The Books of 1 and 2 Samuel, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 19: The Ark Brought to Jerusalem
2 Samuel 6:1-23

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson must hold two truths together without letting go of either. First, God is holy, and He
has the right to tell His people how He will be approached. The death of Uzzah is hard, and a
good teacher will not soften it dishonestly, but neither should it be presented as the act of a
capricious God. The point of the text is that Israel had set aside the clear command (the ark
borne on Levites’ shoulders, Numbers 4:15) in favor of a convenient new cart, a method
borrowed from the Philistines (1 Samuel 6). David himself names the real cause in 1 Chronicles
15:13, that they sought not the Lord after the due order. Help the class feel the weight of doing
God's work God'’s way, and the danger of letting good intentions override His revealed
instructions.

Second, this chapter is finally about joyful, wholehearted worship done rightly. When David
brings up the ark the second time, by the book, the result is not fear but overflowing gladness,
David dancing before the Lord with all his might. Set David’s humble joy against Michal’s cold
contempt and let the class see the heart God seeks. Press the natural application gently and
clearly, that we too are to worship by God’s pattern and not by human invention, and that this is
a matter of love and reverence, not mere rule-keeping. Be careful here, however, not to bind
Old Covenant ritual on Christians. The ark, the sacrifices, and the Levitical order were shadows
fulfilled in Christ (Hebrews 9 and 10). The abiding principle, carried straight into the New
Testament, is that we worship in spirit and in truth (John 4:24), with reverence and godly fear
(Hebrews 12:28-29), doing all by the authority of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17).

Question 1
Student Question:

What does the careful instruction that the ark be carried by the Levites (rather than placed on a
cart) reveal about how God intends to be approached and worshiped?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The chapter opens on a high note. David, newly king over all Israel, gathers thirty thousand
chosen men to bring the ark of God up to the City of David. This is no small ceremonial gesture.
The ark was the most sacred object in Israel, the place above the mercy seat where God had
promised to meet His people. For two decades it had sat neglected at Kiriath-jearim. David’s
desire to restore it to the center of national life is genuinely commendable, and we should not



lose sight of that. He wanted God, not merely as a symbol but as the living center of the
kingdom.

Yet notice the method. They set the ark upon a new cart, drawn by oxen, with Uzzah and Ahio
guiding it. A new cart seems respectful, even generous. But God had given Moses explicit and
unmistakable instructions. The holy things of the sanctuary were to be carried by the sons of
Kohath upon their shoulders, with the staves placed through the rings of the ark, and they were
never to touch the holy thing itself, lest they die (Numbers 4:15). The cart was the Philistine way
(1 Samuel 6:7-8). Israel had quietly absorbed a pagan convenience and treated it as good
enough for the holy God.

This is the seedbed of the tragedy. The text invites us to see that the disaster did not begin at
Uzzah’s hand but at the loading of the cart. When we are casual about what God has clearly
said, we set ourselves up to stumble. The whole nation, including David, had failed to ask the
most important question, not what seems reasonable to us, but what has the Lord commanded.

For the teacher, this is the place to plant the lesson’s central theme. Worship is not a blank
canvas on which we paint as we please. It is a response to a holy God who has revealed how He
will be approached. Sincerity is not the same as obedience, and zeal without knowledge is a
dangerous thing (Romans 10:2).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God’s holiness includes His right to determine how He is worshiped.

e Sincerity and good intentions do not substitute for obedience to revealed instruction.

® Jsrael borrowed a method from the pagan world without asking whether God had spoken.

¢ The principle of worshiping by God'’s authority carries into the New Covenant (Colossians
3:17), without binding the Old Covenant ritual itself.

Discussion Prompts

e What command had God already given about how the ark was to be carried?
¢  Why might a new cart have seemed perfectly respectful to David and the people?
* How can sincere zeal still lead us astray when it is not anchored to what God has said?

Question 2
Student Question:

When have you, like Israel, adopted a method in your service to God simply because it seemed
reasonable or successful, without asking whether He had spoken on the matter?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examination question turns the mirror toward our own service. Israel did not set out to
dishonor God. They set out to honor Him, and they reached for the most natural, impressive



means at hand. We do the same. We see a method that works, a program that draws a crowd, a
practice that feels right, and we adopt it without pausing to ask whether God has spoken on the
matter.

The danger is subtle precisely because the heart is often good. A man can love God deeply and
still serve Him on his own terms. The question is not whether we are sincere but whether we
have submitted our sincerity to His revealed will. The cart was reasonable. It was efficient. It was
also wrong.

Help the class name concrete examples gently. Where have we let what works quietly replace
what God has authorized? The point is not to manufacture guilt but to cultivate the humble
reflex of asking, before we act, what does the Lord say about this.

This is the daily-life pressure of the doctrine. Reverence is not only a Sunday posture; it is the
habit of submitting our methods, not just our motives, to God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® Good motives can coexist with disobedient methods.

®  What works is not the same standard as what God has authorized.
e  Humble service asks God'’s will before acting, not after.

e Examining our practices is an act of love, not legalism.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What is the difference between sincere zeal and submitted obedience?

e Can you name a practice you once assumed was fine until you tested it by Scripture?

¢ How can a congregation build the habit of asking what God has said before adopting new
methods?

Question 3
Student Question:

What does the death of Uzzah teach us about the holiness of God and about the seriousness of
treating His revealed will as a small thing?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now we come to the hardest verse in the chapter. The oxen stumbled, Uzzah put forth his hand
to the ark and took hold of it, and the anger of the Lord was kindled, and God smote him there
for his error, and he died by the ark of God. We feel the shock. Uzzah was trying to help. And yet
the text does not apologize. It calls his action an error, and it calls God’s response just.

We must read this rightly. God is not cruel here; God is holy. The ark represented His own
presence, and He had said plainly that no one was to touch the holy thing. Uzzah'’s reflex,



however well-meant, treated the ark as though it were an ordinary object that needed his
steadying hand, as though God’s holiness depended on human management. The very
familiarity that let him reach out so casually was the problem. Holiness had become common in
Israel’s eyes.

There is mercy hidden in the severity. By this one sobering act, God taught a whole generation
that He is not to be trifled with, that His instructions are not suggestions, and that the privilege
of His presence comes with the responsibility of reverence. A God who could be casually
handled would be no God worth worshiping.

For the teacher, resist two errors. Do not portray God as arbitrary, and do not explain the awe
away. Let the class sit with the truth that the same God who invites us near is the God before
whom angels veil their faces. Our access in Christ is a gift of grace, never a license for
carelessness (Hebrews 4:16; 12:28-29).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God’s holiness makes His revealed instructions weighty, not optional.

* Treating the holy as common is itself the offense, even with good intentions.

e God's severity here is just and even merciful, teaching a generation reverence.

e Reverence and intimacy are not opposites; access in Christ never means carelessness.

Discussion Prompts

e Why does the text call Uzzah's well-meant act an error?

¢ How had Israel come to treat the holy as common?

¢ How does the holiness of God deepen, rather than threaten, our gratitude for access
through Christ?

Question 4
Student Question:

Uzzah acted on impulse to steady the ark; where do your own good intentions sometimes lead
you to step past what God has actually asked of you?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Uzzah acted on instinct. The cart shook, his hand shot out, and the deed was done before
thought could catch up. There is something deeply human in that moment, and it is worth
examining. Our good intentions can carry us, in a single impulsive step, past the line God has
drawn. We mean well, and we overreach.

The question for us is whether our zeal is disciplined by God’s word or driven by our own sense
of what the moment requires. Uzzah surely felt that the situation demanded action, that surely
God would rather have a steadied ark than a fallen one. But God had not asked Uzzah to touch



the ark. He had asked the Levites to carry it on their shoulders so that this moment would never
arise.

Apply this to the heart. How often do we justify a step outside God'’s will by appealing to the
urgency of the situation, the goodness of the cause, the obvious need before us? The end does
not sanctify the means. A heart truly surrendered to God will sometimes have to keep its hands
at its side and trust Him with the outcome.

Encourage the class to picture their own impulses honestly. The teaching is not that good
intentions are bad, but that good intentions must be governed by God'’s instructions, not the
reverse.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Impulse can carry us past God’s clear boundaries before we reflect.

¢ Urgency and good causes do not justify stepping outside God'’s will.

¢ Asurrendered heart trusts God with outcomes it is tempted to manage itself.
¢ Good intentions are meant to serve obedience, not overrule it.

Discussion Prompts

¢ When has a sense of urgency tempted you to act outside what God has asked?
*  Why is trusting God with the outcome sometimes harder than acting?
¢ How can we tell the difference between God-given initiative and presumption?

Question 5
Student Question:

After his fear, David sought out the right way to bring up the ark; what does his correction teach
us about how God'’s people should respond when they discover they have erred?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

David’s first response to Uzzah's death is anger, and then fear. He leaves the ark at the house of
Obed-edom and goes home shaken. We might expect the story to end there in resignation.
Instead, David goes and learns. The parallel account in 1 Chronicles 15 shows him searching the
law, gathering the Levites, and confessing plainly, the Lord our God made a breach upon us, for
that we sought him not after the due order (1 Chronicles 15:13).

This is the mark of a man after God’s own heart. When David discovered he had erred, he did
not defend himself, blame God, or abandon the project. He corrected course. He found out
what God had actually commanded, and he obeyed it precisely. The second procession in our
chapter, with sacrifices and the ark borne by men, is the fruit of genuine repentance and study.



There is great hope here for God'’s people. Error, once discovered, is not the end. The right
response is not despair and not stubbornness but humble correction. David models the
teachable heart that says, | was wrong; show me Your way, and | will walk in it.

For the teacher, draw out the contrast between Uzzah'’s tragedy and David's recovery. The same
holiness that brought judgment also brought instruction, and David let himself be instructed.
That willingness is what God prizes.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Discovering our error calls for humble correction, not despair or defensiveness.
e David searched out God’s actual command and obeyed it precisely.

e Repentance includes confessing the specific way we departed from God's order.
e Ateachable heart is a defining mark of those who please God.

Discussion Prompts

¢  How did David respond once he understood why the first attempt failed?
e What does 1 Chronicles 15:13 add to our understanding of his repentance?
e Why is humble correction harder, and better, than either despair or stubbornness?

Question 6
Student Question:

How do you personally respond when you learn that something you have been doing in good
conscience was not according to God’s pattern?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question presses David's example into our own conscience. Most of us do not enjoy being
told we were wrong, especially about something we did in good faith. The flesh wants to
defend, explain, and minimize. But the gospel calls us to the humility that gladly receives
correction from God'’s word.

Ask the class to consider their honest reactions. When a brother or a passage or a study reveals
that a long-held practice was not according to God’s pattern, do we bristle or do we bow?
David's greatness was not that he never erred; it was that he let himself be taught.

There is freedom in this posture. The person who is willing to be corrected is the person who
can keep growing all their life. Pride locks us into our mistakes; humility lets God lead us
forward. The aim is a tender conscience that treasures truth above the comfort of being right.

Encourage one practical commitment. What would it look like, this week, to receive a correction
as a gift rather than a threat?



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* The flesh defends and minimizes; the new heart receives correction.
e Greatness in God’s eyes includes the willingness to be taught.

e Ateachable spirit allows lifelong growth; pride freezes us in error.

e Correction from God’s word is a gift to be treasured, not a threat.

Discussion Prompts

e What is your honest first reaction when corrected about something you did sincerely?
e How can we cultivate a conscience that loves truth more than being right?
¢ What correction might God be inviting you to receive even now?

Question 7
Student Question:

When David danced before the Lord with all his might, laying aside his royal dignity, what does
this reveal about the kind of worship that pleases God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now the mood of the chapter changes entirely. With the ark borne rightly and sacrifices offered,
David dances before the Lord with all his might, girded with a linen ephod. He has laid aside his
royal robes and his royal dignity, and he leaps and dances like a man overcome with joy. This is
worship without reserve, the whole self given to God in gladness.

Notice the connection the text quietly makes. Right worship, done God’s way, did not produce
cold formality. It produced explosive joy. Obedience and gladness are not enemies. When David
finally approached God on God's terms, the result was the freest, most exuberant worship of his
life. The fear of the first procession gave way to the joy of the second.

There is a lesson here for those who fear that reverence and pattern will quench delight. The
opposite is true. It is when we come to God rightly, as He has asked, that the heart is freed to
rejoice. David’s dance is not the throwing off of God’s order but the overflow that comes from
honoring it.

For the teacher, hold up David’s wholeheartedness as a model of the inward spirit God seeks,
even as the outward forms of worship have changed under the New Covenant. God still seeks
worshipers who give Him not a cautious fragment but the whole heart (Matthew 22:37).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Worship done God's way produces freedom and joy, not cold formality.
e Obedience and gladness belong together, not in opposition.
e David laid aside personal dignity to give God his whole self.



® God seeks the wholehearted spirit, even as outward forms changed in Christ.
Discussion Prompts

e Why did right worship lead to such overflowing joy rather than mere ceremony?
¢ How does this challenge the idea that pattern and reverence smother delight?
e What does it mean to worship God with all your might today?

Question 8
Student Question:

What part of your pride or self-image would have to die for you to worship God with the
wholehearted abandon David showed?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question asks us to count the cost of wholehearted worship. David’s dance cost him his
dignity. A king, before all the people and his own household, abandoned the careful image of
royal composure and made himself look, in Michal’s eyes, like one of the vain fellows. He did not
care. His delight in God was larger than his concern for how he appeared.

Here is where many of us stall. We are willing to worship as long as it does not cost us our
composure, our reputation, our sense of control. We keep one eye on the watching world. David
teaches us that real worship will, at some point, require the death of self-consciousness. The
question is what part of our pride still rules us.

Invite honest reflection. For some it is the fear of looking foolish, for others the need to appear
in control, for others a self-image too polished to bend in confession or to raise a hand in praise.
Whatever it is, it must yield if God is to have our whole heart.

The aim is not a particular style of expression but a freed heart. Press the class toward the
surrender, not toward imitating David’s outward dance, which belonged to his time and
covenant.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Wholehearted worship costs us our self-protective pride.

e David valued delight in God above his royal image.

® Self-consciousness before others rivals surrender before God.
e The aim is a freed heart, not a particular outward style.

Discussion Prompts

e What part of your self-image most resists being laid aside before God?
¢ How does concern for the watching world hinder your worship?



e What would it look like for you to value God'’s pleasure above your own composure?
Question 9
Student Question:

Michal despised David in her heart and was left barren; what does the contrast between David'’s
joy and Michal’s contempt teach us about the heart God seeks in worship, and how does this
passage instruct us to worship by His pattern rather than by human invention under the New
Covenant?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

We reach the heaviest reflection of the lesson. As David returns rejoicing, Michal watches from
a window and despises him in her heart. She meets him with scorn, mocking his abandon before
the handmaids. David answers that he was dancing before the Lord, and that he will yet be
more vile than this. The chapter closes with a solemn note, Michal had no child unto the day of
her death. The contrast is stark. David’s heart overflowed in joyful worship; Michal’s heart
curdled into contempt, and barrenness followed.

This contrast cuts to the question God always asks of worship, what is in the heart. Michal had
the right pedigree, royal blood, a place in the palace, yet her heart was cold and proud. David
had nothing to commend him in that moment but a heart aflame for God. The Lord saw both
hearts, and He honored the one and was grieved by the other. God has never been impressed
by the outward show; He has always looked on the heart (1 Samuel 16:7).

Now bring the lesson home for the church. The whole chapter has taught us to worship by God'’s
pattern and not by human invention. Under the New Covenant the shadows have passed, the
ark and the Levites and the sacrifices are fulfilled in Christ, our great High Priest who has
entered the true holy place (Hebrews 9:11-12). We are not bound to the Old Covenant ritual.
But the abiding principle stands unbroken. We worship in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24),
which means with the whole heart aflame like David's and according to the truth God has
revealed, doing all things by the authority of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17). We are warned
away from will-worship and human invention (Colossians 2:23), and called to serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:28-29).
Reverence for His holiness and gladness in His presence are not rivals; they are the two wings of
acceptable worship.

For the teacher, let this be the summit. Hold up both Uzzah's reverence-teaching death and
David’s joy-filled dance, and let the class see that the God of the cart and the God of the dance
is the same holy and gracious God. He still seeks worshipers who come His way and with their
whole heart, and He still looks past the outward form to the inward truth.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



® God looks on the heart, not the outward pedigree or show (1 Samuel 16:7).

¢ Michal’s contempt and David'’s joy reveal the two responses God weighs.

e Under the New Covenant the ark and ritual are fulfilled in Christ (Hebrews 9:11-12), not
bound on Christians.

* The abiding principle is worship in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24), by Christ’s authority
(Colossians 3:17).

e Will-worship and human invention are warned against (Colossians 2:23).

e Reverence and gladness together mark worship that is acceptable (Hebrews 12:28-29).

Discussion Prompts

®  What does the contrast between Michal and David reveal about what God values in
worship?

¢ How does the New Testament both free us from Old Covenant ritual and bind us to worship
by God’s pattern?

e  Why are reverence for God’s holiness and joy in His presence partners rather than rivals?

Question 10
Student Question:

Name one specific way the Lord is using this passage to reshape how you come into His
presence, in reverence and in gladness together.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone calls each student to a specific response. The chapter has shown us the holiness of
God in Uzzah'’s death, the humility of correction in David's repentance, and the gladness of right
worship in David's dance. The question is whether these truths will stay on the page or take up
residence in our hearts.

Encourage the class to be concrete. Perhaps the Lord is teaching one person to approach Him
with new reverence, sobered by His holiness. Perhaps another needs to lay aside self-
consciousness and worship with fuller gladness. Perhaps another is being called to test a long-
held practice by God’s revealed will. The Spirit forms us through the word; the question is where
He is at work in you.

Steer the reflection toward becoming like Christ, who worshiped the Father with perfect
reverence and perfect joy, who delighted to do the Father’s will (John 4:34) and submitted
Himself wholly to it. As we are conformed to Him, both the awe and the gladness grow together
in us.

Close by inviting a single, namable step. Naming it makes it real, and a real step taken in
obedience is how the truth becomes formation rather than mere information.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Truth becomes formation when we name a specific response.

e God may be deepening reverence, gladness, or honesty in His pattern.

e Christ worshiped the Father with both perfect reverence and perfect joy.
* Asingle named step turns conviction into obedience.

Discussion Prompts

*  Which truth from this chapter has pressed most deeply on your heart?

¢ How is the Lord shaping you to be more like Christ in your worship?

e What is one specific step you will take this week to come before God His way and with your
whole heart?



