
The Books of 1 and 2 Samuel, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 20: God’s Covenant with David

2 Samuel 7:1–8:18

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This is the heaviest doctrinal lesson of the entire study, and the teacher should prepare carefully 
and pray for clarity. The center of the chapter is the Davidic covenant of 2 Samuel 7:12–16. 
David wanted to build God a temple. God lovingly refused (the task would fall to Solomon, a 
man of peace, not a man of war, 1 Chronicles 22:8) and instead made David an unconditional 
promise of grace, that He would build David a house, a dynasty, and establish his throne and 
kingdom for ever. The repeated word for ever is the key. No earthly king reigns forever, so the 
promise leaps past Solomon to the one greater Son of David. Help the class feel both the 
tenderness of God’s refusal and the staggering generosity of God’s counter-promise, then trace 
that promise to its fulfillment.

Guard this lesson carefully and explicitly against premillennial and dispensational misreadings. 
The throne of David is not a literal chair waiting in a future, rebuilt, political Jerusalem from 
which Christ will one day reign for a thousand years. The New Testament settles the question. 
Gabriel told Mary that Jesus would receive the throne of David and reign over a kingdom 
without end (Luke 1:32–33). Peter, on the day the church began, declared that the resurrection 
and ascension of Jesus were God’s seating of Him on David’s throne, that He reigns now at the 
right hand of God, and that He has already been made both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:29–36). 
Christ’s kingdom is His church, into which God has already translated the saved (Colossians 1:13; 
Acts 2:47). His reign is present, spiritual, and unshakable, not future, earthly, and political. Make 
Q9 the fullest doctrinal treatment in the study, and equip the class to hold these New Testament 
passages with confidence.

Close the orientation by connecting doctrine to life. If Christ truly reigns now, then His subjects 
live differently. We bow to a King whose throne cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12:28), we labor in 
a kingdom that will never be destroyed (Daniel 2:44), and we draw daily strength from the truth 
that the Lord preserves His people whithersoever they go (2 Samuel 8:6, 14). The grace that 
promised David a house is the same grace that has brought us into the kingdom of God’s dear 
Son. Let the lesson move the class from awe at the promise to glad allegiance to the King.

Question 1

Student Question:

What does God’s gentle refusal to let David build the temple, even though David’s desire was 
good, reveal about how God works and about His freedom to choose His own purposes?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

The chapter opens with David at rest in his house of cedar, troubled by a holy disparity. He 
dwells in comfort while the ark of God remains under tent curtains. So he proposes to build God 
a house. Nathan, speaking as a man rather than as a prophet at that instant, encourages him, 
go, do all that is in thine heart. The impulse is genuinely good, born of love and gratitude.

But that night the word of the Lord comes to Nathan, and God gently overturns the plan. Shalt 
thou build me an house for me to dwell in? God asks. He reminds David that He has never 
demanded a cedar house, that He has walked with His people in a tent all along. The refusal is 
not a rebuke of David’s love but a redirection of it. The parallel passage explains that the 
building of the temple would fall to Solomon, because David had been a man of war and shed 
much blood (1 Chronicles 22:8).

Here is a profound truth about how God works. A desire can be sincere, even noble, and still not 
be God’s assignment for us. God reserves the right to direct His own purposes, to say to a willing 
servant, not you, and not now. David’s greatness shows in his response. He does not sulk or 
insist. He receives the redirection and worships.

For the teacher, set the stage gently. This refusal is the doorway to the greatest promise of 
David’s life. God says no to the smaller gift in order to give an infinitely greater one. Often the 
redirections we least expect are the threshold of God’s deepest blessings.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 A desire can be sincere and good yet not be God’s assignment for us.
 God is free to direct His own purposes and to choose His own instruments.
 God’s refusal of David was a redirection of love, not a rejection of it.
 Solomon, the man of peace, would build the house (1 Chronicles 22:8).

Discussion Prompts

 Why did God refuse David’s good desire to build the temple?
 What does Nathan’s initial yes, later corrected by God, teach about discerning God’s will?
 How does David’s humble acceptance of the redirection reveal his heart?

Question 2

Student Question:

When have you had a genuinely good plan for serving God, only to sense that He was redirecting 
you toward something different from what you intended?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This question turns David’s experience toward our own. Most of us, at some point, have laid a 
sincere plan before God, a ministry, a move, a way of serving, only to sense Him quietly closing 
the door or turning us elsewhere. The plan was good. The desire was pure. And still the answer 
was not yet, or not you, or not that.

The temptation in such moments is to push, to assume that a good desire must be God’s will, to 
mistake our enthusiasm for His direction. David shows a better way. He held his plan with an 
open hand, and when God redirected him, he yielded without resentment.

Help the class see that God’s redirection is not God’s rejection. The same God who said no to 
the temple said yes to an everlasting dynasty. When God turns us from a good thing, it is often 
because He is steering us toward a better thing we cannot yet see.

Press the application gently. Where in your life right now might God be redirecting a good 
intention? Can you trust that His no is the doorway to a greater yes?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 A good desire is not automatically God’s assignment.
 Holding our plans with an open hand keeps us submitted to God’s leading.
 God’s redirection is for our good, often toward something greater.
 Trust turns a closed door into the threshold of God’s purpose.

Discussion Prompts

 When has God redirected a sincere plan you had for serving Him?
 How did you respond, and how do you wish you had responded?
 What helps you trust that God’s no may be the doorway to His better yes?

Question 3

Student Question:

What does God’s promise to build David a house, rather than receive one from him, teach us 
about the nature of grace and about who initiates in our relationship with God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now comes the great reversal. David wanted to build God a house; God announces that He will 
build David a house. The Lord telleth thee that he will make thee an house. This is the heart of 
grace. Before David can give, God gives. The whole relationship is reframed, not as David doing 
something for God, but as God doing immeasurably more for David.

Trace the generosity of it. God recounts how He took David from the sheepfold, made him ruler, 
was with him wherever he went, cut off his enemies, and made him a great name. Every good 



thing in David’s story had been God’s doing. And now God promises a house, a throne, and a 
kingdom established for ever. David contributes nothing to this promise; he simply receives it.

This is the gospel pattern in seed form. We do not earn our way into God’s favor by what we 
build for Him. He builds for us. The initiative is always His. We love Him because He first loved us 
(1 John 4:19); we are saved by grace, the gift of God, not of works (Ephesians 2:8–9). The 
covenant with David is a fountain of pure grace.

For the teacher, dwell here. The God who refuses our small gifts in order to lavish His great ones 
is the God we meet at the cross. Let the class taste the wonder that the One we want to serve 
has already served us beyond all reckoning.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Grace means God gives before, and far beyond, anything we give Him.
 God recounts His own initiative throughout David’s life.
 The covenant is received, not earned; David contributes nothing to it.
 This anticipates the gospel pattern of salvation by grace (Ephesians 2:8–9).

Discussion Prompts

 What is the significance of God building David a house rather than receiving one?
 How does the recounting of David’s past show that grace had always gone before him?
 How does this covenant foreshadow the grace we receive in Christ?

Question 4

Student Question:

How does it change the way you serve God when you remember that He has already done 
immeasurably more for you than you could ever do for Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question carries the grace of the covenant into daily life. So much of our striving for God is 
quietly anxious, as if our acceptance hung on what we could produce for Him. The Davidic 
covenant cuts that anxiety at the root. God had already done immeasurably more for David than 
David could ever do for God, and the same is true for us in Christ.

When we truly grasp this, our service changes character. We no longer serve to earn standing 
but out of gratitude for a standing already given. Duty becomes delight. The pressure to impress 
God lifts, and in its place comes the joy of responding to a love that came first.

Help the class examine the spirit of their service. Is it driven, anxious, performance-bound? Or is 
it freed, glad, response-shaped? The cure for joyless religion is a fresh sight of how much God 
has already done for us.



Encourage one concrete shift. How would your week look if you served from God’s abundant gift 
rather than for it?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Grasping grace transforms anxious service into grateful response.
 We serve from acceptance, not for acceptance.
 Remembering God’s prior gift cures joyless, performance-bound religion.
 Gratitude is the healthy engine of Christian service.

Discussion Prompts

 Is your service to God more often anxious or grateful, and why?
 How does remembering what God has already done free you to serve gladly?
 What would change this week if you served from grace rather than for it?

Question 5

Student Question:

In the covenant God speaks of David’s seed building God’s house and of a throne established for 
ever (7:12–16); what does the word for ever require us to see beyond Solomon to a greater Son?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here the covenant reaches its towering language. God promises to set up David’s seed after 
him, that this seed shall build a house for God’s name, and that God will establish the throne of 
his kingdom for ever. He continues, thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever 
before thee; thy throne shall be established for ever. The promise has a near horizon in 
Solomon, who would build the temple, but its repeated word for ever stretches far past any son 
of David who would live and die.

This is crucial. No mortal king reigns forever. Every son of David sat on the throne for a time and 
then was buried with his fathers. The throne of David, as a line of mortal kings, in fact came to 
an earthly end at the Babylonian exile. So the promise of a throne established for ever cannot 
terminate in Solomon or in any merely human descendant. It strains forward, by its own words, 
to one Son of David who would never die and whose reign would never end.

The text itself plants the expectation that something greater than Solomon is coming. The 
covenant is the great messianic seedbed of the Old Testament, the promise that the prophets 
would water and that the angel Gabriel would one day announce to a virgin in Nazareth. When 
we read for ever, we are reading a promise that only the eternal Son can keep.

For the teacher, slow down on the word for ever. Let the class feel its weight. The covenant is 
not exhausted by the kingdom of Israel; it is pointing past it to the everlasting kingdom of the 
Christ. This sets up the full treatment in Q9.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The covenant has a near fulfillment in Solomon and a far fulfillment in Christ.
 The word for ever cannot terminate in any mortal son of David.
 The earthly Davidic monarchy ended at the exile, yet the promise stands.
 The covenant is the great messianic seedbed of the Old Testament.

Discussion Prompts

 What part of the covenant points to Solomon, and what part reaches beyond him?
 Why can the promise of an eternal throne not end with any mortal king?
 How does this prepare us to see Christ as the true Son of David?

Question 6

Student Question:

How does living under a kingdom that cannot be shaken steady you in a world of changing 
fortunes and uncertain times?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question presses the eternal kingdom into our anxious present. We live in a world of 
changing fortunes, where governments rise and fall, markets swing, health fails, and nothing 
earthly feels secure. Into that instability God speaks of a throne established for ever. The 
believer is a citizen of a kingdom that cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12:28).

Consider what this steadiness offers. When the news is troubling and the ground feels 
uncertain, the Christian rests on a King whose reign no election, no crisis, and no enemy can 
end. Our hope is not anchored to the fortunes of any nation or age but to the unshakable throne 
of Christ.

Help the class feel the practical comfort. The same promise that thrilled David can quiet our 
hearts. We are not at the mercy of the shifting tides; we belong to a kingdom that outlasts every 
kingdom of men (Daniel 2:44).

Encourage a deliberate habit. When fear rises over the state of the world, return to this truth, 
my King reigns, and His kingdom has no end.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Christ’s eternal kingdom steadies us amid earthly instability.
 Our hope rests on an unshakable throne, not on changing fortunes.
 The kingdom of Christ outlasts every kingdom of men (Daniel 2:44).
 Remembering the reigning King quiets fear over the state of the world.



Discussion Prompts

 How does the permanence of Christ’s kingdom steady you in uncertain times?
 Where are you tempted to anchor your hope in things that can be shaken?
 What habit could help you return to the truth that your King reigns?

Question 7

Student Question:

Chapter 8 records David’s many victories with the refrain that the Lord preserved David 
whithersoever he went; what does this teach about the source of every genuine victory in God’s 
work?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 8 turns from the covenant to David’s many victories. He smites the Philistines, Moab, 
the Syrians, the Edomites, and others, and the kingdom expands to its promised borders. But 
running through the whole record is a quiet refrain that interprets every battle, and the Lord 
preserved David whithersoever he went (8:6, 14). The victories are real, but the credit belongs 
to God.

This is the theological key to the chapter. David is a capable general, but the text refuses to let 
us admire David’s strength as the source of his success. Again and again it returns to the Lord as 
the one who preserved, who gave, who established. The expanding kingdom is the visible 
outworking of the covenant promise, and it is God’s doing from first to last.

There is wisdom here for every servant of God. The work may be ours to do, but the increase is 
always God’s to give. Paul would later say it plainly, one plants and another waters, but God 
gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6–7). Every genuine victory in God’s work traces back to His 
hand.

For the teacher, let the refrain shape the lesson. The point of David’s conquests is not military 
glory but covenant faithfulness. The God who promised a kingdom was building it, and He was 
the one preserving His servant at every step.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The refrain credits God, not David’s skill, for every victory (8:6, 14).
 David’s expanding kingdom is the outworking of the covenant promise.
 The work may be ours, but the increase is always God’s to give.
 Every genuine victory in God’s work traces back to His hand.

Discussion Prompts

 What does the repeated refrain of 2 Samuel 8 teach about the source of David’s success?



 How does this chapter connect David’s victories to the covenant promise?
 Why is it important to credit God rather than human skill for kingdom advance?

Question 8

Student Question:

Where are you tempted to take credit for, or to trust in, your own strength rather than 
acknowledging that the Lord is the one who preserves and gives the increase?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question confronts a quiet temptation in every worker for God, the drift toward self-
reliance and self-credit. David could have looked at his conquests and admired his own 
generalship. The text will not let him, and it will not let us. The Lord preserved David 
whithersoever he went. The strength was a gift, and so was the success.

We are prone to the same forgetfulness. When the work goes well, we subtly begin to trust our 
own gifts, our own effort, our own plans. We forget that every ability we have is on loan and 
every increase is granted. Pride creeps in precisely when we are most effective.

Help the class examine their hearts honestly. Where do we take credit that belongs to God? 
Where do we lean on our own strength rather than acknowledging the Lord who preserves us? 
The cure is a deliberate, humble crediting of God for every good thing.

Encourage a practice of gratitude that names God as the source. Such gratitude both honors 
Him and guards us from the pride that goes before a fall (Proverbs 16:18).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Effectiveness can breed self-reliance and self-credit.
 Every ability is a gift on loan, and every increase is granted by God.
 Pride creeps in precisely when we are most successful.
 Crediting God guards the heart and honors the true source of victory.

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you most tempted to trust your own strength rather than the Lord?
 How can you cultivate the habit of crediting God for every good outcome?
 Why does success make humility both harder and more necessary?

Question 9

Student Question:

How does the New Testament reveal that the eternal throne and kingdom promised to David are 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Son of David, who reigns now at the right hand of God over His 



church, and why is it crucial to understand that this is His present reign and not a future earthly, 
political kingdom in Jerusalem?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here we reach the doctrinal summit of the entire study, and we must speak clearly. The 
covenant promised David an everlasting throne, but the earthly Davidic monarchy ended at the 
Babylonian exile. So where is that throne now, and who sits on it? The New Testament answers 
without ambiguity. The throne belongs to Jesus, the Son of David, and He is reigning on it at this 
very moment from the right hand of God in heaven.

Gabriel told Mary that her Son would be given the throne of his father David, that He would 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and that of his kingdom there shall be no end (Luke 1:32–
33). Then on the day the church was born, Peter took this very covenant and applied it directly 
to the risen Christ. David, he said, being a prophet, knew that God had sworn to set one of his 
descendants on his throne, and David spoke beforehand of the resurrection of Christ. Therefore, 
Peter declared, God hath raised up this Jesus, and being exalted to the right hand of God, He 
reigns now, and God hath made that same Jesus both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:29–36). The 
seating of Christ on David’s throne is not a future event; it happened at His resurrection and 
ascension. He reigns today.

This is the place to guard the class carefully and explicitly against the premillennial and 
dispensational error. That teaching says David’s throne is a literal chair still empty, waiting for 
Christ to return and reign for a thousand years from a rebuilt, political Jerusalem. The Scriptures 
flatly contradict it. Christ is not waiting to begin His reign; He is reigning now. He sits at God’s 
right hand until all His enemies are made His footstool (Hebrews 1:13; 10:12–13). His throne is 
in heaven, not in earthly Jerusalem (Hebrews 8:1). His kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36); 
it is His church, into which God has already translated the saved (Colossians 1:13; Acts 2:47). The 
kingdom was not postponed; it came with power in the lifetime of those who heard Jesus (Mark 
9:1; Acts 2). To look for a future earthly, political Davidic kingdom is to look away from the 
present, glorious reign the New Testament announces.

So gather the truth into one clear confession for the class. The promise to David is gloriously 
kept. The Son of David lives, never to die again. He sits enthroned at the Father’s right hand. His 
kingdom is His church. His reign is now, it is spiritual, and it shall have no end. We do not await 
His coronation; we live under His crown. Let the teacher hold up these passages with confidence 
and let the class rejoice that the covenant of 2 Samuel 7 is fulfilled in the reigning Christ.

For the teacher, this is the climax of the study. Take the time to read Luke 1, Acts 2, and 
Hebrews 1 aloud together. Let the New Testament interpret the Old. The aim is that every 
student leaves able to say, with clarity and joy, where David’s throne is and who reigns from it 
today.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 Jesus, the Son of David, fulfills the covenant and reigns now (Luke 1:32–33).
 Peter applied David’s throne directly to the risen, ascended Christ (Acts 2:29–36).
 Christ was seated on David’s throne at His resurrection and ascension, not in some future 

age.
 His throne is in heaven, His kingdom is His church (Hebrews 8:1; Colossians 1:13; Acts 2:47).
 Premillennial and dispensational readings of a future earthly Jerusalem throne are 

unscriptural.
 Christ reigns now until His enemies are made His footstool (Hebrews 1:13; 10:12–13).

Discussion Prompts

 According to Acts 2, when and where was Jesus seated on the throne of David?
 How do Luke 1, Acts 2, and Hebrews 1 show that Christ reigns now and not in a future 

earthly kingdom?
 Why does it matter that we live under the present reign of Christ rather than awaiting a 

coming political kingdom?

Question 10

Student Question:

Name one specific way the reigning Christ, the fulfillment of God’s promise to David, is forming 
you to live today as a faithful subject of His everlasting kingdom.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The capstone calls each student to live as a subject of the King whose covenant we have studied. 
The promise to David is not a museum piece; it is the charter of the kingdom we now inhabit. If 
Christ truly reigns from David’s throne, then His reign should reach into every corner of our daily 
lives.

Encourage concrete reflection. For one student, allegiance to the reigning King means 
surrendering an area still ruled by self. For another, it means drawing daily courage from the 
truth that the King reigns over every circumstance. For another, it means serving His kingdom, 
the church, with fresh devotion, knowing it is the everlasting kingdom of the Son of David.

Aim the reflection at Christlikeness. The reigning King is also the Servant King who took the form 
of a servant and humbled Himself (Philippians 2:7–8). To live under His reign is to be formed into 
His likeness, lowly and obedient even as He is exalted and enthroned.

Close by inviting one namable response. Let each student finish the lesson not merely admiring 
the doctrine but bowing afresh to the King, naming one way they will live this week as His 
faithful subject.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 The covenant is the charter of the kingdom we now inhabit.
 Christ’s present reign should reach into every corner of daily life.
 Living under the King forms us into the likeness of the Servant King (Philippians 2:7–8).
 A namable response turns doctrine into glad allegiance.

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean for you, practically, to live under the present reign of Christ?
 How is the reigning King forming you to be more like Himself?
 What is one specific way you will live this week as a faithful subject of His everlasting 

kingdom?


