
The Books of 1 and 2 Peter, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 11: False Teachers and Their Doom

2 Peter 2:1–22

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Second Peter 2 is a fierce, sustained warning against false teachers, and it contains two of the 
most doctrinally significant statements in the letter, both of which must be handled clearly. 
First, verse 1 says the false teachers were ‘denying the Master who bought them.’ Christ bought 
even these, who are nonetheless heading for ‘swift destruction.’ This is a direct witness against 
the Calvinistic doctrine of limited atonement: Christ’s redeeming death was for all, even for 
those who finally reject Him and are lost. Second, verses 20–22 describe people who genuinely 
‘escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ’ and then become ‘again entangled... and overcome,’ ending ‘worse than the first.’ This is 
a decisive witness against ‘once saved, always saved’ and the Calvinistic guarantee of the 
perseverance of the saints: a person who has truly known Christ can turn back and be lost. 
Teach both points plainly and confidently from the text; this chapter is one of the clearest places 
in Scripture on both issues.

At the same time, teach the chapter’s main purpose, which is protective love, not mere 
controversy. Peter exposes the false teachers, their greed, sensuality, arrogance, and empty 
promises of freedom, in order to guard the flock he loves. Help students see that warning is an 
act of love, that the church must discern truth from counterfeit, and that doing so need not 
make a congregation harsh, paranoid, or unkind. The chapter also showcases God’s justice and 
mercy together: He judges the wicked (the angels, the flood, Sodom) and rescues the godly 
(Noah, Lot), so ‘the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment until the day of judgment.’

Pastorally, the chapter calls for sober self-examination. Peter’s portrait of self-will, love of 
money, and the pull of the flesh is a mirror, and his warning about turning back to sin after 
knowing the truth is meant to keep us watchful. Aim to leave students discerning, humble, and 
anchored: able to recognize the emptiness of false teaching, free from the things that would 
enslave them, receiving hard warnings as a gift, and sobered by the genuine possibility of falling 
away into renewed pursuit of Christ. The disciple we are forming is neither gullible toward error 
nor presumptuous about his own standing, but watchful, free, and faithfully holding to the way 
of truth.

Question 1

Student Question:



Peter warns that ‘there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them’ (v. 1). What does this teach about the 
reality and danger of false teaching within the church, and what does it mean that even these 
teachers were ‘bought’ by the Master they deny?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Peter draws a deliberate line from the true prophets of chapter 1 to the false teachers of 
chapter 2: ‘But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you.’ Wherever God sows truth, the enemy sows counterfeits. The danger is internal, 
‘among you,’ not merely outside the church, and it comes in ‘secretly,’ disguised, not openly 
labeled as heresy.

Define what makes their teaching ‘destructive heresies.’ These are not minor differences of 
opinion but soul-destroying distortions that, followed, lead to ruin. Peter is not encouraging 
suspicion of every disagreement; he is warning against teaching that corrupts the gospel itself 
and the lives of those who embrace it. Discernment matters because the counterfeit is 
dangerous precisely when it looks genuine.

Now handle the crucial phrase, ‘even denying the Master who bought them.’ Sit with the word 
‘bought.’ These false teachers, who are heading for destruction, were nonetheless purchased by 
Christ. The atonement reached even them. This is a clear statement that Christ’s redeeming 
death was not limited to a pre-selected elect who cannot be lost; He bought even those who 
would deny Him and perish. The love and the purchase are real and universal; the loss comes 
from their denial, not from any limit in the price Christ paid.

Apply it soberly. False teaching is a real and present danger in every age, and it often arises from 
within, from those who once seemed to belong. The church must love the truth enough to guard 
it. And the word ‘bought’ should both warm and warn us: warm us, that Christ died even for the 
worst; warn us, that being bought is not the same as being saved if we deny the Master who 
paid for us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The reality and danger of false teaching arising from within the church (Acts 20:29–30)
 Destructive heresies as soul-ruining distortions, not mere differences of opinion
 Christ ‘bought’ even false teachers who are destroyed: the atonement is universal (against 

limited atonement)
 Being bought by Christ not guaranteeing salvation apart from continued faith
 The need for discernment because counterfeits look genuine

Discussion Prompts

 Why is false teaching that arises from within especially dangerous?
 What does it mean that Christ ‘bought’ even those who deny Him?



 How does ‘the Master who bought them’ speak against the idea that Christ died only for a 
select few?

Question 2

Student Question:

Peter says ‘many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be 
blasphemed’ (v. 2). How can the failures or false teaching of those who claim Christ bring the 
gospel itself into disrepute, and how does your own life either honor or dishonor ‘the way of 
truth’ before watching people?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Peter observes a tragic ripple effect: ‘many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the 
way of truth will be blasphemed.’ When teachers who claim Christ live in sensuality and greed, 
watching outsiders conclude that the whole ‘way of truth’ is a fraud. The sins of the visible 
church become ammunition against the gospel itself.

Help students feel the weight of this. The world judges Christ in large part by Christians. When 
those who bear His name are hypocritical, greedy, or immoral, the name of Christ is dishonored 
among the very people He came to save (Romans 2:24). Our conduct is never merely private; it 
either commends or slanders the gospel.

Turn it to honest self-examination. Ask each student where their own life honors the way of 
truth before watching people, and where it might be giving outsiders a reason to dismiss the 
gospel. This is not about performing for others but about recognizing that our witness is always 
on, and living so that the way of truth is honored, not blasphemed, because of us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The reputation of the gospel affected by the conduct of those who claim Christ (Romans 
2:24)

 Hypocrisy in the church as ammunition against the faith
 The believer’s life as a public witness, for good or ill (Matthew 5:16)
 Honoring the way of truth before a watching world

Discussion Prompts

 How can the failures of professing Christians bring the gospel into disrepute?
 Where does your life honor or dishonor the ‘way of truth’ before others?
 Who is watching your life, and what conclusion about Christ are they drawing?

Question 3

Student Question:



Peter gives three historical examples, the angels who sinned, the flood, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah, while noting that God rescued Noah and Lot (vv. 4–9), concluding that ‘the Lord 
knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until 
the day of judgment’ (v. 9). What do these examples teach about God’s justice, His judgment of 
the wicked, and His protection of the faithful?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Peter marshals three examples from history to prove a single point: God judges the wicked and 
rescues the righteous. The angels who sinned were cast down and held for judgment; the 
ancient world was drowned in the flood, while Noah, ‘a herald of righteousness,’ was preserved; 
Sodom and Gomorrah were burned to ashes, while righteous Lot was rescued. Past judgments 
guarantee future ones.

Draw out the conclusion Peter himself states in verse 9: ‘the Lord knows how to rescue the 
godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment.’ 
Both halves matter. God is able to protect His own in the midst of judgment, and He is able to 
hold the wicked accountable. Neither the safety of the faithful nor the judgment of the wicked is 
in doubt.

Apply both comfort and sobriety. To the faithful facing pressure from a corrupt culture, this is 
comfort: the God who saved Noah and Lot knows how to rescue you. To anyone tempted to 
think the wicked will escape, this is sobering: judgment is certain, even if delayed. God’s 
patience is not the same as God’s indifference; the day of judgment is coming.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The certainty of divine judgment, proven by historical precedent (Genesis 6–8; 19)
 God’s ability to rescue the godly in the midst of judgment (Noah, Lot)
 The unrighteous held accountable until the day of judgment (2 Peter 3:7)
 God’s delay as patience, not indifference or inability

Discussion Prompts

 What do these three examples prove about God’s justice?
 How is the rescue of Noah and Lot a comfort to the faithful today?
 Why is God’s patience not the same as letting the wicked escape?

Question 4

Student Question:

Peter describes the false teachers as bold, willful, and driven by greed and sensuality (vv. 10–15). 
As you read his description, where do you see even small seeds of those same attitudes, self-will, 
the love of money, the pull of the flesh, in your own heart, and how do you guard against them?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns Peter’s blistering portrait into a mirror. He describes the false teachers as 
bold, self-willed, despising authority, driven by greed and the lusts of the flesh. It would be easy 
to read this with smug distance, but the wiser reading asks where the same seeds, smaller but 
real, grow in our own hearts.

Help students examine honestly. Self-will (insisting on my own way), the love of money, and the 
pull of the flesh are not exotic sins reserved for heretics; they are common temptations in every 
heart. The false teachers are an extreme case of attitudes that, in milder form, threaten all of us. 
Recognizing the seed helps us pull it before it becomes a weed.

Move toward watchful guarding. Ask each student which of these tendencies they see in 
themselves and how they guard against it, through accountability, generosity that breaks 
greed’s grip, the disciplines that train the flesh, and submission to God’s authority and His Word. 
The cure is not despair but vigilant, grace-empowered self-watch.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Self-examination in light of the false teachers’ sins
 Self-will, greed, and fleshly lust as common temptations, not exotic ones
 Guarding the heart through accountability, generosity, and discipline (Proverbs 4:23)
 Vigilance against the seeds of sin before they grow

Discussion Prompts

 Where do you see seeds of self-will, greed, or fleshly desire in your own heart?
 Which of these most needs guarding right now?
 What practice helps you pull the weed before it grows?

Question 5

Student Question:

Peter says these teachers are ‘waterless springs and mists driven by a storm,’ promising much 
but delivering nothing, who ‘entice... those who are barely escaping’ and ‘promise them 
freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption’ (vv. 17–19). What does this teach about 
the emptiness of false teaching and the difference between true freedom in Christ and the false 
freedom these teachers offer?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Peter’s images for the false teachers are unforgettable: ‘waterless springs and mists driven by a 
storm.’ A spring promises water; a waterless one betrays the thirsty traveler. A storm cloud 
promises rain; a mist driven off by the wind delivers nothing. False teaching always over-
promises and under-delivers; it dangles satisfaction and leaves the soul drier than before.



Focus on the great irony Peter names: they ‘promise them freedom, but they themselves are 
slaves of corruption.’ False teaching very often markets itself as liberation, freedom from rules, 
from restraint, from old-fashioned morality, while actually enslaving its followers to the very 
appetites it indulges. The promise of freedom is the bait; bondage is the hook.

Contrast this with true freedom in Christ. Real freedom is not the absence of all restraint but 
liberation from sin’s mastery so we can become what God made us to be (John 8:31–36). The 
false teacher’s ‘freedom’ leaves a person enslaved to corruption; Christ’s freedom breaks the 
chains. Ask students to discern the difference between a message that flatters the flesh and one 
that actually sets the soul free.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 False teaching as empty: over-promising and under-delivering (Jeremiah 2:13)
 The marketing of false ‘freedom’ that actually enslaves
 True freedom in Christ as liberation from sin’s mastery (John 8:31–36)
 Discerning flattery of the flesh from genuine spiritual freedom

Discussion Prompts

 Why do Peter’s images of waterless springs and mists fit false teaching so well?
 How does false teaching promise freedom while delivering slavery?
 What is the difference between that false freedom and real freedom in Christ?

Question 6

Student Question:

Peter says, ‘Whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved’ (v. 19). What in your life has 
the most power to ‘overcome’ you, and what would it look like to be truly free from its grip 
through Christ?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Peter states a piercing principle: ‘Whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.’ Slavery 
is determined not by what we claim to control but by what controls us. Whatever has the power 
to overcome our resolve, our values, and our better intentions, that is our master, whatever we 
call it.

Help students apply the test honestly. What overcomes you? For one it is anger, for another a 
substance, an appetite, the approval of others, the screen, the pursuit of money. The thing we 
cannot say no to, the thing that wins when it and our conscience collide, is the thing that 
enslaves us. This test cuts through self-deception.

Point to the only real freedom. We are not freed from one master by sheer willpower but by 
coming under a greater Master who breaks the lesser one’s grip. Freedom from what enslaves 



us comes through Christ, who said the Son will set us free indeed. Ask each student to name 
what most overcomes them and one step of bringing it under the lordship of Christ this week.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Slavery defined by what overcomes us (John 8:34; Romans 6:16)
 The honest test of what truly masters our hearts
 Freedom found not in willpower but under the greater Master, Christ
 Bringing the enslaving thing under the lordship of Christ

Discussion Prompts

 What in your life has the most power to ‘overcome’ you?
 How does that thing function as a master over you?
 What would freedom from its grip through Christ look like?

Question 7

Student Question:

Peter quotes a sobering proverb about the dog returning to its vomit and the washed sow 
returning to the mud (v. 22). What does this vivid picture teach about the nature of those who 
turn back to sin after knowing the truth, and why does Peter use such striking imagery?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Peter ends the chapter with two deliberately repulsive proverbs: ‘The dog returns to its own 
vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallowing in the mire.’ The crude imagery 
is intentional. Peter wants his readers to feel revulsion at the thought of returning to the sin 
Christ rescued them from.

Unpack the pictures. The dog’s nature was never truly changed; it returns to what disgusts us 
because it remains a dog at heart. The washed sow looks clean for a moment but, with no new 
nature, heads straight back to the mud it loves. Both picture a person who was outwardly 
cleaned by contact with the truth but whose heart never truly clung to Christ, and who 
therefore returns to the filth.

Apply the warning without despair. Peter is not saying every struggle with sin proves a false 
heart; he is warning against the deliberate, settled return to a life of sin after knowing the truth. 
The vividness is a mercy meant to wake us up. Ask students to let the picture do its sobering 
work: the things Christ washed us from are not worth returning to, and a heart truly changed 
will not be at home in the mire.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The repulsiveness of returning to sin after cleansing (Proverbs 26:11)



 Outward reformation without inward change
 The deliberate, settled return to sin as the danger in view
 Vivid warning as a mercy meant to awaken

Discussion Prompts

 What do the dog and the sow teach about turning back to old sin?
 Why does Peter choose such repulsive images?
 How can this picture help guard you from drifting back?

Question 8

Student Question:

Peter writes this entire warning out of love for the church. When have you been protected by a 
hard word, a warning, or correction from a faithful teacher, friend, or parent? How can you 
receive correction as a gift rather than an attack?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question reframes the harsh chapter as an act of love, which it is. Peter writes these 
warnings not to wound but to protect, like a watchman crying out at the sight of the enemy. 
Behind every hard word is a shepherd’s heart that cannot bear to see the flock devoured.

Help students recall being protected by a hard word. Most of us can name a teacher, parent, 
elder, or friend whose warning or correction, unwelcome at the time, spared us real harm. The 
love in a warning is often only recognized later, when we see what it saved us from.

Move toward receiving correction well. Our pride makes us treat correction as an attack rather 
than a gift. Ask students how they typically respond to hard words, defensiveness, hurt, 
withdrawal, and how they might instead receive faithful correction as the wounds of a friend 
that can be trusted (Proverbs 27:6). Learning to welcome correction is one mark of a humble, 
teachable heart.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Warning and correction as expressions of love (Proverbs 27:5–6)
 The shepherd’s duty to warn the flock (Acts 20:31; Ezekiel 33:1–6)
 Pride that mistakes correction for attack
 A teachable heart that welcomes faithful correction (Proverbs 9:8–9)

Discussion Prompts

 When has a hard word or warning protected you?
 How do you usually respond to correction?
 How could you receive faithful correction as a gift rather than an attack?



Question 9

Student Question:

Peter says these people ‘have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’ and then are ‘again entangled in them and overcome,’ so that 
‘the last state has become worse for them than the first,’ and that it would have been better 
never to have known the way of righteousness than to know it and turn back (vv. 20–22). What 
does this passage teach about whether a person who has genuinely come to know Christ can fall 
away and be lost, and how does it stand against the doctrine of ‘once saved, always saved’? 
Together with verse 1, that Christ ‘bought’ even those who are destroyed, what does this chapter 
teach about for whom Christ died?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the doctrinal summit of the lesson, and it must be taught plainly, for it stands clearly 
against two false teachings. Read verses 20–22 closely. Peter describes people who ‘have 
escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.’ This is no description of a mere acquaintance with religion; they escaped the world’s 
corruption through the saving knowledge of Christ as Lord and Savior. They were, by every 
indication of the text, genuine believers.

Then comes the tragedy: they are ‘again entangled in them and overcome,’ so that ‘the last 
state has become worse for them than the first.’ Peter says it would have been ‘better for them 
never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back.’ This is a 
decisive statement that a person who has genuinely come to know Christ can fall away and be 
lost, and end up in a worse condition than before he believed. It cannot be reconciled with ‘once 
saved, always saved’ or with the Calvinistic claim that the truly saved are guaranteed to 
persevere no matter what. Peter holds out the real, sobering possibility of apostasy precisely to 
keep his readers from it. (The same warning runs through Hebrews 6:4–6; 10:26–31 and 
Galatians 5:4.)

Now connect this with verse 1, where Christ ‘bought’ even the false teachers who are 
destroyed. Put the two together and the chapter teaches a coherent doctrine. Christ died for all, 
even for those who finally perish (against limited atonement). And those who are bought and 
who genuinely come to know Christ can nevertheless reject Him, fall away, and be lost (against 
unconditional perseverance). Salvation is by grace, laid hold of through faith, and preserved 
through ongoing faith and obedience; it is neither earned nor automatically guaranteed. Both 
the universality of the atonement and the conditionality of final salvation stand together in this 
one chapter.

Teach this with pastoral balance, not to make students anxious about every stumble, but to 
make them watchful and dependent. The point is not that a believer who sins is instantly lost, 
nor that we should live in fear, but that we must not presume. Apostasy here is a deliberate, 



settled turning back, an entangling and being overcome. The proper response is not panic but 
perseverance: to hold fast to Christ, keep growing as chapter 1 urged, and never imagine that 
we are beyond the possibility of falling. The God who is able to keep us calls us to keep 
ourselves in His love (Jude 21).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 A genuine believer who has known Christ can fall away and be lost (against ‘once saved, 
always saved’) (Hebrews 6:4–6; 10:26–31; Galatians 5:4)

 Apostasy as a real, deliberate turning back, leaving one worse than before
 Christ ‘bought’ even those who perish: He died for all (against limited atonement)
 Final salvation as conditional, preserved through ongoing faith and obedience
 The proper response: watchful perseverance, not anxious panic or presumption (Jude 20–

21)

Discussion Prompts

 What do verses 20–22 teach about whether a true believer can fall away?
 How does this passage stand against ‘once saved, always saved’?
 Putting verse 1 with verses 20–22, what does this chapter teach about for whom Christ died 

and about our need to persevere?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back across the whole passage. Peter moves from the warning about false teachers, 
through God’s judgment and rescue, to the tragedy of those who turn back. Name one specific 
way Jesus is forming you through these verses. What single truth from 2 Peter 2:1–22 do you 
most need to carry into this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Gather the threads. Peter has warned of false teachers within the church, proven God’s justice 
and mercy from history, exposed the emptiness and false freedom of error, and sounded a 
grave warning about turning back after knowing the truth. The whole chapter is protective love, 
guarding the flock from wolves and from themselves.

Press for one concrete point of formation. Ask each student to name the single truth they most 
need and one place it will land this week, whether greater discernment, freedom from an 
enslaving thing, a more teachable heart toward correction, or a sober resolve to persevere.

Close on the chapter’s deepest note: the mercy hidden in the warning. Peter sounds the alarm 
because he loves these people and cannot bear to see them lost. Send students out discerning, 



free, humble under correction, and holding fast to the Christ who bought them, resolved never 
to turn back to what He saved them from.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The integration of discernment, perseverance, and protective love
 Salvation preserved through ongoing faith, neither earned nor automatically guaranteed
 Warning as a means of grace to keep the faithful from falling

Discussion Prompts

 Which single truth from this passage do you most need this week?
 Where do you sense Jesus forming you through 2 Peter 2:1–22?
 What is one way you will hold fast and refuse to turn back this week?


