The Books of 1 and 2 Peter

Lesson 11: False Teachers and Their Doom -- 2 Peter 2:1-22

Counterfeit money works precisely because it looks like the real thing. No one is fooled by a bill
printed on notebook paper in crayon. The dangerous counterfeit is the one that passes for
genuine, that feels right in the hand, that fools even careful people. Peter has just finished
celebrating the sure, God-breathed word of the prophets, and now, with hardly a breath
between, he warns that the same movement that produced true prophets also bred false ones,
and that the church will face false teachers too. They will not announce themselves. They will
slip in, Peter says, ‘secretly,’ wearing the colors of the faith, until the damage is done.

This is the hardest chapter in either of Peter’s letters to read, and the most blistering. Peter does
not mince words about these teachers because the stakes could not be higher: they ‘bring in
destructive heresies,’ they exploit people ‘with false words,’ they lead many into sensuality, and
they bring the way of truth into disrepute. Peter has watched wolves circle the flock he loves,
and he writes with a shepherd’s fury. We live in an age that prizes tolerance above almost
everything, so this chapter can feel jarring. But love that will not warn is not love at all. A
watchman who sees the enemy and stays silent has betrayed the city.

Peter does two things at once in this chapter. He exposes the false teachers, their greed, their
sensuality, their arrogance, their empty promises of freedom while they themselves are slaves
to corruption, and he assures the faithful that God knows how to rescue the godly and to hold
the unrighteous for judgment. He reaches back into history for proof: the angels who sinned,
the ancient world drowned in the flood, Sodom and Gomorrah reduced to ashes, and in the
middle of it all, Noah preserved and Lot rescued. God has always been able to keep His own
while judging the wicked, and He still can.

Two lines in this chapter will demand careful attention, because they shine a clear light on truths
some try to deny. Peter says these false teachers were ‘denying the Master who bought them.’
Bought, even them, even the ones heading for destruction. And he describes people who ‘have
escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ’ and then become entangled again, ending up worse than before. Read this chapter
soberly. It is a warning, and warnings are a mercy. Peter loves these people too much to let
them walk into the wolves’ teeth without a word.

Group Discussion: Peter warns that false teachers will ‘secretly bring in destructive heresies,’
and that ‘many will follow their sensuality’ (vv. 1-2). Why are false teachers so often appealing
and successful, and what makes their message attractive? How can a congregation today guard
itself without becoming harsh, suspicious, or unloving?

Personal Reflection: Peter says these teachers entice people who are ‘barely escaping from
those who live in error,’ promising freedom while enslaving them (vv. 18-19). Where are you



most vulnerable to a teaching or influence that promises freedom but actually leads away from
Christ? What helps you stay anchored in the truth?

Read 2 Peter 2:1-22

Study Questions

1. Peter warns that ‘there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them’ (v. 1). What does this
teach about the reality and danger of false teaching within the church, and what does it
mean that even these teachers were ‘bought’ by the Master they deny?

2. Peter says ‘many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be
blasphemed’ (v. 2). How can the failures or false teaching of those who claim Christ bring
the gospel itself into disrepute, and how does your own life either honor or dishonor ‘the
way of truth’ before watching people?

3. Peter gives three historical examples, the angels who sinned, the flood, and Sodom and
Gomorrah, while noting that God rescued Noah and Lot (vv. 4-9), concluding that ‘the Lord
knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment
until the day of judgment’ (v. 9). What do these examples teach about God’s justice, His
judgment of the wicked, and His protection of the faithful?

4. Peter describes the false teachers as bold, willful, and driven by greed and sensuality (vv.
10-15). As you read his description, where do you see even small seeds of those same
attitudes, self-will, the love of money, the pull of the flesh, in your own heart, and how do
you guard against them?

5. Peter says these teachers are ‘waterless springs and mists driven by a storm,’ promising
much but delivering nothing, who ‘entice... those who are barely escaping’ and ‘promise
them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption’ (vv. 17-19). What does this
teach about the emptiness of false teaching and the difference between true freedom in
Christ and the false freedom these teachers offer?

6. Peter says, ‘Whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved’ (v. 19). What in your life
has the most power to ‘overcome’ you, and what would it look like to be truly free from its
grip through Christ?

7. Peter quotes a sobering proverb about the dog returning to its vomit and the washed sow
returning to the mud (v. 22). What does this vivid picture teach about the nature of those
who turn back to sin after knowing the truth, and why does Peter use such striking imagery?

8. Peter writes this entire warning out of love for the church. When have you been protected
by a hard word, a warning, or correction from a faithful teacher, friend, or parent? How can
you receive correction as a gift rather than an attack?

9. Peter says these people ‘have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’ and then are ‘again entangled in them and overcome,’ so
that ‘the last state has become worse for them than the first,” and that it would have been
better never to have known the way of righteousness than to know it and turn back (vv. 20-



22). What does this passage teach about whether a person who has genuinely come to
know Christ can fall away and be lost, and how does it stand against the doctrine of ‘once
saved, always saved’? Together with verse 1, that Christ ‘bought’ even those who are
destroyed, what does this chapter teach about for whom Christ died?

10. Look back across the whole passage. Peter moves from the warning about false teachers,
through God’s judgment and rescue, to the tragedy of those who turn back. Name one
specific way Jesus is forming you through these verses. What single truth from 2 Peter 2:1-
22 do you most need to carry into this week?

Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: Matthew 7:15-20, knowing false prophets by their fruit; Acts 20:28-
31, fierce wolves entering the flock, sparing none; Jude 3-16, the parallel warning against
ungodly intruders; 1 Timothy 4:1-2, some departing from the faith in later times; Hebrews
10:26-31, the danger of deliberately continuing in sin after knowing the truth



