The Book of Deuteronomy

Lesson 9: The Place of Worship; Beware False Prophets -- Deuteronomy
12:1-13:18

We like to think worship is mostly a matter of sincerity, that as long as the heart means well, the
form hardly matters. Deuteronomy 12 gently but firmly disagrees. Before Israel can settle a
single field in the Promised Land, God tells them how He will and will not be approached. “You
shall not worship the Lord your God in that way” (12:4), He says of the Canaanite practices.
Worship, it turns out, is not something we get to invent.

The land Israel is entering is littered with shrines. On every high hill and under every green tree
the nations served their gods with altars and pillars and carved images. God’s first command
about the land is to tear all of it down (12:2-3). He will not have His people borrow the
neighbors’ religion and slap His name on it. He Himself will choose the place and the way He is
to be worshiped.

Tucked into this same section is a phrase that diagnoses our age as surely as it did Israel’s: God
will not have everyone “doing whatever is right in his own eyes” (12:8). Worship on our own
terms always drifts toward worship of ourselves. So God draws a boundary, not to be restrictive,
but because He alone has the right to say how the holy God may be approached.

Then the warnings sharpen. What if a prophet works a sign and says, “Let us go after other
gods”? What if it is your own brother, or the wife you embrace, or your closest friend? What if a
whole town is swept away into idolatry? God calls Israel to love Him above every voice and
every relationship, and to test every teacher against what He has revealed. It is a sober word,
and a clarifying one, for anyone who has ever felt the tug of a beloved voice pulling away from
the truth.

Group Discussion: Deuteronomy 12 insists that God, not human preference, defines how He is
to be worshiped, refusing to let everyone do “whatever is right in his own eyes”. Why are we so
prone to want worship on our own terms, and what does it mean to come to God on His terms
instead?

Personal Reflection: Chapter 13 warns that even a beloved family member or friend might
entice us away from God, and calls us to love Him above every other voice. Is there any
relationship or influence in your life that is quietly pulling you away from wholehearted devotion
to the Lord, and what does faithfulness require of you?

Read Deuteronomy 12:1-13:18

Study Questions



In Deuteronomy 12:1-4 God commands Israel to destroy the Canaanite places of worship
and forbids worshiping Him in the same way the nations served their gods. What does this
reveal about how God views borrowed or self-styled worship?

God refused to let Israel do “whatever is right in his own eyes” in worship (12:8). Where are
you tempted to approach God on your own terms rather than His, and how might that need
to change?

Repeatedly in chapter 12 God speaks of worshiping at “the place that the Lord your God will
choose” (12:5,11,14). Why did God reserve to Himself the right to determine where and
how He would be worshiped?

Worship in this chapter is marked by joy: Israel is to “rejoice before the Lord your God” with
their families (12:7,12,18). Is your own worship marked by joy, or has it become routine, and
what would restore the gladness?

Chapter 12 permits Israel to eat meat in their towns but strictly forbids consuming the
blood, “for the blood is the life” (12:23-25). What does this reverence for the blood teach
about God'’s authority over life, and how is blood significant across Scripture?

God warns Israel not to be ensnared into asking “How did these nations serve their gods,
that I also may do the same?” (12:30). What cultural or popular practices are you tempted
to borrow and bring into your walk with God, and how do you guard against it?



7. In 13:1-5 a prophet may give a true sign and yet say, “Let us go after other gods”. Why does
God say even a sign-working prophet must be rejected if he leads people away from the
Lord, and how are God'’s people to test such teachers?

8. Chapter 13 names the hardest case, a brother, a beloved spouse, or a close friend who
entices you to idolatry (13:6). When has loyalty to a person competed with your loyalty to
God, and how do you keep God first?

9. Deuteronomy 12 insists that worship be on God’s terms rather than human invention, and
chapter 13 commands that every teacher be tested against God’s revealed word even at the
cost of the dearest relationships. Drawing the timeless principle that God Himself defines
acceptable worship and truth, how should this shape the way we worship and the way we
discern teaching today, while remembering that the Old Covenant penalties given to the
theocratic nation of Israel are not bound on Christians?

10. Looking back across Deuteronomy 12 and 13, name one specific way Jesus is teaching you to
worship God on His terms and to love Him above every competing voice in your life.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: John 4:23-24, the Father seeks those who worship Him in spirit and
truth; Acts 17:24-25, God is not served by human invention as though He needed anything; 1
John 4:1, test the spirits to see whether they are from God; Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2, the
apostolic pattern of the early church gathering on the first day of the week; Matthew 10:37,
whoever loves family more than Christ is not worthy of Him
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