
The Books of 1 and 2 Kings
Lesson 22: The Fall of Jerusalem and the Exile -- 2 Kings 23:31–25:30

The city is burning. The temple Solomon built with cedar and gold and seven years of devoted 
labor, the house where God put His name, the place that the whole known world came to see, is 
a pile of charred stone. The pillars Jachin and Boaz, which had stood at the entrance declaring 
that God establishes and God is strength, lie broken and stripped of their bronze, loaded onto 
Babylonian carts heading east. The priests are in chains. The king is blind, his eyes put out after 
being forced to watch his sons killed, the last thing Zedekiah ever saw. The city that David 
captured and Solomon adorned and Isaiah called the city of the Great King lies in rubble, its 
gates burned, its walls breached, its people gone. This is the ending the book of Kings has been 
moving toward since Jeroboam set up his golden calves in chapter 12. And now it has arrived.

We should not read past this too quickly. The fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. was the greatest 
catastrophe in the history of God’s covenant people before the cross. Everything that gave Israel 
its identity as a nation was dismantled in a single military campaign: the Davidic king, the 
temple, the city, the land. From a human vantage point it looked like the God of Israel had been 
defeated by the gods of Babylon, that the covenant had failed, that the promise God made to 
Abraham and to David had simply run out. The nations surrounding Judah certainly read it that 
way. Even many Israelites read it that way. The book of Lamentations is a long cry of grief from 
someone sitting in the ashes trying to understand how a good God could let this happen.

But the narrator of 2 Kings reads it very differently. He tells this story not as a tragedy of divine 
defeat but as a story of divine justice. God had told them. He had told them through Moses 
before they ever entered the land (Deut 28–30). He had told them through prophet after 
prophet across four centuries. He had told them through the fall of the Northern Kingdom in 
722 B.C., which should have been a shattering warning to the south. He had been patient, 
extraordinarily patient, for longer than any human patience would have endured. And when the 
judgment finally came, it was not the failure of God’s covenant. It was the precise fulfillment of 
what His covenant had always promised: blessing for faithfulness, and curse for persistent, 
unrepentant rebellion.

And yet this is not the last word. In the final four verses of the entire book, something 
unexpected happens. Jehoiachin, the king of Judah who had been sitting in a Babylonian prison 
for thirty-seven years, is released. The new king of Babylon, Evil-merodach, lifts him out of 
prison, gives him a seat at the king’s table, speaks kindly to him, and provides for him every day 
for the rest of his life. It is a tiny ember in a vast darkness. But it is enough. The Davidic line is 
not extinct. The promise God made to David, that his throne would be established forever, has 
not been swallowed by Babylon. Something is still alive. Something is still coming. And that 
something will one day walk into Jerusalem not as a prisoner but as a King, not to be lifted to a 
table but to give His body and blood as a table for all who will come.



Group Discussion: The narrator of 2 Kings presents the fall of Jerusalem not as God’s failure but 
as God’s just covenant judgment on persistent, warned, unrepentant idolatry. How does 
understanding the exile as God’s righteous judgment rather than as an accident or a divine 
abandonment change the way we read this passage, and how does it change the way we think 
about God’s faithfulness?

Personal Reflection: The last four verses of 2 Kings show a tiny ember of hope surviving the 
catastrophe: Jehoiachin lifted from prison, given a seat at the king’s table, cared for every day. Is 
there an area of your life where the situation looks like total ruin but where you need to look for 
the ember of God’s faithfulness that is still burning in the darkness? What would it take for you 
to trust that ember?

Read 2 Kings 23:31–25:30

Study Questions

1. Read 2 Kings 23:31–24:7. In the final years of Judah, three successive kings (Jehoahaz, 
Jehoiakim, and Jehoiachin) are described, each doing evil in the sight of the LORD. The 
narrator has told this same story about king after king since 1 Kings 12. What does the 
cumulative repetition of this verdict across so many kings tell us about the nature of human 
sin without the transforming grace of God, and about why external political change is never 
sufficient to address the root problem?

2. Jehoahaz reigns only three months before he is deposed by Pharaoh Neco. Jehoiakim is a 
vassal, then a rebel, then dead. Jehoiachin surrenders after three months. Each king’s failure 
is unique in its details but identical in its root: they did evil in the sight of the LORD. Looking 
at your own life honestly, where do you see a pattern that recurs in different circumstances 
but has the same root cause underneath it, and what does this passage suggest about what 
that root actually needs?

3. Read 2 Kings 24:1–4 and 24:20. The narrator twice states that what happened to Judah 
came ‘at the command of the LORD’ and ‘because of the sins of Manasseh.’ What does it 
mean for a national catastrophe of this scale to be attributed directly to God’s command, 
and how does that understanding protect us from the false reading that the exile was simply 
the result of Babylon’s military superiority or Judah’s political miscalculations?



4. It is tempting to read disaster in our lives, or in the lives of those we love, as simply bad luck 
or enemy action or the failure of human planning. Second Kings 24 insists that God’s 
governance is operative even in catastrophe. How does believing that nothing happens 
outside God’s governance, including painful and devastating events, change the way you 
respond to loss, disappointment, or apparent failure?

5. Read 2 Kings 24:10–16 and 25:1–12. Nebuchadnezzar carried out multiple deportations. The 
first took the king, the officials, the warriors, and the craftsmen: the leadership and the 
capable. The second destroyed the temple and the city and deported nearly everyone who 
remained. What does the systematic nature of the deportations, targeting leadership first, 
reveal about how God used Babylon as His instrument of covenant judgment, and what 
does the detail that the poorest people of the land were left behind tell us?

6. The exiles were stripped of almost everything that had defined their identity as a people: 
the land, the temple, the king, the city. Yet it was precisely in the exile that some of the 
richest theological reflection in the Bible was written, including the later chapters of Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, and eventually the Psalms of lament. Have you ever experienced a stripping 
away of things you thought were essential to your identity that turned out to open a space 
for deeper encounter with God? What happened?

7. Read 2 Kings 25:13–17. The narrator catalogs in careful detail what Nebuzaradan’s forces 
took from the temple: the two pillars, the sea, the stands, the pots, the shovels, the 
snuffers, the dishes, the firepans, and the bowls. He even notes the precise weight of bronze 
in the pillars. Why does the narrator describe the plundering of the temple with such 
specific, almost liturgical care, and what is he asking the reader to feel as they walk through 
that inventory?



8. The meticulous listing of what was taken from the temple is an act of grief and witness. The 
narrator refuses to let these sacred objects disappear without being named and mourned. Is 
there something sacred that you have lost, whether in a relationship, a community, a stage 
of life, or a spiritual season, that you have never properly grieved and named? What would 
it look like to mourn it honestly before God rather than moving past it?

9. Read 2 Kings 25:22–30 alongside Jeremiah 31:31–34 and Romans 11:1–2, 11–12. The book 
of Kings ends with two final movements: the murder of Gedaliah, which closes off even the 
remnant community in the land, and the lifting of Jehoiachin from his prison to sit at the 
Babylonian king’s table. The Davidic line is not dead. Taking those final four verses as the 
last word of the whole book, what does the persistence of the Davidic line through the exile 
teach us about God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises even through and beyond 
judgment? How does this ember of hope point forward to its fulfillment in Jesus, the Son of 
David, in whom the everlasting kingdom promised to David is established now, not in a 
future earthly political restoration of national Israel, but in the reign of Christ at the right 
hand of God and in His church?

10. Looking back across the entire account from 2 Kings 23:31 through 25:30, from the last 
weak kings through the burning city and the broken pillars and the lonely ember of 
Jehoiachin at a Babylonian table, name one truth about God’s character that this ending of 
the Kings narrative has pressed more deeply into your heart, and describe one specific way 
you will carry that truth into the coming week.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Deuteronomy 28:36–68, where Moses announces in advance the 
precise covenantal consequences of persistent rebellion that 2 Kings 25 fulfills, showing that the 
exile was not a surprise to God; Jeremiah 29:1–14, where God through Jeremiah commands the 
exiles to settle in Babylon and seek its peace, and promises to bring them home after seventy 
years, revealing God’s active pastoral care of His people even in judgment; Isaiah 43:14–21, 
where God announces a new exodus from Babylon greater than the exodus from Egypt, pointing 



forward through the historical exile to the redemption accomplished in Christ; Luke 1:30–33, 
where the angel announces to Mary that God will give her son the throne of David His father 
and his kingdom will have no end, the direct fulfillment of the Davidic promise that survived the 
exile; Acts 2:29–36, where Peter explains on Pentecost that David’s words about the throne 
anticipated Jesus, whom God raised from the dead and exalted to His right hand, establishing 
the everlasting kingdom now
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