
The Books of 1 and 2 Samuel
Lesson 19: The Ark Brought to Jerusalem -- 2 Samuel 6:1–23

Picture the scene. David is finally king over all Israel, the Jebusite stronghold is now the City of 
David, and the young nation is brimming with energy. There is one thing the king wants more 
than a palace or a throne. He wants God at the center of the nation again. So David gathers 
thirty thousand chosen men, and they set out to bring up the ark of the covenant, that golden 
chest that represented the very presence of the Lord, the place from which He had promised to 
meet His people. Can you feel the gladness in the air? There is music and shouting, harps and 
timbrels and cymbals. This is a worship parade, and the heart behind it is good.

And then, in a single breathless moment, it all goes wrong. The oxen stumble, the cart shakes, a 
man named Uzzah reaches out his hand to steady the ark, and he falls dead beside it. The music 
stops. The dancing stops. David is angry, and then David is afraid, and the great procession 
grinds to a halt. We read this and something in us protests. Uzzah was only trying to help. How 
could a good intention end in death? This chapter will not let us rush past that question, 
because the answer goes to the heart of who God is and how we are to come before Him.

Here is the truth this lesson presses on us. God is holy, and God had spoken. The ark was never 
to ride on a cart. It was to be carried on the shoulders of the Levites, with poles through its 
rings, exactly as the Lord had commanded through Moses. Israel had borrowed a new and 
convenient method from their pagan neighbors, and convenience had quietly displaced 
obedience. Uzzah’s death is not the story of a cruel God striking down a helpful man. It is the 
story of a people who forgot that worship is not ours to design, and a God who is too holy and 
too good to let us treat His presence as common.

But the chapter does not end in fear. Three months later David tries again, and this time he does 
it God’s way. The Levites carry the ark, sacrifices are offered, and David, stripped of his royal 
dignity, dances before the Lord with all his might. There is contempt waiting for him at the 
window, where Michal despises him in her heart, but David will not be moved. He has learned 
that real worship costs us our pride and gives us our joy. Walk slowly through this lesson, and 
ask the Lord to teach you reverence and gladness together, for He is worthy of both.

Group Discussion: Why do you think God’s people so often prefer a convenient or impressive 
way of approaching Him over the simple way He has actually commanded?

Personal Reflection: Where in your own walk have you been tempted to serve God with sincere 
zeal but on your own terms rather than His?

Read 2 Samuel 6:1–23

Study Questions



1. What does the careful instruction that the ark be carried by the Levites (rather than placed 
on a cart) reveal about how God intends to be approached and worshiped?

2. When have you, like Israel, adopted a method in your service to God simply because it 
seemed reasonable or successful, without asking whether He had spoken on the matter?

3. What does the death of Uzzah teach us about the holiness of God and about the seriousness 
of treating His revealed will as a small thing?

4. Uzzah acted on impulse to steady the ark; where do your own good intentions sometimes 
lead you to step past what God has actually asked of you?

5. After his fear, David sought out the right way to bring up the ark; what does his correction 
teach us about how God’s people should respond when they discover they have erred?

6. How do you personally respond when you learn that something you have been doing in 
good conscience was not according to God’s pattern?

7. When David danced before the Lord with all his might, laying aside his royal dignity, what 
does this reveal about the kind of worship that pleases God?



8. What part of your pride or self-image would have to die for you to worship God with the 
wholehearted abandon David showed?

9. Michal despised David in her heart and was left barren; what does the contrast between 
David’s joy and Michal’s contempt teach us about the heart God seeks in worship, and how 
does this passage instruct us to worship by His pattern rather than by human invention 
under the New Covenant?

10. Name one specific way the Lord is using this passage to reshape how you come into His 
presence, in reverence and in gladness together.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Numbers 4:15 and 7:9, the Levites were commanded to bear the 
holy things on their shoulders, never to touch them; 1 Chronicles 15:11–15, David later 
confesses that the first failure came because they did not seek the Lord after the due order; 
John 4:23–24, the Father seeks those who worship in spirit and in truth; Colossians 3:16–17, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus; Hebrews 12:28–29, serve God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire.
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