
The Books of 1 and 2 Samuel
Lesson 24: David Restored; His Last Words and Mighty Men -- 2 Samuel 

19:1–24:25

Every great story slows down at the end to let you see what it all meant. The book of 2 Samuel 
does exactly that. After the rebellion and the grief, after the long descent of David’s middle 
years, these final chapters gather everything up: the king coming home, the loyal men who 
fought beside him, the songs welling up out of a long life with God, the famous last words, and 
one final, sobering failure that ends, of all places, at an altar on a hill that would one day hold 
the temple. It is the closing movement of a symphony, and if we listen carefully, we will hear it 
pointing beyond David to Someone greater.

David comes back to Jerusalem, but not in triumph so much as in weariness and grace. He must 
navigate wounded pride and rival tribes, extend mercy to men who had cursed and betrayed 
him, and shoulder the kingdom again. We see a man who has been humbled, who has learned 
that the throne is a stewardship and not a trophy. Then the narrative gives us his great song of 
deliverance in chapter 22, a flood of praise to the God who had been his rock and fortress 
through every danger, and his solemn last words in chapter 23, where the old king lifts his eyes 
to a ruler yet to come, just and tender as the light of morning.

Woven through these chapters are the mighty men, the band of loyal warriors whose names 
and exploits the Spirit took care to record. Three of them once broke through enemy lines just 
to bring David a drink of water from the well of Bethlehem, and David, overwhelmed, poured it 
out before the Lord as too holy to drink. It is a portrait of devotion, of ordinary men made great 
by their loyalty to God’s anointed king, and a quiet picture of what it means to give ourselves 
wholly to the King who is greater than David.

Then comes the strange and humbling end: David numbers the people, sin enters even in his old 
age, judgment falls, and at the threshing floor of Araunah, David buys the land, builds an altar, 
and offers sacrifice, and the plague is stayed. That very threshing floor would become the site of 
the temple, the place of atonement for the nation. And so the whole study of Saul and David 
closes at an altar, with blood and mercy and a hill that points forward to a greater sacrifice on a 
nearby hill centuries later. As we finish, we will look back across these two long books and ask 
what they have been teaching us all along about the true and faithful King, the greater Son of 
David, and how He is forming us even now.

Group Discussion: As we close the study of Saul and David, what has most struck you about the 
difference between Saul and David, and what does that contrast teach us about the kind of king, 
and the kind of heart, God is looking for?



Personal Reflection: Looking back over your own life with God, where have you most clearly 
seen Him be your rock and your deliverer, and how could you turn that memory into fresh 
praise this week?

Read 2 Samuel 19:1–24:25

Study Questions

1. How does David’s gracious treatment of Shimei and Mephibosheth on his return to 
Jerusalem (chapter 19) display the character of a restored, God-shaped ruler?

2. When you have been wronged and then later held power over the one who wronged you, 
how have you handled it, and what would mercy like David’s require of you?

3. What does David’s song of deliverance in chapter 22 reveal about who God is and how He 
had been faithful across David’s whole life?

4. How well do you remember and rehearse God’s deliverances in your own story, and how 
might doing so reshape your daily walk with Him?

5. In David’s last words (23:1–7), what does he reveal about the everlasting covenant and the 
just ruler “as the light of the morning,” and how is this fulfilled in Christ?



6. What would it mean for you to live today under the reign of the just and faithful King whom 
David could only glimpse from afar?

7. What does the devotion of the mighty men, especially the water from Bethlehem’s well 
(23:13–17), teach us about wholehearted loyalty to God’s anointed King?

8. Where is God calling you to a deeper, more sacrificial loyalty to Christ the King, and what is 
holding you back?

9. Why was David’s numbering of the people sin, and how does the altar at Araunah’s 
threshing floor (24:18–25), where “David built there an altar unto the Lord,” point us 
forward to the atoning work of Christ?

10. Looking back across the lives of Saul and David in these two books, name one specific way 
Jesus, the true and faithful King, has been forming you through this study.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 2 Samuel 7:12–16, God’s covenant promise of an everlasting throne 
to David; Luke 1:32–33, the angel’s announcement that Jesus will receive the throne of David 
and reign forever; Acts 2:29–36, Peter’s declaration that the risen Christ now reigns on David’s 
throne at God’s right hand; Hebrews 9:11–14, Christ entering the true sanctuary with His own 



blood for our redemption; Revelation 22:16, Jesus the root and offspring of David, the bright 
and morning star.
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