
The Books of 1 and 2 Samuel
Lesson 17: David Mourns Saul and Is Made King of Judah -- 2 Samuel 1:1–

3:39

A young Amalekite runs into David's camp with torn clothes and dirt on his head, breathless 
with what he is sure is good news. Saul is dead. Jonathan is dead. And, the man adds with a 
hopeful flourish, he himself finished Saul off and brought the crown straight to David. He 
expects a reward. He has read the situation perfectly, except for one thing: he does not know 
David's heart. He thinks David has been waiting, like any ordinary man, for the death of his rival. 
He is about to learn how wrong he is.

David does not celebrate. He tears his clothes, weeps, fasts until evening, and then puts the 
messenger to death for daring to lift his hand against the LORD's anointed. And then he does 
something the world has never understood: he writes a song for the man who hunted him. 
“How are the mighty fallen!” he cries over Saul and Jonathan, refusing to settle a single old score 
with his grief. He will not rejoice that his enemy has fallen. That alone tells us why God loved 
this man.

From there the chapters open into a long, hard, bloody stretch. David is anointed king over 
Judah at Hebron, but the house of Saul does not simply hand over the kingdom. Abner sets up 
Ishbosheth, and “there was long war between the house of Saul and the house of David” (3:1). 
Men are killed, sometimes treacherously. Abner himself is murdered by Joab, and again David 
refuses to sanction the bloodshed, mourning openly for the man who had been his enemy. 
Through it all David waits, governs, and keeps his hands clean of the violence swirling around his 
rise.

This lesson is about the heart God builds in a man on his way to a throne he will not seize. It is 
about grief without bitterness, about honoring God's anointed even when he wronged you, 
about integrity when the easy path to power runs through someone else's blood. We will ask 
what it does to a soul to wait on God's timing, to refuse vengeance, to mourn an enemy. And we 
will let the Son of David, who also wept over those who hated Him, shape our own hearts 
toward that strange and beautiful grace.

Group Discussion: David wrote a lament for Saul, the man who had hunted him for years, 
refusing to rejoice at his enemy's fall. Why is that response so rare, and what does it reveal 
about a heart that belongs to God?

Personal Reflection: Is there someone whose downfall a part of you would secretly enjoy? What 
would it look like for you, like David, to grieve rather than gloat, and to leave the matter with 
God?

Read 2 Samuel 1:1–3:39



Study Questions

1. When David learned of Saul's death he mourned rather than rejoiced and executed the man 
who boasted of killing the LORD's anointed (1:1–16). What does David's response reveal 
about how God regards His anointed and the taking of vengeance?

2. When you hear that someone who wronged you has suffered, what is your honest first 
reaction, and what would it take for grief to replace gloating in your heart?

3. In his lament David honored both Saul and Jonathan, calling them “the beauty of Israel” and 
refusing to rehearse Saul's faults (1:17–27). What does this teach us about the way God 
would have us speak of others, even those who hurt us?

4. How do you tend to speak of those who have failed or opposed you, and how might David's 
generous lament reshape your words?

5. David did not seize the throne but “inquired of the LORD” and waited to be anointed king 
over Judah at Hebron (2:1–4). What does this teach us about trusting God's timing rather 
than grasping for what He has promised?

6. Where are you tempted to grasp for something good before God's time, taking matters into 
your own hands? What would patient waiting on God look like there?



7. Through the long war between the houses of Saul and David, and the murders of Asahel and 
Abner, David refused to sanction treacherous bloodshed and openly mourned Abner (3:22–
39). What does this reveal about God's call to integrity even amid the violence of others?

8. When you are surrounded by others' compromises and wrongdoing, how do you keep your 
own hands clean, and where is that hardest for you right now?

9. David said of Joab's murder of Abner, “I and my kingdom are guiltless before the LORD,” and 
let his grief and his words distance him publicly from the deed (3:28–39). What does the 
whole sweep of these chapters, grief without bitterness, honoring God's anointed, and 
integrity amid political violence, reveal about the kind of king, and the kind of heart, God 
was forming?

10. Name one specific way the Lord Jesus, the greater Son of David who wept over His enemies, 
is using this passage to form your heart toward grace, patience, or integrity right now.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Romans 12:17–21, overcoming evil with good and leaving vengeance 
to God; Matthew 5:43–48, loving enemies as children of our Father; Proverbs 24:17–18, the 
warning not to rejoice when your enemy falls; 1 Peter 2:21–23, Christ who when reviled reviled 
not again but committed Himself to God; Luke 19:41–44, the Son of David weeping over the city 
that would reject Him.
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