
The Books of 1 and 2 Thessalonians
Lesson 2: Paul’s Integrity in Ministry -- 1 Thessalonians 2:1–12

We have all met the smooth talker. The salesman who is just a little too friendly, the public 
figure who says exactly what the crowd wants to hear, the acquaintance whose compliments 
always seem to come right before they ask you for something. We learn, often the hard way, to 
be suspicious of polished words. So when Paul reminds the Thessalonians of how he behaved 
among them, he is doing something braver than it first appears. He is inviting them to examine 
his record. You were there, he says. You saw how I lived. You know I was not in this for what I 
could get.

Paul had every earthly reason to soft-pedal the message or to milk the relationship for status 
and money. Traveling teachers in his day often did exactly that, flattering audiences, collecting 
fees, building reputations. Paul did the opposite. He preached a message that got him beaten 
and jailed in Philippi just before he arrived in Thessalonica, and he kept preaching it anyway. He 
refused flattery. He took no money from them, working with his own hands night and day so he 
would not be a burden. He was not after their applause; he was after their souls.

What comes through in these verses is not a job description but a heart laid bare. Paul reaches 
for two of the tenderest images he knows. He says he was gentle among them like a nursing 
mother caring for her own children, and that he dealt with each of them like a father with his 
children, encouraging, comforting, and urging them on. This is what gospel ministry looked like 
in him: not cold professionalism, not religious performance, but a love so real that he says he 
shared not only the message of God but his very own life.

This passage holds up a mirror for all of us, not only for preachers. Every one of us carries 
influence with someone. Every one of us is tempted, in a hundred small ways, to please people 
rather than God, to use relationships rather than serve them, to perform rather than love. As we 
walk through these verses, let Paul’s example search your motives. And let it lift your eyes to the 
God who tests our hearts, who entrusts His good news to ordinary people, and who calls us into 
nothing less than His own kingdom and glory.

Group Discussion: Paul reminds the Thessalonians how he lived among them, refusing flattery, 
greed, and people-pleasing, and serving them with a mother’s gentleness and a father’s 
encouragement. What makes integrity so persuasive, and why do people instinctively trust 
someone whose words and life match?

Personal Reflection: Paul says he spoke to please God, who tests the heart, rather than to 
please people. In what area of your life are you most tempted to perform for the approval of 
others, and what would it look like to live for God’s approval there instead?

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1–12



Study Questions

1. Paul says that he and his companions “have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 
gospel,” and so they speak “not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts” (v. 
4). What does it mean that the gospel is a trust we are given, and how should that reshape 
the motives of everyone who handles God’s word?

2. Paul deliberately refused flattery and the approval of the crowd. In what specific situations 
are you most tempted to shape your words or behavior to win people’s approval rather than 
God’s? What would change if you lived for His approval there?

3. In verses 3 through 6 Paul lists what his ministry was not: it did not spring from error, 
impurity, or deceit, and it never used flattery, a pretext for greed, or the pursuit of human 
glory. What does this catalog reveal about the kind of integrity God requires of those who 
carry His truth?

4. Paul could honestly say he never wore a “mask” to cover greed (v. 5). Are there places 
where your outward behavior hides an inward motive you would rather not admit? What 
would honesty before “God who tests our hearts” look like there?

5. Paul compares himself to a nursing mother caring for her children (v. 7) and a father 
encouraging his children (vv. 11–12). What do these two family images teach us about how 
the gospel is meant to be carried to people?

6. Think of someone God has placed in your care or influence, a child, a younger believer, a 
friend, a coworker. Does your manner with them look more like the gentleness and 
encouragement Paul describes, or like something harsher or more distant? What is one way 
you could grow?

7. Paul says he was “ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own 
selves, because you had become very dear to us” (v. 8), and that he worked night and day so 
as not to burden anyone. What does this teach about the real cost and shape of genuine 
Christian love and ministry?

8. Paul gave not just truth but himself, and he did it at real personal cost. Where is God inviting 
you to move beyond convenient, arm’s-length care and actually share your life with 
someone? What is holding you back?

9. Paul says his whole aim was to urge them to “walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you 
into his own kingdom and glory” (v. 12). What does this teach about the call of God, the 
nature of His kingdom, and the kind of life that fits a people who belong to it?

10. Look back over Paul’s portrait of a life lived with integrity before God and in love for people. 
Name one specific way you sense Jesus wanting to reshape your motives or your 
relationships through this lesson, and what your first step will be.

Now or Later



Reflect on these passages: 2 Corinthians 4:1–2, renouncing underhanded ways and refusing to 
tamper with God’s word; Galatians 1:10, the impossibility of serving Christ while seeking to 
please people; 1 Corinthians 4:1–2, stewards of the mysteries of God who must be found 
faithful; Acts 20:33–35, Paul’s example of working with his own hands rather than coveting; 
Colossians 1:13, being transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son.


