
The Books of 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 12: Pray for Us; the Lord Is Faithful

2 Thessalonians 3:1–5

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

What is doctrinally at stake in this passage is the advance of the gospel against real opposition 
and the faithfulness of God who keeps His people. Paul prioritizes the spread of God’s word and 
the partnership of prayer in it, acknowledges soberly that not all will believe, and then anchors 
the church in the Lord’s faithfulness to establish and guard them against the evil one. This holds 
together two convictions treasured in our churches: that God is faithful to keep those who are 
His, and that this keeping does not bypass our continued obedience, since Paul in the same 
breath expresses confidence that they will go on doing what he commands. The passage also 
models intercessory prayer and ends by directing the heart to the love of God and the 
steadfastness of Christ.

At the same time, this passage is warmly formational. It enlarges our prayers beyond ourselves 
to the mission of the gospel, steadies us against the discouragement of rejection, anchors us in 
God’s faithfulness when people prove unreliable, and addresses the wandering of our hearts. 
The aim is to make students people of prayer for the gospel, people who trust the Lord’s 
faithfulness, and people whose hearts are continually redirected to God’s love and Christ’s 
steadfastness.

So aim at both targets. Ground students in the priority of the gospel, the reality of opposition, 
and the keeping faithfulness of God, and stir them to pray for the word’s advance, to trust the 
Lord where people fail, and to let Him direct their hearts. Let the lesson both expand their vision 
and settle their souls.

Question 1

Student Question:

Paul asks the church to pray “that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as 
happened among you” (v. 1). What does this teach about the priority of the gospel’s advance 
and about the real role of prayer in it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Begin with the remarkable fact that Paul asks for prayer. The great apostle does not consider 
himself self-sufficient; he depends on the prayers of an ordinary church. Help students see that 
prayer is not a last resort but a genuine means God uses to advance His work. Paul believed 
their prayers would actually make a difference.



Focus on what Paul asks them to pray: that “the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be 
honored.” His first concern is not his comfort but the gospel’s advance. The image is of the word 
running swiftly, like a runner unhindered, and being honored, welcomed and glorified, wherever 
it goes. This is the heartbeat of mission.

Draw out the priority. Of all the things Paul could request, he leads with the spread and honor of 
God’s word. This reorders our prayers. Much of our praying centers on our own needs and 
circumstances; Paul models a praying life centered on the gospel’s progress in the world.

Apply it. Help students see that they have a real part in the advance of the gospel through 
prayer. Encourage them to make the spread and honor of God’s word a regular, specific subject 
of their prayers, joining Paul’s heartbeat for the world.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Prayer as a genuine means God uses to advance His work (Colossians 4:2–4)
 The priority of the gospel’s advance in our praying
 Even mature leaders depending on the prayers of the church
 The word running swiftly and being honored as the heart of mission

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Paul, the great apostle, ask a young church to pray for him?
 What does it say that his first request is for the gospel’s advance?
 How might this reorder the focus of our prayers?

Question 2

Student Question:

How central is the spread of the gospel in your own prayers? What would it look like for you to 
begin praying regularly and specifically that God’s word would run swiftly and be honored where 
you live and beyond?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question asks students to assess the place of the gospel’s advance in their 
own prayer lives. Honest reflection usually reveals that our prayers are heavily weighted toward 
our own needs and those of people we know, with little attention to the spread of God’s word.

Help students see this not as condemnation but as an invitation to enlarge their prayers. Paul’s 
example expands the horizon of intercession to include missionaries, the church’s witness, open 
doors for the gospel, and the honoring of God’s word in places near and far.



Encourage a concrete practice. Invite students to begin praying regularly and specifically for the 
gospel’s advance, perhaps naming particular people, ministries, or places. The aim is to move 
the spread of God’s word from the margins to the center of their praying.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Examining the place of the gospel’s advance in our prayers
 Enlarging intercession beyond our own needs
 Praying specifically for missions, witness, and open doors
 Joining Paul’s heartbeat for the world in prayer

Discussion Prompts

 How central is the spread of the gospel in your prayers?
 What would it look like to pray regularly for God’s word to advance?
 For whom or where could you begin praying this way?

Question 3

Student Question:

Paul asks to be delivered “from wicked and evil men,” adding, “For not all have faith” (v. 2). 
What does this teach about the opposition the gospel meets and about the sober reality that not 
everyone will believe?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Focus this question on Paul’s realism about opposition. He asks to be delivered from “wicked 
and evil men,” then explains, “For not all have faith.” Help students hear this sober truth: the 
gospel meets genuine resistance, and not everyone will believe. Paul does not expect universal 
acceptance.

Set this in the context of the whole letter. The Thessalonians were suffering persecution; Paul 
himself faced hostile opponents. Opposition to the gospel is normal, not exceptional. The 
message of a crucified and risen Lord confronts human pride and sin, and many will reject it.

Draw out the freeing effect of “not all have faith.” This guards us against two errors: blaming 
ourselves whenever someone rejects the gospel, and being shocked or discouraged by 
opposition. When we remember that not all will believe, we can keep being faithful witnesses 
without taking every rejection as personal failure.

Apply it. Help students hold together earnest evangelism and realistic expectations. We share 
the gospel faithfully and pray for its advance, while accepting that the response is not finally in 
our hands and that some will refuse. This keeps us both diligent and at peace.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 The gospel meeting real opposition and rejection (John 15:18–20)
 The sober reality that not everyone will believe
 Opposition as normal rather than a sign of failure
 Holding earnest witness together with realistic expectations

Discussion Prompts

 What does Paul’s line “not all have faith” teach us to expect?
 Why is opposition to the gospel normal rather than exceptional?
 How does this truth free us as we share our faith?

Question 4

Student Question:

When you share your faith or live openly as a Christian and meet resistance or rejection, how do 
you tend to interpret it? How does Paul’s reminder that “not all have faith” free you to keep 
being faithful without being discouraged?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question applies the reality of opposition to the student’s own experience of 
sharing faith. Many believers are discouraged or silenced by rejection, concluding that they have 
failed or that witness is futile.

Help students examine how they interpret resistance. Do they take every rejection as personal 
failure? Do they let it silence them? Paul’s reminder reframes resistance: it is the expected 
encounter of the gospel with hearts that do not yet have faith, not a verdict on the witness.

Encourage perseverance without discouragement. We are responsible to share faithfully and 
lovingly; we are not responsible for the response. Invite students to identify where rejection has 
discouraged them and to receive the freedom of “not all have faith,” so they can keep 
witnessing with peace.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Interpreting rejection rightly when we share our faith
 Being responsible for faithful witness, not for the response
 Perseverance in witness without discouragement
 Freedom from taking every rejection as personal failure

Discussion Prompts

 How do you tend to interpret resistance when you live or speak as a Christian?
 How does “not all have faith” free you to keep being faithful?
 Where do you need that freedom right now?



Question 5

Student Question:

Paul pivots from human faithlessness to divine faithfulness: “But the Lord is faithful. He will 
establish you and guard you against the evil one” (v. 3). What does this teach about the Lord’s 
faithfulness and His commitment to keep and protect His people?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns on the glorious hinge of the passage: “Not all have faith. But the Lord is 
faithful.” Help students feel the deliberate contrast. Over against the faithlessness of people 
stands the unfailing faithfulness of the Lord. Paul lifts the church’s eyes from unreliable people 
to a reliable God.

Unpack what the Lord’s faithfulness secures: “He will establish you and guard you against the 
evil one.” The God who is faithful will strengthen His people and protect them from the enemy 
who opposes the gospel. The same evil one at work in the world cannot overpower those the 
Lord guards.

Hold this together with the rest of the letter’s teaching, and with our churches’ convictions. The 
Lord’s faithful keeping is real and strong; we are genuinely guarded by Him. At the same time, 
this keeping is not a guarantee that overrides our continued faith, for in the very next verse Paul 
expresses confidence that they will go on obeying. God is faithful to hold those who continue to 
trust and follow Him. His faithfulness is the ground of our security, and we remain in it by 
ongoing faith.

Apply it pastorally. When people fail us, when opposition presses, when our own faith feels 
shaky, the anchor is not our reliability but the Lord’s. He is faithful, and He will keep His people. 
Help students transfer their confidence from people and circumstances to the faithful God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The faithfulness of the Lord contrasted with the faithlessness of people (2 Timothy 2:13)
 The Lord establishing and guarding His people against the evil one (John 10:28–29)
 God’s faithful keeping as real and strong, the ground of our security
 His keeping held together with our continued faith and obedience, not overriding it
 Transferring confidence from unreliable people to the faithful God

Discussion Prompts

 What is the force of the contrast between human faithlessness and the Lord’s faithfulness?
 What does the Lord’s faithfulness secure for His people?
 How do we hold His keeping together with our call to keep trusting and obeying?

Question 6



Student Question:

In what area of life do you most need to lean on the faithfulness of the Lord right now, especially 
where the people or circumstances around you have proven unreliable? What would trusting His 
faithfulness look like there?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question applies the Lord’s faithfulness to the student’s actual life, especially 
where people or circumstances have proven unreliable. Everyone has experienced the 
disappointment of people who fail us; Paul points us to the One who never does.

Help students name a specific area, a broken relationship, a letdown, an uncertain circumstance, 
where they have been leaning on something or someone unreliable. The aim is to identify where 
trust has been misplaced or shaken.

Encourage a deliberate transfer of trust. Leaning on the Lord’s faithfulness means bringing the 
unreliable situation to Him, resting in His character rather than in shifting people and 
circumstances, and acting in trust rather than anxiety. Invite one concrete way to lean on His 
faithfulness this week.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Leaning on the Lord’s faithfulness where people prove unreliable
 Identifying where our trust has been misplaced or shaken
 Resting in God’s character rather than shifting circumstances
 Acting in trust rather than anxiety (Proverbs 3:5–6)

Discussion Prompts

 Where do you most need to lean on the Lord’s faithfulness right now?
 Where have people or circumstances proven unreliable?
 What would trusting His faithfulness look like there?

Question 7

Student Question:

Paul says, “We have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things 
that we command” (v. 4). What does this teach about where our confidence in fellow believers 
comes from, and about the expectation that genuine faith goes on obeying?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Focus this question on Paul’s expression of confidence: “We have confidence in the Lord about 
you, that you are doing and will do the things that we command.” Help students notice the 



crucial phrase “in the Lord.” Paul’s confidence in the Thessalonians is not finally confidence in 
their willpower but confidence in the Lord at work in them.

Draw out the basis of confidence in fellow believers. We can have real, hopeful confidence in 
one another, not because people are inherently reliable (the passage just said not all have faith), 
but because the faithful Lord is at work in His people. Our hope for one another rests on God’s 
work, which frees us to believe the best and encourage growth.

Note the expectation embedded here: that they “are doing and will do” what Paul commands. 
Genuine faith is expected to go on obeying. Paul does not separate believing from doing; he 
expects continued obedience as the normal fruit of faith. This reflects the conviction that saving 
faith is a living, obedient faith that perseveres.

Apply it. Help students see two things: the power of expressing godly confidence in others (it 
encourages and calls them upward), and the call to keep doing and to go on doing what God 
commands. Confidence in the Lord and the expectation of obedience belong together.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Confidence in fellow believers grounded in the Lord’s work in them (Philippians 1:6)
 The encouraging power of expressing godly confidence in others
 Genuine faith expected to go on obeying (James 2:18)
 Continued obedience as the normal fruit of living faith

Discussion Prompts

 Why is Paul’s confidence “in the Lord” rather than in the people themselves?
 How can expressing confidence in others encourage their growth?
 What does it say that Paul expects them to keep on obeying?

Question 8

Student Question:

Whose growth and faithfulness could you encourage by expressing confidence in them, the way 
Paul did? And where do you sense the Lord calling you to keep doing and to go on doing what He 
commands?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question has two parts: encouraging others and persevering oneself. First, it 
invites students to follow Paul’s example of expressing godly confidence in others. Many people 
are starved for encouragement and would be strengthened by a sincere word of confidence in 
their growth.



Help students think of specific people, a younger believer, a struggling friend, a family member, 
in whom they could express hopeful confidence. This is a concrete, powerful form of 
encouragement that calls people upward rather than tearing them down.

Second, the question turns to the student’s own perseverance: where is the Lord calling them to 
keep doing and to go on doing what He commands? Encourage students to identify an area of 
obedience to sustain, not just begin. Faithfulness over the long haul is the mark of living faith.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Encouraging others by expressing godly confidence in them
 The hunger many feel for sincere encouragement
 Persevering in obedience over the long haul
 Faithfulness as continuing, not just beginning

Discussion Prompts

 Whose faithfulness could you encourage by expressing confidence in them?
 Where is the Lord calling you to keep doing what He commands?
 What helps you persevere in obedience over time?

Question 9

Student Question:

Paul prays, “May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of 
Christ” (v. 5). What does this teach about the heart’s need to be directed by God, and about the 
two anchors He points us to: the love of God and the steadfastness of Christ?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the doctrinal climax of the lesson, and it is one of the most beautiful prayers in Scripture: 
“May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.” Help 
students dwell on each part. The prayer assumes that our hearts need to be directed, and it 
names two places the Lord aims them.

Begin with the heart’s need for direction. Our hearts, left to themselves, wander, toward fear, 
toward self, toward idols, toward a thousand lesser loves. Paul prays that the Lord Himself 
would take our wandering hearts and aim them rightly. This is a humble admission that we 
cannot keep our own hearts on course; we need God to direct them. It is also an 
encouragement to pray this for ourselves.

Unpack the first anchor: “the love of God.” This likely means both God’s love for us and our love 
for God, and the two are joined. The Lord directs our hearts to rest in how deeply God loves us 
and to respond by loving Him. A heart anchored in the love of God is steadied against fear and 
drawn toward holiness. This is the deepest security of the believer.



Unpack the second anchor: “the steadfastness of Christ.” The word means patient endurance. 
The Lord directs our hearts to the patient steadfastness of Christ, both His own endurance (He 
endured the cross and all opposition without wavering) and the endurance He gives and models 
for us. Fixing our hearts on how Christ endured strengthens us to endure. In a letter full of 
suffering and waiting, this is exactly the steadiness the church needs.

Bring the two together. The love of God assures us we are held; the steadfastness of Christ 
shows us how to hold on. Together they form the settled, steady heart God wants to give us. 
Help students make this their own prayer, asking the Lord to direct their wandering hearts to His 
love and to the patient endurance of Christ. This is the formational heart of the whole passage.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The heart’s need to be directed by God, since it wanders on its own (Jeremiah 17:9; 
Proverbs 4:23)

 The love of God, both His love for us and our love for Him, as the heart’s anchor (Romans 
5:5)

 The steadfastness (patient endurance) of Christ as our model and strength (Hebrews 12:1–
3)

 God’s love assuring us we are held, and Christ’s steadfastness teaching us to hold on
 Praying for God to redirect our wandering hearts as a regular discipline

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Paul pray for the Lord to direct their hearts, and what does that admit about us?
 What does it mean to have your heart anchored in the love of God?
 How does fixing our hearts on the steadfastness of Christ help us endure?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back across this short passage. Name one specific way you sense Jesus calling you to pray 
for the gospel, to trust His faithfulness, or to have your heart redirected to His love, and what 
your first step will be.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone draws the passage toward personal response. Help students choose one thread, 
praying for the gospel’s advance, trusting the Lord’s faithfulness, persevering in obedience, or 
having their hearts redirected to God’s love and Christ’s steadfastness, and listen for the Spirit’s 
prompting.



Steer toward a concrete first step: a specific way to pray for the word’s advance, a situation in 
which to lean on God’s faithfulness, a wandering of the heart to bring to the Lord. Formation 
happens in specifics.

Close by praying Paul’s own prayer over the group, that the Lord would direct their hearts to the 
love of God and the steadfastness of Christ. Send students out with enlarged prayers and 
steadied hearts.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Personal response as the goal of studying Scripture (James 1:22)
 Praying for the gospel’s advance
 Trusting the Lord’s faithfulness
 Letting God redirect the wandering heart

Discussion Prompts

 What one truth from this passage is the Spirit pressing on you?
 What concrete first step will you take this week?
 How can this group support one another in taking it?


