
1 Peter, Teacher’s Guide 

Week 4: Living Honorably Among Outsiders 

1Peter 2:11–17 

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation) 

First Peter 2:11–17 opens the long central section of the letter on how Christians are to live in a 
hostile world. What is doctrinally at stake here is the relationship between the Christian and the 
surrounding society, including the state. Peter teaches that believers are sojourners and exiles 
whose conduct is to be visibly honorable, that good works function as a witness leading 
outsiders to glorify God, that Christians are to submit to governing authorities for the Lord’s 
sake, and that Christian freedom is freedom to serve God rather than license to sin. The teacher 
should be ready to handle the biblical theology of submission to authority (alongside its limit, 
obeying God rather than men), the nature of Christian liberty, and the way the lordship of Christ 
governs every earthly loyalty. 

This passage also presses directly on daily conduct and witness. Peter assumes that the world is 
watching, and that the ordinary integrity of a believer’s life, in work, neighborliness, citizenship, 
and speech, either commends or contradicts the gospel. He also locates the source of honorable 
living in an inner battle, the war between fleshly passions and the soul. The teacher’s task is to 
help students see that holiness is not merely private, that their reputation before outsiders 
matters for the sake of Christ’s name, and that winning the daily inner war is the foundation of a 
public witness that glorifies God. 

Keep both targets in view. Students should leave with a clear, scriptural understanding of how 
to relate to government and society under the lordship of Christ, and with a sharpened sense of 
one place where their own conduct, speech, or inner battle needs to come into line with that 
lordship. The disciple we are forming is a citizen of heaven who, precisely because heaven is 
home, leaves every earthly place better and points watching outsiders toward God. 

Question 1 

Student Question: 

Peter appeals to his readers “as sojourners and exiles” to abstain from fleshly passions “which 
wage war against your soul” (v. 11). What does it mean that Christians are sojourners and exiles, 
and why does this identity change the way we view the desires that war against us? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Peter has just called his readers God’s chosen people; now he reminds them they are also 
“sojourners and exiles” in the world. These two words describe a resident foreigner, someone 
living in a land that is not their homeland, present but not belonging. This is the settled identity 



of the Christian: our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20), and we live here as those passing 
through. 

Notice how Peter uses this identity. Because we are exiles, we are to “abstain from the passions 
of the flesh.” The logic is that a citizen of heaven does not live by the appetites of a country that 
is not their home. The fleshly passions, the sinful desires of our fallen nature, belong to the old 
life and the old country. To indulge them is to act like a permanent resident of a place we are 
only passing through. 

Make clear what Peter means by “the flesh.” He is not condemning the body or natural 
appetites as evil in themselves. The flesh, in this sense, is the fallen self with its disordered 
cravings, desires that pull against God’s will. Food, rest, and physical love are good gifts; the 
passions of the flesh are those same desires twisted out of their God-given bounds. 

Press the sobering image: these passions “wage war against your soul.” This is not a minor 
skirmish but active warfare with eternal stakes. Sinful desire is not a harmless indulgence; it is 
an enemy seeking the ruin of the soul. Seeing our identity as exiles helps us treat these desires 
as the foreign invaders they are, and helps students grow in the seriousness with which they 
fight sin. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The Christian identity as sojourner and exile (Philippians 3:20) 
• The flesh as the fallen self with disordered desires, not the body as such 
• Sinful desire as active warfare against the soul, with eternal stakes 
• Heavenly citizenship as the motive for abstaining from fleshly passions 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does seeing yourself as an exile change the way you view sinful desires? 
• What is the difference between a natural appetite and a “passion of the flesh”? 
• Why does Peter use the language of war for our struggle with sin? 

Question 2 

Student Question: 

Peter speaks of fleshly passions that “wage war against your soul” (v. 11). War is active, 
ongoing, and costly. Where are you currently losing ground in this inner war, perhaps treating a 
compromise as harmless? What would taking that battle seriously look like this week? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 



This question turns the war imagery inward and personal. Peter says these passions “wage war 
against your soul,” and war is active, costly, and ongoing. There is no neutral truce with sin; 
ground is either being held or being lost. 

Help students locate where they are quietly losing. Often the danger is not a dramatic fall but a 
slow surrender: a compromise treated as harmless, a private indulgence excused, a desire fed 
rather than fought. Lust, greed, anger, gluttony, the craving for approval, the numbing pull of 
entertainment, any of these can advance while we tell ourselves it is no big deal. Naming the 
specific battleground is the first step toward fighting it. 

Move toward serious action. Taking the battle seriously might mean cutting off access to a 
temptation, confessing to a trusted brother or sister, establishing accountability, or replacing an 
old pattern with a holy one. Encourage one concrete step this week. The goal is not anxious self-
effort but a sober refusal to keep handing ground to an enemy of the soul, trusting God’s 
strength in the fight. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Sanctification as active warfare, not passive drifting 
• The danger of treating compromise as harmless 
• Naming the specific battleground as the first step to victory 
• Practical means of resistance: removal of temptation, confession, accountability 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where are you currently losing ground in the inner war? 
• What compromise have you been treating as harmless? 
• What would taking that battle seriously look like this week? 

Question 3 

Student Question: 

Peter says to keep our conduct honorable so that those who accuse us “may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day of visitation” (v. 12). How does the everyday good conduct of 
Christians function as a witness, and what does it mean that outsiders might one day “glorify 
God” because of it? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Peter sets out a deliberate strategy for Christians living under suspicion. They are being spoken 
against “as evildoers,” accused of being subversive or immoral simply for being Christians. 
Peter’s answer is not protest or retaliation but a life so visibly good that the accusations are 
exposed as false. 



Notice the word “see.” Outsiders “may see your good deeds.” Christian witness is not only 
spoken; it is watched. The honest workman, the generous neighbor, the faithful spouse, the 
person who keeps their word and pays their debts and serves quietly, all of this is on display, 
and it preaches. Jesus said the same thing: let your light shine so that people “may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father” (Matthew 5:16). 

Explain the phrase “the day of visitation.” It refers to a time when God visits a person, whether 
in saving grace now or in final judgment. Peter’s hope is that a Christian’s good conduct, 
observed over time, will help bring a critic to the point where they themselves glorify God, 
perhaps even coming to faith. The good life is not the gospel itself, but it can open a door for the 
gospel and silence the slander that would keep someone from hearing it. 

Help students grow in faith by seeing the dignity of ordinary obedience. They may never preach 
a sermon, but the way they live in front of watching outsiders is a daily testimony that can lead 
someone to glorify God. This raises the stakes on the small, unseen choices of integrity. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Good works as a visible witness that commends the gospel (Matthew 5:14–16) 
• Christian conduct answering slander with integrity rather than retaliation 
• “The day of visitation” as God visiting in grace or judgment 
• The hope that observed goodness leads outsiders to glorify God 
• The dignity and evangelistic weight of ordinary obedience 

Discussion Prompts 

• How can the ordinary goodness of your life become a witness to outsiders? 
• Where have you seen a good life change someone’s opinion of the faith? 
• Why does Peter answer slander with good conduct rather than argument or retaliation? 

Question 4 

Student Question: 

Peter assumes that outsiders are watching how Christians live (v. 12). Think about the people 
who watch your life most closely: coworkers, neighbors, family who do not share your faith. 
What are they actually learning about Christ from the way you live? What would you want to 
change? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This question makes the witness of verse 12 personal. Peter assumes outsiders are watching; 
this question asks students to consider who is watching them, and what those watchers are 
actually learning about Christ. 



Help students identify their real audience: the coworker in the next cubicle, the neighbor across 
the fence, the unbelieving relative at holiday gatherings, the cashier they see every week. These 
people may never enter a church building, but they are reading a living epistle in the believer’s 
daily conduct, their patience in traffic, their honesty about money, their kindness under 
pressure, their words about people who are not present. 

Invite honest reflection. Sometimes the hardest gap to face is between the Christian we are on 
Sunday and the person our coworkers and family experience the rest of the week. Without 
inducing shame, encourage students to name one specific way their everyday conduct could 
better reflect Christ to a particular watcher, and to take a step toward it. Growth in 
Christlikeness is measured not only in private devotion but in how we are experienced by those 
who do not share our faith. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The believer’s daily life as a living epistle read by outsiders 
• Consistency between Sunday faith and weekday conduct 
• Identifying the specific people who watch our lives 
• Honest self-assessment of the witness our conduct gives 

Discussion Prompts 

• Who watches your life most closely, and what are they learning about Christ from it? 
• Where is the biggest gap between your Sunday faith and your weekday conduct? 
• What is one way your everyday life could better reflect Christ to a specific person? 

Question 5 

Student Question: 

Peter commands, “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,” whether to the 
emperor or to governors (vv. 13–14). What is the basis and the limit of a Christian’s submission 
to governing authorities, and what does the phrase “for the Lord’s sake” add to this command? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Peter commands submission “to every human institution,” naming the emperor and his 
governors. This is striking, since the emperor in view was likely Nero, no friend of Christians. 
Peter teaches that Christians are to be model citizens, submitting to governing authorities and 
the rule of law, not because the rulers are godly, but “for the Lord’s sake.” 

Ground this in the wider biblical teaching. Paul says the governing authorities are instituted by 
God and are His servants for order and justice (Romans 13:1–7). Government, even imperfect 
government, restrains evil and preserves a measure of peace, and God stands behind the 



legitimate ordering of society. So a Christian generally honors the law, pays taxes, and respects 
those in office, as an act of obedience to God. 

Explain the phrase “for the Lord’s sake.” This is the key that unlocks the command. We do not 
submit because the state is supreme; we submit because our Lord, who is supreme, calls us to 
live orderly, honorable lives that adorn the gospel. Submission to human authority is itself an act 
of submission to Christ. This protects us from rebellion on one side and from idolizing the state 
on the other. 

State the limit clearly, because Scripture does. Submission to human authority is not absolute. 
When a government commands what God forbids, or forbids what God commands, the believer 
must “obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The apostles themselves refused to stop 
preaching Christ when ordered to. So the rule is honor and submission as the norm, with 
faithful, respectful disobedience only where obedience to the state would mean disobedience 
to God. Holding this balance helps students grow in a faith that is both law-abiding and 
ultimately loyal to Christ above all. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Submission to governing authorities as instituted by God (Romans 13:1–7) 
• Government as God’s servant for order and justice, even when imperfect 
• “For the Lord’s sake” as the true motive of civil submission 
• The limit of submission: obeying God rather than men (Acts 5:29) 
• Avoiding both rebellion against authority and idolatry of the state 

Discussion Prompts 

• On what basis does Peter call Christians to submit even to a hostile government? 
• What does “for the Lord’s sake” add to the command to submit? 
• Where is the line at which a Christian must obey God rather than human authority? 

Question 6 

Student Question: 

Peter calls believers to honor and submit to governing authorities, even authorities that were 
often hostile to them (vv. 13–14, 17). How do your own attitudes, words, and conduct toward 
government and those in authority compare to what Peter commands? Where might your 
speech or spirit need to change? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This question turns the teaching on authority inward. It is easy to discuss government in the 
abstract; it is harder to examine our own attitudes, words, and conduct toward those in power, 
especially leaders we did not vote for or strongly oppose. 



Help students hold up their speech and spirit to Peter’s standard. Peter commands honoring the 
emperor and submitting to governors who were, in many cases, hostile to the faith. Yet 
Christians today often speak of leaders with contempt, mockery, or seething anger, sometimes 
more shaped by partisan culture than by Scripture. Peter’s call to “honor” does not require 
agreement or approval, but it does rule out a spirit of contempt. 

Move toward specific change. This might mean praying for leaders rather than only criticizing 
them (1 Timothy 2:1–2), guarding our speech online and in conversation, refusing to let political 
anger crowd out Christian charity, and modeling for our children a respect for lawful authority 
even amid strong disagreement. The aim is not political passivity but a manner of engaging that 
honors Christ and adorns the gospel before a watching world. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Honoring authority without necessarily approving of it 
• Guarding speech and spirit toward leaders, online and in person 
• Praying for those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1–2) 
• Letting Scripture, not partisan culture, shape our civic attitudes 

Discussion Prompts 

• How do your words and spirit toward government compare to Peter’s call to honor? 
• What is the difference between honoring a leader and approving of them? 
• What would it look like to pray for leaders you strongly disagree with? 

Question 7 

Student Question: 

Peter says we are to live “as people who are free, and not using your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil, but living as servants of God” (v. 16). How can a Christian be genuinely free and a servant of 
God at the same time, and how does this guard against both legalism and license? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Peter holds together two ideas that sound contradictory: “as people who are free” and “as 
servants of God.” The Christian is genuinely free, freed from sin’s penalty and power, freed from 
earning God’s favor, freed from slavery to human opinion. Yet that very freedom is to be used in 
the service of God. 

Explain the danger Peter names: using freedom “as a cover-up for evil.” There is a counterfeit 
freedom that says, “I am saved by grace, so my conduct does not matter,” turning liberty into a 
license to sin. Peter flatly rejects this. Christian freedom is never freedom to do wrong; it is 
freedom to do right, freedom from the things that once enslaved us so that we can now serve 
God gladly. 



Show how this guards against two opposite errors. On one side is legalism, the attempt to earn 
standing with God by rule-keeping, which denies our freedom in Christ. On the other is license, 
the abuse of grace as permission to indulge the flesh, which denies that we are servants of God. 
The biblical path runs between them: we are free servants, liberated by grace precisely so that 
we can obey from the heart (Galatians 5:13). 

Help students grow in faith by feeling the joy of this. Servanthood under God is not a cage but 
the truest freedom, the freedom of a fish in water or a train on its tracks, free because it is doing 
what it was made for. The Christian most fully free is the one most fully given to serving God and 
others. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Genuine Christian freedom: freed from sin, guilt, and slavery to opinion 
• Freedom not to be used as a cover-up for evil (against license) 
• Service of God as the purpose of Christian freedom (Galatians 5:13) 
• The biblical balance avoiding both legalism and license 
• True freedom found in serving the God who made us 

Discussion Prompts 

• How can a Christian be both genuinely free and a servant of God? 
• What does it look like to use freedom “as a cover-up for evil,” and why is it so tempting? 
• How does this teaching guard against both legalism and license in your own life? 

Question 8 

Student Question: 

Peter gives four crisp commands: “Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor” (v. 17). Which of these four is hardest for you right now, and why? What would 
obeying it this week actually require of you? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Peter closes with four short, memorable commands: “Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the emperor.” Together they map the believer’s relationships in every 
direction: toward all people, toward the church family, toward God, and toward the state. 

Draw out the careful distinctions. We “honor” everyone, recognizing the dignity of every person 
made in God’s image. We “love” the brotherhood with the special, family affection due fellow 
believers. We “fear” God alone, with reverent awe that belongs to Him and no one else. And we 
“honor” even the emperor, but notice that we fear God while we only honor the emperor. The 
state gets respect; God alone gets the reverence due deity. That single distinction quietly 
refuses the emperor-worship of Peter’s day and guards against all idolatry of the state. 



Make the question concrete. Ask students which of the four is hardest for them right now. For 
one person it is honoring everyone, including the difficult or undeserving. For another it is loving 
the church family, especially a particular brother or sister. For another it is fearing God in a way 
that actually governs daily choices. For another it is honoring authorities they despise. Inviting 
students to name the hard one, and one step toward obeying it, turns the verse from a tidy 
summary into real growth in Christ. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Honoring every person as an image-bearer of God 
• Special family love owed to fellow believers 
• Reverent fear owed to God alone, not to the state 
• Honor for civil authority that stops short of worship 
• The fourfold map of the believer’s relationships 

Discussion Prompts 

• Which of the four commands in verse 17 is hardest for you right now, and why? 
• Why does Peter say we fear God but only honor the emperor? 
• What would obeying your hardest command actually require this week? 

Question 9 

Student Question: 

Peter grounds the whole of this honorable living in the lordship of Christ, telling us to submit “for 
the Lord’s sake” and to live “as servants of God” who “fear God” (vv. 13, 16–17). How does the 
lordship of Jesus reorder all our other loyalties, to self, to culture, and to the state, and what 
does it mean in practice to do everything “for the Lord’s sake”? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This is the heaviest doctrinal block of the lesson, because it names the principle beneath the 
whole passage: the lordship of Jesus Christ over every part of life. Peter says to submit “for the 
Lord’s sake” (v. 13) and to live “as servants of God” who “fear God” (vv. 16–17). Every other 
loyalty, to self, to culture, to the state, is reordered under the supreme loyalty to Christ. 

Explain what the lordship of Christ means. Jesus is not merely Savior in a private, personal 
sense; He is Lord, the risen King who reigns now at the right hand of the Father, with all 
authority in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). To confess Jesus as Lord is to acknowledge 
that He has the rightful claim over every area of life: our desires, our work, our citizenship, our 
speech, our money, our relationships. There is no neutral zone where His lordship does not 
reach. 



Show how this reorders our loyalties. Self is dethroned; we no longer live for our own appetites 
(v. 11). Culture is relativized; we do not take our cues from a world that is not our home. The 
state is honored but not worshiped; it receives our submission for the Lord’s sake, never the 
reverence due to God. When loyalties conflict, the lordship of Christ settles the matter: we obey 
God rather than men. This single principle untangles most of the practical questions Christians 
face about how to live in the world. 

Make the phrase “for the Lord’s sake” concrete. To do everything for the Lord’s sake is to take 
the most ordinary acts, working honestly, paying taxes, honoring a leader, restraining a desire, 
and offer them to Christ as acts of obedient worship. It transforms duty into devotion. The 
Christian does not submit to the state because the state is ultimate, but because Christ is 
ultimate and has called us to live this way. 

Help students grow in faith by examining where the lordship of Christ has not yet reached. Most 
of us have quiet zones, an area of money, a relationship, a private habit, a political loyalty, that 
we have not truly handed over. Inviting students to bring one such zone under Christ’s lordship 
this week is the formational heart of the lesson. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The lordship of Christ over every area of life (Matthew 28:18) 
• Jesus reigning now as risen King at the Father’s right hand 
• Self dethroned, culture relativized, the state honored but not worshiped 
• Conflicting loyalties resolved by obeying God rather than men 
• Doing everyday acts “for the Lord’s sake,” turning duty into worship 
• Identifying areas not yet surrendered to Christ’s lordship 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does it mean, practically, that Jesus is Lord over every area of life? 
• How does the lordship of Christ reorder your loyalties to self, culture, and the state? 
• What is one “zone” of your life you have not yet truly brought under Christ’s lordship? 

Question 10 

Student Question: 

Look back over the whole passage. Peter calls exiles to win the inner war, to live honorably 
before a watching world, to submit for the Lord’s sake, and to live as free servants of God. Name 
one specific way you sense Jesus forming you through these verses. What is the single truth from 
1 Peter 2:11–17 you most need to carry into this week? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 



This capstone gathers the whole passage. Peter has called exiles to win the inner war against 
fleshly passions (v. 11), to live honorably before a watching world (v. 12), to submit to authority 
for the Lord’s sake (vv. 13–15), to live as free servants of God (v. 16), and to honor all, love the 
church, fear God, and honor the emperor (v. 17). The question asks each student to name one 
specific way Christ is forming them through these verses. 

Resist generalities. Walk students back through the movement of the passage: the inner battle 
being lost, the witness their life gives to watchers, the spirit of their speech toward authority, 
the freedom misused or underused, the command in verse 17 that is hardest. Invite each person 
to name the single point that lands most directly on their life. 

Close by reminding students that the goal is transformation. They are citizens of heaven walking 
through an earthly country, and how they walk either commends or contradicts their Lord. 
Encourage each person to carry one truth from this passage into the week, to return to it, and to 
act on it, so that watching outsiders might glorify God. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Honorable living before a watching world as a function of Christ’s lordship 
• The inner war as the foundation of public witness 
• Transformation expressed in conduct, speech, and loyalty 
• Self-examination leading to one concrete step 

Discussion Prompts 

• Which truth from this passage lands most directly on your life right now? 
• What one concrete step toward honorable living can you take before we meet again? 
• How can this group support and pray for you in that specific step? 


