
The Books of 1, 2, and 3 John, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 11: Watch Out for Deceivers

2 John 7–13

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This passage is one of the doctrinally and pastorally sensitive sections flagged for careful 
handling, and the teacher should give it the heaviest doctrinal treatment of the lesson. Its core 
doctrine is the test of the incarnation: the deceivers and antichrists are those who do not 
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. The teacher should present this, in continuity 
with 1 John, as the dividing line of true and false faith, and should make clear that John ties 
having God to abiding in the teaching of Christ. The instruction not to receive or greet false 
teachers should be presented as the church contending for the truth, refusing to lend its 
hospitality, platform, and support to those actively working to destroy the faith.

The teacher must handle the strong command of verses 10 and 11 with care, lest it be misread 
as a license for unkindness to all who differ, or as forbidding ordinary courtesy to unbelievers. In 
the first century, traveling teachers depended on the hospitality of households, and to host and 
commend such a teacher was to endorse and fund his work. John forbids the church from giving 
that endorsement to those bringing a Christ-denying gospel; he is not forbidding love toward 
the lost or civility toward neighbors. The teacher should also frame verse 8 (watch yourselves, 
lest you lose what you worked for) in line with the consistent New Testament call to remain 
faithful and not to drift, consistent with the study’s rejection of once saved, always saved while 
avoiding anxious insecurity.

Formationally, the lesson aims to produce believers who are vigilant without being harsh, and 
loving without being naive. The teacher should hold up John’s own example: a warning against 
deceivers wrapped in warmth and a longing for face-to-face fellowship and complete joy. 
Students should leave ready to contend for the truth of the incarnation, careful not to lend 
support to its enemies, and at the same time more in love with the fellowship of God’s people 
and the truth they share.

Question 1

Student Question:

John warns that “many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the 
coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh” (v. 7). Why does John identify the denial of the incarnation as 
the mark of the deceiver and antichrist, and what does this teach about the central test of true 
and false teaching?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



John identifies the deceivers by a single mark: they do not confess that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh. As in his first letter, the dividing line is the incarnation, the truth that the eternal Son 
truly took on human flesh. To refuse this confession is, for John, the signature of the deceiver 
and antichrist.

Explain why this one doctrine serves as the test. The incarnation is not an isolated belief but the 
hinge on which the whole gospel turns. If Jesus did not truly come in the flesh, there is no real 
death for sin, no bodily resurrection, no Mediator who is both God and man. Deny it, and the 
entire structure of salvation collapses, however spiritual the remaining language sounds.

Note the seriousness of John’s label. He does not call these teachers merely mistaken or 
immature; he calls them deceivers and antichrists. This is strong because the stakes are eternal. 
A teaching that denies the incarnate Christ is not a minor variation within the faith but a 
counterfeit of it.

Apply it as a usable test. When evaluating any teaching, John directs us to the same question: 
what does it confess about Jesus come in the flesh? Teachings that diminish His true deity or 
true humanity fail at the decisive point. This single test, rightly applied, exposes much that 
masquerades as Christian.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The incarnation as the mark distinguishing the deceiver and antichrist (v. 7)
 The incarnation as the hinge of the whole gospel
 The seriousness of John’s labels (deceiver, antichrist) reflecting eternal stakes
 The confession about Jesus as the central test of all teaching

Discussion Prompts

 Why does the denial of the incarnation mark someone as a deceiver?
 How does denying the incarnation unravel the whole gospel?
 How can the confession about Jesus serve as your test of teaching?

Question 2

Student Question:

John says the deceivers refuse to confess Jesus as having truly come in the flesh. Where in our 
own day do you encounter teaching that keeps the language of faith while emptying it of the 
real, divine, incarnate Christ, and how prepared are you to recognize it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question brings the test of the incarnation into the present. The deceivers of 
John’s day kept religious vocabulary while denying the reality at its center. The same pattern 



persists: much teaching retains Christian words while emptying them of the real, divine, 
incarnate Christ.

Help students name modern examples without descending into mere suspicion. Teaching that 
treats Jesus as only a great moral teacher, a symbol of love, an enlightened man, or one savior 
among many, while denying His true deity and bodily incarnation, follows the deceivers’ pattern. 
So does any message that keeps the name of Jesus but redefines Him to fit the spirit of the age.

Address their preparedness honestly. Recognizing a hollowed-out gospel requires knowing the 
real one well. Many believers could not articulate why a diminished Christ is fatal, and so are 
vulnerable to attractive counterfeits that use familiar language. The remedy is deeper grounding 
in the truth about Jesus.

Apply it toward readiness. Encourage students to listen for what a teaching actually confesses 
about Jesus, beneath its vocabulary, and to deepen their grasp of the incarnation so they can 
recognize its denial however it is dressed. Preparedness is not paranoia but the settled 
discernment of those who know the genuine Christ.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The persistence of the deceivers’ pattern: religious language emptied of the real Christ
 Modern denials of Christ’s deity and true incarnation
 Discernment as requiring deep knowledge of the genuine gospel
 Readiness to hear what a teaching confesses about Jesus beneath its words

Discussion Prompts

 Where do you encounter Christian language emptied of the real, incarnate Christ?
 How prepared are you to recognize a hollowed-out gospel?
 What would deepen your grasp of the incarnation enough to spot its denial?

Question 3

Student Question:

John warns, “Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win 
a full reward” (v. 8). What does this teach about the possibility of losing spiritual ground, and 
how does it fit with the call to remain faithful to the end?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

John warns the church to watch themselves lest they lose what has been worked for and instead 
win a full reward. The warning assumes that spiritual ground genuinely can be lost, that there is 
something real at stake which carelessness could forfeit. This is a sober and necessary word.



Set this within the consistent New Testament call to perseverance. Scripture repeatedly warns 
believers to take heed lest they fall (1 Corinthians 10:12), to hold fast, and not to drift (Hebrews 
2:1). John’s warning is of a piece with this. The Christian life is not a single past event that 
secures us regardless of what follows, but a walk to be continued faithfully to the end.

Handle the doctrinal balance with care. This passage stands against the presumption of once 
saved, always saved, for it warns that what was gained can be lost. Yet it should not breed 
anxious insecurity. The call is to watchfulness, not dread. Those who heed the warning and keep 
watch are precisely the ones who win the full reward; the warning is itself one of God’s means 
of keeping us.

Apply it practically. Watching ourselves means guarding against drift, complacency, and the slow 
erosion of conviction and devotion. Encourage students to identify where they have stopped 
paying attention, and to renew their watchfulness, not from fear of an unloving God, but from a 
desire not to forfeit what Christ has worked in them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The real possibility of losing spiritual ground (v. 8)
 The consistent call to perseverance and watchfulness (1 Corinthians 10:12; Hebrews 2:1)
 Against once saved, always saved, without breeding anxious insecurity
 The warning itself as a means God uses to keep His people

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean that spiritual ground can be lost?
 How does this warning fit with the call to remain faithful to the end?
 Where have you grown careless in watching yourself?

Question 4

Student Question:

John calls the church to vigilant self-watchfulness. What spiritual ground have you worked hard 
to gain that you do not want to lose, and what would it look like to guard it more carefully?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question makes verse 8 personal. Each believer has gained ground over 
time, freedom from a particular sin, a habit of prayer, a deepened conviction, a healed 
relationship, a tender conscience, that represents real spiritual progress, often hard-won.

Help students name what they have gained, with gratitude. Recognizing the ground we have 
taken honors God’s work in us and clarifies what is worth guarding. We rarely guard well what 
we have not consciously valued.



Then expose the ways ground is quietly lost. Hard-won freedom from a sin can erode through 
small compromises; a habit of prayer can lapse through busyness; conviction can soften through 
constant exposure to contrary voices. Loss usually comes not by dramatic collapse but by 
inattention.

Apply it toward concrete vigilance. Guarding our ground means tending the disciplines that 
gained it, staying alert to the first signs of drift, and refusing the small compromises that lead to 
large losses. Invite students to name one area of hard-won ground and one specific way they 
will guard it more carefully.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Real spiritual progress as ground to be valued and guarded
 Gratitude for God’s work as the basis for vigilance
 Loss of ground through inattention and small compromise
 Guarding through continued discipline and alertness to drift

Discussion Prompts

 What hard-won spiritual ground do you most want to keep?
 How is such ground usually lost?
 What is one way you will guard it more carefully this week?

Question 5

Student Question:

John says, “Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 
have God” (v. 9). What does it mean to abide in the teaching of Christ rather than to “go on 
ahead” of it, and why is staying within His teaching so important?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

John contrasts two postures toward the teaching of Christ: going on ahead of it, and abiding in 
it. The deceivers prided themselves on advancing beyond the apostolic gospel into something 
supposedly higher and newer. John says such progress is in fact desertion: the one who goes 
ahead and does not abide in Christ’s teaching does not have God.

Explain abiding in the teaching of Christ. It means remaining within the apostolic gospel, the 
truth about Jesus delivered from the beginning, rather than straying beyond it into novelties. 
The teaching of Christ is not a launching pad we leave behind but a home we live in. To abide is 
to keep believing, holding, and living the gospel we received.

Draw out the weighty claim attached. To go beyond the teaching of Christ is to lose God Himself; 
to abide in it is to have both the Father and the Son. Our possession of God is bound to our 



holding of the truth about His Son. This is not legalism but the recognition that God is known 
only as He has revealed Himself in Christ.

Apply it against the lure of so-called progress. Many spiritual movements present departure 
from biblical teaching as advancement, enlightenment, or growth. John exposes the deception: 
real progress is deeper into Christ’s teaching, not beyond it. Encourage students to treasure the 
apostolic gospel as the place to abide, not a stage to outgrow.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Abiding in the teaching of Christ versus going beyond it (v. 9)
 The apostolic gospel as a home to live in, not a launching pad to leave
 Having the Father and the Son bound to abiding in Christ’s teaching
 Against false progress that departs from biblical teaching

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean to abide in the teaching of Christ?
 Why is going beyond His teaching a loss rather than a gain?
 How is real spiritual progress deeper into Christ’s teaching, not beyond it?

Question 6

Student Question:

John warns against the desire to “go on ahead” beyond the teaching of Christ, as if it were 
progress. Where are you tempted to think you have moved beyond the plain teaching of 
Scripture, or to prefer novel ideas to the apostolic gospel?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question turns verse 9 inward. The temptation to go on ahead is not only for 
ancient heretics; it lives in subtle forms in every believer. We can come to feel that the plain 
teaching of Scripture is beneath us, that we have grown past certain commands, or that newer 
ideas are more sophisticated than the old gospel.

Help students notice the symptoms. A quiet boredom with Scripture and craving for the novel. A 
tendency to explain away commands that no longer suit us. A greater eagerness for the latest 
spiritual trend than for the apostolic gospel. These are the early signs of going on ahead.

Name the flattery in the temptation. Departing from Scripture is rarely framed as rebellion; it is 
framed as growth, openness, or being on the right side of progress. The deceivers offered 
something that felt advanced. The pull is to feel enlightened and ahead of those who simply 
hold the old truth.



Apply it toward humble abiding. The mature believer is not the one who has moved beyond 
Scripture but the one who has gone deeper into it. Encourage students to identify where they 
have begun to treat the plain teaching of Scripture as optional or outgrown, and to return to 
abiding in the teaching of Christ as their settled home.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The subtle temptation to feel beyond the plain teaching of Scripture
 Symptoms: boredom with Scripture, explaining away commands, craving novelty
 Departure from Scripture flattering itself as progress
 Maturity as deeper abiding, not advancement beyond the Word

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you tempted to feel you have moved beyond Scripture?
 How does departure from the Word disguise itself as progress?
 What plain teaching have you begun to treat as optional?

Question 7

Student Question:

John instructs the church not to receive into their house or greet a teacher who brings a false 
gospel, lest they “take part in his wicked works” (vv. 10–11). How should we rightly understand 
this strong instruction, and what does it teach about the difference between loving outsiders and 
lending support to those attacking the faith?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Handle this command carefully, for it is easily misread. John tells the church not to receive into 
their house or greet a teacher who brings a false, Christ-denying gospel. To modern ears this can 
sound like a call to rudeness or shunning of all who differ. Understood in context, it is something 
more precise and more wise.

Explain the first-century setting. Traveling teachers depended on the hospitality of Christian 
households for lodging, food, and support, and to receive and greet such a teacher publicly was 
to endorse him, to commend his ministry and to fund its spread. John is forbidding the church 
from giving that endorsement and material support to those actively working to destroy the 
faith. To host and commend such a teacher was to become a partner in his wicked work.

Draw the crucial distinction. This is not a prohibition of ordinary kindness to unbelievers or of 
civility toward neighbors who hold different views. Jesus Himself ate with sinners, and we are 
called to love the lost and even our enemies. What John forbids is the church lending its 
hospitality, platform, and endorsement to false teachers who are trying to subvert the gospel 



from within. There is a difference between loving a lost person and underwriting an attack on 
the faith.

Note the principle that endorsement implies partnership. John says the one who greets such a 
teacher shares in his wicked works. To platform or commend a Christ-denying teacher, even in 
the name of openness, is to make ourselves complicit in the harm he does to souls. This is 
sobering for an age that prizes giving every view a hearing.

Apply it with both firmness and love. The lesson is not to treat people harshly but to refuse to 
lend the church’s support to those attacking the truth, for the sake of the souls they would 
deceive. We may love and pray for a false teacher as a person while declining to give him a 
platform. Help students hold the line John draws: warm love toward people, firm refusal to 
underwrite error.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The command not to receive or greet a Christ-denying teacher (vv. 10–11), understood in its 
first-century context of hospitality as endorsement

 Hosting and greeting a traveling teacher as commending and funding his work
 The distinction between loving outsiders and lending support to attackers of the faith
 Endorsement as partnership: greeting a false teacher shares in his wicked works
 Firmness toward error joined with love and prayer toward the person

Discussion Prompts

 Why was receiving and greeting a teacher in John’s day a form of endorsement?
 What is the difference between loving the lost and lending support to false teaching?
 How do we refuse to platform error while still loving people?

Question 8

Student Question:

John’s warning calls for both firmness toward false teaching and love toward people. Where do 
you struggle to hold these together, either compromising the truth to keep peace, or defending 
the truth in a harsh and unloving way?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question exposes the two failures that lie on either side of John’s instruction. 
Some, prizing peace and acceptance, compromise the truth, unwilling to draw any line lest they 
seem unloving. Others, prizing truth, defend it with a harshness that wins arguments and 
wounds people. John calls for both firmness and love together.

Help students identify their own tendency. The peace-keeper avoids hard truths, blurs 
distinctions, and lets error pass unchallenged in the name of love, but it is not love to let people 



be deceived. The truth-defender speaks rightly but coldly, with a combative edge that drives 
people away rather than drawing them to Christ.

Point again to the integration John models in this very letter: a serious warning against deceivers 
wrapped in evident warmth and a longing for fellowship and joy. He is firm about the truth 
precisely because he loves, and his love does not soften his firmness. The two are not in tension 
in a healthy heart.

Apply it toward growth. The peace-keeper must gain the courage to hold and speak the truth 
even when it disturbs. The truth-defender must cultivate the gentleness and patience that make 
truth winsome. Invite students to name their lean and one way they will grow toward John’s 
balance of firm truth and genuine love.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The two failures: compromising truth for peace, or defending truth harshly
 Letting people be deceived as a failure of love, not an expression of it
 John’s own model: firm warning wrapped in warmth and longing for fellowship
 Firmness and love as allies in a healthy heart

Discussion Prompts

 Do you lean toward compromising truth or toward defending it harshly?
 Why is letting people be deceived a failure of love?
 What is one way you can grow toward firm truth held in genuine love?

Question 9

Student Question:

John grounds the whole warning in the confession of Jesus come in the flesh, and ties our very 
having of God to abiding in the teaching of Christ (vv. 7, 9). Why is contending for the truth of 
the incarnation not a secondary matter but essential to genuinely having the Father and the Son, 
and how do we contend for it in the spirit John models?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal block of the lesson, and it is flagged as doctrinally sensitive, so the 
teacher should treat it fully and carefully. Gather the threads of the passage: the deceivers deny 
that Jesus has come in the flesh (v. 7); the one who goes beyond the teaching of Christ does not 
have God, while the one who abides in it has both the Father and the Son (v. 9). The whole 
warning rests on the confession of the incarnation, and our very having of God is tied to abiding 
in the truth about Christ.

Explain why the incarnation is not a secondary matter. Some imagine that doctrines about the 
person of Christ are technicalities for theologians, while what really matters is sincerity or love. 



John flatly denies this. The truth that the eternal Son truly came in the flesh is the foundation of 
the gospel: on it rest the atonement, the resurrection, the mediation of Christ, and our access to 
the Father. To surrender it is not to lose a detail but to lose the gospel and, John says, to lose 
God Himself.

Show the link between truth and having God. John says abiding in the teaching of Christ is how 
we have the Father and the Son. This is because God is known only as He has revealed Himself in 
His Son; to abandon the truth about Jesus is to abandon the only God there is and to grasp 
instead an idol of the imagination. Contending for the incarnation is therefore contending for 
our very fellowship with God, and for the souls of those the deceivers would lead away from 
Him.

Address how this fits the heritage’s convictions. The truth about who Jesus is, fully God and truly 
come in the flesh, is precisely the kind of essential the church must not surrender for the sake of 
peace or relevance. This is the very confession on which saving faith rests, the One in whom we 
believe, repent, confess, and are baptized. To contend for it is to contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints (Jude 3).

Finally, show how to contend for it in John’s spirit. John warns sharply, yet the same short letter 
overflows with love, joy, and longing for fellowship. We are to hold the truth of the incarnation 
with both firmness and warmth, refusing to lend support to its enemies while loving and praying 
for people, and treasuring the fellowship of those who share the truth. The teacher should help 
students see that contending for the incarnation and loving people are not opposites but, as in 
John, two faces of one love.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The incarnation as essential, not secondary: the foundation of atonement, resurrection, and 
mediation

 Having the Father and the Son bound to abiding in the teaching of Christ (v. 9)
 God known only as revealed in His Son; abandoning that truth as grasping an idol
 The incarnation as the confession on which saving faith rests (Jude 3)
 Contending for the truth in John’s spirit: firmness joined with love, joy, and longing for 

fellowship

Discussion Prompts

 Why is the incarnation essential rather than a secondary technicality?
 How is our having of God tied to abiding in the truth about Christ?
 How do we contend for this truth in the warm, firm spirit John models?

Question 10

Student Question:



Look back across this passage, where John joins a serious warning against deceivers with a 
longing for face-to-face fellowship and complete joy. Name one specific way Jesus is calling you, 
through this passage, both to guard the truth about Him and to treasure the fellowship of His 
people.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone holds together the two notes of the passage: the warning against deceivers and 
the longing for fellowship and complete joy. Trace the movement: deceivers deny the incarnate 
Christ; the church must watch itself, abide in His teaching, and refuse to underwrite error; and 
John closes longing to come and speak face to face, that joy may be full. Guarding the truth and 
treasuring fellowship are one love.

Press for one specific way Jesus is calling them. For one it may be deepening their grasp of the 
incarnation so as to recognize its denial. For another it may be guarding hard-won ground or 
returning to abiding in Scripture rather than going on ahead. For another it may be holding 
firmness and love together where they have leaned too far one way.

Draw out the second half deliberately. John’s warning was never cold; it ended in longing for the 
company of those he loved. Invite students to treasure the fellowship of God’s people, the 
shared joy of those who walk in the truth together, as something worth guarding the truth to 
protect.

Close where John closes, in warmth and joy. Encourage students to leave both vigilant and glad: 
vigilant to guard the truth about Jesus and refuse support to its enemies, and glad in the 
fellowship of God’s people, longing, as John did, for the complete joy of being together in the 
truth.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Guarding the truth and treasuring fellowship as one love
 Vigilance against deceivers joined with longing for fellowship and joy
 The fellowship of those who walk in the truth as worth guarding
 Firmness and warmth held together as John models

Discussion Prompts

 How is Christ calling you to guard the truth about Him?
 How is He calling you to treasure the fellowship of His people?
 What single step holds both vigilance and joy together for you this week?


