
The Book of 2 Corinthians, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 5: Our Heavenly Dwelling and the Ministry of Reconciliation

2 Corinthians 5:1–21

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Second Corinthians 5 is one of the richest doctrinal chapters in the letter, and the teacher 
should prepare to handle several major truths with care and confidence. Paul sets out the 
Christian’s hope of a resurrection body and eternal heavenly dwelling, the sober reality that all 
must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, the controlling power of Christ’s love, the 
wonder of becoming a new creation, and the great message of reconciliation, culminating in the 
breathtaking exchange of verse 21, where the sinless One was made sin so that we might 
become the righteousness of God. This chapter sits at the heart of the gospel, and the teacher 
should aim to present it both accurately and worshipfully.

Two doctrinal matters need especially careful handling. First, the judgment seat of Christ in 
verse 10 teaches that every person, believers included, will give an account for what was done 
in the body. This stands firmly against the idea that, once a person is saved, his conduct no 
longer matters or that his salvation can never be affected by how he lives. Scripture holds 
together the free grace of God and the real accountability of those who receive it. Second, the 
call to “be reconciled to God” must be presented in line with the whole New Testament’s 
teaching on how reconciliation is received: not by a mere mental assent or a faith that never 
obeys, but by hearing the gospel, believing in Christ, repenting, confessing Him, and being 
baptized into His death and resurrection, then living the new life of a new creation. 
Reconciliation is God’s gift, accomplished entirely by Christ, and it is received through an 
obedient faith and maintained in faithfulness.

At the same time, this chapter is meant to move the heart, not just inform the mind. The hope 
of a heavenly home is meant to comfort the dying and steady the grieving. The love of Christ is 
meant to dislodge self from the center of our lives. The new creation is meant to give fresh hope 
to those who feel stuck in the old. And the ministry of reconciliation is meant to turn ordinary 
believers into ambassadors. So aim at both targets. Help students grasp the doctrine clearly, and 
lead them to live as reconciled people who, gripped by the love of Christ, carry His appeal to 
others.

Question 1

Student Question:

Paul compares the body to a “tent” that can be destroyed, and looks ahead to “a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” given the Spirit “as a guarantee” 



(vv. 1–5). What does this passage teach about the Christian’s hope beyond death, and how does 
the certainty of a heavenly, resurrection dwelling change the way a believer faces mortality?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Begin with Paul’s striking image: the body is a “tent,” temporary and fragile, while the believer’s 
future home is “a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
Paul is speaking of the resurrection body and the eternal life that awaits those in Christ. The 
contrast is between the flimsy and the permanent, the passing and the forever.

Help students feel the confidence in Paul’s words: “we know.” This is not a vague hope but a 
settled assurance. And it is guaranteed: God “has given us the Spirit as a guarantee,” the same 
down payment language from chapter 1. The indwelling Spirit is God’s pledge that the heavenly 
dwelling is certain.

Note that Paul groans, not out of a death wish, but out of longing to be “further clothed, so that 
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.” The Christian hope is not escape from the body 
into a ghostly existence, but resurrection, mortality swallowed up by life. This corrects any 
notion that salvation is merely the soul floating free; it is the redemption of the whole person.

Draw out how this hope changes the way we face death. For the believer, death is not the end 
of the house but the folding of the tent and the receiving of the permanent home. This does not 
erase grief, but it transforms it, giving the Christian a confidence in the face of mortality that the 
world cannot supply.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The Christian hope of a resurrection body and eternal dwelling with God
 The Holy Spirit as the guarantee of our future inheritance (v. 5)
 Salvation as the redemption of the whole person, not escape from the body
 Confidence in the face of death grounded in God’s certain promise

Discussion Prompts

 What is the difference between Paul’s confident “we know” and a vague hope about the 
afterlife?

 Why is it important that our hope is bodily resurrection rather than a disembodied soul?
 How does the certainty of a heavenly home change the way a believer faces death?

Question 2

Student Question:

How does the hope of an eternal home actually shape the way you face aging, illness, loss, or the 
prospect of your own death? Is that hope a living reality that steadies you, or a doctrine you 
affirm but rarely feel? What would help you live more in light of it?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question asks whether the hope of heaven is a living reality or a doctrine on 
a shelf. Many believers affirm the resurrection in theory yet face aging, illness, and loss with the 
same dread as those who have no hope.

Help students examine their actual response to mortality, their own and that of loved ones. 
Where fear, denial, or despair dominate, the heavenly hope has not yet sunk deep. The goal is 
not to manufacture false cheerfulness in the face of real loss, but to let the certainty of the 
eternal home steady the heart.

Offer practical ways the hope becomes more real: dwelling on the specific promises of Scripture, 
talking openly about death within the fellowship of believers, drawing near to those who have 
died well in the Lord. Hope grows as it is fed.

Encourage one concrete step toward living more in light of eternity, perhaps a regular 
meditation on the resurrection, or an honest conversation about a fear of dying. The aim is for 
the heavenly home to move from the head to the heart.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The difference between affirming the resurrection and living in its hope
 Honest grief held together with Christian hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13)
 Spiritual disciplines that nourish the hope of heaven
 The steadying effect of eternal hope on the fear of death

Discussion Prompts

 Is the hope of heaven a living reality for you or mostly a doctrine you affirm?
 How does Christian hope change the way we grieve without removing the grief?
 What would help that hope move from your head to your heart?

Question 3

Student Question:

Paul says, “We walk by faith, not by sight,” and therefore “we make it our aim... to please him” 
(vv. 7–9). What does it mean to walk by faith rather than by sight, and how does making it our 
aim to please the Lord reorder the priorities of a Christian’s life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Paul states a defining principle of the Christian life: “We walk by faith, not by sight.” To walk by 
faith is to order our lives according to what God has revealed and promised, even when our eyes 
and circumstances suggest otherwise. To walk by sight is to let the visible and immediate dictate 
our decisions.



Help students see that this is not a denial of reality but a deeper grasp of it. The unseen things, 
God, His promises, the coming judgment, the eternal home, are in fact the most real things of 
all. Walking by faith means living as though these unseen realities are true, because they are.

Note the result Paul draws: “we make it our aim... to please him.” When the unseen Lord 
becomes our reference point, pleasing Him becomes our governing aim, whether in the body or 
out of it. This single aim simplifies and reorders a cluttered life.

Apply it practically. So many decisions are driven by what we can see, the bank balance, the 
approval of others, the comfort of the moment. Faith asks a different question: what would 
please the Lord here? That question, asked honestly, reshapes priorities.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Walking by faith as ordering life around God’s revealed promises
 The unseen, eternal realities as more real than the visible and temporary
 Pleasing the Lord as the governing aim of the Christian life
 Faith as a deeper grasp of reality, not a denial of it

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean, practically, to walk by faith rather than by sight?
 How does making it our aim to please the Lord reorder our priorities?
 Where is what you can see most tempting you to ignore what God has promised?

Question 4

Student Question:

Where are you most tempted to live “by sight,” letting what you can see and feel govern your 
decisions rather than what God has promised? What is one area where walking by faith would 
change a choice you are facing right now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question presses students to locate where they live by sight. The pull of the 
visible is strong: we trust what is in the bank more than the God who provides, we fear the 
disapproval we can see more than the Lord we cannot, we chase comforts we can feel over 
promises we must believe.

Help students name a specific decision they are facing where sight and faith point in different 
directions, a financial choice, a relational risk, an act of obedience that looks costly. The question 
makes the abstract concrete.



Encourage them to ask the faith question about that decision: what would it look like to act on 
God’s promise rather than on appearances? Often the path of faith is clear once we are willing 
to name it.

Be realistic and gracious. Walking by faith is learned in small steps, decision by decision. The aim 
is one concrete choice this week made on the basis of God’s word rather than what the eyes can 
see.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The constant pull of the visible and immediate against faith
 Faith expressed in concrete, costly decisions
 Trusting God’s promises over appearances in specific situations
 Growth in faith through repeated small acts of obedience

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you most tempted to let what you can see govern your choices?
 What decision are you facing where faith and sight point in different directions?
 What would one concrete act of walking by faith look like this week?

Question 5

Student Question:

Paul says, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil” (v. 10). What does this teach 
about the accountability of every person, including believers, before Christ, and why does this 
truth stand against the idea that, once saved, a person’s conduct no longer affects their standing 
with God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question handles a sobering truth that must be taught plainly: “We must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ.” The word “all” includes believers. Paul, writing to Christians, says 
each one will “receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” The 
Christian is saved by grace, yet still accountable.

Help students hold grace and accountability together without confusion. We are not justified by 
accumulating good deeds, for salvation is God’s gift in Christ. But the grace that saves is never a 
license to live as we please. The same Paul who preaches grace warns that we will answer for 
how we live (Romans 14:10–12).

This is where the teacher should gently but clearly correct the error of “once saved, always 
saved” in its careless form, the idea that conduct after conversion has no bearing on a person’s 
standing. Scripture will not allow that. The judgment seat means our lives matter, that faith 



without obedience is dead, and that those who persist in evil cannot presume on grace 
(Galatians 6:7–8).

Yet the tone should not be terror but sober seriousness leading to love. Paul says “knowing the 
fear of the Lord, we persuade others.” The reality of judgment is not meant to paralyze the 
faithful, who can stand in Christ with confidence, but to keep us from carelessness and to spur 
us to live wholeheartedly for the One to whom we must answer.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The accountability of every person, including believers, before the judgment seat of Christ 
(v. 10; Romans 14:10–12)

 Grace and accountability held together, not played against each other
 Correction of the careless form of “once saved, always saved”
 Conduct after conversion as genuinely significant before God (Galatians 6:7–8)
 The fear of the Lord as a healthy motive for faithful living

Discussion Prompts

 Why does the judgment seat apply to believers and not only to unbelievers?
 How do we hold together salvation by grace and real accountability for how we live?
 How can the reality of judgment motivate us without leaving us in fear?

Question 6

Student Question:

How would living each day in clear awareness that you will give an account to Christ change the 
way you spend your time, treat people, and make decisions? Is there an area of your life you 
would handle differently if you truly believed He sees it all?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question brings the judgment seat into daily life. The point is not to induce 
dread but to live with the healthy awareness that our days unfold before the eyes of the One to 
whom we will answer.

Help students imagine concretely how this awareness would reshape ordinary moments, how 
we spend our time, how we treat the people closest to us, the private choices no one else sees. 
The doctrine of judgment, rightly held, makes the secret life as serious as the public one.

Guard against a crushing, anxious legalism. For the faithful believer in Christ, the judgment seat 
is not a place of condemnation but of accounting, and we can approach it with confidence 
grounded in Christ (1 John 4:17). The aim is wholeheartedness, not terror.



Encourage students to name one area they would handle differently if they truly lived before 
the face of Christ, and to begin living that way this week. The goal is a life increasingly free of the 
gap between our public image and our private conduct.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Living daily in awareness of accountability to Christ
 The integrity of public and private conduct before God
 Confidence at the judgment for those in Christ, not terror (1 John 4:17)
 Wholehearted living as the fruit of remembering the judgment seat

Discussion Prompts

 How would daily life change if you truly lived before the face of Christ?
 Is there an area you would handle differently if you remembered the judgment seat?
 How do we let this truth produce wholeheartedness rather than anxiety?

Question 7

Student Question:

Paul says, “The love of Christ controls us,” because “one has died for all, therefore all have died,” 
so that the living “might no longer live for themselves but for him” (vv. 14–15). What does it 
mean that Christ’s death was “for all” and that those who receive it have “died,” and how does 
His love, rather than mere duty, become the controlling power of the Christian life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Paul reveals what drives him: “the love of Christ controls us.” The word translated “controls” 
carries the sense of being hemmed in, compelled, held to a single course. It is not duty or fear 
that propels Paul most deeply, but the love of Christ poured out at the cross.

Unpack his reasoning: “one has died for all, therefore all have died.” Christ’s death was on 
behalf of all, and those who are united to Him share in that death; the old self-centered life is 
reckoned dead. The conclusion follows: those who live should “no longer live for themselves but 
for him who for their sake died and was raised.”

Help students see the logic of love. When we truly grasp that Christ died for us, living for 
ourselves becomes unthinkable. Gratitude and love, not grim obligation, become the engine of 
obedience. The cross does not merely forgive the past; it lays claim to the whole of life.

Note the phrase “for all.” Christ’s death is sufficient and offered for everyone, which stands 
against any teaching that He died only for a select few. The invitation is universal, even as it 
must be personally received. The love that reaches to all reaches to each.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 The love of Christ as the controlling motive of the Christian life
 Christ’s death for all, offered universally (against a limited atonement)
 Union with Christ’s death and the end of the self-centered life
 Love and gratitude, not mere duty, as the engine of obedience

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean that the love of Christ “controls” or compels us?
 How does grasping that Christ died for you make living for yourself unthinkable?
 Why does Paul stress that Christ died “for all”?

Question 8

Student Question:

Be honest about whose interests most often steer your daily choices. In what specific ways are 
you still living for yourself rather than for Christ, and what would change if His love, not your 
own comfort, held the steering wheel?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question asks whose interests actually steer our choices. It is easy to affirm 
that we live for Christ; it is humbling to trace how often self quietly holds the wheel, our 
comfort, our preferences, our reputation, our agenda.

Help students examine specific arenas: how they spend money and time, how they respond 
when their preferences are crossed, what they pursue when no one is watching. These reveal 
whether self or Christ is at the center.

Avoid both extremes. This is not a call to self-loathing or to neglect of legitimate responsibilities, 
but a call to dethrone self-interest as the governing principle. Living for Christ often transforms 
ordinary duties rather than abolishing them, doing the same tasks for a new Lord and a new 
reason.

Encourage one concrete area where they will let Christ’s love, rather than self-interest, set the 
direction this week. The aim is a small but real shift of the center, from self to the One who died 
and rose for them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Self-interest as the rival to the Lordship of Christ
 Living for Christ as a reordering of motives, not abandonment of duty
 Examining concrete choices to discern who holds the center
 The transformation of ordinary life under a new Lord

Discussion Prompts



 Whose interests most often steer your daily choices?
 In what specific ways are you still living for yourself rather than for Christ?
 What would change this week if His love, not your comfort, held the wheel?

Question 9

Student Question:

Paul announces that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation,” that “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself,” and that He has given us “the ministry of reconciliation,” 
pleading through us, “Be reconciled to God,” for “he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God” (vv. 17–21). What does it mean to be 
reconciled to God and made a new creation, how does a person actually receive this 
reconciliation according to the gospel, and why does this passage rule out both a mere “faith 
only” response and the notion that, once reconciled, a person can live however they please?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the doctrinal heart of the chapter and one of the high points of the entire letter. It should 
be taught fully, accurately, and with wonder. Paul says “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation,” that “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses,” that He has given believers “the ministry of reconciliation,” and that “he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” Here is 
the gospel in concentrated form.

Define reconciliation carefully. Our sin made us enemies of God, estranged from Him. 
Reconciliation is the restoration of that broken relationship, and God Himself is the one who 
accomplishes it, in Christ, at infinite cost. The initiative is entirely His; He does not wait for us to 
make ourselves acceptable but acts to bring us back while we are still estranged (Romans 5:10).

Explain the great exchange of verse 21. Christ, who knew no sin, was “made sin” for us, bearing 
our guilt and its penalty on the cross, so that in Him we might “become the righteousness of 
God.” We do not contribute our righteousness; we receive His. This is the deepest ground of our 
standing before God, and it should evoke worship.

Now handle the crucial question of how this reconciliation is received, in line with the whole 
New Testament. Paul does not say reconciliation is automatic or merely mental. He pleads, “Be 
reconciled to God,” an appeal that calls for a response. The gospel everywhere defines that 
response: hearing the message, believing in Jesus as Lord and Christ, repenting of sin, confessing 
Him, and being baptized into His death and resurrection, where we are united with Him and rise 
to walk in newness of life (Acts 2:36–38; Romans 6:3–4; Galatians 3:26–27). This is why the 
passage rules out a mere “faith only” response that never obeys the gospel. Reconciliation is 
God’s free gift, accomplished by Christ alone, and it is laid hold of through an obedient, living 
faith, not earned, but truly received in the way God has appointed.



Finally, note that being reconciled makes us a “new creation,” which also rules out the idea that, 
once reconciled, a person may live however he pleases. The new creation is meant to live the 
new life. Those who have been brought home no longer live for themselves (vv. 14–15), and 
they walk in faithfulness to the One who reconciled them. Reconciliation received is 
reconciliation lived. End on the staggering privilege of it all: we who were enemies are now not 
only forgiven but enlisted, made ambassadors who carry God’s own appeal to others. Let 
students feel both the wonder of being reconciled and the dignity of the ministry entrusted to 
them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Reconciliation as God’s work in Christ, restoring those estranged by sin (vv. 18–19; Romans 
5:10)

 The new creation: the old passed away and the new come for those in Christ (v. 17)
 The great exchange: Christ made sin so that we become the righteousness of God (v. 21)
 Reconciliation received through hearing, believing, repenting, confessing, and being 

baptized into Christ (Acts 2:36–38; Romans 6:3–4; Galatians 3:26–27)
 The rejection of a mere “faith only” response that never obeys the gospel
 The new creation called to live the new life, not to presume on grace
 Every believer enlisted as an ambassador carrying God’s appeal, “Be reconciled to God”

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean to be reconciled to God and made a new creation?
 According to the New Testament, how does a person actually receive this reconciliation?
 Why does becoming a “new creation” rule out living however we please after being 

reconciled?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back across the whole chapter, the heavenly home, the judgment seat, the controlling love 
of Christ, the new creation, the call to be reconciled. Name one specific way Jesus is forming you 
through this passage, and what is your first step toward that change this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The capstone question gathers a rich chapter and asks for one specific change. Help students 
avoid generalities; there is much here to land on, the heavenly home, the judgment seat, the 
controlling love of Christ, the new creation, the call to be reconciled and to reconcile.

Invite each student to discern the Spirit’s particular pressure. For one it may be living more in 
light of eternity. For another it may be letting Christ’s love dethrone self. For another it may be 
embracing their identity as an ambassador and actually carrying the appeal to someone.



Ask for both the change and the first step. The change is the inward reorientation; the step is 
concrete, perhaps a conversation with someone who needs to be reconciled to God, a decision 
made by faith rather than sight, or a self-centered pattern surrendered.

Close with the wonder of the chapter. We are new creations, reconciled to God, indwelt by His 
Spirit, awaiting an eternal home, and entrusted with His own ministry of reconciliation. That 
identity is what this lesson is meant to form and release in them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Spiritual formation, not mere information, as the goal of study
 The believer’s identity as a reconciled new creation and ambassador
 Obedient response as the proof that the gospel has taken root
 The Christian life as living out our reconciliation with God

Discussion Prompts

 Which truth from this chapter is the Spirit pressing on you most directly?
 What single change is Jesus inviting you to make?
 What is your first concrete step toward it this week?


