The Books of 1 and 2 Kings

Lesson 17: Deliverance of Samaria and Jehu's Zeal -- 2 Kings 7:1-10:36

The city of Samaria is dying. The Aramean army of Ben-hadad has locked it in a siege so brutal
that a donkey’s head sells for eighty pieces of silver and a cup of dove’s dung is a luxury item. A
woman on the street grabs the king's sleeve and whispers a horror that stops everyone cold: she
and another mother had agreed to boil their children for food, and now the other woman has
hidden her son. The king tears his clothes. The prophet Elisha is blamed. And in the palace of a
city slowly starving to death, there is no visible reason to hope. This is the backdrop against
which God speaks.

That is when Elisha delivers one of the most audacious promises in all the Bible: ‘Tomorrow
about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a
shekel, at the gate of Samaria’ (2 Kings 7:1). The royal officer standing beside the king sneers. ‘If
the Lord himself should make windows in heaven, could this thing be?’ It is the voice of cynicism
that has given up on God'’s ability to do anything surprising. And it is the voice that will be
silenced in less than twenty-four hours.

But God’s deliverance comes through the most unlikely messengers imaginable: four men with
leprosy, sitting at the city gate because they are too sick to be let inside. When they decide that
sitting there means death anyway, they shuffle toward the enemy camp in the dark, expecting
to surrender. What they find instead is total silence. God has made the Aramean army hear the
sound of chariots and horses and a great army, and the whole camp has fled, leaving behind
tents and horses, food, silver, gold, and clothing. The lepers who arrived empty-handed stand in
the middle of a banquet. And one of them says the line that deserves to echo across every
generation: ‘This day is a day of good news. If we are silent and wait until morning light,
punishment will overtake us. Come, let us go and tell the king’s household’ (7:9).

These four chapters (7-10) move from famine to feast, from death to unlikely deliverance, and
then through a season of fierce divine reckoning. Elisha’s prophecy is vindicated to the last
detail. The scoffing officer is trampled in the gate. The Shunammite woman who had faith in
God's prophet returns to find her land restored. Hazael, who wept at the prophecy of his own
cruelty, rises to power. And then God anoints a furious military man named Jehu, gives him a
commission to execute the house of Ahab, and Jehu does it with frightening thoroughness. Two
kings die. Jezebel is thrown from a window. The Baal worshipers are gathered to a feast and
slaughtered. It is one of the most violent stretches of Scripture, and underneath every scene
God is proving that His word does not return empty. Yet the story of Jehu ends with a haunting
addendum: he had zeal for God’s commission but kept Jeroboam’s golden calves. He did much,
but not with a whole heart. And that difference matters more than all his furious driving.



Group Discussion: The four lepers in 2 Kings 7 are starving, sick, and excluded from the city, yet

they become the first people to discover God’s miraculous deliverance and feel compelled to

share it. What does their response teach us about who carries the good news and what

motivates genuine urgency to share it?

Personal Reflection: Jehu was given a genuine commission from God and carried it out with

extraordinary energy, yet the verdict on his reign is that he did not turn away from the sins of

Jeroboam. Is there an area of your life where you are serving God zealously in one dimension

while quietly protecting something you know He wants you to surrender?

Read 2 Kings 7:1-10:36

Study Questions

1.

Read 2 Kings 7:1-2. Elisha prophesies that within twenty-four hours the famine will be over
and food will be sold cheaply at the gate of Samaria. The royal officer responds with open
ridicule. What does the officer’s scoffing reveal about the temptation to measure what God
can do by the scale of the current crisis, and what does Elisha’s calm, specific prophecy
reveal about the character of God's word?

The officer at the king's side had watched famine deepen and hope drain for days. His
cynicism was built from real evidence of a terrible situation. Think of a time when
circumstances pressed you toward the conclusion that what God had promised simply could
not happen at this scale. How did you respond, and what eventually shifted your
perspective?

Read 2 Kings 7:3-9. Four men with leprosy, excluded from the city and certain of death
either way, go to the Aramean camp and find it empty. The treasure and food are theirs for
the taking. But in verse 9 they stop and name what is wrong with keeping it to themselves.
What is the theological logic of their statement, ‘This day is a day of good news,’ and why
does silence in the face of such news become a form of guilt?



4. The lepers said that if they stayed silent ‘punishment will overtake us.” They understood that
good news is not a private possession. What is it in your own heart or life that makes sharing
the gospel of Jesus Christ feel optional rather than urgent, and what would need to change
for the lepers’ logic to feel as natural to you as it did to them?

5. Read 2 Kings 7:17-20. The officer who mocked Elisha's prophecy was appointed to manage
the gate on the day the city rushed out to plunder the Aramean camp and was trampled to
death in the crowd. He saw the abundance with his own eyes but did not eat of it, exactly as
Elisha had said. What does the precise fulfillment of this word, including this detail, teach us
about the certainty of God'’s word and the particular danger of mocking or dismissing what
God has spoken?

6. Read 2 Kings 8:1-6. The Shunammite woman left Israel for seven years at Elisha's word to
escape famine. When she returns and appeals for her house and land, the king restores
everything, at the very moment the king is hearing Gehazi recount Elisha’s deeds. What
does this remarkable timing teach you about God'’s attention to ordinary details of a faithful
person’s life, and how does this encourage you in a situation where you are trusting God's
care for something specific?

7. Read 2 Kings 9:1-10. God sends a young prophet to anoint Jehu king over Israel with a
specific commission: ‘You shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, so that | may
avenge on Jezebel the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants
of the Lord’ (9:7). What does this scene reveal about how God executes His justice in
history, using human instruments for purposes that are simultaneously His judgment and
their commission, and how should this shape our understanding of God’s sovereignty over
even violent historical events?



8. Jehuis described in a way that has become proverbial: ‘He drives furiously’ (9:20). He had
genuine energy, genuine courage, and a genuine commission from God. But 2 Kings 10:29-
31 makes clear that his heart was not fully devoted to God. Is there a way in which you tend
to confuse emotional intensity or energetic religious activity with wholehearted devotion to
God? What would full-heartedness actually require from you?

9. Read 2 Kings 9:30-37 and 10:1-11 and 10:28-31. God had pronounced specific judgment on
the house of Ahab through Elijah (1 Kings 21:17-24), and every detail of that judgment is
now carried out through Jehu: Jezebel is eaten by dogs at the plot of Naboth’s vineyard,
Ahab’s seventy sons are killed, and the house of Baal is destroyed. Yet Jehu ‘did not turn
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, the golden calves that
were in Bethel and in Dan’ (10:29). How does this passage press us to examine the
difference between outward zeal for God’s visible enemies and wholehearted, inward
faithfulness to God, and what is the danger of partial obedience that preserves one sin while
eliminating others?

10. Looking across 2 Kings 7-10, from the famine broken by God’s word, to the lepers who
could not keep the good news to themselves, to the scoffing officer destroyed by the very
fulfillment he doubted, to Jehu’s ferocious zeal that stopped short of a whole heart: name
one truth about God’s faithfulness to His word or one truth about the nature of genuine
devotion that this passage has pressed most deeply into you, and describe one specific thing
you will do differently this week because of it.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 1 Kings 21:17-29, where Elijah pronounces God’s judgment on the
house of Ahab over Naboth'’s vineyard, the exact prophecy Jehu fulfills; 2 Kings 2:1-15, the
background of Elisha’s commission and the prophetic power from which all his words flow;
Hosea 1:4, where God later names the bloodshed of Jezreel as something for which the house of
Jehu will be held accountable, showing the complexity of divine commission and human guilt;
Romans 15:4, affirming that these Old Testament histories were written for our instruction in



hope and endurance; Revelation 2:20-23, where the risen Christ echoes the Jezebel judgment,
warning the church against tolerating false teaching that leads to spiritual adultery
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