The Book of Deuteronomy

Lesson 3: A Call to Obey and Remember -- Deuteronomy 4:1-49

There is a kind of urgency in a man who knows his time is short. Moses has told the story; now
he turns and pleads. And now, O Israel, listen. The word he uses, hear, is more than hearing
sounds; it is hear and do, take this into your bones and live it. Everything in the past forty years
has been leading to this moment of decision, and Moses will not let it pass with a shrug.

At the center of his plea stands the word of God. Do not add to it, do not take from it (4:2).
Israel is to keep God's statutes not because they are arbitrary rules but because this is their life
and their wisdom in the sight of the nations (4:6). What other nation has a God so near, or laws
so righteous? The word is not a burden to be endured but a treasure to be guarded. Tamper
with it, in either direction, and you forfeit the very thing that sets you apart.

Then Moses presses a memory that should have settled the matter forever. At Horeb you heard
a voice but saw no form (4:12, 15). So be careful, he warns, do not corrupt yourselves by making
an image of God in any shape. Idolatry is not just breaking a rule; it is trading the living, speaking
God for a thing your own hands have made. And behind that warning shines the great
confession of the whole book: the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there
is no other (4:39).

Moses sees down the long road. He warns that if Israel forgets and turns to idols, they will be
scattered, exiled, stripped of the land. Yet even there, mercy waits: when you seek the Lord your
God with all your heart and soul, you will find Him, for He is a merciful God who will not forget
His covenant (4:29-31). This is the God who speaks, the God who is one, the God who is near.
The only fitting response is to hear Him, hold His word, and worship Him with everything we are.

Group Discussion: Moses commands Israel not to add to or take from God's word. Where do
God’s people today face the same two temptations, adding human rules and traditions, or
subtracting what God has plainly said, and how do we guard against both?

Personal Reflection: Moses tells Israel they will find God when they seek Him with all their heart
and soul. Is your seeking of God wholehearted, or divided? What would it look like this week to
seek Him with everything you are?

Read Deuteronomy 4:1-49

Study Questions

1. From Deuteronomy 4:1-8, why does Moses tie obedience to God'’s statutes so closely to
Israel’s life, wisdom, and witness among the nations, and what does this reveal about the
purpose and goodness of God's law?



Moses says keeping God’s word is Israel’s wisdom and understanding in the sight of the
peoples (4:6). How seriously do you treat God’s word as wisdom for daily life rather than as
restriction? Where do you need to trust it more?

In Deuteronomy 4:2, Moses commands that nothing be added to or taken from God'’s word.
What does this teach about the authority, sufficiency, and completeness of what God has
revealed, and how does this principle carry through Scripture?

Where are you tempted either to add your own rules to God’s word or to quietly subtract
the parts you find difficult? Be specific about one area.

From Deuteronomy 4:9-14, why does Moses press Israel so hard to remember Horeb and
teach it to their children, and what does this teach about the danger of forgetting and the
duty of passing faith on?

Moses warns, take care lest you forget the things your eyes have seen (4:9). What spiritual
experiences or truths are you in danger of forgetting, and how can you keep them fresh and
pass them on?

In Deuteronomy 4:15-31, the warning against idolatry is grounded in the fact that Israel saw
no form of God at Horeb. Why is making any image of God so serious, and what does this
reveal about the nature of God and how He is to be worshiped?



8. Idolatry begins in the heart long before it takes a visible form. What functional idols, things
you trust, serve, or treasure above God, do you need to confront in your own life?

9. Deuteronomy 4:32-40 builds to the great confession that the Lord is God, there is no other
besides Him (4:35, 39). What is at stake in the oneness and uniqueness of God, and how
does this truth confront every rival to Him and carry forward into the New Testament?

10. Looking across the whole chapter, the call to obey, the warning against idolatry, the oneness
of God, the promise of mercy to those who seek Him wholeheartedly, name one specific
way Jesus is forming you to hold God’s word, worship God alone, and seek Him with all your
heart.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Romans 15:4, whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction; Revelation 22:18-19, the warning not to add to or take from the words of God's
book; Mark 12:29-30, Jesus affirms the Lord is one and commands wholehearted love for Him; 1
Corinthians 8:4-6, for us there is one God, the Father, and one Lord, Jesus Christ; Acts 17:24-29,
God does not dwell in temples or images made by human hands.
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