
The Book of Deuteronomy, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 9: The Place of Worship; Beware False Prophets

Deuteronomy 12:1–13:18

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Doctrinally, these chapters establish that worship belongs to God on His terms, not ours. God 
commands Israel to destroy every Canaanite shrine and refuses to be worshiped in the manner 
of the nations or by everyone doing what is right in his own eyes. He reserves to Himself the 
right to determine where and how He is approached. The timeless principle is that the holy God 
defines acceptable worship; we come as He directs, not as we prefer. We point gently toward 
worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24) and the pattern handed down through the apostles, while 
taking care not to read later New Testament specifics anachronistically back into Israel’s day.

Chapter 13 adds a second pillar: God’s revealed word is the test of every teacher, even one who 
works a wonder, and loyalty to God outranks even the dearest human relationship. We draw the 
enduring call to test teaching against what God has revealed (1 John 4:1) and to love God above 
all. At the same time we handle the severe penalties of chapter 13 with care. These belonged to 
the theocratic nation of Israel under the Old Covenant and are not bound on Christians; the 
church does not wield the sword against false teachers but answers error with truth, discipline, 
and love (2 Timothy 2:24–26; Titus 3:10).

Beyond doctrine, the lesson aims at the heart. It calls the student to examine whether they 
approach God on His terms or their own, whether their worship has joy, whether any voice or 
relationship is quietly pulling them from wholehearted devotion. The goal is not merely correct 
theology of worship but a heart that loves God supremely and gladly bows to His authority.

Question 1

Student Question:

In Deuteronomy 12:1–4 God commands Israel to destroy the Canaanite places of worship and 
forbids worshiping Him in the same way the nations served their gods. What does this reveal 
about how God views borrowed or self-styled worship?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God’s first instruction concerning worship in the land is demolition: “You shall surely destroy all 
the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess served their gods, on the high 
mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. You shall tear down their altars and dash 
in pieces their pillars... and destroy their name out of that place” (12:2–3). The Canaanite system 
was to be erased, not adapted.



Then comes the pointed prohibition: “You shall not worship the Lord your God in that way” 
(12:4). It was not enough to redirect pagan forms toward the true God. God refused to be 
served by methods borrowed from idolatry. The how of worship was not Israel’s to design from 
the surrounding culture.

This reveals something fundamental about God. He is holy and self-defining; He is not honored 
by sincere worship offered in any manner we please. To borrow the neighbors’ religion and 
attach God’s name to it is, in His eyes, not worship but compromise. Acceptable worship begins 
with God’s revelation, not human invention.

The principle endures even though Israel’s specific ordinances do not bind us. God is “not served 
by human hands, as though he needed anything” (Acts 17:25), and Jesus teaches that true 
worshipers worship “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). We must take care not to read later New 
Testament details back into Israel’s day, yet the timeless truth stands: God, not human 
preference or surrounding culture, defines how He is to be approached.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God commanding the destruction of pagan worship sites
 The refusal to worship God by borrowed pagan forms
 God as holy and self-defining in worship
 Sincerity alone does not make worship acceptable
 The enduring principle of worship on God’s terms (John 4:24; Acts 17:25)

Discussion Prompts

 Why did God forbid worshiping Him in the manner of the nations?
 What does this teach about the place of sincerity in worship?
 How does God, rather than culture, define acceptable worship?

Question 2

Student Question:

God refused to let Israel do “whatever is right in his own eyes” in worship (12:8). Where are you 
tempted to approach God on your own terms rather than His, and how might that need to 
change?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God explicitly rejects the principle of “every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes” (12:8). 
That phrase describes a worship and a life centered on self-preference, where the individual 
decides what pleases God. It is a tempting principle because it flatters our autonomy.

We feel the same pull today. It is easy to assume that as long as we are sincere, God will accept 
whatever we offer Him in the way we prefer to offer it. But Deuteronomy insists that worship is 



not self-expression aimed at God; it is glad submission to the God who tells us how He would be 
approached.

The self-examination here is searching. Where do I quietly approach God on my own terms, 
choosing what is comfortable or convenient rather than what He has shown? Coming to God on 
His terms is not bondage; it is the only honest posture for a creature before the Creator, and it is 
the path into real fellowship with Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The lure of worship as self-expression
 Sincerity used to justify self-styled approach
 Autonomy versus submission in worship
 Coming to God on His terms, not ours
 Submission as the path to true fellowship

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you tempted to approach God on your own terms?
 Why is “right in his own eyes” a dangerous principle in worship?
 What would it look like to submit your worship fully to God?

Question 3

Student Question:

Repeatedly in chapter 12 God speaks of worshiping at “the place that the Lord your God will 
choose” (12:5,11,14). Why did God reserve to Himself the right to determine where and how He 
would be worshiped?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Six times in chapter 12 God speaks of “the place that the Lord your God will choose” 
(12:5,11,14,18,21,26). Worship, sacrifice, tithes, and offerings were to be brought there, not 
scattered across countless local shrines as the Canaanites did. God reserved to Himself the 
choice of place and manner.

There were practical reasons. A central sanctuary guarded Israel from the fragmenting pull of 
local high places, each prone to absorb pagan practice. It preserved the unity and purity of 
Israel’s worship and kept the nation gathered around the one true God rather than drifting into 
a patchwork of competing cults.

But the deeper reason is theological. The right to determine how the holy God is worshiped 
belongs to God, not to His creatures. He is the offended party in sin and the gracious host in 
worship; therefore He sets the terms. This is not divine fussiness but the natural prerogative of 
the Creator over the creature.



Under the New Covenant the worship of God is no longer tied to one geographic place, for Jesus 
said the hour had come when true worshipers would worship neither only on a mountain nor 
only in Jerusalem but “in spirit and truth” (John 4:21–24). Yet the underlying truth abides: God 
still defines acceptable worship, and His people still come as He directs rather than as they 
invent. We honor that principle without importing later specifics back into Israel’s era.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The repeated “place the Lord will choose” for worship
 Central worship guarding against pagan corruption
 God’s prerogative to set the terms of worship
 The Creator’s right over the creature in worship
 Worship no longer tied to one place yet still on God’s terms (John 4:21–24)

Discussion Prompts

 Why did God reserve the choice of where He would be worshiped?
 How did central worship protect Israel’s purity?
 What abides about God defining worship even after the place changes?

Question 4

Student Question:

Worship in this chapter is marked by joy: Israel is to “rejoice before the Lord your God” with their 
families (12:7,12,18). Is your own worship marked by joy, or has it become routine, and what 
would restore the gladness?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Worship in chapter 12 is not grim duty but glad celebration. Israel is to “eat there before the 
Lord your God and rejoice, you and your households, in all that you undertake” (12:7), and to 
“rejoice before the Lord your God” with sons, daughters, servants, and the Levite (12:12,18). Joy 
is woven through obedient worship.

It is worth asking whether our own worship still carries that gladness or has settled into routine. 
The same acts can be done with a full heart or an absent one. Familiarity can dull what was once 
wonderful, until worship becomes a box checked rather than a feast enjoyed in God’s presence.

What restores joy is usually a fresh sight of God’s goodness. When we remember who He is and 
what He has done, gratitude rises and worship comes alive again. Joy in worship is not 
manufactured by effort but kindled by beholding the God we have come to praise, and it is 
meant to be shared, households and communities rejoicing together before Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 Worship marked by joy, not mere duty
 Households rejoicing together before God
 Routine and familiarity dulling worship
 Fresh sight of God’s goodness restoring joy
 Gladness shared in community

Discussion Prompts

 Is your worship marked by joy or has it become routine?
 What tends to dull the gladness of worship for you?
 What would help rekindle joy in God’s presence?

Question 5

Student Question:

Chapter 12 permits Israel to eat meat in their towns but strictly forbids consuming the blood, “for 
the blood is the life” (12:23–25). What does this reverence for the blood teach about God’s 
authority over life, and how is blood significant across Scripture?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

When Israel ate meat in their towns, they were permitted to do so freely, “as much as you 
desire” (12:20–21), but one strict limit remained: “Only be sure that you do not eat the blood, 
for the blood is the life, and you shall not eat the life with the flesh” (12:23). The blood was to 
be poured out on the earth like water (12:24).

This reverence for blood runs back to the days of Noah (Genesis 9:4) and forward through the 
Law’s sacrificial system. Blood represented life, and life belongs to God. To pour out the blood 
was to acknowledge that the life of a creature is God’s, not man’s, to consume as he pleases. It 
taught Israel a deep respect for life and for the One who gives it.

Within the sacrificial system blood carried even greater weight, for “it is the blood that makes 
atonement by the life” (Leviticus 17:11). The shed blood pointed to the costliness of sin and the 
seriousness of the life given in the sinner’s place. Every poured-out cup of blood whispered that 
sin is deadly and that life must answer for life.

All of this finds its fulfillment in the blood of Christ. “Without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins” (Hebrews 9:22), and it is the blood of Jesus that cleanses us (1 John 1:7; 
Hebrews 9:14). The dietary command itself belonged to the Old Covenant and is not bound on 
Christians as a food law, yet the reverence for blood it taught points us straight to the precious 
blood by which we are redeemed (1 Peter 1:18–19).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The prohibition against consuming blood



 Blood representing life that belongs to God
 Reverence for life rooted in the Creator’s authority
 Blood and atonement in the sacrificial system
 Fulfillment in the redeeming blood of Christ (Hebrews 9; 1 Peter 1:18–19)

Discussion Prompts

 Why was Israel forbidden to consume the blood?
 What does “the blood is the life” teach about God and life?
 How does this reverence for blood point forward to Christ?

Question 6

Student Question:

God warns Israel not to be ensnared into asking “How did these nations serve their gods, that I 
also may do the same?” (12:30). What cultural or popular practices are you tempted to borrow 
and bring into your walk with God, and how do you guard against it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God warns Israel against a subtle danger: after the nations are destroyed, “take care that you be 
not ensnared to follow them... and that you do not inquire about their gods, saying, How did 
these nations serve their gods, that I also may do the same?” (12:30). The temptation was not 
open apostasy but curiosity, borrowing the practices of the surrounding culture and folding 
them into the worship of God.

The word “ensnared” is telling. Such borrowing rarely announces itself as rebellion. It feels like 
enrichment, like adding something attractive or popular to our devotion. Yet God calls it a snare, 
because what begins as cultural borrowing ends in compromised worship and divided hearts.

We face the same pull. The surrounding culture constantly offers its values, methods, and 
assumptions, and we are tempted to ask how the world does things so we may do likewise in 
our walk with God. Guarding against this means measuring every practice not by what is popular 
or appealing but by what God has revealed, and being willing to leave attractive things behind 
when they are not His.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Curiosity about pagan practice as a snare
 Borrowing culture and folding it into worship
 Compromise that feels like enrichment
 The pull of popular methods and values
 Measuring practice by God’s revelation, not appeal

Discussion Prompts



 What cultural practices are you tempted to bring into your faith?
 Why does God call such borrowing a snare?
 How do you discern what to adopt and what to leave behind?

Question 7

Student Question:

In 13:1–5 a prophet may give a true sign and yet say, “Let us go after other gods”. Why does God 
say even a sign-working prophet must be rejected if he leads people away from the Lord, and 
how are God’s people to test such teachers?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 13 opens with a startling case: a prophet or dreamer arises, “and gives you a sign or a 
wonder, and the sign or wonder that he tells you comes to pass”, yet he says, “Let us go after 
other gods... and let us serve them” (13:1–2). The sign is real, but the message is false. God 
commands, “You shall not listen to the words of that prophet” (13:3).

This teaches a crucial test: a miracle or fulfilled prediction does not authenticate a teacher 
whose message contradicts God’s revealed truth. Content outranks signs. If a teacher, however 
impressive, calls people away from the Lord and His word, he is to be rejected outright, no 
matter what wonders accompany him.

God even explains why He allows such a test: “the Lord your God is testing you, to know 
whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart” (13:3). Loyalty to God and His word is 
the standard by which every teacher is measured. The faithful response is to “walk after the 
Lord your God and fear him and keep his commandments... and hold fast to him” (13:4).

The New Testament carries this principle forward. “Do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God” (1 John 4:1). Even “an angel from heaven” preaching 
another gospel is to be rejected (Galatians 1:8). Signs and charisma are never enough; the 
unchanging measure of every teacher is fidelity to what God has revealed. We test teaching 
against the word, not the word against the teacher.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 A true sign paired with a false message
 Content of teaching outranking signs and wonders
 God’s word as the measure of every teacher
 False teaching as a test of love for God
 The enduring call to test the spirits (1 John 4:1; Galatians 1:8)

Discussion Prompts

 Why must a sign-working prophet be rejected if he leads to other gods?



 What is the true test of any teacher according to this passage?
 How do you test teaching against God’s revealed word today?

Question 8

Student Question:

Chapter 13 names the hardest case, a brother, a beloved spouse, or a close friend who entices 
you to idolatry (13:6). When has loyalty to a person competed with your loyalty to God, and how 
do you keep God first?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 13 presses to the most painful case imaginable: enticement to idolatry not from a 
stranger but from “your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or the 
wife you embrace or your friend who is as your own soul” (13:6). These are the dearest bonds in 
life, and they are precisely where loyalty to God can be most fiercely tested.

We feel the weight of this. It is one thing to resist error from an outsider and quite another 
when the voice pulling us comes from someone we love and trust. Affection can blur 
discernment; we are tempted to follow a beloved person even when they lead away from the 
Lord, because the relationship feels too precious to risk.

Yet God must come first, above every human tie. Jesus said as much: “Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:37). This is not a call to love family less 
but to love God most, so that no relationship, however dear, is allowed to draw us from Him. 
Keeping God first is often the truest love we can show others, refusing to follow them into ruin 
and instead holding fast to the One who is life.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Enticement from the closest relationships
 Affection blurring spiritual discernment
 Loyalty to people competing with loyalty to God
 Loving God above every human tie (Matthew 10:37)
 Keeping God first as the truest love for others

Discussion Prompts

 When has loyalty to a person competed with loyalty to God?
 Why are the dearest relationships the hardest test?
 How do you keep God first without loving people less?

Question 9

Student Question:



Deuteronomy 12 insists that worship be on God’s terms rather than human invention, and 
chapter 13 commands that every teacher be tested against God’s revealed word even at the cost 
of the dearest relationships. Drawing the timeless principle that God Himself defines acceptable 
worship and truth, how should this shape the way we worship and the way we discern teaching 
today, while remembering that the Old Covenant penalties given to the theocratic nation of 
Israel are not bound on Christians?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

These two chapters stand together on a single foundation: God Himself, not human preference, 
defines both acceptable worship and acceptable truth. Chapter 12 tears down every self-styled 
shrine and refuses worship offered “in that way” of the nations or by everyone doing “whatever 
is right in his own eyes” (12:4,8). Chapter 13 then guards the truth, insisting that even a sign-
working prophet, even a beloved family member, even an entire city must be rejected if they 
lead Israel after other gods (13:1–18). Worship and truth alike rest on God’s revelation, not 
human invention.

The timeless principle is clear and weighty: the holy God determines how He may be 
approached and what may be believed about Him. We come to God on His terms. Jesus gives 
the New Covenant form of this same truth when He says the Father seeks those who “worship 
in spirit and truth” (John 4:23–24), and Scripture shows the early church gathering on the first 
day of the week to break bread (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2). We learn from the apostolic 
pattern and from God’s revealed word how He would be worshiped and served. At the same 
time we must be careful not to read later New Testament specifics anachronistically back into 
Israel’s day; Deuteronomy 12 governed Israel’s worship at the place God chose, and we honor 
its enduring principle without collapsing the two covenants into one.

On discernment, chapter 13 establishes that God’s revealed word is the measure of every 
teacher. No sign, no wonder, no fulfilled prediction, and no cherished relationship may override 
fidelity to God and His truth. The New Testament echoes this exactly: “test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God” (1 John 4:1), and even an angel preaching another gospel is 
accursed (Galatians 1:8). Loyalty to God outranks even the dearest human bond (Matthew 
10:37). This call to test teaching against God’s word and to love Him above every competing 
voice presses on every believer in every age.

But the severe penalties of chapter 13 require careful, honest handling. Israel was commanded 
to put the false prophet to death (13:5), to execute even an enticing family member (13:8–10), 
and to destroy an apostate city entirely (13:12–16). These were the judicial penalties of a 
theocratic nation under the Old Covenant, a nation that was at once a people of God and a civil 
state, charged with maintaining covenant purity within its own borders. They are emphatically 
not bound on Christians, and nothing in these chapters licenses the church to wield the sword 
against error. The church is not a state, and Christ’s kingdom does not advance by force (John 
18:36).



Under the New Covenant the Lord’s servant “must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone... 
correcting his opponents with gentleness” (2 Timothy 2:24–25), and a divisive false teacher is, 
after warning, to be removed from fellowship, not from the earth (Titus 3:10; 1 Corinthians 5). 
We answer error with truth, patient teaching, church discipline, and love, never with violence. 
So we take from these chapters the abiding seriousness of idolatry and false teaching, the 
supremacy of God over every voice, and the duty to worship and believe on His terms, while 
leaving the theocratic penalties where they belong, in the Old Covenant given to national Israel. 
We use no denominational or party language here; we simply hold to what God has revealed 
and to the pattern of His church.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God defining both acceptable worship and acceptable truth
 Worship on God’s terms, not “right in his own eyes” (12:8)
 Worship in spirit and truth and the apostolic pattern (John 4:24; Acts 20:7)
 Not reading New Testament specifics back into Israel’s day
 Testing every teacher against God’s revealed word (1 John 4:1; Galatians 1:8)
 Loving God above the dearest relationship (Matthew 10:37)
 Old Covenant theocratic penalties not bound on Christians; the church answers error with 

truth, discipline, and love (2 Timothy 2:24–25; Titus 3:10)

Discussion Prompts

 How do chapters 12 and 13 together show God defining worship and truth?
 How does worship in spirit and truth carry this principle into the New Covenant?
 Why do the death penalties of chapter 13 not bind Christians, and how does the church 

answer error instead?

Question 10

Student Question:

Looking back across Deuteronomy 12 and 13, name one specific way Jesus is teaching you to 
worship God on His terms and to love Him above every competing voice in your life.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

These chapters have called Israel to worship the one true God on His terms, with joy, at the 
place He chose, and to hold fast to Him against every voice that would lead them away, even the 
voice of a wonder-worker or a beloved friend. Underneath it all is a single summons: love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and let nothing rival Him.

The Lord uses this passage to form two things in us. First, a humble worship that comes to God 
as He directs rather than as we prefer, glad to submit our approach to His revelation. Second, a 



discerning, undivided loyalty that tests every teaching by His word and refuses to let any 
relationship or influence pull us from Him.

Jesus is the one who makes both possible. He opened the way for us to worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, and He is Himself the truth by which every other voice is measured. As you 
close, name one concrete way He is teaching you to worship on His terms and to love Him above 
every competing voice, and resolve to walk in it this week.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Worship on God’s terms, with joy
 Undivided loyalty that tests every voice
 Love for God above every rival
 Discernment grounded in God’s word
 Christ enabling worship in spirit and truth

Discussion Prompts

 What one truth from these chapters most presses on you?
 How is Jesus teaching you to worship on God’s terms?
 Which competing voice most needs to be put back below the Lord?


