The Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles

Lesson 16: The Kingdom Divided; Early Kings of Judah -- 2 Chronicles 10:1-
16:14

A kingdom can be lost in a single conversation. Rehoboam, the son of wise Solomon, stands at a
crossroads. The people ask only that he lighten the heavy yoke his father laid on them, and the
older counselors urge him to speak kindly and win their hearts. But Rehoboam listens instead to
the young men who grew up with him, and he answers with arrogance: my father disciplined
you with whips, but | will discipline you with scorpions. In a moment, ten tribes tear away, and
the united kingdom of David and Solomon splits in two. Harshness and pride do in an afternoon
what enemies could not do in a generation.

From there, Chronicles takes us through a string of kings whose lives become living lessons in
faith and faithlessness. Abijah stands on a mountain and cries out that as for us, the Lord is our
God, and we have not forsaken Him, and God gives the victory because Judah relied on the Lord
their God. Asa launches sweeping reforms, tears down idols, and when a vast army comes
against him he prays one of the most beautiful prayers of dependence in all of Scripture: Lord,
there is none like you to help, we rely on you, and in your name we have come against this
multitude.

But the story turns, and it turns in a way that should sober every one of us. The same Asa who
once leaned wholly on God, in his later years, faced with a threat from the north, makes a treaty
with Syria instead of trusting the Lord. When a seer rebukes him, he does not repent; he throws
the man in prison and begins to oppress some of the people. And when disease strikes his feet,
even then he sought not the Lord but only the physicians. The man who finished one battle on
his knees finishes his life with his fists clenched. Faithfulness, it turns out, is not a trophy you win
once; it is a path you must keep walking.

These chapters trace the cycles of faithfulness and apostasy that run through the rest of
Chronicles and through the rest of our lives. They show us a God who is unfailingly faithful to His
covenant, who rewards those who rely on Him and warns those who turn away. And they leave
us with a warning that the New Testament makes explicit: let anyone who thinks he stands take
heed lest he fall. The question these chapters press is not merely how we begin but whether we
will finish, leaning on God to the very end.

Group Discussion: Across these chapters we watch kings rise and fall on whether they relied on
God or on human strength; what does this pattern teach us about the difference between
trusting God and trusting our own arrangements?



Personal Reflection: Asa began by leaning wholly on God and ended by leaning on alliances and
physicians; where in your own walk are you in danger of drifting from early dependence on God
toward self-reliance?

Read 2 Chronicles 10:1-16:14

Study Questions

1. What does Rehoboam'’s harsh, prideful response and the resulting division of the kingdom
teach about the consequences of pride and the rejection of wise counsel?

2. Where has pride or an unwillingness to listen to wise counsel created division or damage in
your own relationships, and what would humility look like there?

3. When Abijah declared that the Lord is our God and we have not forsaken Him, and God gave
the victory because Judah relied on the Lord, what does this reveal about God'’s faithfulness
to those who rely on Him?

4. In what specific battle or pressure are you facing right now is God calling you to declare, like
Abijah, that the Lord is your God and to rely on Him?

5. What do Asa’s early reforms, tearing down idols and commanding the people to seek the
Lord, teach about the kind of wholehearted worship and decisive obedience God desires?



6.

10.

What idols or compromises is God calling you to tear down decisively in your own life so
that your worship of Him is wholehearted?

What does Asa’s prayer, that there is none like God to help and that he relied on God
against a vast multitude, teach about genuine dependence on God in the face of
overwhelming odds?

When you face odds that feel overwhelming, do you instinctively turn first to God in
dependent prayer or to your own resources, and what would deeper reliance look like?

How do the cycles of faithfulness and apostasy in these chapters, especially Asa’s tragic later
turn to rely on Syria rather than God, his imprisoning of the seer, and his refusal to seek the
Lord even in disease, teach both God’s covenant faithfulness and the sobering reality that
those who once relied on God can fall away, so that the call is to rely on God rather than
human alliances and to finish faithfully?

Looking back across the divided kingdom and these early kings, name one specific way the
Lord is calling you to rely on Him rather than human alliances and to finish your walk
faithfully to the end.

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: 1 Corinthians 10:12, which warns that the one who thinks he stands
should take heed lest he fall, the heart of Asa’s tragic example; Proverbs 3:5-6, which calls us to
trust in the Lord with all our heart and not lean on our own understanding; Isaiah 31:1, which
pronounces woe on those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses rather than the
Holy One of Israel; Hebrews 3:12-14, which warns against an unbelieving heart that falls away
and calls us to hold our confidence firm to the end; Jeremiah 17:5-8, which contrasts the curse
on those who trust in man with the blessing on those who trust in the Lord.
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