
The Books of 1 and 2 Thessalonians
Lesson 12: Pray for Us; the Lord Is Faithful -- 2 Thessalonians 3:1–5

It is a striking thing to watch the great apostle Paul, the man who planted churches across the 
Roman world, turn to a small, struggling congregation and ask them to pray for him. “Finally, 
brothers, pray for us.” He does not ask for sympathy or admiration. He asks for prayer, and 
specifically for one thing above all: that the word of the Lord would run swiftly and be honored 
everywhere it goes, just as it had been honored among them. Here is Paul’s heartbeat laid bare. 
More than his own comfort, more even than his own safety, he longs for the gospel to advance. 
And he believes the prayers of ordinary believers actually help carry it forward.

Paul is realistic about the obstacles. He asks to be delivered from “wicked and evil men,” and 
then adds a quiet, sobering line: “For not all have faith.” Not everyone will welcome the 
message. Not everyone will believe. The gospel does not march forward unopposed; it meets 
resistance, hostility, and rejection. This is a word every Christian who has tried to share their 
faith needs to hear. When people refuse the message or oppose the messenger, it is not a sign 
that something has gone wrong. It is exactly what Paul expected. Not all have faith.

But then comes one of those glorious hinges that Paul loves. “Not all have faith. But the Lord is 
faithful.” Set those two sentences side by side and feel the contrast. People may be faithless, 
but the Lord never is. He will establish you, Paul says, and guard you against the evil one. The 
same enemy who opposes the gospel cannot pluck God’s people from His hand. Paul lifts the 
church’s eyes from the unreliability of people to the unshakable faithfulness of God. Whatever 
opposition comes, the Lord who began His work in them will hold them fast.

Paul ends this short section with a prayer so beautiful it is worth memorizing: “May the Lord 
direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.” Our hearts, left to 
themselves, wander. They drift toward fear, toward self, toward a hundred lesser things. Paul 
prays that the Lord would take these wandering hearts and aim them at two fixed points: the 
love God has for us, and the patient steadfastness with which Christ endured. So this lesson is 
about prayer, about the advance of the gospel against real opposition, about the faithfulness of 
God who keeps us, and about the deep need of every one of us to have our hearts directed back 
to the love of God and the steadfastness of Christ. Let it both enlarge your prayers and steady 
your heart.

Group Discussion: Paul, the seasoned apostle, asks a young church to pray for him and for the 
advance of the gospel. Why do we so often underestimate the power and importance of praying 
for one another and for the spread of God’s word? What might change if we took it as seriously 
as Paul did?



Personal Reflection: Paul prays that the Lord would “direct your hearts to the love of God and 
to the steadfastness of Christ.” Where has your own heart been wandering lately, and what 
would it look like for God to redirect it to His love and to Christ’s steadfastness?

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1–5

Study Questions

1. Paul asks the church to pray “that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, 
as happened among you” (v. 1). What does this teach about the priority of the gospel’s 
advance and about the real role of prayer in it?

2. How central is the spread of the gospel in your own prayers? What would it look like for you 
to begin praying regularly and specifically that God’s word would run swiftly and be honored 
where you live and beyond?

3. Paul asks to be delivered “from wicked and evil men,” adding, “For not all have faith” (v. 2). 
What does this teach about the opposition the gospel meets and about the sober reality 
that not everyone will believe?

4. When you share your faith or live openly as a Christian and meet resistance or rejection, 
how do you tend to interpret it? How does Paul’s reminder that “not all have faith” free you 
to keep being faithful without being discouraged?

5. Paul pivots from human faithlessness to divine faithfulness: “But the Lord is faithful. He will 
establish you and guard you against the evil one” (v. 3). What does this teach about the 
Lord’s faithfulness and His commitment to keep and protect His people?

6. In what area of life do you most need to lean on the faithfulness of the Lord right now, 
especially where the people or circumstances around you have proven unreliable? What 
would trusting His faithfulness look like there?

7. Paul says, “We have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the 
things that we command” (v. 4). What does this teach about where our confidence in fellow 
believers comes from, and about the expectation that genuine faith goes on obeying?

8. Whose growth and faithfulness could you encourage by expressing confidence in them, the 
way Paul did? And where do you sense the Lord calling you to keep doing and to go on doing 
what He commands?

9. Paul prays, “May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of 
Christ” (v. 5). What does this teach about the heart’s need to be directed by God, and about 
the two anchors He points us to: the love of God and the steadfastness of Christ?

10. Look back across this short passage. Name one specific way you sense Jesus calling you to 
pray for the gospel, to trust His faithfulness, or to have your heart redirected to His love, 
and what your first step will be.

Now or Later



Reflect on these passages: Colossians 4:2–4, devoting ourselves to prayer that God would open 
a door for the word; Matthew 9:37–38, praying the Lord of the harvest to send out workers; 
Philippians 1:6, confidence that God will complete the work He began; John 10:27–29, the 
security of Christ’s sheep in the Father’s hand; Romans 5:3–5, the steadfastness produced as 
God’s love is poured into our hearts.


