 'The adversary and
enemy is this wicked Haman.’

What happens next moves fast, the way real reckonings often do. The king storms out into the
palace garden, his fury too big for the room. Haman, seeing that the king has already decided his
ruin, throws himself on the couch where the queen reclines, begging for the only life he never
thought to fear for, his own. The king returns and sees a man sprawled across his wife and roars.
A servant mentions, almost helpfully, that there is already a gallows standing in Haman’s own
courtyard, fifty cubits high, built for the man who once saved the king’s life. '"Hang him thereon,’
the king says. And they do. The pit-digger falls into his own pit. The man who built the gallows
swings from it. The Scripture had said it long before the hammer ever struck a nail, 'He that
diggeth a pit shall fall therein.’

But the danger is not over when Haman is gone. The decree he wrote still stands, sealed with
the king’s ring, and the law of the Medes and Persians cannot be unwritten. So Esther falls again
at the king's feet, weeping, pleading not now for vengeance but for her people’s survival. A
second decree goes out, riders on swift horses, granting the Jews the right to stand together and
defend their lives. And Mordecai, who began this story sitting in sackcloth at the gate, walks out
in royal blue and white and a crown of gold, and the city of Shushan shouts for joy. God is never
named in this chapter. He never needs to be. His fingerprints are on every reversal, His
faithfulness underneath every turn, quietly keeping alive the people through whom, one day,
the Redeemer of the whole world would come.



Group Discussion: Esther waited through two banquets before she named Haman as the enemy.
Read 7:1-6 together. What do you notice about how she made her appeal, the timing, the order
of her words, the way she linked her own life to her people’s, and what does her example teach
us about confronting evil wisely rather than merely loudly?

Personal Reflection: Mordecai’s exaltation and Haman’s downfall both came in God'’s timing,
not on a schedule either man could see. Where in your own life right now are you waiting on a
vindication or a deliverance that has not come, and are you willing to keep trusting and obeying
God in the silence, the way Mordecai did at the gate, before the robes ever arrived?

Read Esther 7:1-8:17

Study Questions

1. In 7:3-4 Esther finally reveals that she is a Jew and pleads for her own life and the lives of
her people. What does her willingness to be identified with God'’s people, even at deadly
risk, teach us about the cost and the courage of standing with the people of God?

2. Esther chose her moment carefully and spoke the truth even though it could have ended her
life. When have you stayed silent about something you knew was wrong because speaking
up felt too costly, and what would faithful courage have looked like instead?

3. Haman was hanged on the very gallows, fifty cubits high, that he had built for Mordecai
(7:9-10). How does this 'measure for measure’ reversal display the justice of God, and how
does it illustrate the principle of Proverbs 26:27 and Galatians 6:7 that a man reaps what he
SOWS?

4. Haman's downfall came from the very pride and scheming he thought were carrying him
upward. Where do you see in your own heart an ambition, resentment, or grudge that, if
left unchecked, could one day become the pit you fall into?



The king said, 'Whatsoever is written in the king’s name, and sealed with the king's ring, may
no man reverse’ (8:8). How does the irrevocable nature of the first decree, met not by
erasing it but by issuing a counter-decree, reveal the way God works to deliver His people
within real circumstances rather than by simply undoing them?

When the second decree gave the Jews the right to defend their lives, the response in
Shushan was gladness, joy, and a feast (8:15-17). What in your life right now calls for
deliberate, expressed gratitude to God that you have been letting slip by unthanked?

After Haman fell, Esther did not stop interceding but fell at the king's feet weeping for her
people’s survival (8:3-6). What does her continued, costly intercession teach us about
praying and pleading on behalf of others, and how does it foreshadow the kind of advocacy
we see perfected in Christ our intercessor (Hebrews 7:25)?

Esther used her position as queen, and Mordecai used his new authority, to protect the
vulnerable rather than to enrich themselves. What influence, position, or resources has God
placed in your hands, and how might He be calling you to spend them for someone who
cannot repay you?

Throughout these two chapters God is never named, yet His justice in bringing down the
proud and His faithfulness in preserving His covenant people are unmistakable. How does
this hidden but certain providence strengthen your confidence that God is keeping His
promises even now, the same God who preserved this people so that the Christ could be
born among them (Romans 15:8)?



10. Mordecai went from sackcloth at the gate to royal robes, and the city rejoiced. Name one
specific way you sense the Lord forming you through this lesson, whether it is more courage
to speak for others, more willingness to leave vengeance in His hands, or more trust in His
timing, and what is the next concrete step of trusting, obedient faith He is asking of you?

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Psalm 7:15-16, the wicked falls into the pit he made and his violence
returns on his own head; Proverbs 11:8, the righteous is delivered out of trouble and the wicked
comes in his stead; Galatians 6:7, whatever a man sows that shall he also reap; Romans 12:19,
vengeance belongs to the Lord, He will repay; Hebrews 7:25, Christ ever lives to make
intercession for those who come to God through Him
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