
The Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles
Lesson 20: Ahaz’s Apostasy and Hezekiah’s Renewal -- 2 Chronicles 28:1–

31:21

Picture two kings standing back to back, father and son, facing opposite directions. Ahaz turns 
his face toward the gods of Damascus, toward the smoking valley where he burns his own 
children, toward the temple doors that he himself bolts shut. Hezekiah, his son, turns the other 
way, toward the closed doors of the house of God, and his first official act as king is to throw 
them open again. Between those two men lies the whole drama of this lesson: how far a heart 
can wander, and how quickly God receives it when it comes home. Chronicles sets the contrast 
deliberately, and it means for us to feel it.

Ahaz is one of the saddest figures in the whole record. He did not merely neglect God; he 
hunted down new ways to offend Him. He made cast images for the Baals, he burned incense in 
the Valley of Hinnom, he made his own sons pass through the fire in imitation of the nations 
God had driven out. When Assyria pressed him, he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus, 
reasoning that since they had defeated him they must be worth serving. Then he gathered the 
vessels of the house of God, cut them in pieces, and shut up the doors. Apostasy is rarely a 
single leap; it is a thousand small surrenders that finally lock the door of the soul.

Then comes Hezekiah, and the air changes. In the very first month of the first year of his reign 
he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them. He called the priests and 
Levites and said, in effect, sanctify yourselves and sanctify the house, for our fathers have been 
unfaithful and have turned their backs on the dwelling place of the LORD. He cleansed the 
temple, he restored the appointed worship, he kept a great Passover and sent couriers even into 
the territory of the fallen northern tribes, pleading with them to return. Renewal under 
Hezekiah was not a mood; it was a deliberate, organized, wholehearted return to worship as 
God Himself had directed it.

And here is the verse that crowns the whole account: he did what was good and right and 
faithful before the LORD his God, and in every work that he began he did it with all his heart, 
and so he prospered. That is the heartbeat of this lesson. Apostasy is real and it is ruinous, but it 
is not the end of the story for anyone willing to come home. The same God who let Ahaz reap 
what he sowed stood ready to receive a nation the moment it turned back. As we walk through 
these chapters, ask the Lord to show you which doors in your own life have quietly been shut, 
and to give you Hezekiah’s holy urgency to open them again.

Group Discussion: Ahaz shut the doors of God’s house and Hezekiah, in his very first month, 
threw them open again. What does the contrast between these two kings teach us about how 
repentance actually looks when it is genuine?



Personal Reflection: Is there a door in your own walk with God that you have quietly closed, 
some practice of worship or obedience you once kept and have let lapse? What would it look 
like to reopen it this week?

Read 2 Chronicles 28:1–31:21

Study Questions

1. What does Ahaz’s progressive descent into idolatry (cast images, child sacrifice, shutting the 
temple) reveal about the nature and direction of apostasy when a heart turns from God?

2. Where have small, repeated compromises in your own life begun to move you in a direction 
you would not have chosen all at once, and what is the first step back?

3. Why does Chronicles emphasize that Hezekiah reopened and cleansed the house of God in 
the very first month of his reign, and what does the timing tell us about true priorities?

4. What worship or obedience to God have you been putting off until a more convenient 
season, and what would it mean to act on it now rather than later?

5. What does Hezekiah’s careful restoration of the Levites, the offerings, and the appointed 
worship teach us about worshiping God in the way He has actually directed rather than as 
we please?



6. How carefully do you examine whether your own worship and service follow what God has 
revealed, or do you tend to rely on what feels right or familiar to you?

7. Why did Hezekiah invite even the rebellious northern tribes to the Passover, and what does 
that say about God’s heart toward those who have wandered far?

8. Who in your life has wandered from the Lord, and how might Hezekiah’s example move you 
to extend a genuine, humble invitation rather than to write them off?

9. Chronicles says Hezekiah did what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his God 
and sought God with all his heart, and so he prospered (31:20–21); how does this passage 
call us to return to true, God-directed worship and to seek God wholeheartedly rather than 
halfheartedly, and how does such renewal point forward to the worship the New Testament 
church offers in spirit and truth through Christ?

10. Looking back across the ruin of Ahaz and the renewal of Hezekiah, name one specific door 
Jesus is asking you to reopen, and how you will let Him form a wholehearted, worshiping 
heart in you.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Ezekiel 18:20, each person bears his own sin so Ahaz’s guilt was his 
own and not inherited; John 4:23–24, true worshipers worship the Father in spirit and truth, the 



standard for God-directed worship; Acts 17:30, God commands all people everywhere to repent, 
the heart of Hezekiah’s reform applied to us; Hebrews 10:22, drawing near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, the wholehearted seeking Chronicles commends; James 4:8, draw near to 
God and He will draw near to you, the promise behind every genuine renewal.
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