
The Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles
Lesson 18: Judah’s Troubled Kings -- 2 Chronicles 21:1–24:27

This is the stretch of Chronicles where the lights flicker. After the singing army of Jehoshaphat, 
we descend into four chapters of murder, treachery, and tragic collapse, and yet right in the 
middle a single old priest stands like a candle that refuses to go out. The royal line of David, the 
line that carries God’s promise of an everlasting throne, comes within one baby’s breath of 
being snuffed out entirely. If you have ever wondered whether God’s promises can survive 
human wickedness, these chapters were written for you.

Jehoram opens the story by murdering all six of his brothers the moment he secures the throne. 
He marries Ahab’s daughter, walks in the ways of the kings of Israel, and reigns so wickedly that 
Elijah sends him a letter of doom. He dies of a horrible lingering disease, and Chronicles delivers 
the saddest royal epitaph imaginable: he departed with no one’s regret. A king can have all the 
power in the world and still leave a world that is relieved he is gone.

Then the darkness deepens. Ahaziah reigns one year and is killed, and his mother Athaliah, a 
true daughter of Jezebel, seizes the throne by slaughtering the royal grandchildren. But she 
misses one. A baby named Joash is hidden in the house of God for six years while a murderess 
rules. The thread of David’s line hangs by the courage of an aunt and the faithfulness of a priest 
named Jehoiada, who waits, plans, and finally crowns the rightful king and puts the usurper to 
death. God kept His promise through the steady faith of one ordinary servant.

Joash starts beautifully. Under Jehoiada’s guidance he repairs the temple and does what is right 
all the days of the priest. But here is the gut-punch of the lesson: when Jehoiada dies, Joash’s 
faith dies with him. The king who was rescued by a priest ends up ordering the murder of that 
priest’s own son, Zechariah, in the courtyard of the very temple Joash had restored. It turns out 
his faith had always been Jehoiada’s faith, borrowed and never truly his own. These chapters are 
a solemn, urgent warning about perseverance, the danger of a good start, and the deadly risk of 
leaning on someone else’s walk with God instead of building your own.

Group Discussion: Joash did what was right all the days of Jehoiada the priest, but fell away 
after Jehoiada died. What does this teach us about the difference between borrowed faith and 
faith that has become truly our own, and how can a congregation help young believers make 
that transition?

Personal Reflection: Whose faith have you been leaning on, a parent, a spouse, a mentor, a 
preacher, more than your own walk with God? If that person were suddenly gone, what would 
happen to your faith, and what does that reveal about where you stand?

Read 2 Chronicles 21:1–24:27



Study Questions

1. Jehoram murdered his brothers and led Judah into idolatry, dying unmourned and 
unregretted (21:4–20). What does the Chronicler want us to understand about sin, 
consequence, and the kind of legacy a life leaves behind?

2. Jehoram’s wickedness was deeply shaped by his marriage into the house of Ahab. Where do 
you see ungodly influences shaping your own choices, and what would it cost to break free?

3. When Athaliah tried to destroy the entire royal line, one baby was hidden in the house of 
God and the line of David survived (22:10–12). What does this preservation reveal about 
God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises even in the darkest hour?

4. When have you been tempted to think God’s promises had failed because circumstances 
looked hopeless, and how does Joash hidden in the temple speak to that fear?

5. Jehoiada the priest risked everything to preserve the line, crown the rightful king, and 
restore covenant worship (23:1–21). What does his faithfulness teach us about the role of 
godly leadership in preserving God’s people and God’s truth?

6. Jehoiada served quietly and faithfully for decades without fanfare. Where is God calling you 
to a steady, unglamorous faithfulness that may never be noticed but matters eternally?



7. Joash repaired the house of God and did what was right while Jehoiada lived, then 
abandoned the LORD after the priest died and even murdered Zechariah (24:1–22). What 
does this tragic reversal reveal about the nature of true and lasting faith?

8. Think honestly about your own walk: are there spiritual disciplines or convictions you 
maintain mainly because of who is watching or guiding you rather than because they are 
truly yours?

9. Scripture warns, let anyone who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall (1 Corinthians 10:12), 
and that we must hold our confidence firm to the end lest we be hardened by sin (Hebrews 
3:12–14). In light of Joash’s collapse, what does the Bible teach about the real possibility of 
falling away, the danger of borrowed faith, and what perseverance to the end actually 
requires?

10. Looking across these four chapters of troubled kings, faithful Jehoiada, and tragic Joash, 
name one specific way the Lord is calling you to make your faith truly your own and to 
persevere to the end.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 1 Corinthians 10:12, the sober warning that whoever thinks he 
stands should take heed lest he fall; Hebrews 3:12–14, the call to exhort one another daily so no 
one is hardened by sin and falls away from the living God; Hebrews 6:4–6, the solemn reality 
that those who have shared in God’s blessings can fall; Matthew 13:20–21, the seed on rocky 
ground that springs up quickly but withers because it has no root; Galatians 6:9, the 
encouragement not to grow weary in doing good, for we will reap if we do not give up.
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