The Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles

Lesson 7: God’s Covenant with David -- 1 Chronicles 17:1-27

It begins with a restlessness that does God credit. David is settled at last, the wars quieting, the
kingdom secure, and as he looks around his cedar-paneled house a thought troubles him: ‘I
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD is under a tent.‘ He wants to
build God a house. It is a generous impulse, a king who would rather honor God than enjoy his
own comfort. And the prophet Nathan, hearing it, says what any of us might say: ‘Do all that is
in your heart, for God is with you." It sounds right. It feels right. But it is not yet the word of the
LORD.

That very night God speaks, and He turns the whole proposal on its head. David wanted to build
God a house; instead God announces that He will build David a house. Not a house of cedar and
stone, but a dynasty, a line, a throne. ‘I will raise up your offspring after you, and | will establish
his kingdom. He shall build a house for me, and | will establish his throne forever.‘ The man who
came to give finds himself overwhelmed by what he is given. This is how grace so often works:
we approach God with our small gift, and He answers with a promise larger than we could have
imagined.

These few verses carry one of the towering promises of all Scripture, the covenant with David.
An everlasting throne. A house that will not pass away. A kingdom established forever. The first
readers of Chronicles, home from exile with no king on any throne and the line of David
seemingly snuffed out, must have read these words with aching hope. Where is the everlasting
throne now? Where is the son who reigns forever? The promise hung in the air, waiting for its
fulfillment, and the New Testament opens with the answer ringing out: a Son has been born, of
the house of David, whose kingdom will have no end.

And so we come to the heart of the matter, and we must read it rightly. The everlasting throne
of David is not waiting in cold storage for a future earthly capital and a rebuilt physical temple. It
is occupied right now. The risen Christ sits at the right hand of God, reigning over His church,
and Peter says so plainly on the day of Pentecost. David is dead and buried, but God swore to
set one of his descendants on his throne, and that descendant is Jesus, raised and enthroned. As
we study David’s humble prayer of wonder, let us also lift our eyes to the Son of David who
reigns today, and let us learn from a king who, when God gave more than he asked, simply sat
down before the LORD and worshiped.

Group Discussion: David set out to build God a house and God promised instead to build David a
house (17:1-14); what does this reversal reveal about the character of God and the nature of
His grace, and how is this covenant fulfilled in Jesus?



Personal Reflection: When God has answered your small intentions with a far greater grace
than you expected, how have you responded, and what does David’s prayer of humble wonder
(17:16-27) teach you about the right response?

Read 1 Chronicles 17:1-27

Study Questions

1. What does God'’s reversal of David’s plan, ‘you will not build me a house; | will build you a
house’ (17:4, 10), reveal about who initiates and sustains covenant relationship?

2. David wanted to do something great for God but had to receive God's greater grace instead;
where do you need to stop striving to give God a ‘house of cedar’ and learn to receive what
He freely gives?

3. Why does the Chronicler record that Nathan first told David to do as he pleased, then had to
correct himself by ‘the word of the LORD’ (17:2-4), and what does this teach about the
authority of God’s word over even good human intentions?

4. When have you mistaken a good idea for God’s will, and how can you better test your plans
against what God has actually said?

5. What does God's promise of an ‘offspring’ whose ‘throne’ will be established ‘forever’
(17:11-14) teach us about His long-range, covenant faithfulness across generations?



6. How does it steady your faith in seasons of waiting to know that God keeps promises that
may take generations to unfold?

7. David prayed, ‘Who am I, O LORD God, and what is my house, that you have brought me
thus far?‘ (17:16); what does genuine humility before God'’s grace look like, and how does it
guard us from pride?

8. Where has God’s kindness been so great in your life that the only honest response is the
humility of ‘who am 1?°

9. The covenant promised David an everlasting throne and house (17:11-14); how does the
New Testament teach that this promise is fulfilled NOW in the risen Christ, who reigns at
God’s right hand over His church (Acts 2:29-36; Luke 1:32-33), and why must we reject the
idea that the throne of David is being held in reserve for a future earthly political kingdom or
a rebuilt physical temple?

10. Looking back across this chapter, name one specific way Jesus, the reigning Son of David, is
forming you through both His covenant faithfulness and David’s humble worship.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 2 Samuel 7:1-29, the parallel account of the Davidic covenant, read
alongside Chronicles for the full promise; Luke 1:32-33, the angel’s announcement that Jesus



will receive ‘the throne of his father David’ and reign over a kingdom that ‘will have no end’;
Acts 2:29-36, Peter’s Pentecost proclamation that God raised Jesus and seated Him on David’s
throne at His own right hand, the throne occupied now; Psalm 110:1-4, the LORD’s word to
David’s Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand," applied to Christ’s present reign; Hebrews 1:8-13, the Son
addressed as the eternally enthroned King whose throne is forever.
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