
The Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles
Lesson 2: The Line of David and the Tribes -- 1 Chronicles 3:1–5:26

Every family has a name that, when spoken, makes the whole room lean in. In Israel, that name 
was David. So when the Chronicler reaches chapter 3 and begins to list the sons of David born in 
Hebron and then in Jerusalem, the genealogy quickens with significance. This is not just another 
branch of the family tree. This is the royal line, the channel of the great promise that a son of 
David would reign forever. To a people who had lost their king and their throne, the line of 
David was a flickering candle in a dark room, the promise that the story was not over.

Then the list keeps going, past David, past Solomon, down through the kings of Judah, and on 
past the exile to names like Zerubbabel and beyond. Read that slowly and feel its weight. The 
throne was empty, the kingdom gone, the nation scattered, and yet the line of David was still 
being recorded. God had not let it die. The candle still burned. The Chronicler is telling his 
battered readers that the promise of a coming King had not been canceled by the catastrophe of 
exile.

But chapters 4 and 5 widen the frame again to the other tribes, and here the tone turns more 
sober. We meet Judah’s broader family, and then Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
on the far side of the Jordan. Tucked into Judah’s list is a small and famous prayer, the prayer of 
Jabez, a man who simply asked God to bless him and keep him from harm and was heard. And 
tucked into the eastern tribes’ story is a hard ending: they were unfaithful to the God of their 
fathers, and He carried them away into exile.

So this lesson holds two truths in one hand. On one side, the unbreakable faithfulness of God to 
His covenant, preserving the line of David toward the Messiah and answering the honest prayer 
of an ordinary man. On the other side, the deadly seriousness of unfaithfulness, written into the 
very genealogy as a warning that the people of God can drift, rebel, and be lost. Promise and 
warning, mercy and judgment, stand side by side, and we are meant to take both to heart.

Group Discussion: The line of David is preserved right through the exile, yet Reuben, Gad, and 
Manasseh are carried away for unfaithfulness. What is the Chronicler teaching his readers by 
placing covenant faithfulness and human unfaithfulness side by side?

Personal Reflection: Where in your own walk are you living more like the preserved promise 
(trusting God’s faithfulness) and where are you living more like the eastern tribes (drifting 
toward unfaithfulness)?

Read 1 Chronicles 3:1–5:26

Study Questions



1. What is significant about the Chronicler continuing the line of David past the exile, and what 
does it reveal about God’s commitment to His promise of an everlasting throne?

2. Where are you tempted to conclude that God’s promises have failed because your 
circumstances look like exile, and how does the preserved line of David speak to that 
despair?

3. How does the prayer of Jabez (4:9–10) model genuine, humble trust in God, and how is that 
different from treating prayer as a formula to obtain prosperity?

4. What would it look like for you to pray as honestly and dependently as Jabez did, without 
turning prayer into a transaction designed to get what you want?

5. What do the lists of the tribes, with their lands, occupations, and victories, teach us about 
God’s providence over the ordinary details of a people’s life?

6. In what specific area of ordinary life (work, home, neighborhood) do you need to start 
recognizing God’s providential hand and giving Him thanks?



7. How does the account of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh show that 
unfaithfulness has real and severe consequences for the people of God?

8. What early signs of spiritual drift can you detect in your own life right now, and what will 
you do this week before that drift becomes a settled pattern?

9. How does the royal line traced here lead toward the Messiah, and how does Acts 2:29–36 
show that God kept His promise to David by seating Christ on the throne to reign now, 
rather than reserving it for a future earthly kingdom?

10. Looking back across the promise to David, the prayer of Jabez, and the fall of the eastern 
tribes, name one specific way Jesus is calling you to deeper faithfulness through this 
passage.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 2 Samuel 7:12–16, God’s covenant promise of an everlasting throne 
to David; Acts 2:29–36, Peter declares Jesus raised and seated on David’s throne, reigning now; 
Luke 1:32–33, the angel announces Jesus will receive the throne of David and reign forever; 1 
Corinthians 10:11–12, Israel’s unfaithfulness written as a warning so we take heed lest we fall; 
Hebrews 3:12–14, take care lest an unbelieving heart turn any of us away from the living God
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