The Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles

Lesson 5: David’s Mighty Men and Growing Kingdom -- 1 Chronicles 12:1-
14:17

Picture a man in a cave, a fugitive with a price on his head, and yet they keep coming. Day after
day they slip in from the wilderness, hard men with hard hands, archers who can shoot with the
right or the left, warriors with faces like lions and feet swift as gazelles on the mountains. They
come to David while he is still hunted, before there is any crown to be had, before the kingdom
is anything more than a promise. That is the strange and wonderful picture the Chronicler paints
for us in these chapters. God is quietly gathering a people to His chosen king while the world still
calls that king a runaway.

The Chronicler is writing for people who came home from exile to a small and unimpressive
Jerusalem, and he wants them to remember what God can build. So he lists the names, tribe by
tribe, the trickle that became a flood, until ‘a great army, like an army of God’ stood with David
at Hebron. These are not dry rolls of forgotten soldiers. They are the testimony that the LORD
keeps His word, that He raises the lowly, that He assembles His own people around the king of
His choosing. You and | need that reminder too. God is still gathering a people to His anointed
One.

But the kingdom that grows is also a kingdom that must learn. In chapter 13 David, full of holy
zeal, sets out to bring the ark of God home, and the joy is real, and the music is loud, and then in
an instant a man named Uzzah is struck dead beside the cart. The celebration freezes. David is
angry, and then afraid, and the whole nation has to reckon with a truth we resist in every
generation: God is good, and God is near, and God must still be approached on His terms and
not on ours. Good intentions are not the same thing as obedience.

And woven through it all is a habit that made David the man he was. Twice the Philistines come
up against him, and twice, before he draws a sword, he inquires of the LORD. He does not
presume on yesterday’s answer. He asks again, and waits, and listens for the sound of marching
in the tops of the balsam trees. Here is a king who knows that victory belongs to God and that
the way up is the way of asking. As we walk through these chapters, let us watch a kingdom
grow, watch a king stumble and learn, and let us ask what it means for us to seek the LORD His
way.

Group Discussion: Where in these chapters do we see God doing the gathering and the building,
rather than David engineering his own rise, and why does the Chronicler want his readers (and
us) to notice the difference?



Personal Reflection: When have you, like David with the ark, done a good thing with real zeal
but in your own way rather than God'’s way, and what did that experience teach you about
reverence?

Read 1 Chronicles 12:1-14:17

Study Questions

1. What does the steady gathering of warriors to the hunted David (12:1-22) reveal about how
God establishes His king and assembles His people around the one He has chosen?

2. The men of Zebulun came ‘with singleness of purpose’ and all Israel was ‘of one mind to
make David king’ (12:33, 38); where is your own heart divided, and what would single-
minded loyalty to Christ the King look like this week?

3. Why was bringing the ark such a fitting first act for the new king (13:1-4), and what does it
tell us that David wanted the worship of God at the very center of the kingdom?

4. David consulted with the whole assembly before acting (13:1-4); how do you involve God'’s
people in your decisions, and where have you tried to go it alone?

5. Uzzah reached out to steady the ark and God struck him dead (13:9-10); what does this
sober scene teach about approaching a holy God on His terms rather than on our own good
intentions?



6. When have you assumed that sincerity would cover for disobedience, and how does Uzzah'’s
death press you to take God'’s revealed will seriously?

7. What do David’s two inquiries before battle (14:10, 14) teach us about not presuming on
past victories or yesterday’s guidance?

8. Where are you currently ‘fighting’ on the strength of an old answer from God instead of
seeking Him freshly for today’s battle?

9. Chapter 14 says God ‘established him as king over Israel, for his kingdom was highly exalted
for the sake of his people Israel’ (14:2); how does this teach us that God builds His kingdom
not for the glory of a man but for the good of His people and the praise of His own name,
and how does this anticipate the way God exalts Christ as King for the sake of His church?

10. Looking back across these three chapters, name one specific way Jesus is forming you to
seek Him on His terms and to find your loyalty to Him becoming more single-minded.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 2 Samuel 6:1-11, the parallel account of the ark and Uzzah, read
alongside Chronicles to feel the full weight of the scene; Numbers 4:15 and 7:9, the LORD’s
command that the ark be carried on the shoulders of the Levites and never touched, showing
exactly where David’s first attempt went wrong; Psalm 132:1-9, David’s longing to find a



dwelling place for the LORD; Acts 2:29-36, where the gathering of a people to God’s anointed
King finds its fulfillment in the risen Christ enthroned; 1 Peter 2:9-10, the church as the people
God has gathered to Himself.
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